
______________ _ 

Government of the District ofC()lumbia 

Historic Preservation Review &ard 


Application for Historic Landmark or Historic DistH'd Designation 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Property Name: 


Address: '35')0 :) Fr i 'I'Cj \ ~y\ ~ L~y\ e \\J W 

Square Number: \ qS' 9 .... Lot Number: 


Date of Construction: f 2...( 2.. c' /1 '14- D Date of Major Alteration(s): 


Architect(s): E. J L...; '; h i...u -e ' ~ he Architectural Style(s): .2 O.;-t...C e.'.-h.. '/' J G -<:: Cq:) . V"\ i.e \J ~ 'v .:· 


Original Use: Ke..~~ 1e V\.t "( _c.J 5\.....'it-e.F~J Present Use: Sc... ""'"~ 

/\ "'-D- ' :>Property Owner: /;- IN\-J I, L xch 


Legal Address of Property Owner: ~~D '" e. ~ los CV, R,lj"v;li-e gIlId ~D 217'7(

J 

DESIGNATION INFORMATION 

o Historic Landmark 0 Historic District 

G New Designation D Amendment of a Previous Designation 0 Interior Designation 

Proposed Criteria: [3 A. Events [j B. History Q C Persons G D. Architecture and Urbanism 

o E. Artistry 0 F. Creative Master 0 G. Archaeology 

Please add any clarifvinQ information describing what is proposed for designation: 

The Springland Farm Historical Society and Conservancy LLC is submitting an 
application for historic landmark designation of 3530 Springland Lane. We intend to 
make an application to designate Springland Farm and Valley an historic district and 
view this application as a crucial first step in the process. This area is adjacent to the 
Cleveland Park Historic District. It has a history older than that of Cleveland Park as the 
first building was constructed by Revolutionary War hero John Adlum who came to live 
in the area in the late 17005 and founded one ofthe first viNeyards in the United States. 

.,..~====~~ ----------------------~====~.~...~ . ~==~.. ===========:==~~.====~.~- =======---------------

APPliCANT INFORMATION 

APPlicant(S)Name: ';" ;vJ\~>" ~ ·~ <;.~-th i+ , s{.c ..... \~&J ~ ""L. l tJ s.. L c:.')., ')· "'- n· (~>li L~. 
Address: 3 S {7 R ~ ~ ........,,:........... ' t- . 'N L ". u...: ".) C"~"J~"V\ ..\, I . . ~ '-'(~ " 0' 

Phone Number: 20)... - '1 ~ lc. .- -" 4- 5-1 Email: kn·e ... t-I.. i Q. <.. k ../ c lJ~. r e j c,- \.-, ..: " ':.. c "...... 


Authorized Representative Name: B ¥-~"V\ + B\d. '- \<.. '--'J(~ l~ e r Title: Pre. .:. , J t::l t-

Signature of Representative: ~~/~-JL-4_/""'JL.... , Date: ApYl l J :1.) '2 0 I ~ 

Author of Application: ---- I6\. e.. k w ,- \ E r ' Phone Number: ?. c l. - .") '1 S- !
t3 r t' h+- ~ (., {.. f.c _

~JltlMoppilamt Is MorgtInb:tItlon,it mustsubmit evidence thatamong its purposes is the promotion ofhistoricpreservation in the DistrictofColumbia. 
A copy ofIts charter, articles ofIncorporation, orby-Iaws. setting forth such purpose. willsatisfy this requirement 

Case number: _____________ Date receIy~: _________ H.P.O. staff: 

D~eft~________________ Affected ANC(s): ___ 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting detenninations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How 10 Complele Ihe Nalional Regisler of HiSloric Places Regislralion Form. If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 

categories and subcategories fTom the instructions. 

1. Name of Property . ' 

Historic name: S'+ e v ( e..- 4+ 

Other names/site number: _____ _______ _ _____ 


Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

(Enter liN/Ali if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

2. Location 
Street & number: 3 530 5 p Y-' ''' j \I.I_",J L~... Y\ ~ I\)W 

City or town: w... ~ k', "''7~ State: 1) . C. County: ______ 
Not For Publication: D Vicinity: D 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 


I hereby certify that this _ nomination _ request for detennination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 


In my opinion, the property _ meets _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 

recommend that this property be considered significant at the following 
level(s) of significance: 

_national statewide _local 
Applicable National Register Criteria: 

A _B _C _D 

Signature of certifying officialffitle: Date 

State or Federal agencylbureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property _ meets _ does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting official: Date 

Title : State or Federal agencylbureau 
or Tribal Government 

1 
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S±-e V'Y e +t-
Name of Property 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

_ entered in the National Register 

_ determined eligible for the National Register 

_ determined not eligible for the National Register 

_ removed from the National Register 

_ other (explain:) _________ 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private: [Z] 

Public - Local D 

Public - State D 

Public - Federal D 

Category of Property 

(Check only one box.) 

Building(s) 


District 


Site ~ ~ e c:;.....d I.J ' ., 


D )2:~~Structure S \r \\o-.J 

Object D 

Sections 1-6 page 2 
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National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
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S tev-r-e--\t- Re s; Je V\ L~ Wll.S ~n'~j-hrnJ b.( 
Name of Property County and State 

Number of Resources within Property 

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 


Contributing
\ 

Noncontributing 
buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ____ 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories f~om instructions.) \ \ _ 

dOV\r\, est-,c $' lJ\<- d.we.- IV'j 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

d ome ~A-I c.. S i V' J\-e. dw e.. \l:V\J 

Sections \-6 page 3 
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5" .(- e ,(Y'~ tf- R-e.. s ~ ~e)'\ L <:. 
Name of Property 

wCLS h\ V\i~J])'C.·
County and State 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions.) . \ 


2c:>+h C eV\+\A..'C~ G--eo,,~\~Y\ ~-e V)\Jo.... 


w~u<;:: ~y)cJ:
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) i- 1:2Yr 

Principal exterior materials of the property: ____~-'-c.:::......;C)_'f~,=_____'-S'_..<...l...;.,wCt.+ .e.. X c e f ~
· e.. 

~~+~\ Oh ~c..c k Ct~ 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable_ Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.) 

Summary Paragraph 

The single-family residence at 3530 Spring land Lane is an integral part of this 
history as it was built by Adlum's great-great granddaughter and her husband 
and continued over two full centuries with Adlum's heirs living in the valley and 
building most of the homes, save for the 5 built in 2000. Thus Spring land Lane 
possesses an architectural coherence that is worthy of protection. The 20th 
century Georgian revival house was built, starting in 1940, by Edwin Weihe and 
is characteristic of the rural-style homes being built in the District of Columbia 
during this part of the mid-20tli century. Adlumia Sterrett Hagner was a prominent 
woman in the District and a leader in historic preservation efforts. 

The Adlum family descendants, many of whom served in America's wars over the 
centuries, built their homes all along Springland in order to remain close together, 
thus creating an historic family neighborhood, and 3530 was the last and in many 
ways grandest of these family homes, and thus a central and core part of the 
neighborhood the family created over many decades. It is indeed the central and 
most prominent house on the street and thus a critical contributor the streetscape 

--_~I of the street. 
Section 7 page 4 



Architectural Description of 3530 Springland Lane, NW 

The Georgian Revival-style house at 3530 Springland Lane, NW (Square 1959 Lot 20) was built in 1940 

and designed by locally prominent architect Edwin Weihe for Adlumia Sterrett and her husband 

Christopher S. Sargent. The house exemplifies the pre- World War II development of what was once 

rural farmland in Washington County into large, well landed suburban homes on the outskirts of 

downtown Washington. The house is also a unique example of Edwin Weihe's domestic architecture in 

Washington. Weihe is probably best known as the father of the "glass block" building in Washington 

that characterizes the rise of post war office buildings, originally along the K Street corridor. Most 

notable of Weihe's early office buildings is 1701 K Street (1953), the recently landmarked Wire Building 

at 1001 Connecticut Avenue (1952), and the Universal North building a decade later (1962) at 1875 

Connecticut Avenue. 

The red brick single family house at 3530 Springland Lane consists of a two-story main block with two 

side wings to the east and west and two additions on the rear of the main block. 

The main block has a high hipped, slate roof, and is flanked by two exterior chimneys on either side. The 

center entrance on the front (south) face consists of a recessed five panel double door that is topped by 

a rounded pediment with a center keystone, and an arched top pair of louvered shutters. The entrance 

is approached by a slate-topped brick stair and terrace with an iron railing that runs the full width of the 

main block. On either side of the door are rounded bays with a tripartite Wyatt-style window 

configuration. The large center windows in the bays consist of a 49 lite (7x7) single sash. The two side 

windows are single sash of 14 lites each. 

The second story of the main block consists of 5 bays of double-sash, 12-over-12 lite windows with 

stone sills and aprons, and louvered shutters. The wooden window lintels immediately meet a low 

denticulated roof cornice above. 

Two one-story wings with side faCing slate gable roofs protrude slightly from the north far;:ade of the 

main block. The north face of each wing has two bays of 12-over-12 lite double sash windows with 

stone sills and aprons, and louvered shutters. The front facing eaves repeat the denticulated cornice of 

the main block. The east and west facing side ends of the wings each have single, double sash, rounded 

top windows with a brick arch and center keystone. The side gable walls have partial, denticulated roof 

returns. 

There is a two-story "addition" to the rear (north) of the main block of the house that appears to be 

original to the original construction of the house. This addition is distinguished by a reveal and has a 

lower hipped roof that meets with the north roof plane of the main block. There is a smaller, one-story 

bump out to the addition to the north. 



The single-family residence at 3530 Spring land Lane is an integral part of this 
history as it was built by Adlum's great-great granddaughter and her husband 
and continued over two full centuries with Adlum's heirs living in the valley and 
building most of the homes, save for the 5 built in 2000. Thus Spring land Lane 
possesses an architectural coherence that is worthy of protection. The 20th 
century Georgian revival house was built, starting in 1940, by Edwin Weihe and 
is characteristic of the rural-style homes being built in the District of Columbia 
during this part of the mid-20tti century. Weihe is noted for his glass buildings. 

Adlumia Sterrett Hagner was a prominent woman in the District and a leader in 
historic preservation efforts. The Adlum family descendants, many of whom 
served in America's wars over the centuries, built their homes all along 
Springland in order to remain close together, thus creating an historic family 
neighborhood, and 3530 was the last and in many ways grandest of these family 
homes, and thus a central and core part of the neighborhood the family created 
over many decades. It is indeed the central and most prominent house on the 
street and thus a critical contributor the streetscape and feel of the street. 

The house is part of this overall historic valley which contains the Sterrett 
farmhouse built in 1843, Also designated as a historic landmark is the 
springhouse built around 1845, just downstream from 3530 Springland Lane. 
Mrs. Hagner and her first husband Christopher S. Sargent, who died in 1946, 
built the house at 3530 Springland Lane in 1940, and she lived there for over 60 
years until her death. Adlumia Hagner is the great-great-granddaughter of Major 
Adlum. Adlumia Hagner was the last scion of the 1801 Adlum farm to live in 
Spring land Valley, and the house is representative of continuous family use of 
the land until the time of her death in 2007. 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service I National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 

Wd';~j~ 1)e.
Name of Property 	 County and Staie ) 

8. 	 Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing.) 

A. 	 Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history. 

o B. 	 Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

o 	 C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

o 
D. 	 Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history . 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

0 A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

0 B. Removed from its original location 

0 C. 	 A birthplace or grave 

0 D. A cemetery 

0 E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

0 F. A commemorative property 

0 G. 	 Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years 

Section 8 page 6 
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S +--erv-~* R·e ( ; d-€N ~ 
Name of Property 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

de M-e~+-~c.. s- i Yl,Jle tlU)'C1(~1 

Period of Significance 
f 7'i~ - "'2. Qo7 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

Cultural Affiliation 

ArchitectlBuilder 
E 1 YO " ~ V.J e '\ h"€. 

Section 8 page 7 
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sterr&- j({Sl~eJ)c.0 W~.s k; ~~tcY\ D. C.1 

Name ot Property County and Stae ' 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.) 

The house at 3530 Spring land Lane is an example of 2ott' century Georgian 
revival architecture, designed by prominent local architect Edwin Weihe who is 
more noted for his glass buildings. It is illustrative of the pre-war development of 
the Cleveland Park area for large-scale, more rural-style living. 

The primary significance of the house derives from its intimate relationship to 
over two centuries of settlement and development of this valley by Revolutionary 
War hero Major John Adlum and his descendants. Adlum founded one of the 
first vineyards in the United States and corresponded with President Thomas 
Jefferson on the best wine-producing grapes. Adlum's great-great granddaughter 
Adlumia Sterrett Hagner grew up in the valley and built the house at 3530 
Springland Lane in 1940 where she lived until her death in 2007. This house 
thus is representative of the last 67 years of continuous family use. 

While living at 3530 Spring land Lane, Mrs. Hagner served as vice regent for the 
District of Columbia (1965-1991) and devoted over 40 years to enhancing 
George Washington's home at Mount Vernon. She was the onfy board member 
from the city for the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association. She was the founder of 
the Founders, Washington Committee for Historic Mount Vernon. 

Section 8 page 8 
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WC:Jb'l)k Dc 
Name of Property County and State 

Narrative Description 

NARRATIVE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HOUSE & ITS PLACE IN THE 
SPRINGLAND FARM AND VALLEY 

0

The house at 3530 Springland Lane is an example of 20th century Georgian 
revival architecture, designed by prominent local architect Edwin Weihe who is 
more noted for his glass buildings. It is illustrative of the pre-war development of 
the Cleveland Park area for large-scale, more rural-style living. 

The primary significance of the house derives from its intimate relationship to 
over two centuries of settlement and development of this valley by Revolutionary 
War hero Major John Adlum and his descendants. Adlum's great-great 
granddaughter Adlumia Stenett Hagner grew up in the valley and built the house 
at 3530 Spring land Lane in 1940 where she lived until her death in 2007. This 
house thus is repreSentative of the last 67 years of continuous family use. 

While living at3530 Spring land Lane, Mrs. Hagner served as vice regent for the 
District of Columbia (1965-1991) and devoted over 40 years to enhancing 
George Washington's home at Mount Vernon. She was the only board member 
from the city for the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association. She was the founder of 
the Founders, Washington Committee for Historic Mount Vernon. 

The name of the Spring land Farm community goes back to the late 1700s when 
revolutionary war hero Major John Adlum carite here to live and founded one of 
the first vineyards in the United States. It covered most of what is now the 
northern part of Cleveland Park. In 1820, about 240 acres, stretching from Porter 
to Upton Streets and from Rock Creek up to the Hearst School, became an 
estate known as The Vineyard. Adlum (1759-1836), a surveyor by profession, 
had served in the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. Adlum's beautiful 
Vineyard house stood near his grapevines on the hillside east of Reno Road and 
north of Tilden Street Unfortunately, it was demolished in 1906. 

Adlum developed a native grape at The Vineyard, which he called Catawba, an 
Indian name. The Catawba grape became the earliest mainstay of the American 
wine industry, ending America's dependence on European varieties. Adlum 
corresponded about viticulture with Thomas Jeffel'$On and sent him wines to 
sample. Jefferson praised Adlum's "dark red wine made from a wild or native 
grape. _. so exactly resembling the red burgundy of Chamberlin (one of the best 
crops) that on fair comparison ... the company could not distinguish one from the 
other." 

Adlum wrote the first American book on viticulture in 1823, achieving renown as 
the father of American winemaking, a man with prophetic vision in his field. His 
request that the government establish an agricultural research station was 
rejected, but he proceeded on his own, experimenting with 22 varieties of grapes 



in his vineyard. (Williamsburg Winery today sells John Adlum Chardonnay, a 
1997 vintage.) 

In the early 1840s, one of Major Adlum's daughters and her husband acquired 
37 acres adjacent to The Vineyard, property that they named Springland Farm. 
They built a manor house at what is now 3550 Tilden Street. The house has 
been designated as an historic landmark by the District of Columbia. The 
Spring land property was hilly with several streams feeding into Rock Creek, and 
included a springhouse (now part of 3517 Spring land Lane catty corner from 
3530 Springland Lane), which also has been designated as a historic landmark. 
Spring land Farm gave its name to Springland Lane, the street on which Major 
Adlum's descendant, Adlumia Hagner, lived until recently (3550 Spring land 
Lane). 

In 1929, John Adlum Sterrett, a great grandson, built a home on an acre of land 
at Tilden just west of Reno Road, which he named The Vineyard (3500 Tilden 
Street). 

The original farmhouse dates from an 1804 building. The present Sterrett 
farmhouse (3550 Tilden), built in 1843, provided a kitchen area, upstairs rooms, 
and four chimneys. Civil War relics, including forks, spoons, and a belt buckle, 
have been found on the property, indicating that Union soldiers bivouacked here. 
The Adlum family kept house slaves, and might have also kept field slaves. In 
1880, a wing and central heat provided by a coal-burning furnace were added. In 
1920, another remodeling brought the dormers and "modern" bathrooms. 

The Springland Farm house is the only surviving, privately owned 19th century 
country-like estate in the District. Ryan Shepard, collections librarian for the 
Historical Society of Washington, said it is possible that Springland is the only 
such surviving estate in the District that was once associated with an agricultural 
establishment. It remained in the Adlum family until 1976. 

One of Adlum's great grandsons, John Adlum Sterrett, built a house next to the 
Springland Farm house in 1929, retaining nearly an acre of land. This is now 
3500 Tilden Street. Note that the words The Vineyard are inscribed on the stone 
pillars at the entrance to the driveway. The Sterretts lived at The Vineyard for the 
rest of their lives. John Sterrett's wife, Helen, was well into her nineties and had 
been in poor health for some time when she died in 1984. 

The springhouse on Spring land Lane (located at 3517 Springland Lane) was 
constructed around 1845 as part of the Dent estate. (The Dents are descendants 
of Major Adlum.) It is a rare surviving example of a functional outbuilding that was 
common on country estates outside mid-19th century Washington, DC . 

Built over a spring to protect the water source from pollutants and animals, the 
springhouse also provided a cool, clean place to keep food , especially dairy 



products. Perishables were stored in shallow tin, earthenware, and glass 
containers that were set directly in the running water to prevent spoilage in the 
absence of ice or electricity. 

On the west side of this springhouse, water flows through a masonry aqueduct 
under the door sill, beneath the concrete slab floor, and out through a small 
opening at foundation level on the east wall. The walls are over a foot and a half 
thick. The wood shingled roof is a modern replacement. 

The structure is typical of spring houses of the era-built into a hill where a spring 
emerged from the ground. Construction was always close to the water source to 
ensure the purity of the water. The window on the south wall helped to provide 
adequate ventilation, which was essential to prevent the growth of mildew and 
mold. The lower part of the window has been partially filled in with granite 
because the ground on that side has risen above the opening. 

The Spring land structure is the smallest of several surviving spring houses in 
Washington, DC. The springhouse associated with Peirce Mill, located nearby on 
Tilden Avenue in Rock Creek Park, was built 45 years earlier but its masonry 
construction is similar to this building. The lowell School (1640 Kalmia Road 
NW) is the site of another springhouse. The only other surviving springhouse in 
the metropolitan area is at the MacMillan Reservoir, but it was part of the 
reservoir and not a farm outbuilding. 

The springhouse now has historic landmark status, achieved in 2002 with the 
leadership of David Maxwell, Ken Weinstein and Chuck ludlam. 

The Washington Post featured Spring land Farm community in a colorful historic 
cartoon series, which is attached to this application. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fo~.) ' 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
__ previously listed in the National Register 
__previously determined eligible by the National Register 
__designated a National Historic Landmark 
__ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #______ 
__recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # _____ 
__ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # _____ 

Primary location of additional data: 

State Historic Preservation Office 
__ Other State agency 
__ Federal agency 
__ Local government 
__ University 

Other 

Name of repository: __________________ 


Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____~_~ 

10. Geographical Data 


Acreage of Property _______ 


Sections 9-end page 9 
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Name of Property County and Stat 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84: 

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

1. Latitude: Longitude: 

2. Latitude: Longitude: 

3. Latitude: Longitude: 

4. Latitude: Longitude: 

Or 

UTM References 

Datum (indicated on USGS map): 

o NAD 1927 or o NAD 1983 

1. Zone: Easting: Northing: 

2. Zone: Easting: Northing: 

3. Zone: Easting: Northing: 

4. Zone: Easting: Northing: 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

Sections 9-end page 10 
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title: \?JYeV\t- G \ c.... c.... kw e \ l -e y ) V>v-e 5 ', J~ Vi1
organization: S en "' '3 LA~J f Q..V- fV\ t+l S toy-, c .... l S o c , -e h 0. c..cv.>~Y-VA.I'IC j 
street & number: 35'1{ £<-o d V"'o..y, SA., N'uJ 
city or town: W l\ J k ~./' j~ state: D, c , zip code: '20008 

e-mail 0.. ~..v\+- 6 1 c.,, ( k w -e \d -e c @ jClkoo . <:.ow-.. 
telephone: 'l..C-:l... - 9~ C:. - 3 4-5" l 

date: A 'fY" ; \ t'"2-) 'l- 0 ,"3 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

• 	 Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location. 

• 	 Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. Key all photographs to this map, 

• 	 Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

Sections 9-end page 1 I 
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Name of Property 

Photographs 


Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x 1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs 

to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 

the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn't need to be labeled on 

every photograph. 


Photo Log 

Name of Property: S+~"r ('~\t 

City or Vicinity : W eA.. S k l' YLJ ~V"l 

County: State: \), c.. . 

Photographer: <f) y ~ ~+ \) \~ c kvJ e \ ~ --l2-Y 

Date Photographed: Af Y \ \ \"2- ) 2- 0 , ') 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 

camera: 
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq .). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including 
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form . Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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DC Architects Directory 

Edwin Armstrong Weihe 
Biographical Data 

Birth: 5/15/1907 Place: Washington, D.C 

Death: 12/28/1994 Place: Washington, D.C 

Family: Sister, Laura; brother, Herman; ftrst wife, Caroline Cox (four 
children); second wife, Charlotte Kingsley (three children); ten 

Education 

High School: Central High School, Washington, D.C, grad. 1925 

College: George Washington University, B.S. Architecture, 1931 

Graduate School: Catholic University, no credits 
-- -. ~. 

Apprenticeship: Charles H . Tompkins, Co. (draftsman and designer, 

5 years); Kenton D . Hamaker (6 mos.); Stone Construction, Co. (2 S oum: WDG Architecture 


years) 


Architectural Practice 

DC Architects' Registration Registration Number: 290 Date Issued: 12/2/1936 

Permit Database Earliest Perrnit: 1935 Latest Permit: 1949* Total Permits: 123 Total Buildings: 262 

Practice Position Date 

U.S. War Department Assistant Architect, draftsman 1933-34 

Edwin A. Weihe Principal 1938-44 

Weihe & Gibbs Partner 1946-48 

Edwin Weihe & Associates Partner 1949-62 

Weihe, Black & Kerr Partner 1963-67 

Weihe, Black, Kerr & Jeffries Senior partner 1968-87 

Professional Associations 

American Institute of Architects Date(s) Enrolled: 1946 Fellow of the AlA: n/a 

Other Societies or Memberships: Washington Board of Trade, Commissioners Zoning Advisory Committee, Board 
for the Condemnatioo of Unsanitary Buildings, Cosmos Club, Congressional Country Club, St. Alban's Church 

Awards or Commissions: Washington Chapter AlA Centennial Award, 1991 ; Awards for Superior Design, 
Washington Board of Trade, two in 1938, four in 1939, one in 1962 

Buildings 

Building Types: Offtce buildings, hotels, apartment buildings, rn.L"Xed-use commercial structures, subdivision houses 

Styles and Forms: Colonial Revival, Streamlined Moderne, Modern Movement 

DC Work Locations: Downtown, K Street corridor, Connecticut Avenue business district, Dupont Circle 

Notable Buildings Location Date Status 

1140 Connecticut Ave., NW 1967Connecticut Avenue offtces o NRHP 0 DC Historic Site 1225 Connecticut Ave., NW 1968 

Quebec House (apartments) Connecticut Ave. and Quebec St., NW 1949 o NRHP 0 DC Historic Site 
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The Pennsylvania Building 


Apartments 


Office building 


Hamilton H ouse (apartments) 


Mills Building (offices) 


Crystal City Complex (offices, 
apartments, hotel and theater) 

13 th Street and Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

4200 Cathedral Ave., NW 

1701 K Street, NW 

1255 New Hampshire Ave., NW 

1700 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Arlington, Va. 

DC Architects Directory 

ca. 
1953 

D NRHP D DC Historic Site 

1954 D NRHP D DC Historic Site 

1952 D NRHP D D C Historic Site 

1966 D NRHP D D C Histo ric Site 

1966 I D NRHP D DC Historic Site 

1969 D NRHP D DC Historic Site 

ISignificance and Contributions 
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DC Architects Directory 

Edwin Armstrong Weihe worked steadily as a successful architect in the Washington, D.C, area for more than 50 
years. He designed over 60 buildings in downtown Washington and over 100 other notable structures in the District. 
His mark on the city of Washington is a significant one, particularly because of his introduction of several space
maximizing structural innovations, including flat-plate concrete construction, that were widely adopted by other 
designers of Washington, D.C , office buildings. A tribute article to Weihe in the Washington Post in 1979 was entitled, 
"The Weihe Trademark is Pragmatic Design." 

Edwin Weihe was born on May 15, 1907, in Washington and attended public schools. He graduated from Central 
High School in 1925 and then went on to G eorge Washington University. He received his Bachelor's degree in 
architecture in 1931. Weihe gained professional experience from several apprenticeship positions, working as a 
draftsman for Norris I. Crandall, Kenton D . Hamaker, and the U.S. War Department. After college he used his 
engineering knowledge as well as his design skills working for Stone Construction and for Charles H. Tompkins 
Construction Company. 

E arly in his career Weihe spent the most time working for Charles Tompkins, designing detached subdivision houses 
as well as slightly larger projects like the dormitory for the Carmelite fathers at 1600 Webster St., NE. Also in the 
mid-1930s Weihe worked as a part-time instructor of architectural design at George Washington University. He 
established his own private architectural practice in 1938. 

The majority of Weihe's work was located in Washington, D.C , and in Arlington, Va., but in 1942 he designed 
Suitland Manor as part of a $1,250,000 defense housing project in Prince Georges County, Maryland. Suitland Manor 

Entrance at Quebec House Apartments 
EHT Traceries. Inc., 2010 

Quebec House Apartments, Connecricut Avenue 
and Quebec Street, NW 
EHT Tracen"es, Il1c .• 2010 

was a group of English-style garden apartments 
totaling 108 two-story buildings. The 
development firm for the project was Sam 
Minskoff & Sons of New York City, which was 
responsible for some of the largest pre-World War 
II apartment houses and hotels in the nation. He 
also designed for privately-funded housing 
projects such as Livingston Manor in Southeast 
Washington in 1943. 

Scale Model of Marriott Motor Hotel, Arlington County, VA Weihe served in the Navy in the Pacific during the 
Second World War, but resumed his architectural Washington Post, 3/30/1955, p. 8 

with Katherine Gibbs shortl7 after the war, and the took art in the ost-war build in boom. 
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DC Architects Directory 

One example of their work is the Quebec House, an apartment building, designed by Weihe & Gibbs in 1948 and 
completed in 1949 on Quebec St., NW, near the intersection with Connecticut Avenue. With eight stories and 560 
units, Quebec House was large in scale for its time. In 1955 Weihe was once again involved in large-scale 
construction as one of the architects of the Marriott Motor Hotel in Arlington County, adjacent to the Fourteenth 
Street Bridge and the Pentagon. It no longer exists, but was the largest drive-in motel in the world at the time of its 
construction. 

In addition to residential neighborhoods in Northwest Washington and commercial centers in Northern Virginia, the 
District's downtown business corridor was the site of many of Edwin Weihe's projects. In 1963 he formed a new 
partnership with Byron B. Black and James R. Kerr, and Alexander H. Jeffries, Jr., would join in 1968. The Weihe 
Partnership designed scores of buildings downtown and in Arlington, Va., in the 1950s and 1960s, including: several 
office buildings on Connecticut Avenue between K Street and Dupont Circle (1001, 1140, and 1225 Connecticut 
Ave., N\Xf), the 13-story Pennsylvania Building at 130' Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, the Mills Building at 1700 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N\'(! , the office building at 1701 K Street, NW, and the Crystal Plaza office complex (20th St. 
and Jefferson-Davis Highway, Arlington) . Weihe designed for many of Washington's most prominent developers 
including John Akridge, Oliver Carr and Charles E . Smith. 

With Weihe's extensive experience designing commercial buildings and office space in Washington, he became very 
knowledgeable in the issues of zoning and height restrictions. Weihe earned nicknames like "Mr. Zoning," for trying 
to update the District's zoning and building codes and for participating in debates about regulation changes. He was 
always interested in designing to create the maximum amount of usable space, and was the fust architect in 
\Vashington to promote flat-plate concrete construction methods to maximize space within the limits set by the 

District's building 
___ height restrictions. 

Weihe's use of sloping 
columns to improve 
the layout of 
underground garages 
and simplify the 
framing of upper story 
setbacks required by 
zoning was another 
major innovation that 
was soon adopted by 
the industry. Weihe 
also was a leader in the 
use of pre-cast 
concrete as a building 

Mills Building, 1700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW ue,NW cladding material in Coogle Maps, accessed 9/ 16/2010 EHTTracenes, Inc., 2010 
Washington. 

Critics of his work claimed it lacked distinction, to which Weihe replied in an interview in 1979, "I do not endorse 
eyesores or extravagance in private buildings. I'd rather be dull and efficient than frivolous." 

In 1991 Weihe was the first recipient of the lifetime achievement award for the Washington metropolitan chapter of 
the AlA. He died just three year later at the age of 87. The Weihe Partnership architectural firm continues today as 
one of the oldest continuously operating local architectural firms. After Weihe's death the firm became known as 
WDG Architecture, specializing in exteriors and interiors and maintaining offices in Washington, D.C., and in Dallas, 
Texas. 

Sources 

Vertical Files ~ AIA Archives DDCHPO o HSWDC oMLK Library 
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Other Repositories: Washington Post, searched through ProQuest 
---_ . -

Publication: Wtlrhington Post 
Obituary: "Architect Edwin Weihe Dies; Helped Shape Date: 12/29/1994 Page: B4 

D .C. Skyline." 

Biographical Directories Year/Volume Page 

I:2l American Architects Directory 
1956/1 " 
1962/2nd 

591 
746 

1970/3rd 973-74 

o Avery Index to Architecrural Periodicals - not in it 

o Dictionary of American Biography - not in it 

I:2l Directory of District of Columbia Architects: 1822-1960 2001 304 

o Macmillan Encyclopedia of Architects - not in it 

o \X/ho's %0 in the Nation's Capital- not in 23-24, 29-30, 38-39 

o Withey Biographical Dictionary of American Architects - not in it 

Other Sources: 
"Development Set For Arlington." If/ashington Post, July 27, 1941 , R5. 
District of Columbia, Board of Examiners and Registrars. Edwin Armstrong Weihe Application for Registration. 

District of Columbia Archives, Washington, D.C. 
Forgey, Benjamin. "Architect Awards to Weihe, Others." Washington Post, 11/3/1990, D1O. 
Lyons, Richard L. "Builders Fear Reimposing of 12-story Limit." Washington Post, March 1, 1953, Mll. 
" Prince Georges Will Get huge Housing Urut." If/a.rhington Post, March 29, 1942, R3. 
''WDG Architecture." www.wdgarch.com 
Willmann, John B. "The Weihe Trademark is Pragmatic Design." Washington Post, 12/22/1979, C6. 

_"World's Biggest Motel Planned o~ A[~g!:on Site by Hot Shoppes~Wa.rhington Post, March 30, 1955, 8. 
Notes: * Numbers are from the Building Permits Database, version 2009.2 by Brian D. Kraft, and only include 
perrruts up to 1949. Edwin Weihe was active as an architect into the 1980s, so his acrual perrrut numbers are not 
reflected here. 
Perrrut and building totals include listings for "Weihe, Edwin" (96 perrrlits, 222 buildings), "Weihe & Gibbs" (14 
perrruts, 15 buildings), "Weihe (Edwin) & Gibbs (Katherine)" (11 permits, 23 buildings) , ''Weihe (Edwin) & Hamaker 
(Kenton D.)" (2 perrruts, 2 buildi~s). 

Prepared by: EHT Traceries last Updated: October 2010 
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