
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFlCE * * * - - 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD 
APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC LANDMARK OR HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGNATION 

New Designation X. 
Amendment of a previous designation 

Please summarize any amendment(s) 

Property name Sheridan Theatre and "Park 'n Shop" 
I f  aiiy part gf./he interior is being nonzirintcd, it nztist be specificallj~ identrped and described in the narrative .vltr/eri~ents. 

a 
Address 62-1 through 622 1 Georgia Avenue, NW 

Square and lot number(s) Square 2979, Lot %&3+35 3 4 

Affected Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B 

Date of construction 1936 Date of major alteration(s) 

Architect(s) John Eberson Architectural style(s) Classic Moderne 

Original use Theatre/Retail Present use Retail 

Property owner WACHOVIA BANK NA TRUSTEE C/O 3RD FLOOR 

Legal address of property owner 175 1 PTNNACLE DR; MC LEAN VA22 102-4903 

NAME OF APPLICANT(S) DC Preservation League 

I f  the r~pplicant is an orgmizntion, it must silbmit evidence that nnzong its pioposes is 117e pron~otion o/lris/or.ic l.~i.c~,sc~ri~tr/ioir in tllc 
Di.s/rict of' C'olirrnbin. /I copy of its charter., nr-ticles of incor~ortrtio17, or by-ln~~~.r,  setting Jorth sifclr /~r~ipo.sc, 11.ili srr~isfi~ /his 
reqirirenzent. 

Address/Telephone of applicant(s) 401 F Street, NW, Room 324, Washinfiton, DC 20001, 
202.783.5144 

Name and title of authorized representative Rebecca Miller, Executive Director 

Signature of representativ Date 

Name and telephone of author of application Alison Luchs - (202) 783-5 144 



NPS Form 10-900 
(Oct. 1990) 

OMB NO. 10024-001 8 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National 
Register of Historic Places Registration F o m  (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "NIA" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative 
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items. 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name Sheridan Theatre and "Park 'n Shop" 

other names 

2. Location 

street & number 6201 through 6221 Georgia Avenue NW not for publication 

city or town Washington, D.C. vicinity 
District of 

state Columbia code DC county code 001 zip code 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this rn nomination [7 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property rn meets does 
not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant nationally [XI statewide locally. ( 0  
See continuation sheet for additional comments). 

Signature of certifying officiawtle Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

I In my opinion, the property X meets [7 does not meet the National Register criteria. (0 See continuation sheet for additional comments). I 

Signature of certifying officialrritle Date 

I State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby, certify that this property is: 
[7 entered in the National Register. 

q See continuation sheet. 
determined eligible for the National 
Register. 

q See continuation sheet. 
Determined not eligible for the National 
Register. 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

removed from the National Register. 
other (explain): 



Sheridan Theatre and "Park 'n Shop" 
Name of Property 

Washington, D.C. 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

[XI Private 
[7 public-local 

building(s) 
District 
Site 

C] Structure 
[7 object 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 8 buildings 

sites 
structures 
objects 

1 8 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing number of contributing resources previously 
(Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 

Recreation and Cultureltheater Commerce/TradelRetail stores 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 

ModernelArt Deco 
Foundation Concrete 
walls Brick/Steel/Glass/Tile 

roof Slag 
other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NationalRegisterofHistoricPlaces SheridanTheatreand"Park'nSh0~'' 
Name of Property 

Continuation Sheet 
Washington, D.C. 

Section 7 Page 1 County and State 

Description Summary: 

Site Description 

The Sheridan Theatre and "Park 'n Shop" is located on the east side of the 6200 block of Georgia 
Avenue NW. The southern boundary of the site is Rittenhouse Street NW. The northern boundary of the 
6200 block is Sheridan Street NW. 

The Park n' Shop Center includes the five storefronts between 6201 through 621 1 Georgia Avenue NW, 
which stretch north from Rittenhouse Street NW behind a forecourt parking lot. It also includes three 
storefronts at 62 13, 62 15, and (currently) 622 1 Georgia Avenue which front directly on the street. The 
theatre entrance, at 62 17 Georgia Avenue, is situated between the storefronts near the north end of the 
complex. 

Architectural Description 

The Sheridan complex includes the Sheridan Theatre and eight associated brick storefronts. 
The northern end of the complex is a storefront at 622 1 (formerly 62 19) Georgia Avenue. This 
storefront is one story tall, with a center entrance. Although a 1936 newspaper rendering shows large 
display windows flanking the entrance, these openings are now partially filled with brick. A brick faqade 
ornament of eight parallel sharp-edged vertical rays rises from immediately above the front door to 
protrude just above the cornice line. A row of masonry bullets runs in parallel with the storefront's 
strong cornice line. These motifs are repeated on each storefront in the complex. Like the rest of the 
complex, 622 1 has modern illuminated signage bolted to the faqade. (Illustration 1) 

The entrance to the former theatre is at 621 7 Georgia Avenue, adjoining the south side of 6221. It is now 
used as a retail store. The theatre marquee and ticket booth have been removed and its entrance partially 
bricked-in. Above the entrance is a round-cornered streamlined upper fractional story which 
accommodated the raised lobby ceiling. The streamlining of this section is accentuated by four recessed 
horizontal speed stripes. This upper section is approximately four feet taller than the storefront cornices, 
a smaller distance than the pre-construction newspaper renderings suggested. 

Behind the streamlined lobby section is a taller rectangular section which probably accommodated 
projection equipment. This section, which rises two stories, is set back approximately fifteen feet from 
the front of the lower story. It also features recessed horizontal speed stripes. 

Behind this rectangular section, the auditorium rises to a full two and one-half stories above the street. 
The actual roof of the theatre is vaulted, but the auditorium has a peaked false cornice with stair steps at 
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either end. This tallest section of the theatre is set back an additional twenty feet from the front of the 
section below. The facade of the upper story is also ornamented with horizontal "speed stripes". 

These offset fagade elements allow the theatre to rise from the street in a series of steps which visually 
minimize the sensation of height. The facades of each story suggest, in order of ascent, a polygon with 
rounded corners, a square, and a triangle. 

Immediately south of the theatre entrance are two storefronts which front directly on Georgia Avenue. 
The single story common faqade turns a corner and runs at right angles to Georgia Avenue, fronting on 
the forecourt parking lot. The faqade then turns a rounded oblique corner to present five additional 
storefronts facing Georgia Avenue across the parking lot. Architectural decoration is limited to the brick 
vertical ray ornaments above each storefront. The verticality of these ornaments, in counterpoint to the 
row of masonry bullets immediately beneath the strong cornice line, underscores the horizontality and 
sweeping streamlines of the storefronts. (Illustration 2) 

The forecourt parking lot accommodates approximately forty cars. Entry is facilitated by driveways to 
both Georgia Avenue and Rittenhouse Street NW. 



Sheridan Theatre and "Park 'n Shov" 
Name of Property 

WashinbQon, D.C. 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria Area of Significance 
(Mark "xu in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for (Enter categories from instructions) 
National Register listing) 

[XI A Property is associated with events that have made a Architecture 
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our EntertainrnenuRecreation 
History. Social History 

[XI B Property associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

[XI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, Period of Significance 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 

Whose components lack individual distinction. 1937-1 976 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Significant Dates 
Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) 

Property is: 

[7 A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious Significant Person 
purposes. (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. Cultural Affiliation 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. ArchitecVBuilder John Eberson and Morton Levy 

[7 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets) 

Previous documentation on files (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested Other State agency 
previously listed in the National Register Federal agency 
previously determined eligible by the National Register Local government 
designated a National Historic Landmark University 
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recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Other 
# Name of repository: 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 
f 

Summary Statement of Significance: 
The Sheridan Theatre complex is significant because it is: 

1) an intact highly-stylized art deco design by master architect, John Eberson; 

2) an influential force in the development of the Brightwood community, as well as that of semi- 
suburban neighborhoods throughout the District; 

3) the first Washington development to fully integrate a theater with a "Park 'n Shop"; 

4) the "missing link" between John Zink's Uptown Theater of 1936, located adjacent to 
Washington's original Park 'n Shop (1930), and Eberson's nationally-renowned Silver Theatre 
Shopping Center (1938). Park 'n Shop complexes which incorporated theatres like the Sheridan 
and Silver are the direct ancestors of the modem mall-with-multiplex. 

5 )  an important venue for community-based African-American drama during a period of rising 
cultural consciousness and redefinition; 

The Sheridan Theatre meets National Register Criteria A, B, and C. Its areas of significance are 
entertainment/recreation, social history, and architecture. 

The Sheridan Theatre meets National Register Criterion A because it is "associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history" -- initially, these events were the evolution 
motion picture industry at the apogee of its contributions to American art, entertainment, recreation, and 
popular culture. Subsequently, these events include the development of the African-American theatrical 
community and African-American produced and themed drama. 

The Sheridan Theatre meets Criterion B because it is "associated with the lives of persons significant in our 
past" -- specifically, the internationally-acclaimed architect John Eberson. 

The Sheridan Theatre meets Criterion C because it embodies "the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction or that represent the work of a master" -- specifically, the type, style, and method of 
construction embodied in 1930s cinema. It is one of a few surviving regional examples of this building type that 
retains these characteristics with integrity. It is the work of an architect universally-acknowledged as the most 
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prominent theatre designer in the world and represents a significant phase in this architect's career. In addition, 
it is an outstanding example of the "Classical Moderne" period of the M Deco style. 

Resource History and Historic Context: 

1. Historic Context 

As Robert K. Headley's definitive Motion Picture Exhibition in Washington, DC observes, motion pictures 
were first exhibited in Washington stores, auditoriums, lecture halls, vaudeville houses, and even outdoor 
locations called "airdomes".' 

The first theaters in the city devoted primarily to moving pictures appeared in the years 1906-1 912. Some were 
modified storefront nickelodeons, others small purpose-built structures. Two theaters from this era survive, 
although they have long been dedicated to other uses. The Minnehaha (1 91 1 ) at 13 12 U Street NW now houses 
a restaurant, while the Georgia (1912) at 3320 Georgia Avenue NW has been an automotive repair shop since 
the 1920s. 

The period beginning in 191 3 saw the building of the city's first "movie palaces". These theaters 
accommodated audiences of as many as 3,000. They included stages for the live performances that bracketed 
the featured motion pictures, as well as a pit for the orchestra that provided dramatic accent to silent films and 
accompanied the stage acts. Most were lavishly decorated in an ornate style which suggested a palace as 
conceived by Hollywood. They primarily clustered in the fashionable retail district along F Street NW, which 
was the hub of the city's streetcar system. Although smaller theaters were built in outlying neighborhoods, these 
large downtown theaters dominated the trade and presented the first runs of every major studio's  release^.^ 

The widespread introduction of sound films between 1927 and 1929 greatly changed theatrical architecture. 
Most existing theaters were retrofitted with audio systems and phased out their house orchestras over the next 
several years. However, the larger theatres built in Washington during this period still included performance 
stages. 

The Depression administered a profound shock to the film industry. Although the 1930s are today symbolized 
by their gaudy film productions, weekly cinema attendance fell by one-third from 1930 to 1 9323. In 1932 

I Headley, Robert K. Motion Picture Exhibition in Washington, DC. McFarland Company. Jefferson, North Carolina. 1999. Pg. 1-52. 
2 Headley. Pgs. 53- 124. 

See http://uoads.virginia.edu/-CAP/PALACE/thirties.html 
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studios and exhibitors lost over $85,000,000 and in 1933 one-third of the nation's theaters c10sed.~ In 
Washington, the tiny Fairlawn Theatre on Good Hope Road SE (1 930) was only new theatre built during the 
first five years of the d e ~ a d e . ~  

As business revived slightly in 1935, the film industry fought to win back its audience by constructing theaters 
that brought the movies closer to home. These neighborhood theatres were frequently owned by local chains or 
by the studios themselves. Smaller than the downtown palaces, they seated approximately1,OOO patrons. 
Designed solely for cinema and engineered for efficient projection of recorded sound, they dispensed with 
orchestra pits and stages. For atmosphere, they often employed the streamlined aesthetic of art deco, 
substituting strong building lines, dramatic color, and theatrical lighting for ornate plaster ornament and 
statuary,. Frequently they were designed by nationally-known theatre architects with no particular ties to 
Washington. Two of the most prominent theatre designers of the day were John J. Zink of Baltimore and John 
Eberson, whose home office was in New York. 

2. The Architect 

John Eberson (Illustration 3) was born in Cernauti, the capital of Bukovina, then a province of the Austro- 
Hungarian empire and now a region of Romania. He apparently grew up in a German-speaking family and 
attended school in Dresden before graduating fiom the University of Vienna with an engineering degree 
in1 896.6 

Eberson emigrated to the United States around the turn of the century and became an electrical contractor in St. 
Louis. He eventually began to design "opera houses" for a promoter who built small town theaters and, after a 
few years, opened his own architectural firm in Hamilton, 0hio.' 

Eberson and his family, which by now included his son and eventual partner Drew, left Hamilton for Chicago 
shortly after April, 1910.' Although biographies state that he began designing big city theaters almost 
immediately, furthering his architectural career does not seem to be the reason he relocated the family. 

4 Preddy, Jane. Glitz. Glamour. And Sparkle: The Deco Theaters of John Eberson. Theatre Historical Society of America 1989 
Annual. Chicago, Illinois. Pg. 25. 
5 Headley. Pg. 260. The Fairlawn seated just under 500 patrons. 
6 Ben M. Hall. "the Best Ree-maining Seats". American Heritage. October, 1961 
7 .Fowler, Brother Andrew C. et al. A John Eberson Scrapbook. Theatre Historical Society of America. 2000 Annual. Elrnhurst, 
Illinois. Pg. 25. 
8 The 1910 U.S. Census of Population shows the Eberson family living in Hamilton, Ohio as of April, 19 10. 


























