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Thank you for your interest in the 2009 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Cycle. The Office of Planning would like 
to capture as much of your input as possible. Please fill out the form below in order to formally submit your 
comments for consideration as part of the 2009 Amendment Cycle public comment period. You may email it to 
Joshua.Ghaffari@dc.gov, fax it to 202-442-7637 or mail it to: Office of Planning, Attention: Joshua Ghaffari, 1100, 
4th Street SW, Suite E650, Washington, DC 20024.   
For more information about the project, visit http://planning.dc.gov and click on "Comprehensive Plan", or call 
(202) 442-7600.  
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	Trackingnumber: 
	Comment1: Gentlemen,  the following comments reflects the sentiments of the Potomac Street residents.The 1200 block of Potomac Street NW Washington, DC has mixed use zoning. Some is commercial C2A and some is residential. In the past this worked quite well because the commercial entities consisted of retail clothing stores or jewelry stores or business operations that adhered to normal business office hours. However, in the last few years two food establishments opened up in buildings that were formally residential. Because these establishments are largely a mix of carry out and/or delivery rather than the traditional sit down restaurant they have had a dramatic and deleterious effect on the neighborhood.We are requesting that special restrictions be put on any future commercial uses that seek to open on Potomac Street. The restrictions would be designed to assure that future businesses will be of the type and operate under business hours that are more compatible with the current residential use.Currently 2 lots are zoned residential. Others that are zoned C 2A are in fact used as residential properties. Several properties on the East side of the block have a mixed use with one floor used as a commercial venture and the rest of the building is residential. Again these commercial businesses adhere to normal business hours with no evening hours for either weekdays or weekends.We do not have a problem with continuing that type of zoning which has proved compatible with the residential interests in some hours of peace and quiet.The food establishments, on the other hand, have created an atmosphere where their business activities and customer base have completely changed the character of the block. Since their business is mostly carryout and delivery their clientele consists mostly of large numbers of rowdy, noisy and frequently intoxicated patrons. Obviously these establishments are incompatible with the intended and past mix use on Potomac Street N. W.While we realize that our recourse with regard to the existing establishments is somewhat restricted, we are willing to make every effort to see that any new business will not be able to operate under the same type of incompatible establishments. Therefore, we seek restrictions on future businesses on the block that would only allow commercial entities that are compatible with the mixed business/residential use such as existed in the past.We strongly urge that you do not allow any food service businesses in the future on the block to be “grandfathered in” if and when these two food establishments close. Rather such allowed uses should “expire” and only commercial businesses that operate under normal business hours should be allowed. This would allow the block to revert sometime in the future to its former state of compatibility and allow us the use and enjoyment of our residential properties to which we are legally entitled.  Thank you, Alex Meeraus
	Comments2: 
	Name: Alexander Meeraus
	Telephone: 202-625-67681
	Email: alex@gams.com
	Address: 1219 Potomac Street, NW Washington DC 20007



