GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
*x Kk Xk
I
I

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD
APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC LANDMARK OR HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGNATION

lew lesignation X
Amendment of a previous designation
Please summarize any amendment(s)

Property name __ James Ormond Wilson Normal School
If any part of the interior is being nominated, it must be specifically identified and described in the narrative statements.

Address 1100 Harvard Street, N.W.

€ are and lot number(s) _ Square 2856, Lot 812

Affected Advisory Neighborhood Commission ~ ANC 1B

late of construction 1912 Date of major alteration(s)
Architect(s) Ashford, Showden Architectural style(s) Elizabethan Revival
Origin.  use School Present use School
Prc erty owner District of Columbia

egal ac ess of property owner 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 307; WDC 20004-3003

NAME OF APPLICANT(S) Historic Washington Architecture, Inc.

the applicant is an organization, it must submit evidence that among its purposes is the promotion of historic preservation in the
District of Columbia. A copy of its charter, articles of incorporation, or by-laws, setting forth such purpose, will satisfy this
requirement.

Address/Telephone of applicant(s) 608 Rock Creek Church Road, NW., WDC 20010

(202) 904-8111

Name and title of authorized repres;ntai've Kent Boese, President
Signature of representative ,&"U Date Sept. 5, 2013
|4

—

Name and telephone of author of application _ Kent Boese (202) 904-8111

Office of Planning, 801 North Capitol Street, NE, Suite 3000, Washington, D.C. 20002 (202) 442-8800 fax (202) 535-2497






Wilsor ormal Schn~!
Name of Property

Washington, D ©
County and State

5. Classification

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

wnership of Property
{Check as many boxes as apply)

——l private X | building(s)
public - Local district
X public - State site
public - Federal structure
building(s)
object

Name of r ited multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" it property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

1 buildings

sites

structures

objects

buildings

1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

_ED ATION/School EDUCATION/School
7. Description
Arc| ectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE “o™ »n™ CENTURY REVIVALS/

Elizabg¢ avivi

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation: BRICK

walls: RED BRICK

roof: SLATE AND METAL

other: STONE/Limestone




Ison Normal School

Name of Property

Washington, D.C.

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing)

A

X

]B
Z’C

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
spresents the work of a master, or possesses high

artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack

individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

rc

rty is:

owed by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
v in the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

Criteria Consideratons (explanation, if necessary)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1912-1987

Significant Dates
1912

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Ashford, Snowden







Wilson Normal School Washington, D.C.
Name of Property County and State

group classroom, and recitation room on the south side, and a classroom, kindergarten, and closet on its north side. In the
westw |, a classroom, classroom, recitation and biology room, library (with a bay window), zoology room, women's
let, and reading room occupy the south side, while a classroom, wrap room, group room, arithmetic room, geography
»m, girls' restroom and locker room, and history room make up the north side. The interior consists mostly of wood floor
ishes, with tile floor in the corridor. The third floor (also with wood finishes) housed the Orientation Center, but proved to
too small. Only 25 people could be accommodated at a time due to egress and fire regulations. The building itself runs
299" east to west, and 81' 8" north to south, disregarding the extruded stage area. The school building grounds consisted
of classrooms, labs, offices, library, cafeteria, gym,
ree study lounges, anc arking lots.












Wilson Normal School Washington, D.C.
Name of Property County and State

After leaving LaFayette, Ashford entered the office of A. B. Mullett, who formerly had been supervising architect of the
lited States Treasury. Later, Ashford was associated with John L. Smith meyer, architect of the Library of Congress, and
" two years he worked on plans for the library. He entered the District service in 1895, when he was appointed assistant
inspector of buildings. Ashford revised the building regulations of the city in 1900, and introduced a card system and other
methods ) increase the efficiency of the inspector’s office. He prepared the plans and specifications for all school houses,
engine houses and other District buildings, until such work was entrusted to architects of the city and the buildings were
erected under his s ervision.

11, As rd was promoted to the position of inspector of buildings. In the quarter of a century that he served in the

;t government, he drew the plans for 75 school buildings in the city. He possessed definite ideas as to appropriate

for municipal public buildings and placed a strong Elizabethan and Gothic stamp on the public school buildings he

1ed. His design philosophy meshed perfectly with that of William B. Ittner of Saint Louis, who was commissioned to

1 Central High School. ittner's adaptation of the Collegiate Gothic style to Central High School likely inspired

rd's own designs for Dunbar Senior High School (now demolished) and Park View School, both completed in 1916,

r Eastern High School, completed in 1923. Ashford persisted in the use of the Collegiate Gothic in Eastern High
Schoo espite the growing public popularity of the Colonial Revival style and the urging of the Eastern Alumni Association
to: andon the "Anheuser-Busch Gothic" style.’

Snowden A ford is associated with the following buildings designated as D.C. Historic Landmarks:
» Chemical Engine No. 5 (Engine Co. No. 25; Congress Heights Firehouse), 3203 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., SE (
1902, architect.
Ea :n Market (and Interiors), North and South Halls (1908), architect.
Engine Company No. 20 (Tenleytown Firehouse), addition (1913), architect.
Engine Company No . 23 (Foggy Bottom Firehouse), 1910, collaboration with Hornblower & Marshall
Jesse .eno School, 4820 Howard Street, NW (1903), architect.
Military Rnad School, 1375 Missouri Avenue, NW (1911-12), architect.
Miner Bt ling, Howard University, 2565 Georgia Avenue, NW, supervising architect.
Hd Engine Company No. 12 (Eckington Firehouse) (1896-97), architect.
iew School, 3570 Warder Street, NW (1916), architect.
+ Paul Lawrence Dunbar High School, First & N Streets, NW (1916, razed 1977), architect.

Dev: >pmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliogr. hy (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous ¢ umentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
_____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been _ X _State Historic Preservation Office
requested X _Other State agency
___ previously listed in the National Register ~_ Federal agency
__ previously determined eligible by the National Register ~ Local government
designated a National Historic Landmark _ University
____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # __ Other

Charles Sumner School Museum and
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:  Archives

ML Kinc ibrary Washingtoniana Division

5> “Snowden Ashford, Long Civic Leader, Dead in Hospital.” The Washington Post, Jan. 27,
1827, p. 9.



son Normal School Washington, D.C.
1e of Property County and State

ishin  n Post

DC Department of Real Estate Services
1 = Reeves Center, 2000 14" St NW)

Blueprints, cross section plan

Published Sources

Beauchamn. Tanya Edwards, “Public School Buildings of Washington DC, 1862-1960" (Historical Preservation Office,
Dept o' ’lanning, Washington DC)

istoric Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

). Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  0.00218089991 acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage)

TM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 3

Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

2 4
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary lescription (describe the boundaries of the property)

Sc re 2856, Lot 812 in the District of Columbia.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

ric 1@  uilding lot in its entirety.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Kent C. Boese / President

organization Historic Washington Architecture date August 2013
street & number 608 Rock Creek Church Road, NW telephone 202-904-8111
city or town Washington state D.C. zip code 20010

e-1 il kcboese@hotmail.com




Wilson Normal School Washington, D.C.
Name of Property County and State

—A—rlrl“'h\neﬂ nf\cumentation

S owing items with the completed form:
e Maps: AU! iS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

e Continuation Sheets

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Photogra; s:

S n clear and descriptive black and white photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi
(t 2ls perinch) ol irger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Wilson Normal School
Ci orVicinity: Wa: ington

ounty: N/A State: DC
Photographer: Kent Boese

Date Photographed: September 1, 2013

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

1) General view of the east wing from the northeast
10 |

General view of north elevation of central section of school from the northwest
2 of 11

3) General view of north elevation of elevation of west wing from the north
3of |

4) General view of west elevation from the west
4 of 11

General view of south elevation of west wing from the southwest
5 of 11

6) eneral view of south elevation of west wing from the southeast, with auditorium in foreground
of 11

General view of south elevation of east wing from the south
7 of 11

8) ‘tetail of limestone carving at Eleventh Street entrance
of 11

9) Transom detail at Eleventh Street entrance
9 of 11





















































