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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  District of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment 
 
FROM: Jennifer Steingasser, Deputy Director 
 
DATE: July 13, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: BZA Case 18084 – Request to expand an existing child development center at 

3935 Macomb Street, NW 
 
 
I. RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Office of Planning (OP) recommends approval of the special exception application pursuant 
to §205 to permit the expansion of an existing child development center, subject to the conditions 
listed below.  The Edlavitch-Tyser Early Childhood Center was last approved for a 10 year 
period by the BZA in 2002 (case #16898).  Changes from the 2002 conditions are noted in 
parentheses. 
 

1. The maximum number of children shall not exceed 133 (increase from 95). 
2. The maximum number of staff shall not exceed 30 (increase from 24). 
3. The children’s ages shall range from two to five years. 
4. The hours of operation shall be from 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
5. The center’s executive director shall meet with the local Advisory Neighborhood 

Commission no less than once per year in order to assess and address any concerns of 
area residents that may arise as a result of the operation of the center. 

6. The center shall make available to staff and parents information about public 
transportation options in the area (new condition). 

 
Given the long history of this facility and the annual required meetings with the ANC, OP is not 
proposing a time limit for the approval. 
 
II. LOCATION AND SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
Address 3935 Macomb Street, NW 
Legal Description Square 1798, Lot 28 
Ward and ANC 3C 
Zoning R-1-B – detached single family dwellings 

Lot Characteristics Flat, 2.2 acre property with 578 feet of frontage on Macomb Street;  
No alley access. 
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Existing Development 
Two story brick and stone building housing a synagogue, child 
development center, and other ancillary uses;  66 space parking lot 
at corner of Macomb and 39th. 

Nearby Properties Single family detached to the south and east;  Glover Parkway 
(NPS) to the north and west;  Apartments further to the north. 

 
III. APPLICATION IN BRIEF 
 
Applicant Washington Hebrew Congregation 

Proposal 
Expand an existing child development center from 95 students and 
24 staff to 133 students and 30 staff.  No new construction is 
proposed. 

Relief Required §205 – Special exception to expand a child development center 
 
IV. ANALYSIS 
 
Pursuant to § 205, a child development center shall be permitted as a special exception within the 
R-1 district, subject to the following provisions: 
 
205.2 The center or facility shall be capable of meeting all applicable code and 

licensing requirements. 
 
The Office of the State Superintendent of Education, Office of Early Childhood Education, 
Compliance and Integrity Division, Child Care Licensing Unit (OSSE/OECE/CID/CCLU), the 
agency responsible for licensing child development centers, recommends that the subject 
application be approved.  The application does not violate any applicable zoning regulation. 
 
205.3 The center or facility shall be located and designed to create no objectionable 

traffic condition and no unsafe condition for picking up and dropping off 
persons in attendance. 

 
Child drop off occurs on the subject property and not on a public street.  Cars enter from 39th 
Street.  Parents then park and walk their child into the facility before exiting onto Macomb 
Street.  There is ample queuing space within the subject property. 
 
205.4 The center or facility shall provide sufficient off-street parking spaces to 

meet the reasonable needs of teachers, other employees, and visitors. 
 
Child development centers are required to have one parking space for every four teachers.  The 
proposed number of teachers, 30, would require eight parking spaces.  The existing 66 parking 
spaces on site provide plenty of space for the child development center as well as any other 
potential weekday visitors to the Washington Hebrew Congregation campus. 
 
205.5 The center or facility, including any outdoor play space provided, shall be 

located and designed so that there will be no objectionable impacts on 
adjacent or nearby properties due to noise or activity, visual, or other 
objectionable conditions. 
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The play area, in addition to being screened by a board-on-board fence and landscaping, is well 
removed from any nearby residences.  Children at play, therefore, would not generate 
objectionable visual or aural impacts.  Drop off and pick up also take place on site and away 
from nearby residences so would not create impacts on neighbors. 
 
205.6 The Board may require special treatment in the way of design, screening of 

buildings, planting and parking areas, signs, or other requirements as it 
deems necessary to protect adjacent and nearby properties. 

 
The Office of Planning does not recommend any special treatments in the way of design.  OP 
does, however, recommend a condition requiring that the applicant make information about 
public transportation options available to staff and parents. 
 
205.7 Any off-site play area shall be located so as not to result in endangerment to 

the individuals in attendance at the center in traveling between the play area 
and the center or facility itself. 

 
All play areas for the children are located on-site. 
 
205.8 The Board may approve more than one (1) child/elderly development center 

or adult day treatment facility in a square or within one thousand feet (1,000 
ft.) of another child/elderly development center or adult day treatment 
facility only when the Board finds that the cumulative effect of these facilities 
will not have an adverse impact on the neighborhood due to traffic, noise, 
operations, or other similar factors. 

 
According to District records, there is no other child or elderly development center or adult day 
treatment facility within the same square or within 1,000 feet of the subject site. 
 
205.9 Before taking final action on an application for use as a child/elderly 

development center or adult day treatment facility, the Board shall submit 
the application to the D.C. Departments of Transportation and Human 
Services, the D.C. Office on Aging, and the D.C. Office of Planning for 
review and written reports. 

 
The application was referred to the Office of Planning (OP), the Department of Transportation 
(DDOT), and the Office of the State Superintendant of Education (OSSE).  A memorandum 
submitted to the file by the Child Care Licensing Unit of OSSE recommends approval of the 
application. 
 
205.10 The referral to the D.C. Department of Human Services shall request advice 

as to whether the proposed center can meet all licensing requirements set 
forth in the applicable laws of the District. 

 
The Child Care Licensing Unit recommends approval of the application, and indicated that the 
center would only be licensed pursuant to the requirements of DCMR Title 29, Chapter 3, Child 
Development Facility Regulations. 
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V. HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
 
The subject site is not located in an Historic District. 
 
VI. COMMENTS OF OTHER DISTRICT AGENCIES 
 
As noted above, OSSE has submitted comments to the record recommending approval of the 
application.  OP has received no other comments regarding the application. 
 
VII. COMMUNITY COMMENTS 
 
At their public meeting on June 21, 2010, ANC 3C voted 8-0 to support the application.   The 
ANC found that the existing child development center does not adversely impact the community 
and that the expanded use would not be likely to adversely impact the community.  OP received 
no other comments from neighbors of the child development center. 
 
VIII. ATTACHMENTS 
 
1. Vicinity Map 
 
 
 
JS/mrj 
Matt Jesick, Project Manager 
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Attachment 1 
Vicinity Map 
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