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1. Name of Property

historic name National Mall Historic District — Boundary Increase/Additional Documentation

other names/site number

2. Location

Bounded by 3 St., NW-SW, Independence Ave., SW, Raoul
Wallenberg Place, SW, CSX Railroad, Potomac River, Constitution
Ave., NW, 17t St., NW, White House Grounds, and 15" St. NW

street & number not for publication

city or town  Washington vicinity

state DC code DC county code 001 zipcode N/A

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this ___ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property __ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___ national __ statewide __local

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property ___ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
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___other (explain:)
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National Mall Historic District

Name of Property

Washington, D.C.

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

private building(s)
public - Local X | district
public - State site
X | public - Federal structure
object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

17 20 buildings
24 7 sites

38 6 structures
31 2 objects
110 35 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

60 (25 structures, 17 objects, 11 sites, 7
buildings)”

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Recreation and Culture/museum

Recreation and Culture/monument/marker

Recreation and Culture/work of art

Recreation and Culture/outdoor recreation

Government/government office

Landscape/park

Landscape/garden

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Recreation and Culture/museum

Recreation and Culture/monument/marker

Recreation and Culture/work of art

Recreation and Culture/outdoor recreation

Government/government office

Landscape/park

Landscape/garden

" This total has been derived from the National Register of Historic Places and National Historic Landmark nominations listed in
Section 8, “Summary of Previous National Register Evaluations.”
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7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)

Mid-19t Century: Egyptian Revival, foundation:  gneiss, granite, concrete, steel
Medieval Revival, Renaissance Revival walls: marble, sandstone, brick, steel, glass,
Late 19t and 20 Century Revivals: Beaux Arts, limestone, reinforced concrete, granite
Classical Revival

Modern Movement: Formalism, International Style roof:  slate, ceramic tile, marble

Other: Baroque, City Beautiful other: bronze, aluminum, granite, marble,

stainless steel

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)
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Introduction

Purpose
The National Mall Historic District encompasses some of the oldest and most iconic public lands in our nation. Its

development reflects two seminal historic plans for the federal city — the plan designed by Maj. Peter (Pierre) Charles
L’Enfant in 1791 and the 1901-02 McMillan (Senate Park) Commission Plan — and represents significant contributions to
the design heritage of our national capital.! As the nation’s foremost commemorative landscape, the National Mall’'s
monuments and memorials symbolize the country’s collective values and ideals. Its open spaces define the setting of the
executive and legislative branches of our federal government and provide essential civic space for historic events of
national significance.

This nomination for the National Mall Historic District revises, updates, and expands the original National Register
of Historic Places (National Register) nomination for the National Mall. The National Mall was administratively listed in the
National Register upon passage of the National Historic Preservation Act on October 15, 1966, as a historic site
encompassing the formal greensward and museum buildings between the U.S. Capitol Grounds and 14t Street, NW-SW.
The Keeper of the National Register accepted the nomination form documentation for the National Mall on May 19, 1981.
This nomination expands the previous boundary to include the area from 14t Street, NW-SW, to the Potomac River
behind the Lincoln Memorial and the area from the Thomas Jefferson Memorial to the edge of the White House Grounds
(as shown on the map in Appendix A and presented in the boundary description below).

The National Park Service commissioned this revised nomination in 2011 to satisfy Stipulation 1 of the
Programmatic Agreement executed for the National Mall Plan among the National Park Service, the District of Columbia
State Historic Preservation Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and dated November 5, 2010. It
redefines the National Mall as a historic district with extended boundaries, reevaluates the historic context of the National
Mall, and reassesses the significance of its resources. In addition, it considers the National Register eligibility of multiple
resources not included in original documentation including museum and government buildings, recently constructed
memorials and monuments, cultural landscapes, and archeological sites.

Boundaries

The 1981 nomination for the National Mall classified the resource as a historic site bounded by Constitution
Avenue, NW, and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, on the north, 15t Street, NW-SW, on the east, Independence Avenue, SW,
and Maryland Avenue, SW, on the south, and 14 Street, NW-SW, on the west, omitting the property administered by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture bounded by Jefferson Drive on the north, 12t Street, SW, on the east, Independence
Avenue, SW, on the south, and 14" Street, SW, on the west.? This revised nomination significantly expands the
boundaries of the original documentation to encompass West Potomac Park (legally defined as Reservation No. 332), the
southern portion of President’s Park (Reservation No. 1) known as President’s Park South, the Washington Monument
Grounds (Reservation No. 2), the portion of the National Mall between 3 and 14t streets, NW-SW, (Reservation Nos. 3-
6), hereafter referred to as the Mall or the historic Mall, Reservation No. 553, and Reservation No. 201.3 These boundaries

" The Senate Park Commission Plan was developed over the course of 1901 but was displayed to the public and published by the
Government Printing Office in 1902. When referring to proposals identified in the published plan, this nomination will refer to the “1902
McMillan Plan” so as to specify the source. When the plan is discussed generally, it will refer to the “1901-02 plan,” the “McMillan
Plan,” or the “Senate Park Commission Plan.”

2 The Verbal Boundary Description in the 1981 nomination reads: “Starting at 14" Street and Constitution Avenue, NW, the boundary
line goes east on Constitution Avenue to 3" Street, NW, thence south to Pennsylvania Avenue, thence southeast along Pennsylvania
Avenue to 13t Street, thence south along 15t Street to Maryland Avenue, SW, thence southwest along Maryland Avenue to 3™ Street,
SW, thence south on 3™ Street to Independence Avenue. From Independence Avenue, one goes west to 12" Street, SW, then north
along 12 Street to Jefferson Drive, then west on Jefferson Drive to 14t Street, and finally north on 14t Street, NW, to the starting
point at Constitution Avenue.” See U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places
Nomination Form, “National Mall,” May 19, 1981.

3 For the purpose of this nomination, the term “Mall” or “historic Mall” is used to refer to the portion of the National Mall Historic District
described and documented in the original 1981 nomination (see reference above for the boundary description) encompassing the land
legally defined as Reservation Nos. 3, 3A, 3B, 4, 5, 6, and 6A. Historically, and in the original 1981 National Register nomination,
Union Square (Reservation 6A) is included within the bounds of the “Mall.” However, due to the fact that the jurisdiction of Union
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reflect the development of the monumental core from its origins in the plan for the national capital designed by L’Enfant in
1791 through the 1901-02 plan developed by the McMillan (Senate Park) Commission. The historic district encompasses a
significant concentration of resources united historically and aesthetically by plan and physical development. The verbal
boundary description and scale map included in this revised nomination further define the historic district boundaries.

This nomination also recognizes several resources that are essential to the historic extent and design of the
National Mall, including the White House and its grounds and the U.S. Capitol and that portion of its grounds between
Constitution and Independence Avenues and between 1st Street, NE-SE, and 3 Street, NW-SW. The White House and
U.S. Capitol occupy the two most significant spaces of the L’Enfant and McMillan plans and visually anchor the two
primary vistas of the National Mall — the vista from the U.S. Capitol to the Lincoln Memorial and the western horizon and
from the White House across the Ellipse and Washington Monument Grounds to the Thomas Jefferson Memorial and the
southern horizon. While these two properties are central to the historic significance of the National Mall, they are not
included within the boundaries of the historic district because they are exempt from inclusion in the National Register.* Due
to their importance to the history and design of the National Mall, the White House and the U.S. Capitol are discussed in
the statement of significance narrative. Also, while they are outside of the boundary of the historic district, they are
identified on the historic district map. (The White House and the U.S. Capitol are not included in the description of
resources.) The Eisenhower Executive Office Building (State, War and Navy Building) and the U.S. Department of the
Treasury, although flanking the White House, do not contribute to the historic extent and design of the National Mall
because, unlike the first executive buildings on the White House grounds, the scale of their construction and close
proximity to the adjacent streets created an urban condition that largely eliminated the sense that these structures were
located within a landscape setting. While these building are not within the boundary of the National Mall Historic District,
they are both individually listed in the National Register.

Several other resources adjacent to the National Mall contribute to its historic extent and design. The southern
boundary of the National Register-eligible Federal Triangle Historic District is defined by Constitution Avenue, NW. Its
monumental fagades, uniform cornice lines, and setbacks form a visual corridor that frames the perceived boundaries of
the historic Mall and President’s Park South. The National Register-eligible Northwest Rectangle Historic District, also
located across Constitution Avenue from the National Mall, was developed incrementally as a neighborhood of
monumental buildings framing the Ellipse and West Potomac Park. The broad lawns and deep setbacks characteristic of
the buildings within the Northwest Rectangle facing Constitution Avenue, NW, respond to the park-like setting of the
National Mall’s western end and contribute to its setting and feeling. Arlington Memorial Bridge and the Memorial Avenue
corridor were essential components of the McMillan Plan that extended the primary east-west axis of the National Mall
across the Potomac River to Virginia. The bridge and landscape corridor provide a monumental entry to the federal city
and a formal processional route into Arlington National Cemetery. Although outside the boundaries of the historic district,
the Arlington Memorial Bridge and Memorial Avenue corridor reinforce the axial symbolism and design of the historic
district. The orthogonal and radial streets and avenues of the L’Enfant and McMillan plans constitute a significant resource
that defines the monumental core, and thoroughfares such as Independence Avenue, although outside the boundary of
the historic district, define the extent of parkland and establish view corridors that also contribute to the district’s external
setting.

Resources Documented

The 1981 nomination for the National Mall included minimal documentation and did not identify contributing or
noncontributing resources. This nomination defines a National Mall Historic District, describes in detail 145 component
resources within the district, and identifies the component resources by their type (building, site, structure, or object) and
their contributing or noncontributing status.

Square was transferred from the National Park Service to the Architect of the Capitol in 2012, it is not included within the bounds of
this nomination (see reference below).

4 The White House, the U.S. Capitol, and related grounds are legally exempted from listing in the National Register according to the
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (54 U.S.C. 307104).
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The historic significance of the National Mall as defined in Section 8 of this nomination provides the basis for
evaluating the contributing or noncontributing status of the component resources. In summary, the National Mall is
significant at the national level under National Register Criterion A (properties associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history) in the areas of entertainment and recreation, ethnic heritage
(black), politics and government, education, and social history for the period 1791 to the present. It is also locally
significant under Criterion A in the areas of entertainment and recreation over the same period. The National Mall is
nationally significant under National Register Criterion C (properties that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction) in the areas of
architecture, art, community planning and development, engineering, and landscape architecture for the period 1791 to
1965. Finally, the National Mall is significant under Criterion D (properties that have yielded or are likely to yield information
important in prehistory or history) for the period 1791 to 1965 at the national and local levels.

Three of the National Register’s criteria considerations apply to the National Mall Historic District — Criteria
Consideration B for moved properties, Criteria Consideration F for commemorative properties, and Criteria Consideration
G for properties that have achieved significance within the last fifty years. This nomination recognizes resources from the
recent past that are of exceptional significance and resources that have been removed from their original locations but are
significant primarily for their architectural value. This nomination also documents commemorative resources that are
significant for their design, age, tradition, or symbolic value and commemorative resources that are significant as symbols
of broader cultural attitudes.

The contributing buildings, sites, structures, and objects within this nomination add to the historic associations,
historic architectural qualities, or archeological values for which this historic district is significant. In addition, contributing
resources to the National Mall Historic District include those resources that by their Congressional designation as national
memorials are automatically listed in the National Register at their dedication. In cases where this nomination evaluates
the contributing or noncontributing status of component resources differently than in existing National Register
nominations, National Park Service cultural landscape studies, or other documentation, a record of previous evaluations is
provided in a footnote.

In addition to the narrative descriptions, tables listing the contributing and noncontributing resources within the
historic district can be found at the end of Section 7. The first table provides a chronological list of the resources. This is
followed by a table arranged by resource type. Per National Register guidelines, artworks, such as the outdoor sculpture
on the grounds of the museums along the Mall, are not counted separately from the buildings of which they are part.
Similarly, landscape features, such as paths or streetlights, and biotic resources are not counted separately. Footnote
references to existing National Park Service cultural landscape studies provide sources for additional information on
landscape features within the historic district. Scenic views and vistas that contribute to the historic district’s significance
are identified in this nomination and described as attributes of each component landscape or site. These include planned
views along the principal north-south and east-west axes of the National Mall, reciprocal views between major memorial
sites, extended views along contributing streets and avenues, multidirectional views across component landscapes, and
periodic views of resources from circulation routes, among others. However, because they do not fit into the National
Register’s defined resource types, views and vistas are not itemized or included in the resource count.

Many of the resources identified in this nomination have been well documented in previous studies including
National Register and National Historic Landmark nominations, National Park Service cultural landscape studies, historic
structure reports, archeological investigations, and other scholarship. While this revised nomination follows current
National Register documentation standards and requirements, references to existing documentation are used where
appropriate to limit duplication, to avoid repetition of detailed histories and evaluations, and to produce a useful and
manageable nomination.

Description Summary

The National Mall is located on the banks of the Potomac River in the city of Washington, D.C., which lies at the
western edge of the Mid-Atlantic Coastal Plain. The boundaries of the National Mall Historic District encompass
approximately 692.45 acres in the northwest and southwest quadrants of the city, forming a monumental core within a
densely populated urban area. The National Mall contains lands that were originally appropriated by the federal
government in 1792 for public use, as well as man-made parkland reclaimed from the Potomac River in the late nineteenth
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century. It has its origins in two seminal plans for the national capital — the 1791 L’'Enfant Plan and the 1901-02 McMillan
(Senate Park) Commission Plan — and its evolution represents over two centuries of development.

Four primary component landscapes comprise the National Mall Historic District. These landscapes include the
historic Mall, President’'s Park South, the Washington Monument Grounds, and West Potomac Park.? In brief, the historic
Mall consists of the linear landscape that stretches from the U.S. Capitol grounds to the Washington Monument Grounds
between Constitution Avenue on the north and Independence Avenue on the south, encompassing the monumental
buildings of the Smithsonian Institution, the National Gallery of Art, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. West of the
historic Mall and anchoring the north-south axis of the historic district is President’s Park South. A swath of green that
physically and visually links the White House with the Washington Monument Grounds, President’s Park South has long
been closely associated with the Presidents of the United States and serves as the setting of national celebrations. The
Washington Monument Grounds is located at the crossing point of the National Mall’'s east-west and north-south axes.
With the Washington Monument as its focal point, the grounds provide vital public space in the center of the city’s
monumental core for commemorative events, public gatherings, and recreational activities. Finally, the remaining land
within the National Mall Historic District encompasses the entire area of West Potomac Park. Formed by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers from land dredged from the Potomac River, West Potomac Park provides recreational space and
serves as the setting of nationally significant memorials including the Lincoln Memorial, the Thomas Jefferson Memorial,
and the Vietham Veterans Memorial, among others.

The National Mall is a historic designed landscape of national significance. Its ceremonial parks and greenswards
form the setting of the federal government, provide a distinctive sense of place for numerous national monuments and
museum buildings, and endow the city’s monumental core with essential open space for public gatherings and
celebrations. It contains within its bounds a rich selection of nationally and locally significant designed landscapes,
buildings, memorials, monuments, water features, and other resources that are the product of noted architects, landscape
architects, planners, engineers, and artists.

The landscape characteristics that contribute to the National Mall’s historic significance include its spatial
organization, topography, views and vistas, vegetation, buildings and structures, constructed water features, circulation,
small-scale features, archeological sites, and land use. The overall spatial organization of the National Mall is dominated
by the siting of the U.S. Capitol and the White House, by the locations of major monuments and memorials, by the linear
procession of museum buildings along the Mall, and by the formally arranged canopy trees within the landscape. These
buildings, structures, and vegetative features define the vertical and overhead planes that organize the area. Visual
corridors along the cardinal axes ordering the National Mall and visual connections between landscape features create
symbolic relationships that enhance the district as a setting for nationally important events. In addition, topographic
features such as the Washington Monument Grounds knoll, water features such as the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool,
and circulation elements such as the Ellipse road define the spatial ground plain.

The development of the National Mall landscape has involved various manipulations of the natural landform and
topography of the area, which is relatively level overall. West Potomac Park was created from fill, and, with the exception
of Constitution Gardens, its flat topography provides spaces for recreation and public gatherings and heightens the formal
settings of the memorials and monuments within the park. Constitution Gardens was designed as more naturalistic
connection between the Washington Monument Grounds and the Lincoln Memorial. Edged by the topographic rise of the
Potomac Park Levee, its terrain features gentle slopes and berms that provide visual screens and impart a sense of
informality to the grounds. Along most of its length, the Mall consists of level lawn panels that unify the landscape’s linear
composition, emphasize the setback distances between buildings, and provide a clear setting for its built features. The
topography of President’'s Park South is characterized by a gentle slope that leads down to Constitution Avenue. The
grassy knoll of the Washington Monument Grounds is a principal element of the National Mall’s topography. The knoll
rises to 40 feet above sea level, making it a focal point of the landscape. The knoll is surrounded by flats that continue
within adjacent areas, including the Mall, West Potomac Park, and President’s Park South.

5 Three of the four primary component landscapes that comprise the National Mall Historic District are located within the approximate
684-acre area defined by the National Park Service as the National Mall and administered by National Mall and Memorial Parks. They
include the historic Mall, the Washington Monument Grounds, and West Potomac Park. See U.S. Department of the Interior, National
Park Service, National Mall and Memorial Parks, “Final National Mall Plan Environmental Impact Statement,” 2010. President’s Park
South is managed by the National Park Service through its White House administrative unit.

7



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
National Mall Historic District Washington, D.C.
Name of Property County and State

L’Enfant developed his 1791 plan for the city of Washington with keen attention to visual relationships among the
sites he dedicated to public buildings and monuments. Nowhere was that concept more important than along the Mall,
where views west from the U.S. Capitol and south from the White House intersected at a proposed equestrian statue of
George Washington. L’Enfant’s planned views also extended beyond the statue to the Potomac River. The McMillan
(Senate Park) Commission Plan of 1901-02 also focused on visual relationships, conceiving of sites ultimately occupied by
the Lincoln and Thomas Jefferson memorials as the termination of principal views from the U.S. Capitol and the White
House, respectively — creating the great cross axis of today’s National Mall. The McMillan Plan also established a setback
for new buildings to ensure that views along the east-west axis remained unimpeded, and subsequent development
honored the National Mall’'s principal views. Other significant views were incorporated into the principal viewsheds or
developed as new monuments, memorials, and buildings were constructed. The construction of the Washington
Monument itself established significant new views across the Mall, the city of Washington, and the developing region, and
became the focus of important views from beyond the Mall. These and many other views and visual relationships
contribute to the significance of the National Mall.

The vegetation of the National Mall is primarily derived from planting programs. It serves to protect and enrich
open space and visual corridors and enhance and screen buildings and structures. Throughout the National Mall are street
trees and sylvan areas comprised generally of deciduous canopy trees. Within Constitution Gardens are informal tree
massings with flowering understory trees that heighten the pastoral landscape and provide openings to allow views. In
many parts of the National Mall, the planting palette is rigorously simple, yet monumental. The Washington Monument
Grounds and President’s Park South feature open grassy areas and tree massings, which are used to frame the edges of
open spaces. Rows of elms along the Mall and within the Lincoln Memorial Grounds frame views and strengthen the
formal quality of the landscape. The hundreds of historic Japanese cherry trees that surround the Tidal Basin are also an
important characteristic of district.

The National Mall contains within its boundaries an extraordinary collection of buildings and structures that
represent a diverse range of styles and techniques. The museum buildings of the Smithsonian Institution and National
Gallery of Art flanking the Mall’s central greensward represent the work of American master architects of the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries and contribute to the Mall’s significance as the setting for congressionally sanctioned repositories
of the country’s cultural, historical, and technological heritage. One of the most important developments within the National
Mall in the first half of the nineteenth century was the Washington Monument. Many other commemorative buildings and
structures followed, including memorials dedicated to presidents, honoring wars, and celebrating historical figures of
national significance. Smaller buildings and structures, such as the Bulfinch Gatehouses and the Lockkeeper’'s House
offer distinctive styles and designs that further distinguish the landscape and in some cases serve as anchors for
commemorative events. The National Mall also features utilitarian structures, such as concession stands and comfort
stations, that meet the needs of recreational users and visitors.

The constructed water features within the National Mall vary greatly in type and function. The Tidal Basin was a
key feature in plans for the reclamation of the Potomac flats and serves an essential role in the function of the Washington
Channel. It is an important visual and recreational feature of the National Mall. Another highly visible constructed water
feature is the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool. This shallow, linear water feature was designed and constructed as part of
the formal landscape of the Lincoln Memorial Grounds to enhance and reinforce the visual corridor between the
Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial. In contrast to the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool, the Constitution
Gardens lake has a continuously curving shoreline and a naturalistic feel. Smaller constructed water features are located
across the National Mall and include various fountains and memorial elements such as the elliptical pool of the Boy Scout
Commemorative Tribute in President’s Park South.

Many of the orthogonal streets and diagonal avenues that give physical shape to the L’Enfant and McMillan plans
for Washington intersect with and run through the National Mall and contribute to its significance. In addition to these road
corridors, other historic circulation features include elements such as the Ellipse road and its associated walks and the
rectilinear system of pedestrian paths along the Mall. Spaces and features that constitute systems of movement within the
National Mall and characterize the landscape include the pedestrian plaza at the Thomas Jefferson Memorial and the
Watergate plaza and steps, among others.

Small-scale features have long been a defining element of the National Mall landscape. Street lights within the
district include the single lamp light standards specifically designed for the Mall as well as twin lamp light standards. Other
site furnishings include benches, drinking fountains, signage, and flagpoles. Commemorative plaques and other objects
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including the National Grange Marker on the Mall and the Zero Milestone in President’'s Park South are important symbols
of the National Mall’s significance as a location for national and local commemoration.

Although much of the National Mall is land created as part of the reclamation project that filled the mouth of the
Tiber Creek, within its boundaries are several sites containing subsurface remnants related to historic land use. These
archeological sites are associated with the city’s nineteenth-century infrastructure and urban development and are
important for their potential to provide information about the history of the national capital and the development of the
National Mall.

Historically, the National Mall has served a number of commemorative, public gathering, recreational, and
educational purposes, and these uses have remained constant over the years. The National Mall is an intensively used
public space, and its open space is one of the primary places in the country where citizens exercise their First Amendment
rights. The National Mall serves as the location for a number of ceremonial events and festivals and is the setting for
concerts and exhibits. The National Mall is also heavily used for recreational activities, such as walking, visiting memorials,
and playing various organized sports. The museum and collections of the Smithsonian Institution and the National Gallery
of Art are significant locations of research and the dissemination of knowledge.

The four primary component landscapes that comprise the National Mall Historic District provide a framework for
organizing the narrative description section of this nomination. Thus, the narrative begins with a description of the Mall and
its resources, followed by President’s Park South, the Washington Monument Grounds, and West Potomac Park. With the
exception of West Potomac Park, the resource descriptions within each component landscape are presented in
chronological order by end date of construction. The resources in West Potomac Park are described following the general
organizational structure established in the National Register nomination for the East and West Potomac Parks Historic
District.® Additional text describing the organization of the resource descriptions is provided within each of the narratives
for the four component landscapes.

Narrative Description

The Mall

The Mall (Reservation Nos. 3, 3A, 3B, 4, 5, 6, and 6A) (Contributing Site) extends from 1t Street, NW-SW, on
the east to 14t Street, NW-SW, on the west between Constitution Avenue, NW, and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, on the
north and Independence Avenue, SW, and Maryland Avenue, SW, on the south.” The Mall includes Union Square at its
eastern end and the buildings and gardens of the U.S. Department of Agriculture Administration Building, the National
Gallery of Art, and the Smithsonian Institution to the north and south.82 A monumental landscape of national significance,

6 U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, “East and West
Potomac Parks Historic District (revised nomination),” November 11, 2001 (updated), 7:1-42.

7 As previously noted, for the purpose of this nomination, the term “Mall” or “historic Mall” is used to refer to the portion of the National
Mall Historic District described and documented in the original 1981 nomination encompassing the land legally defined as Reservation
Nos. 3, 3A, 3B, 4, 5, 6, and 6A. The 1981 nomination defined the boundaries of the resource as Constitution and Pennsylvania
avenues on the north, 1%t Street, NW, on the east, Independence and Maryland avenues on the south, and 14 Street, NW, on the
west, excluding the property administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture bounded by Jefferson Drive, 12t Street, SW,
Independence Avenue, SW, and 14t Street, SW. A Cultural Landscape Inventory prepared by the National Park Service defines the
Mall as extending from Constitution Avenue, NW, and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, on the north to Independence Avenue, SW, and
Maryland Avenue, SW, on the south, and from 15t to 14t streets, NW and SW, and includes the U.S. Department of Agriculture
property. See U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, “National
Mall,” May 19, 1981, and U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, “Cultural Landscape Inventory: National Mall and
Memorial Parks, the Mall,” 2006. The issue of the Mall boundaries in relation to the boundaries of the Washington Monument Grounds
w