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Verbal Boundary Descripticn

The Morthwest Ractangle is bounded by Constimtion Avenue to the south, 17% Street facing the

Ellipse to the cast, New York Avenue and E Street o the norh (inclusive of Square 143 and the
sonthern half of Square 104), end 23 Seet to the aast.
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Boundary Justification

The boundaries for the Northwest Rectangla raflact thoss defined by the National Capital Parks and
Plenring Commission ' 1931, These honndaries ere visually and physically irtact,
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

I'he Morthwest Bectangle, located in northwest Washington, 12.C., 15 bounded by Constitution
Avenue ta the south, 17" Street to the east, Mew York Avenue and F Street to the north, and 23"
Street to the west, The boundanes of the rectengle are visually defined on the north by the
residential and commercial development at the edge of the Foggy Bottom neighborhood, on the
east and south by the open spaces ol the Kllipse and Mall {Polomae Park), and on the west by the
walled embankment of the Od Naval Observatory compound. The Northwest Rectzngle
encompasses fifteen city blocks erhenced by twenty bulldings, constructed specifically tor the
Federal povernment and/or semi-public institutions.  Seventeen of the twenty resources
contribute to the period of sigmificance established or the histonie district (1891-1963), OF the
twenty buildings, twelve properties hove be2en individvally listed in the Nalional Register of
Historic Pluces (eleven are hsted in the DUCL Inventory ol Historic Siles).' The Daophiers of he
American Eevolution Memorial Continental Hall, Constitution Hall, and the American Mational
Red Cross have been deemed Mational Historic Lendmarks (WHL). The General Sarvices
Administrarion has determined that the State Department Complex ane the Department of
Tmieriar South are both eligible for isting in the National Register.

The majerity of the resources in the Northwest Rectangle are freestanding structures oceupying a
full eity black, or forming part of £ full-block cemplex. Extended rows of these buildings,
particularly  along 17" Strect and Constitution Avenue, create impressive monumental
boulpvards, Architccturally, the bwldings range ‘n dete from 1897 to 1975, illustrating the
clasaically inspired architectural principles adopted by the Federal government in the 20"
century, Tnaddition, many of the buildings utilize elements related o the scope of the cocupying
arganization in the arcaiteclural detailing.  As the stylistic trends dictated, however, the public
and institutional architecturs of the nation’s capital became reserved, or slripped of the purely
decorative ar monumentzl feamres traditionally associated with povernment buildings. Yel, a
conscicnee attempt confinued to be made to retain the overall classizal concept i7 only in
proportion, seale, material, siting, and purity of line.

" For o more deraifed architecrural deseription end histosdcal statemenl relating Lo a specific property, refer o the
individuz] Maticonal Fzeister nomination applicaticas.
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Wisual elements essential o the setting of the distriet ore the nine parks or parklers, many of
which ae auginented by stiking fowtains, monuments, and sculptuns with a Latin-Aanerican
theme,  Approximately seven statwes have been plaged within the parks, honoring such
individuals as Iose Artigas, Simen Bolivar, Bernardo de Galwvez, and (General Jnse de San
blariin, Several of the landscapad packs wers ereated by the infersection of tree-lined street: and
continuons sidewalks with the wide disagonal averues. The largest of these s Rawling Park,
ocated within Reservation 13 of Andrew Ellicott’s plan for the nation’s capital. Bounded by
18™ and 19" Streets at E Street, the clongated park is a two-level termace aupmented by plentings,
benches, globed lighting, a fountain (1%9108), and the statue of General John A, Hawlins (187 2me-
erecied 19310 Designed by Joseph A, Bailey, the eight-food high Geere of Bawlins is a
compenent of the heroic outdoor sateary commemaorating figures of the Civil War, which was
listed in the D.C. Inventory of Historic Sitzs and the Mational Register of Historic Places in
1578, Addtlonally, the park, Jaid oot in 1937 around the statue, was listed 1o the DGO, [nventory
in 14994, Rawlins Park adjoins the -emnants of the Litle Mall, a cirea 1934 village green of so7ls
that visually linked the Ellipse and the Potomac Kiver. The mall was obliterated by the 1964
construction of the Whitehurst Freeway, its 5 Street extension, and the 1971 construstion of the
Tohn F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.  The smaller parklers found throughou: the
neighborhood were creatcd by the siting of a single building on a full citv block, or by the
locatien of several buildings within a full-block complex. Additenallv, the building form of
several of the monumental structures incorporates intenor courlyands and  quad-angles
landscaped with seating, reflecting poals, shrubs, and trees,

Morthwest Boilding Avea 1790-14%30)

Cricially unnamed un@il 1931, the area 1o the northwest of the President’s Houwse was pwned oy
Travid Rurmes iv 1790, Bumes erected 2 modest wood frame “enttage” (destroved by a stomm in
1594) at the corer of Constitetion Avenue and 17" Street, By 1E16, the site also became home
o the Wan Mess House, an imposing brick dwelling consmucted for General Jehn P Van ™ess
[son-in-law to Burhes] o the designs of Benjamin Latrobe,  Regarded as one of the Mnest
dwelling in the country, the Van MNess House stood until 1907, when institutional development of
tha swrounding neighborhood begar in eamest and the ceteriorating building was considered
antiquated.  The only remnant of [gth century consTuetion in the northwest huilding area iz the
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Van Ness Hoeuse Stable, which dates from ca. 1816, The square stable, now incorpoeraled into
the grounds of the Pan American Unicn, is constructed of brick clad with stuece, The hipped
roof, re-sheathed in standing seam metal, is crowned with a ventlating cupola.  With the
demol:tion of the main house and a $ 100,000 grant from Andrew Camegie Sor the landscaping of
the property, [be stable was moved from its original location fronting 18" Street £t the center of
the block  The steacame was reconsmueted at the northwest comer of 18% and O Strects
Timbers: [rom the foundation of the building, view durinp the reconstruction, were inseribed with
the date “1806.7 The stable was recoznized as a DO, Landmark in 1968,

The firs: institulional huilding in the neighborhood was the Corcoran Gallery of Art,
constructed during 1894 and 1897 at the intersection of 177" Street and New York Avenue An
excellent example of the French Beavx-Aats style with Nec-Gree details, the Corcoran Gallery of
Arl was desipned by architect Ermest Flagg., Returning to the classical principles of desizn, and
the literz] rense of its forms, the white marble Corecran Gallery is visually divided by the
rusticated rose granite basc, shaft or mid-section of white marble, ard richly omamented attic
crowned by & cheneau and a copper roof. This clear articulation of story and section through
fenestration, stringeourse, and omament 1= contimuad on e Tl-shaped addition, designed in
1925-1928 by Charles Adama Platl, Thus, despite the oltcrations that cccurred some fifty yeoars
lster, the Corcoran Challery ol Al sellects the accuracy ol histone details and  classical
inspiretions emphasized at the 1893 World's Exposition in Chicago and by the Ecole des Beaux-
Arts in Masis.  The higkly imposing building with its additions covers almest the emtire lot
fronting 17" Street,

Marking the southwestern boundary of the Ellipse is the Pan American Union ar the
intersection of 17" Street and Constitution Avenue. Constructed in 1908-1910, the monwmental
building was desizned by architcots Albert Kelsey &nc Faul P. Cret. The architecture of the
building incorporated the clsssical principles of design, with s white mearbled fagade and
articulated cornices. Demonstrating the building’s use, the design Blended Scuth American
mot'ts such 25 bas-eelicts, tile roofing, and arcaded gardens with a reflecting peol. Trom the
beginring, the Pan Amercan Unicn has served as o focal peint for the cultaral activites of the
Armerizan  Repubiies in Waskinglon, ThC., both threugh ifs function and architectural
presentation. The building 15 set well back from the streel amid ample lawns and gardens. The
prinziple fagade of 17" Street consists of a three-arched centrel portien flanked hy high pvlons
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and two-story end pavilions. Set between the entry arches, Corinthian pilasters are erowmned with
a paneled Irieze on which the building name is inscribed. The slepirg corrvgated tile roof is
surmounted by o bulusirade thul extends wroond the pylons amd was derived from the Chihuabus
Cathedral.  Apgainat the simple masses of e flankirg p¥lons, two fountain pedestals support
tarble seulprures, cach depicting & mother instrueting a vouth, The group on the north, designed
by Gutzon Bocglum, typilies MNorh Amenca; the southem group representing Soath America
was designed by Lsidore Konti. On the pylons abowve the sculpture is bas-reliefs depicting
Greonge Washington®s farcwell 10 his generals on the noeth: and the mecting of San Marlin and
Bolivar on the south. Owver the panels are che North American eagle and the South American
condor, both seulpted by Solon Borglum.

Tnside “he arcaded poetico, the veulted two-story white marble entry hall, which extends the
width of the povilion, leads into the innar patio enclosed by loggias and surrounded with tropical
planis.  In the centar of the tiled mosaic fleor, a pink and white marble fountain by Gertede
WVanderbilt Whitney carrics Aztee, Sapotecan and Mayan motifs, The dominant features of the
interior garden are the blue tile mosaie rellecting pool and a sculptural reproductien of an arcient
Artee pod, Al the near of the building is the “Blue Aztec” parden, which culminates in a two-
story arcaded pavilion on 18" Street. This annex aad its surrunding parden were completed in
1912, The Yan Mesa Howse Stable is locatcd at the northwest comer of the property,

Contemmporary to the construction of the Pan American Lnion was the Danghters of the
American Revolution's Memarial Continental Hall in 1910 on the adjscent bBlnck. This was
the first building in the three-part complex occupied by the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR). Fronting the Sllipse, the Memorial Continental Hall was desizned by Mew
York architeet Edward Pearce Casey, The DAR termed the olding’s style colonial “modificd
anly 50 far as will ke necessary o apply medemn improvernents with classical hnes.” Thuos, the
design was o reflect the traditional principles of the ¢ra i3 the nation’s capital, while, like the
Pan American Union, incorporae elemenis assaciabsd with the mission of the organizetion. The
exterior of the pale peay Vermont markle building exhibits monumental Tonie porticoes on each
streer fagade. To the cast, along 17" Street, & great lonic portice with tripled columns at the
corners shelters the triple Georgian Revival style entry surmound that is adormed with fanlights
and swags, To the south, at T Streel, 2 semi-cirswar portico projects thirty feet from the main
block of the building. Thirteen memorial columns and pilasters symbelizing the ariginal states
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form 2 semicircle beneath a massive roof. From this portico, steps lead into the memorcial room:
and out to the grassy terrace. Along 13 Street to the north, a ten-foot-de=p portico is crcated by &
row Of seven Tonic columns.  The interior plan designed by Casey included a 2,000-szat
aunditorium, likrary, and a memonal rcom, which fogether provided a reception hall for 3,000
people.  Thortv-three modzsily sized penod rooms, each sponsored By a state chapter of the
prganization, formed the building’s perimeter. The second floor contains offices. and the third
floor, just visikble behind the soof balustrade, houses a great dining hall. The auciterium, which
serves 05 a pensalogy and local history library, still exhibits its original grend scalz and detailing.
Whaen membership outgsew the building after two decades, the local firm of hMarsh and Perer
designed the administration addition facing [d Street, completed in 1923,

[n 1929, John Russell Pope contribated the adjoining classically inspired Constitution Hall,
sonatruzted of Alsbame lmestone.  Apoin, despite construction almoest twenty years after
Memorial Hall, Constitution Hall reflects the architectural influences adopted ay the oripinal
bullding. Motable on the nzoclassical building is the lonie portico and pecimernt punctoated by 2
seulpted American cagle. On the interior, the building housces the larpest auditoriom in he
narion’s capital,  CHten colleetively refermed to as Conshtotion Hall, the snditoriom and
hemorial Continental Hall were recopnized as Mational Historie Landmarks o [985 and 1972,
respeclively,

Sited on the square w0 the notth of the Memorial Continental Hall is the American Natonal Red
Cross, desipned by AL Breck Trowbnidee and Goodhue Livingston of Bew York. This building,
bepun in 1975, also reflects the classical traditions with its white YVermont marble facades, perntle
terraces, and coroular drive, A projecting tetrastyle Corinthian entry portice flanked by engaged
columng and a highly detailed padiment siretches acrass the east fagade. Similarly, the remaining
facaces are monumentally finished with Corintyian porticoes thal have no pediments. Within the
building. a marble tabler set abowve the main sair cites the conwibutions af women whe tended
the sick snd wounded during the Civil War, American sculptor Hiram Powers {1803-1873)
desipned the busts of Frith, Hepe, and Charity that ere located on the landing, On the seconc
floor, in the MNeoclassicalFederal Revival-siyled assembly ruom, are three colotiully glass
windows designed by Lowis C. [iffany [1848-1933),
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[n 1928 and 1931, two freestanding administration buildings were constucted 1o support che
functions of the Amencan Red Cross. Tae north building was conceived as a memerial to the
women of the World War., The threz-story structure mimiss the headquarters with a colonnade
of Tonie columns and balustrated raofling, Two marble worcheres flanking the broad sleps of the
strucre honor long-time Red Cross leader Mabel T. Boardman, Fronting 18" Street, the five-
story hunildirg to the west serves as an office annax. Collectively, the hinldmps create & framaod
rectangaler park or quad-angle, referred 10 as Bed Cross Sguare. With the national headquarters
a3 the centerpicce, the aite consizts of memorial pardons dedicated o volunteer., The sculplure
and memorials were designed by Felix de Weldon, and dedicated ic 1954,

The last of the early lﬂu' century buildings erezted 2o the immediate west of the Ellipse was the
first Department of Interior (now the General Services Administration) at T Street beoween 18"
and 19 Streets. Occupymp the entime bleck, the building Ironts Rawlhing Park (o the south.
Designed in 1915 by Charles Buder with the (Miice of the Supervising Architect, the steel-
framed stroctere clad in Indiana limestone presents the Beaux-Ams Classical Revival
Considered more important than te architectural design, the stmcture’s E-zhaped plan features
interior courtvards designed to provide the necessary lipht and air fo the central offices. Yet,
acstheticians were not particularly pleascd with the building’s shape; thus the open courtyard:
crealed by the seven-story wings lreoling 18 Qureet were connected by Dwo-stlory hyphens
present a s0lid Mock plan on the exterior.  Following the classical wipertite, the building has
lorizontal divisions created by a watzrtable, belt coarses, and a medillioned cormice topped by a
siraple parapet at the toof,  COver the comice 8 an eagle, cervad by Emnest O Baimstow, a
decorative seulptor respensible Jor the beenty-cight panels on the Inexe and omamental work on
the F Street facade. The L Street fagade, considered the rear of the building, echoes the basic
design seen on F Strect.

By the sccond decade of the 20% canury, development 1o the west of the White House was
focussed on framing the Lincoln Memoral (1912-1922) particularly as the blocks fronting “he
Elipse had all been improved by 1917, Under the direction of the Commission of Fine Arts,
consituction began by the early 19205 with the National Academy of Sciences. The building is
locatad at the certer of a rectangular Lo, ronting Construlion Avenue, Onpically 3 stream bed
and tidal ar, the sie was terraced with the marble building as the centarpicse, a landsczpe plan
suggestive of the Lincoln Memorial grounds.  Originally three rectangular refl=eting poals
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exlended northward from the fagade toward C Street; the pools 2ave sinee heen filled with earth
to fusnetion as planters. To the south, the building is surzounded by woodsd lerraces landscaped
by Charles Downing Lay of Mew York.

Like itz neighbors, the Academy building reflects the classical prnneiples in a neo-classical
interpretation, while uhfizng sculpioral 2lements related o the scope of the orpanization as
architectural detailing, Berteam Grosvenor Goodhue desipned the 1922-1924 building, which
consists of a theee-stery rectangular block with horizontal massing. The design freed the building
of the maditioral columns seen along 17" Sireet, while comtineng 1w prasent the illusion of the
classicel friparite,  The strocture, clad in smooth ashlar Dover marble from New York, s
ornamented with scalpture desipn by Lee Lawrie to symbolize the evolution of man, Lawrie alsa
designed the light fixturss and the low relief scenes in the spandrels that depict the Founders of
Bciences, On the intericr, the building is enhanced bw arfistic decorations derived from
Byzantine, medieval, and Renaissance architecture with designs by Hildreth Me'erz and Albert
Herter,

The memorial to Albert Einsein, sitaated in an elm and holly grove in the southwest corner of
the Academy grounds, was unvelled ie 1979 in honor of the centennial of the great scientist’s
birth. Emstein 15 seated on o three-step bench of Mount Airy while granite that 15 serm-cireulor
in plan. The bronze figure, dzsigned by sculpior Robert Berks, helds a paper with mathematical
equations summartzing three of Einstein's most important szient:fie conmbutions.

Maorthwest Rectangle 1931-1963

Simueltaneous to the adoption of the Northwest Rectangle plan in 1931, the architecturzl styles of
the buildings in the arza began to ke transformed Turther from the baditions of classical
ormamentation. By the 195305, development of the neighborhaod framing the Tincoln Memarial
along Constitution Avenue begar in earnest with the building of the United States Public
Health Service {1933) and the American Tostitute of Pharmacy (1933). Critical components
vl the urban design plan established for Constitution Avenus, the monumental kuildings continue
to pay nbute to classical principles, while reducing the architceturally arnameatziion an: direct
apolication of columns that are indicative of this stylistic inlerpretation.  As first established by
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the MNational Academy of Sciences, the builldings resinief omament; thus, presenting only Lhe
proporiion, scale, matedal, and purity of ling traditionally present in goverument buildings.

Designed by Tohn Russell Pope, the Arerican Instimite of Pharmacy is perched al the summit of
a long sloping lawn, a position that agan mimies the siting of Henry Bacon®s Lincoln Memorial

Pope’s white Vermont marble temple bas o windowless projecting pavilion with four pilasters at
the center, ¢ design in conirast to the memorial with its open colurmned facades. The enolry is
embellished with allegorical bas-reliels exeguted by Ulvsses Riced o portray the progress of
pharmacy, as well as Light and Tlope. The bronze entry doors are lopped by a circular grilled
tranzom fanked by bronze lamps. The roof peraset heightens the effect of the buildicg, making
it appear prepertionally grencer than it reglly is. On cither side of the projecling pavilion are two
recessed bays, visually atiached through the use ol massing and the balustrated terrace thal
surounds the entire structure,

The contemnporary United States Public Hezslth Service (now know as Interior South) was
designed bv Washington, D.C. architect Jules Henri de Sibour in 1933, The E-shaped building
stends threa stories in height with a hawement set on a ferraced platforn that visvally raises the
atructure. It is articulatzd into three scetiona consisting of a long central pavilion flanked by
[My-loel wide wings al the rear. The luewde of the central section is Turther divided, as the
classical style suppested, by fowrteen openings marked by Tuscan pilasters. The exterior,
inended 1o ke faced in limesone as a cost saving measure, is clad in marble on the facade to be
tore 1n keeping with its monwnental neighbors. The front plane of the building iz sat in line
with the existing Secience Building and the contempaorary Pharmacy Building, allowing enough
space between the front of the building and the strect for the evenmually develapment of a
landscaped planting scheme,  While de Sibour required the inclusion of proper grading and
terracing of the grounds, little of anv of the landseaping designed by irm of Wheelwrizht and
Stevenson was accomplished. By 1939, planting had begun wilh variations to the plan tha
mnecluded exparsive lawns and tree.line gravel wallowavs alonpe Constitulion Avenue.

Follewing the siting anc lamdseaping plans praviowsly initatsd along Constitution Avenue, the
Federal Reserve Hoard was constructed in 1937 with nearly all sivlistic amament omitted or
the exterior. As the current trends dictated, the building is net traditionally classical, but rather
“siripped classical” in design.  The Federal Reserve Board. designed by Paul H, Crat, is
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surrounded on either side by landscaped pardens and broad marble walks that leads to the
mornurmental entey of the white Georgia marble strusture, The entry is marked by a simple motif
of piers surmountsd by a American eagle, the work of Sidney Waugh. In contrzst with the plain
white surface ot the building 15 the design of the bronze windows, scparated with spandrels of
palished Swedish granite, on which bronze plaques are mounted. The air-conditionad building 15
H-shaped in plan, and the east and west courtvards are formallv planted in such a manner as to
focus attentzion on the fountains facing the entry gates, The more generally used C Street a2nrry is
flamzed by pylons with figures in bas-relief desipned by John Gregory, symbolizing the United
States and the Fedaral Reserve Svystem,

The Constituticn Avenuz entrv opens onto 8 lobby walled with Kansas lesina stone; in the
marble floor were bronze plaques reproducing the seal of the Board of Governers of the Federal
Reserve System. The plaster eciling is decorated with motifs of Greck coins and a relicf of
Cyvbele, Anatolian carth-mother. A momnumental stair leads to the second floor, notable for its
mosale-bordered markle floors end wrought iron work by Samuoel Yelling, The bosrd room, in
the Censtitution Avenue wing on the second floor, has a (ireplace of Tavernelle Fleuri marhle
with an inlaid bronze relief svmbolizing stability and productivity.

The plan of the new Department of Intevior, constructed in 1535-1936 to the designs of Waddy
B, Wood, reflects the cesign principles incorporated in the forme: Department of Interior,
specifically the plan that allowed light and air to circulate. Dedicated on April 16, 193¢, the
smooth Indiana limestone exterior, laid in a repular ashlar pattern, reflects the stripped classicism
popalar in the late 193{s. The fishbone plan of the building — perhaps the most distinetive aspect
of the exterior — consists of six wings running sost and west beiween 18% and 19" Streets, with o
connecting, wing trough the center running oot and south between C and E Streets. The plan
creates narrow courtyards landscaped with shoubs, trees, and benches that visvally connect the
structure with the adjacent parks. The connecting wing ircludes the main eatry, which also
serves as emploven enfrics and the north snd sourh [obhies, The building, sheathed with [ndiana
limestons above & pink pranite base, nses seven stories with an eighth story setback over the
cenneeling wings. The north and south sides are designed with a two-story base, a theee-story
supersiTucture, a heavy comice above, and a two-story attic with a monumental fricze.
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Az the Interior Building has over three miles of corridors and 2200 roomes, the interior is replete
with amamentation and artwork.  Murala, scolptures, bas-relicfs, and ornamental bronze and
plasiterwork adorn the public and povale spaces. The sculplure is ol restricled e the building
itselt, but continued into nearby Kawlins Park and the surrcunding parklets. Within Reservation
383 0 the south is the bronge equestian statue honodng Simon Belivar, liberator of South
America. The statue, £ gift of the Venemielan govemment, was designed by Felix de Weldon on
a Swedish pranite padestal with terracing, and dedicated in 19539, The site was designed in 1557
by Cesar Casiclles of Venerucla and William Bergmen of the MNaticnal Park Servies,  The
asvmmetrical design includes a central polvgonal pool that containg omamental grasscs and 2
small island with rrees, Desipned as a sirall ecosystem, the pond supports 1izh, turtles, and
ducks.

The Statc Department complex, designed in twe scparate sccticns, i3 located at 23" and C
Strects. Tae first section, in the nortbeast comer of the Block Tcing 21 Slree,, was built 0 he
designs o Underwood and Foster for the War Department in 1941, Influenced by industrial
dezipns, the building exhibitz influences from the Art Moderne, “Depression Modem,” and
Streamlined Modeme., The stucture i3 clad in rough limestone and enlivened by polished
granite in the spandrels between the metal casement wincows, While 7 exhibits the classizal
massing and proportions, the builéing clearly expresses s function 25 a modem office building.
A large portico of four stark plers rising four storles above a two-story base marks the entry.
Six-story wings flank the entry pavilion. The original desipn called for sculphaal proups to
accent the main elevation, but anly five square medzllions cn the fricze were executed.

[n the mid-1930z, the State Department Extension cxpanded the complex to the west anc
south, with entmes on O, 23" and T Streets.  This smooth-limestone-sheathed structure is
designed in the modern style of the 1930: by continuing the Art Moderna characteristics of the
War Depariment to some dearee, while simplifving and combining them with elements
commonly utilized by the [nternational atvle. Thus, there is & greater strezs on horizoctality, and
maore emphasis on & balance of unlike parts rather than axig]l symmetry, Evenly punctaated with
Lwo-paned cusement windows, the building presents a new aed modern archileciural style to the
area, alzhough the building’ s munction remained in keeping with its neighboring predecessors,
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It paricular, through plan and =iting, the combined buildings of the State Department complex
mintic their neighhors with open intenor courtyards and landscaping that visually extends into
the ad'acent parklets. To the north, in Rescrvation 103, is & bronze reproduction of the Discus
Thrower, Cast in Florence, [taly, the statue tests on a marble column excavatad Irpm the ancient
ruins in the city of Rome. The figure was a gift of appreciaton to the United States for our
effois in retormieg the origing] ancient Greek seolprore o Taly afler World War 11 The
scitlpture and itz surrounding pardens were dedicated in 1956, The peservation in which the
statuc atands, known as Edward T Kcelly Park, was officially identificd in 1884, and vastly
enlarged on hMay 14, 1969,

While the sty istic designs cmearging at the State Department were becoming a national tradition,
the Pan American Tinion Annex (19497 and the District of Colomhbia Chapter House of the
American Red Cross (1953} referred back to the classical styles so embraced in government
architecture. Tach bulding incorporated many of the design elements and applied omaments
displaved in their adjacent headquarters, the Urpanization of American States and the American
Red Cross, respectively. Although smaller in scale and fulfilling a more contemporary aesthetic
than other public buildings in the immediate area. both the Pan American Annex and the District
Fed Cross fit icto the NOPPC's vision of the Morthwest Rectangle. The buildings” design were
deacribed as "modem classie,” a torm that was commonly wied by the press ard government
architects during the period to describe the new poblic architecture.

Paul Cret, who designed the Organization Headguarters, was called in to plan in the d2siprs for
the Pen American Union Annex, althovgh the worle wag carried out by Harbeson, Hongh,
Livingston & Larson, The stvle of the white marble faced building is largely dictated by its
prornnent lpcating Mronting Consttution Avenoe. T35 classical in foome and propection, bul like
its headquarters, incorporéted the motite and emblems of the American Republics, The
landscaped site 1= angmented by the frecstanding statue of Jose Artipas, father of Urgguayan
independence. The gure faces the Mall from its fommal setting on a granite square in a semi-
cirenlar flapstone terrace. A pranite bench faces the statue on the opposite side of flagstone path
thal tuns through the perk parallcl to Constitution Avenus.  The portreit of the Lignavan
revolulionary hero was desipned by sculpuor Jan M. Blanes, and erected in 1930, A replica of a
statue in Urugnay, the bronze fgure was gast wilth funds collected by schonl children and the
Chamber of Deputics. The pranite pedestal is inscrbed “From the people of Uruguay to the
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people of the United States, Liberty of Amcrica is my dream, acd its attainment is my only
hope.™

Fppers anc Higgins, the successor imm to the architectural monarchy of John Bussell Pope,
gained the commission for the American Rec Cross' District Chapter building by Maw 1947,
The rendering of the building, first publisked in the Fvening Srar on July 1, 1947, depizts a
formal composition of white stone In o stripped clossical style, with an clabomate awepped
approach o the main entrance, This desizo s closely based on the archileels earlier scheme [or
the Army Medical Muscum and Library that was approved by the Commission of Fine Arts in
Septemnber 1941, The rendering of the Chapter House presented the fonestration as a serics of
hali wertical bays set hetwesn abstracted prlasters wath a cenlral monumental entrance bayv. The
building 15 approached rom a "bold sculptured statrway entrance moch like the one exsculed on
the soulh fauade of Plerson and Wilson's 1939 At Deco Libiary of Congress Annex" The
resulting effect is an austere absracted temple placed on a slightly raised plinth, a formar that is
in keeping with the federal architecture of the time,

In contrast, the Office of Personnel Management (1963) and the Federal Reserve Board
Annex (1975, also known as the Martin Building) meflecied the modorn architeetural
interpretations presented by the Sate Departiment exlension wilh their luck ol emament. The
Management Building is a preduct of the combinad designs of the architectaral firms of Jelmuth,
Ohata and Kassabaum, Ine, and Loebl, Schollmen and Bennett. With an irrepular H-shape, the
building looks o (s neighbaors in plan with open courtyards.  Additionally, the building’s siting
imitates the landscape plans unofficially adopted by the arca in the early 20th centuy with
plantings.

Presenting the [nternational style, the Federal Reserve Board Aanex disregards the traditional
classical forms exhibitzd throughout the neighborhood. Yeot, in an attempt to integrate with the
community, the building is clad wath white marble and the tnpartite ideals of the classical style
are seen with the supportive base, the structural skeleton of markle and glass on the upper storizs,
and the overhanging flat roof. The building is symmetrical with full-block massing, a form not
practicec ia the area since the early part of the 20" century. The site on which the building
stands was dedicated n 1576 a5 Robert Latham Owen Park. honoring the Oklahoma Senator
whe was a member of the Cherokee Mation and a prireiple advoeate of the Federal Reserve Act.
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The landscaping desipn was modified in the late 19702 by Oehme Van Sweden and Associates
Ine when the southern magnolias were replaced with crnemental grasses, troes, a tennis court,
seating, and open lawns used for emporary sculpiure exkibits,

Although non-contributing, the United Union Building of 1972-1973 continues the stylistic
slatement and landscaping plan nfthe Annex. The mnz-story stroctone 3% eonstructed with a stoe!
struetural system clad in granite, The raized base, consisting of structural supporis, ereates a
landseaped courtyard that extends to the terraced plaza fronting 18" Stect

Landscaping in the adjacent parks are augmented by the equestrian stacies of Bemardo de
Galvez in Reservation 720 and General Jose de San Martin in Reservation 106, The bronze
figure of Galvez was authorized by an Act of Congress in May 1976, and designed by Juan de
Avalos, The statue was a gift frome the King of Spain in recognition of owur nation”s bicentennial,
Galver was Militury Governor of Louwisiang by royal decree in 1776, and sided the colonies in
their battlz against the British with the congquest of Tensacola In 7Bl The slatue, surrounded by
grecnery and benchas, was dedicated on June 3, 1976 by Hizs Majesty King Juan Carlos of Spain.
The parklet, now maintaned by the MNational Park Service, 13 directly atop the E Strec:
underpass.

The equestrian satue of San Martin, mounted on stene set on a foundation of brick and sand
from San Lorenzo, is cast in Argentine copper. The fipure wes a zift from thz citizens of
Argentina to the United States, honoring San Martin as the founder of Argentine indepandence
who led the liberating army across the Andes to give Chile and Peru frzedom. An Act of
Congreaz approved in "924 authorized the crected of the stame, a copy of the original by
Durmont exhibiled in Bueno: Aires, TUowas dediceled in 1925 in Judiciary Square, only to be
relocated to the Morthwest Rectangle in 1970, The reservation in which the statue currertly
stands was officially identified in 1884 and 2nlarged in 1969 fallowing the closure of a segmen:
of Wew York Averue, The park was redesipned in 1971 by Nadonal Park Servize landscape
architects Frank Meuhauer and Darwina Meal together wilth the firm of Donovan and Associates.
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Buildinps
Amenicen Insidtule of Fhamnacy
1933; Early Stripped Classicism

War Department
1941 Madern Moseinent

Federal Beoscrve Board Annex
1975 Moaoderm Movenment

Mational Academy of Sciences
1924; Earlv Siripped Classicizn

Federal Keserve Hoard
1957; Stripped Classicism

2215 Consntution Avenve MW (Lol 62 5q. U517
Contrihuting

215t & E Streets NW (Lot 84 5q. 0001)
Contributing

st & C Strests WW (Lot 87E Sg. 0001)
Maon-Contributing

2101 Constitution Avenue MW (Lot BE S5q. 001)
Cuonitcibuling

Constitutiom Avenue & 20th Strect {Lat 88E Sq. 0001}
Contributing

Districe of Columbia Chaptzr, American Red Cross 2025 F Strect NW {Lat 104 8¢, 0834)

19353; Bripped Claszicism

Civil Service Commission
1963 ; Modern Movement

L& Pablic [ealth Servics
193%; Early Sfripped Classicism

Depastment of Interior
1915-1917, Smipped Classizism

moew Departmrent of the Interior
19535-1938; Siripped Classizism

Corcoran Gallery of At
1897, Fovmuan Revival

Comtributing

15th & E Strects N'W [Lot 124 5q. (001
Comtributing

1951 Censtitution Avenve KW (Lot 128 8q. 0001)
Contribating

LEth & F Streats NW (Lot €143 Sg, 0001 )
Contributing

1849 C Street N'W (Lot 142 Sg. 0001
Contributing

171k Street 8 New York Avenue (Lot $171 5g. 00013
Contrnbuting
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[rited Tlnson: Buoilding
LR972-1974, Modemn Movement

Fed Cross, American National [esdqrarers

191 %, Academic Classicism

American Ked Cross Adminismation
1928 Academic Classicism

American Red Cross Offics
1931; Smipped Classicism

Memarial Continental Hall
1910,1923; Acadsmic Classicism

Constitstion Hall
1928-14930; Academic Classicizm

Drranization of American Stases
1908; Academic Classicism

YW Tess Hoose S tabias
Ca. [5316; Greek Revival

Pas American Union Annex
1949; Early Stripped Classicism

Park Sraiues
Statiz of Tase Artizas
Dedicated 1948

Btatuc of Simon Bolivar
Dedicated 1959

18th & F Sereets MWW [Tot 0171 So. 0002
Mon-Contributing

17th & [ Streets MW (Lot 172 Sq. HICT)
{.1-1'|I'|1.|i|.‘.llll-|||_5

I7:h & F Streets (SW commer) WNW (Lot 172 Sq. 0H02)
Lontnbuting

15th & F Streets NW (Lot 172 Sq. 0003}
Cepinbuting

1776 L Street MW (Lot 173 5q. 00013
Contribuling

330 18" Street WW (Lot 173 Sq. (002)
'I.'_!rrrm'ﬂ:ut:ng

L Tih & Constitution Ave W (Lot 1735 5q. 00010
Contributing

18k & C Steeels WW (Lol T35 Sy, 00023
Mom-Contributing

1910 & Coostitosion Avenne NV (Loc 174 Sq. 0001
Contributing

Reservation |14
Centributing

[leservation 333
Contributing
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Repredvation of the Thseus Thrower Reservation 105, Bdward I Eelly Park
Dedicated 1956 Contrilvating

Statue of Barnardo de Calver Resciwaticn 720
Cradivaled 1970 Mur-Conliibuiiog
Stetue of General Tohn A, Rawling Rawling Iark
Drecticated | B Are-erecled 19351 Contributing

Statue of Ceneral Jose de San Mardin Keservation 106
Dedicated 1925 placed 1976 Contributing

Stutue of Alhert Einstein Constitution Avenue at Mational Azademy of Sciences

Mhecdicmbed [97% Moen-Contriboting
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SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Merthwest Rectangle, denoted by L Enlant as the future site o an undefinsd grouping of
buildings, was officially acdressed for the first time in 193], The area was defines] by Fotomae
Park (The Mall) and Constivation Avenos (formerly B Street) to the south, E Street and Mew
York Avenue on the north, 17" Steeet and the Fllipse to the east, and 23 Street excluding the
Maval Hospital prounds to the west. Unollicial development of the rectanple began as aarly as
1831 with the construction of the original portion of the Corcoran Gallery of A, and officially
terminated with the Federal Meserve Annex in 1¥75.  Hetween this eightv-vear period, the
Morthwest Rectangle developed as a moncmental core with semi-public and instituhonal
buildings framing the Ellipse, By the mid-1920s, with the aceeptance of the Mehillan Flan and
the City Beaatful Muovenent, the ocphbahood developed alonp Constilubion Awvenoae,
intentionally fmaming Potomac Farg and the Lincoln Memonal. Today, the Monhwest Rectangle,
whetaer forerally planned or not. represents a porion of L'Enfant s comprebenszive barocue plan
with a coordinated svstem of radiating avenues, parks, and vistas essential to the historic plan of
Waahington, 12.C,

[n this context, the Northwest Rectangle should he listed in the National Register of Historic
Placez with architectore, commumiry planning, and landscape architecture as the areas of
signiliconse within the 1891-7963 period of signilicance, The Northwest Rectongle is a cohesive
disrrict consistng of buidings landscaped by nume-ous parks and parklets filled with planings,
memorials, scalptures, fountains, and raflecting pools.  The architecure includes stylistic
gxamplas ol late 15" and eHTlY ap century classical revival, and s transformation fo steippied
classicism and the meodern movements, OF the twenty buildings, twelve proserties have been
individuslly lisied in the Walional Repister ol Historic Ploces (glaven ure listed in the 1DC
Inventory of Historic Sites). Additionally, the Daughters of the American Eevolution Memorial
Continental Hall, Constitution Hall, ard the Amercan Nabenal Bed Cross have been desmmed
Matienal Historic Landmarks (MHL). Visusl elements essential to the setting of the district are
the nine lardscaped packs or parklets, fhe fountains and teflecling pools, and muny stalues
honoring ‘ndivideals famous 'n -he history o the Amernicas,
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Planning in the Morthwest Building Area

The histeric plan of Washogton, Disteet of Colwmnbia, desigied by Picne L'Eolant in 1791 as
the site of the Federa' City, représents an excellent example of a comprehensive barogue city
plan,  The area to the northwest of the President’s House rellects 1°TEntant’s ideals with a
coordinated systemn of radiating avenues, parks, and viataz aid over an orthoponsl system. Yet,
wilh the departure of L Enfant in 1792, the area wos te rermaie undelined for almost one hundred
aml fifty years,

The econstuetion of federal and msttational buildings o the northwest fuoalding anea began n the
latter part of the 19" centuwry. Mot officially recognized as part of the monumental core, or as a
sonvenient location for govemment activity, the northwest building area dic airact instituticnal
arganizations.  Siting of the earliest resources was not formally planned, vet, the buildinps
amarated along VTN Srect wAlk wistas b the Flhpse amd White Howse.  Also nol inlentiomally
planned, the architectural stvles, siting, and landscaping of tha earliest buildings presented z
monumenta] aesthelic commonly associaled wits the contemporery Cily Beaalilul Movement
with designed plantings and sculpured gardens.  Each of the freestanding resources was
prominenily et upon a single block, fronting the Ellipse to the east, with tareaced pardens and
formal plentings surmounding.

I'he first of the several insututicnal bul.dings constructed was the Corcoran Gallery of Art, the
priginal porlion of which was erected between 1854 and 18Y7 at the interssction of 17" Sireet
and New York Aveane, Washington, [D.C, philanthropist William Wilson Corcoran founded <he
Ceorcoran Gallery ic 1869 for the purpose of encouraging American genius in the arts. The first
gallery Coreoran had constructed 1o house his collection was located at the comer of 17" Sirzet
and Pennsylvania Avenue (the present home of the Benwick Museum of Smithsonian
Instifution). The growth ol the gallery was spurred in 1870, when Congress epproved established
a charter and trustees, thus making the Corcoran Gallery of Art a scmi-public instination. In
addition to the federal fiunding, William Coreorgn peraonally pave an endowment of S900,000
for the perpetual establishment and mainienance of the gallery, stpulating that the building be
openad without admission charge to visitors.  Cotcoran begueathed an additional som of
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FIO0 00 a2 an endowment for the creation ol the Coreomn School of Art, the only truly
profeszional art schoaol in the District of Columbia,

An increase in acquisitions prompred the need for additional exhibit and storage space; thus, the
present site gt the corner of 17% Street and New York Avenue was purchasad in 1891, Trained at
the Ecale des Beaux-Artzs in Paris in the 18803, architect Fmest Flagg gave Washington, 1.0 its
first Beoux-Aris styled building in the designing of the second Coreomn OGallery ol Art
Caonstruction of the building began in 1894 and was completed three vears later for a total cost of
Fr00,000. The brick structurz with hollow file and steel framing faced in white Georgla marole
measurad 263 feet an 17" Street and 113 Seet an B Streen. A U-shaped addition was construcsed
to the designs of Charles Adams Platt, opening in 1928, The additon exlended the origina B
Street fagade 167 foet o the west, The resulting struecture was L-shaped in plan, creating =
continuous Tagade an B Street. Amplitying the building™s location on the hexagonal-shaped
aguare is the dramatic hemicyelz, which connocts the gallery and the art school with auditorium
and exhibition space. Designed by Flagg as a deuble-heipht room, the inerior o the projecting
hemicyele was redesigned by architect Weddy T3 Wood as a two-story space in 19152

Just aver one hundred years after 1" Enfant’s plan, the laveut of the area 1o the northwest of the
Przzident’s House was alficially scrutimized for the Grst tme. The Senate Park Cormmission Plan
{also known as the Mcbillan Plan) of 1901 embraced the reclaimed Potomac flats, a process thal
wis envisioned in the 18708 and implemented between the 8305 and 1900, The Senate plar
enlarped the Mall to the west and presented a landscaped platform on which t erect a terminal
monumrent, specifically the Lincoln Memonal., The monument was to cascade castward toward
the Washingten Monument with a reflecting pool, radiating avenues, and tree-lined walks.

Within the public park L'Enfant had eavisioned for the northwest building area, the 1901 Plar
directed the placzment of a “rond point™ or cirele. The circle was to mark the intersection of
"'.-"J'.t'g.:ﬂ-“_‘l arnd] MNew York Avenues and a TLI."l.’.-".:.-' crealed road (now known zx Henry Bacon Drive)
that would extznd to the Linecln Memorial., This layout was te be mircored to the scuth of the

2 Matenal Register of Historie Places — Moarindgion Torm, “Carcoren Gollery of Ar® Prapared by Suwmane
Cianschiniety, Matinnal Capital Planning Commissizo. {Javwary 1971}, Parela Seout & Anioinette T Lee, Binfaings of ifc
LNpeicd @y Codremdria, M York, MY [hdioed Univeryity Fress, 19510, p. 207,
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reflecting pool, thus reinterpreting TOEnfant’s haroque plan with itz radiating avennes snd
intersecting circles,

[0 the northeast, te proposed rond point would be landscaped by the park ater known as
Bawhing Park, created in [874 by [he connection of pwo triangular blocks on MNew YVork Avenue
that proved too small for improvements.  To the southeast, the Senate Park Commission
indicated .. for the most pars, this arca from Mew York Avenue to the eiver should be treated as
3 wond, planted inforeially, but marked by formal roads and paths, much as the Bois de Bologne
at Paris is trested.” The development of Ce area 1o the west of the propossd circle was nol
addressed at all,

To protect The geals introdeged by the MoMillan study, Congress establishec the Commission of
Fine Ams (CFA) in 19140, CFA was created as a consulting organization to the government or.
the design ol bndges, sculplure, pards, ponhngs, and gther artistic mallers, an executive onder
later that year added the responsibility of design review for all public buildings. Although
sulborioed W deal with swel endesvors pabonwide 10 mequested, CFA [ocused on e
development of Washingten, [0LC., guiding the inferpretation of public spaces ard approving
federal building projects, statuzry for the parks, and even park landscaping programs. At the
onset, CFA concentrated on the development of the capital’s monumental core, particularly the
desipn and construction of the Lincoln Memoerial and the landscape of West Fotomae Pack.

The imalemantat.on of the Senate Park Clomimission Plan of 1901 was not expeditious, however,
and muny of the plans for the northwest neighborhood never materialized. The cirele with its
radiating drive was never constructed, nor were the woods plented,  Plens for Potomae Park and
the terrrinal memorial procecded in 1912, and captured A Street into its landscape.  Therefore,
the southern koundary of the northwest building area becane Constitution Gardens along B
Strect (renamed Constitation Avenue). Despite this promirent location directly an the Mall,
future development of the area was sill not addressed as a residentinl, commercial, or
governmental neighbtorhood, Consequently, the community evolved slowly from within as &
residential reighborheod subdivided with numercus narrow lets improved, or intende] o be
improvved, by rowhouses. Yoo, forlheoming development was slowly becoming apparent by 16013
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as several momunental foderal and institutional bulldings began to mark the cdges of the area;
Pan- American Union (1%08-18110) Daughters of the American Revolution Continental Memarial
Hall {1910% the Amcrican Red Cross Mational Headquarters {1915-1917); and the Department of
the Intetior (1913-191 7).

Fronting the Ellipse, the white marble Continental Memorial Hall (1910) was conceived as a
menument to the founders of the republic, a3 an inspiraton for patriotic sentiment, aad as a
headquartars tor the organization. The design of the building was termed by the Davughters of the
American Bevolution as “the Colomal style modilied only so [ar as will be necessary 1o apply
modern improvements with classical lines."? Architectural schemes for the building were
solicited twice, with no single design accepled.  Subsequenlly, BEdward Pearce Cosey of Mew
York presented a plan that incorporated many of the proposed designs, including a 2,000-scat
auditorium, a library, and a8 memorial room, which together provided o recepion hall for 5,000
people. By the 19205, when the organization outgrew the original butlding, the local finn of
hdarsh and Peter was retained to design the adminmisiration building lacieg D Streel (compleled in
192233

In 192%, Joan Russell Pope contributed the adjpining classically styled Constitotion Hall.

Constructed of Alabama limestone, the 4 M-seat acdimmium was embellished with Tonic
columng and American eagle scalptures, At the laving of Constitution Hall's cocnersione on
Chetorher 300, 1928, the Honorable Charles Moorz (chairman of the Commissior of Fire Arts)
praised Continental Memorial Hall, the administration building, and Constituticn Hall as =, parl
of the Mational Capital plan,” Maoore went on further to note the lack of planning nstiuted in
the mation’s capiial in the late 19205 and the civic contribution of the extant resourzes ia the
northwest boilding area, *._if there be a leck in Washington of wday, it is our lack of
zoasideration for thosz things that make for the highest civilizetion, Towards Glling that need
thiz building will be a nesessary physical contribuiion, ™

3 Hepi and Lee, pp. 208204,

A Mattonal Register of Hiseris Faces - Mamiaztizn Zomn, “Constintion Hall” Prepared by the Mational Canieal
Flanning Corunssion. (1985 Somt and Lee, pp. HiE-205,



TS Fo=n 130100
(Ra=, 11-80) LA B, 2008

United States Department of the Interior
Mational Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Continuation Sheet

NORTHWEST RECTANGLE HISTORIC DISTRICT

Section number B Page 22

Following that same wl=al was the (hrpanization of American States, constructed betaesn
1908-1%10 an 17" Street between Clonstitution Avenue and C Street The building, alse known
as the Pan American Union, was set on property that originally was the site of the Van Meoss
Mansion, an impos:ing dwelling erected in 1816 for Gereral John P, Van Ness (who evanmally
served as Mavor of Washington) ta the designs of Benjamin Latrobe, With the demolition of the
mansion in 1907, construction of the Orgamzetion of Amencan States Building began,  Said to
b oone of the most cxotic of all the momamental buildings in Washingtona, DVC s central core, the
Organizational of American States was the work of architects Albernt Kelsey and Faul F, Cret.

The design of the white marble building was the result of an architestural competition, with the
architects deawing from the classical traditions. A= published in Architectural Record, "the site
chosen for the building, ot the cormer of 17" Street N.W, ard Polomae Parl, is o splendid one for
a menvmental building, and the Par American Bulding bas been skillfully kept in conformily
with the two other important buildings on 17" Street, as well as the generally monumental
charactzr of public buildings in Washington.,..” The article further siates that the building
expresses .. .an unnsnal degree of individuzlity in itselfl And all three of these buildings, while
representing inlerests and activities of mmarked public impertanes, ae distinetly apart, officially
from the national govermment. The Corcoran Art Gallery, the headquarters of the Daughters of
the American Revolution, and the Pan American Unicn constitute an interesting group, or rather
sequence, of monumental buildings in while marble "5

The Pan American Building was to be home w the world’s oldest intemational association
uniting the twentv-one republics ol the Western Hemisphere inoa “commanity of nations™
dedicated to the achievement of peace, secueity, and prosperity for all Americans$ Therelore, il
was defermined that the building would be designed more like a residenee “thar an impersonal
public building, although as dignified as the subject demands.™ 7 This design concepl, expressed
by the Union and the architects, was to presenl the representatives of the various countries with

30 Matlzek Price, “Tle Pan Asmercan Uniss arel il Amnex: Washinson, D00, A Study s Flan & Detzil,” The
Architectorst Recond, Volume XXXEIV, Wo, 5, (Moveinber 1913), pp. HH6-347.

& Mational Register of Histor ¢ Places — Mominaton Form, “Pan American Unian,” Prepare: by Mangy C. Tayler,
walivmil Capital Planning Commission. (Apd! 1565).

' Price, p 1487,
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the “impression of enfering ther own hoose. . [and] of recsiving goests 0 thedr em residence,
and not, in a4 commonplace meeting roam.™ Ta this end, while of 2 disinctively monumental
charzcter in keeping with “its noble environments," the archilecls infused the Pan American
Building with a sense of “stately domestery,™ Punding for the construchon of the building,
which totaled $1.000,000, was larzelv provided oy Andrew Carnegiz anc the varicus republics
the Uninn represented.

I'he final component of the group along 17" Street was the headguarters for the American Red
Crpss, a gquasi-povernmental organization charterad by Corprass in 190310 In fulfillerent of its
nhhigations, the Amencan Red Cross (ARC) prowades health services, amergency reliel, and
gafoty tastuction in the United States and abroad, The special relationship betweon the ARC and
the faderal povernment was first demonstrated In 1915 when a Joint Rasolution of Congress
authorized the construction ol the National American Red Cross Headguarters, as a
monument o commemorate the women af the Civil War. Il Az written into the legislation, the
title of the site {on Squarc 1 72) and the building itself were the property of the United Stetes; the
American Red Cross was responsible for the general upkeep and care of the new headquarters
facility and grounds, Furthermore, the construction of the building was 1o be paid from matching
funds provided feom the ARC and the federal povernment.

The headquarters has been tormes] wnigque in its atlempl al symbolic seconciliation by
recognizing the sacrifices of hoth the North and the South™ during the Civil War 12 Designed by
architects Breck Trowbridee and Goodhuoe Livingston of MNew York, the symbolic building
illustrates the Beaux Arts style with fraditional classical craamentaticn.  Hiram Powers desigred
the “Faith, Hope, and Chiaily™ sculplures, while the stoned plass windows of Touwis C. Tiffany
show wounded warriors and the patron sainl of the sick with roses. The Hed Uross complex

H Price, pp. 387-388

¥ Price, p. 188,

10175, Congress, Senste Res. 5704 (Public Res. e 43, Chapler 23, 5863 Congress, 1t Session, Jewery 5, 1905,
1105, Cangress, House Res. 7895 [Public Res. 32} Chapler 12, §30] Congress, 151 Session, October 22, 1913,

12 Seot and Lee, p. 207
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includes two freestanding adminiztration buildings (erected 1928 and 1937 that viaeally connect
to create & landseaped courtyard in the center of the praperty knowm as Red Crosa Scuare,

Although not lecated on 17" Sirect overlooking the Ellipse and White House, the firs:
Department of Interior at 187 and F Streets conributes to the monrmnental aesthetic developng
along the easterr boundary of the Northwest Rectangle in the early part of the 20" cenmry.

Completed in 1917, the building served as hzadquarters for the Department of the Interior during
ita most significant years, 1917-1937.12 The building is said w0 be “the federal government’s
first.. .modern office building where Bmetion predominates over style™14 It was intended to
housa the scientific and technical staff of the Interior Department. az well as the Geological
Survey, General Land Office, Burean of Mines, and Reclamatior Service, while the Scoeretary
and his immediate deputics remained ensconced in the old Fatonr Office at 7" and (G Stees.

Charles Butler designsd the Depariment of Interior Building in canjunciion with the Office of the
Supervising Archirect of the Treasury in 1915, C P 5. Garwood of the New York office of James
Gamble Ropers supervised construction. The locotion and design ol the bulding were the focos
afl considerable Congressional and official interest, and were frequently discussed in the press,
both nationally and locally. Congressional legislation passed in 1910 directed that the intended
strncture had to be a “fepraol huilding o 2 madern affice-building type,” although ne ferther
directives were provided, Many government officials expressed opinicns about the intended
character of the new building, stating “thar too much foderal money was lavished on useless
arnamentation, which drained the Sederal Treasury.”

The location then balizved to he *far from the corrider of the Capital and the White 1louse” was
vieweld gs another reason Tor designing a purely pactcal stroclure. As the Bvesing Star
reparied, “the new building will be a workshop, nol a shew place..,. The sile was coosen
hecaase it is, in 4 measure, ‘out of the wav' ™ Howaver, as the project evalved and the seceetary
inercased his interest as well as his determination to occupy it, the butlding began to talke on

I3 tntienal Reapister of Histeric Places - Mominotion Form, "Interior Department Offices,” Presared by Andrea
Beseck of Welsey Architects, (Fanuary 1986).
T4 S arud Let, po 216,
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monumental aspects.1d A sipmificant featore of the bulding 15 115 F-shaped Toor plan, with the
bazk alang F Strecet and arms stresching south to form two open courtyards. Thia arrangoment
provided for an abundance of natral light to reach the offices [ocaled on the interior of the
structure,  On F ostrect, then a major strectear route, three entrances were located, cach
corresponding to a wing of the building. Workers occupying offices in a particular wing were
supposed to use their respeetive entrenee in order to sort themselves our efficiently and to
icrease the ability of cach burcaw to supervize thelr movements, When censtivetion bids proved
lower than the appropriations, Secretary Lane persuaded the Office of the Supervising Architect
to substitute limestone for the intended gray brick on the boilding’s exterior, Thus, the structure
took o the monwrental appeatance commonly exhibited in federal buildings of the period, an
appearance presented along 177 Street as well.

The Intarior Department made its headouarters in the 18" and F Streets building until 1935, when
a new boilding was constmcted to the south on C Street. Thereafter, the original building served
as Interior Motth, heusing the Federal Worss Agency in 1939, and the General Services
Administration (GS3A) beginning in 1949 Today, it is commonly referred o as the G3A
Building. The first Department of Interior not only instigated new stylistic designs and efficicnt
space planning for future government stroctures, but contributed areat'y o the fortheoming
designation of the Morthwest Rectangle as pert ol the monumenta! federal core.

With the squares framing on the Ellipse improved by 1%17, building projects bagan to focus on
the nerthern side of Constitution Avenue between 17th and 23rd Streets. The Commission of
Fing Arts censidered these five unimproved squares as ideal framing for the Lincoln Memorial,
which was dedicated on Memorial Day i 1922, The frsl building construcied specifically w
“frame” the memonal was the Mational Academy of Sciences a2 2101 Constitution Avenue, The
National Academy of Sciences was incorporated by an act of Congress on March 3, 1863, to
advize the govarmment on seizntific matters. For morz than fifty vears, the Academy resided as
tenants in the Smithscoian, votil peed for snlarzed quartess o house he Academy and the newly
creatzd Mational Research Council (WEO) became urgent at the close of World War [ Lhe NEC,

I Seott and Lee, p 216.
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formead in 1916 25 an entity of the Academy, broacened the role of the institution as adviser to
the government and 0 the war-prepasodness effort. It provided a framework within whick
povernmental, educational, industrial, and other research organizations coald cooperatz to attack
seientific problems.  With the rising need for such study and advisement, the Academy was
encanreged 1o seeure a building site in 1919 when the Ceenzgle Corporation agreed o contribute
the funds for construction of the builldicg, plus an endowmert.  The site cost F185,000 and
measured 531 feet by 422 feet. Rounded on the novth by C Street and 21st and 22nd Streets to
the east and west raspectively, the site was cut diagoenally &t s southem boundary by Lipper
Water Streel, Subsequently, Congress closed Upper Water Street, creating a sguare building site,
The groundbreaking ceremony was held the first week of July 1922; the comerstone was laid in
Octooer of the same vear.

Architect Bertram Grosvenor Goodhoe’s design was a free adaptation of the Meo-Classical style.
presenting “a central pavilion i a small but heavily wooded park™é  Goodhue initially
applonded the location away Tom the gity’s monumental central core, helicving he would not be
forced to produce a rigidly symmetrical Mec-Classical design. Y, the site and building design
were instrumental o the framing landscape plan of the heavily zolumned Lineoln Memorial,
Therefore, Goadhne presented an interpretation of the style, one he deemead “God-knows-—what-
kind-of-Clossie.”17  Goodhue, however, recognized thal while lhe monumental building he
desipnad was 1o complement the Linco'n Memaorial, it also had 10 be unpretentious in that act sc
a3 not to cetract from the monument itself

Fecognizing John Euskin's criteria that architocts were not sculptors or painters, Goodhoe wrote:
| should like to be merely one of the three people to produce a building, i.e. aschitect,

painter, seulptor,..] should lke o do the plan and the massing of the buikling; then...tum
the ornament (whether sculpture or not makes ao difference) over to a perfectly qualifiec

16 Fredrica W. Wechsker, editor, *Mationg’ Academy of Scenees. Mational Reseasch Counzil.. & Tenyle of Seaence.™
[Wsshingmon, CVC,: Matonal Acudemy Press, [962], p.L |

17 Matianal Register of Hatone Plass — Momionatsen Ferry, “Mationz! Academy of Science,” Prepares by T, Eobins
Brcwin, Maticnal Czpital Planning Commission, JAvzust 1273),
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seulptor, and the color and sirfaee direetion (mural pichires or not as the case may be) o
an equally qualified painter...'#

I'he division of artistic labor as outhmed by Goodhue was tollowed in the design and construction
of the Academy Building, which is omamanted by the seulpture of Lee Lawrie, and the paintings
ol Adbert Herler, and muralist Elildieth Meiere. Charles Downing Ley, a landscape architect,
drew the criginal plans for the Asndemy grounds in 1924, The owverall plan, whick has been
altered by the growth of variety of new plantings, comolimentad the topography of the site. Like
that seen at the Lincaln Memarial, Goadhue and Lay designed three rectangular reflecting pools
with stzpped walkways leading o the hilding’'s main entry,  Lined with eight-inch-square
turguaonse-hued tiles, the poals were siocked by the 115 Bureau of Fishenes with sucecssive
generations of exotic fish. The cost of repairng the pools eventually proved prehibitive; in 1931,
the tile was removed, and the pools adapted for use as planters.  As envisioned by Goodhue in
19272, the Wational Academy of Scicnces stond alone wathin a heavily wooded park along
Potomac Parl.

The major federal commitment behind the planning of the monumental core and the city’s ever-
expanding edges prompled several congressional acts in responze to City Beautiful ideals. The
elemanta of this zhstract conception of the City Beautiful incleded carelully landscaped,
architecturally designed approaches to the city by both land and water; an admindstrative or
“oivic™ center; business districts whose visibility and access were reintorced by cutting of great
diagoenal boulevards; residential developments planned around focal points spinniag out from the
ceater of the ¢itv in a spider web configuration; open spaces emphasizing hills, waterfronts, and
topograpby; and winding pakways conaceting the city’s open spaccs and residentizl arcas.
Promaoters of twe planning legislation sew these ideals - as translated and enunciated in 1902 by
the Sepate Park Commission — imperiled by the relentless process of haphazard, piecemeal
development. Thus, in 1926, the National Capital Park and Plasning Cominission (NCPPC) was
caraklished and the greatest Public Doildings Act to date was passed, authonzing construction of

L8 Wecheler, o 7.
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the Beaux-Arts styled government bualdings in the Federal Triangle. 19

The Federal Trisngle, a slice of land boundex] by Pennsylvania Avenoe, Constitution Avenue,
and 153" Street, reprasented this City Beauiiful amangement with low-rise menumental structures
that unified federal apencizs in government-owned buildings. ln 1926, at the tme the prajzsct
was iniiaied, il fbund uriversal support amoeng architects, planners, end politicians. By the fime
it was completed in 1937, however, the nation was in the throes o the Grest Depression and
attitudes toward planning and architecture had changed. Within a year, the Feceral Triangle was
vigwed as cut of fouch with the realitics of the hiving aty in which it stoed 20 Thz larger
perspectives of city planning showed the environmental shortcominpg: of the Federal Triangle
plan, especially its perking deliciencies and the congestion assocated with the daily ebb and
flow of govemmental workers who did not generate business activities.  Yet, the massive
somplex undeniably offered an architectural quality to a decaying mid-1%" century business
district,

The aesthetic and functional successes of the Federal Triangle greatly influenced future planning.
and (he locaion of public buildings in nation’s capatal was acknowledged as a fundamental foree
on the shape, and function of the central vrban core.  Altematives to the governmentsl
conceniration exhibited al the Federal Triongle wers either modest decentralizotion o the ediges
of the downlown federal core, or mare drasie dispersal to the urban finge, To those who saw
the center of tha Federal Citv as the Capitol, 1t was an attractive possibilioe that federal
eutahlishments conld be ancoarmged o locate east and north ol that poant. To those who saw The
ceater of the city as the White House, development had to he west and north, Between thess twao
kevs points lay the Federal Triangle ard the congestion it had produced. For these rzasons the
strugele between oppoesing vicwpoints on the future location of federal buildings focused on the
areas west of the White House and ezst of the Capitol 21

1T Frodedek Sutheim, soomiltars asd the Matinna! Capital Planning Carmission, Boebp of Sa Malian The Hilory
af Pladaing for dhe Nodionel Caoial, (Washingtan, C&l: Smithsonian Instimtiom Prass, 1977, p, 135,

20 Gutheim, p. |59 Scott & Lee, pp. 1686-165.

21 Cuthein, EALEN
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MCPPC s Arpwad Repord for 1928 had stressed the Mebdillan Commission’s callzd for the Mall
and the White Heuse to become the foei of future public huilcings. In 1931, the congressicnally
awhorized Public Buildings Commission released a plan for the Mall entitled The Ml gnd
Ficinity, Washingron, Fropored Development.  Although a tew sguares were shaded gray fo
deaote federally owned property; no specific plan was indicazed for the northwest building aea
a5 1l was considered to be outside the monumental core dagpite i1 frontage on the Mall and close
proximity to the White Houze,  Yet, the northwest building erca to the opposite side of the
Ellipsc was unofficially viewed as a natural balance for the Zederal Triangle.

hcinl Establishment of the Northwest Rectangle

Eventually, the NCPPC was faced with the housing needs of the Navy and War Denartments,
hoth of which desired property west of the White Heuse,  Formmally invesligaling the area,
MCPPC altered its carlier emphasia by agreeing with the MNavy Department and recommending
the northwest building area as the permanent site of the rapidly growing departments.  With
axsting olfices in the ald Stale, War, and Navy Building at 17" Stree! and Pennsylvania Avenoe,
the War and MNavy Departments had previouzly occupiad rental space in the Walker-Iohnzon
Building (1913, now the site of the United Tnion Building} and the Ordnancs Building (1917 at
1800 E Swreet. The break with the past reflected the commission’s claim that it was “looking
many years into the future™ in planning for buildings of a parmanem charactar that eventueally
might house different apenzics or departments. Mimicking the concepts of the Federal Triangle.
the Planning Comemission, in its Amwuwe! Report for 1931, recommended that “all the permanamn
buildings existing und proposed in he nurteeest building ares shovld be regarded oy part of o
sipgle related proup insolar &5 the vaned character of the existing buldings to ke retained wil
permit.” These extant buldings included institutional buildings facing the hMall: the origina
Pan-American (1908-19100 and the privalsly owned National Academy of Sciences {1924). The
first and only fedsral building in the northwest arca constoructed before 1937 was the Department
of Tnverior (1915-1917 a1 18" and F Sireets, The siting of the Interior Build:ng outside of the
momunental core prompted protests that “. it [was] not at all in barmony with the plan for the
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improvement of the city of Waszhington and [waz] ntterly inappropriate for this departrment 22
The proposel Zor the Northwesr Reetangle, as cutlined by the Planning Commission, thercby
vindicated the “mistaken™ siting of the Interior Depantment {now the General Services
Administration).£3

The Planning Commission’s 1931 stewepy lor the Northwest Reclangle was the first time the
area was officially addrzssed and proposed as the site of federal and institutional buildings.
Although by 1913, the rorthwest ouilding arca bad been slowly developing without intentional
planning by NUCPPC or any ather povernment agency, as a semi-governmental district with
institutional bnildings fonting the Fllipse to the of the White House, The area had been
informally raferred 1o as the "MNorthwest Tmangle,” vet; it was not until the 1931 plan that the
area was officially designated as "Northwest Building Area”; later becoming known as the
"Morthwesl Rectangle "

O March 20, 1921, NCP'I'C voted 1o adept recommendations proposed for the development of
the "MNorthwest Duilding Area."*4 Az tie resull of this mesting, NCPPC planner Frederick Law
OImsted Jr. preparcd formal reconumendations regarding the area for a subsequent NCPPC
meeting held on April 17-18, 1931, The plan was made pueblic at the April mesting, calling for a
sophiaticated grouping of govemment office buildinga that was similar in concep: to the Federal
Trianglz awheorized in 1926, In addition, the MNorthwest Building Arca would specifically
accomeurlae the new headguarters for the Navy and War Departments. The recommendations
discussad the preliminary allocstion of space, vehicular circulation (ncluding road relocations),
and aesthetic considerations, Imended for public and insttuticnal wse, five buildings were
specilied for "eurly constroction” witiin the area: the Public Health Offee, the [Testing Plunt, the

Pan-Amencan Annex, haval Hespital, and the Pharmaceatical Bulding,  Although these

22 warjnnal Regzisier of Higloris Flaces, Mamination Appliation, “Ieierior Department (0o Prepoared by Sl
Rebeck of Valsey Architeots, lavuary 19846), Sectian § po 5.

23 Gurheim. pp. 182 and 203,

24 Frederck Law O0msted, Sationa Copitgd Pack end Mlaeaing Comepieriag Narthees! Tuildier dvea, Aopendix A
Sbezting feld on Aprl 17-18, 1931, NARS, Bocord Group 66, Box 139 "Commizisem of Foe Ars, Becords Relsting Prisarily
1o Projeciz, Frojeet Files, M0 1932," Folder "Merlbavess Becrangle”
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recommendations haghliphted certain special planming and aesthetic conceras for the area, no
specific alun existed {or the oroposed complex of buildings ot this zarly swge. The NCP2C
minues from the April 1951 meeting stated that ", 1o procesd immediately 1o construction of
any of these build:ings, prior 1o eonstruction of a group plan, would be a gregl mistake in policy
and extremely dangerons as to its resulls, 23

An initial plan for the area, drawn as early as 1932 and known as the Corbett Plan, would heve
extended the “ederal building area north of Mew York Avenue to E Street, with rew buildings for
the War and Mavy Departments on erher side of the mtersection of New York and Vinginia
Avenues between 18th and 15th Streets. The desire of Secretary of the [nterior Harold lckes to
locate a new buildicg Tor his department across I Sireet [rom the old Inlenor Building led o
further studies and a new plan for the area. In Junc 1934, the RCPPC finally publishec a second
gite plan to support their 1931 recormmendations. Entitled Site Plan for Poblic Bulldine Group,
Northweil Area; Study A, this very svimmetrical plan orchestrated the locations ol many "futuse”
buildings, including propoacd pairs of building specifically conatrueted for the War Deparoment
and the Department of Interior.  [he new structures were to flark a central square, while creating
a direct relationship with the Mall. It was aso proposed that New York Avenue be laid
diaponally to create an X anlersec with Vigmmia Avenoe. In 1937, the 1934 site plan for the
Morthwest Building Area was incorporated into a broader plan for the Mall by NCPPC entitled
T Meall, Cenirad Areo, Study for Dvvelopend, [937. The elalorale plan never aclually came Lo
Iruition, although the area’s designation as a “cefense center” resulted in the siting of the Interior
and War Department buildings.

By the late 1930s, the covisioned Morthwest Bectangle incorporated several foderal and
institutional muildings.  Toe newest additions to the neighborhood, erected as a result of
NCPPC's interest in the arca, were the new Departimen: of the Interior (1935-1936); the Putlic
Health Service (now the lmteror Department Souwth, 1933% the Pharmaceutical Building (1933);
the TFederzl Reserve Doard (19377 the War Thepartmert {encompaessed within the State

23 Latter, Fram John Molen, Jr., 1o Tohn Thides, March 5, 1543, MARS Record Group 32§, Box 55, Folder 5.
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Department complex, 1939-1941) The new Diepartment of Interior waz very cleasly a product of
the 1934 plan: for the Morthwest Rectangle, whereas the War Department was not erecled as
suggesled in the desipn.

Ten vears afler the construetion of the National Academy ol Sciences on Constitution Avenue, in
14933, the flanking squares were addressed as the future site of the Public Heath Semvize and the
Amgcrican Phammacoutical Aszociation,  Construction of the ouildings was prompted by
aovaernment overcrowding aid a series of legislative acts creating and funding & Mational
Building Program in the late 19205, The origing of the United States Public Health Service
(PHS} date back to the 1798 establishment of the Marine Hospital Service (MIS), which
provided medical faci'ities for sick or disabled merchan! ssamen. During the late b gentury,
the parview of the Service cxpanded bevond the administration of Marne Hospitals and included
the dewvelopment of a national guarantine svstem.  Congress, granting the MBS more
respamsmibilities, changsd its namre o the Timiedd States Poblhic Health 2nc Marine Service in 1902,
In 1912, Congress again renamed the Service, which became known simply as the United States
Fublic Health Service (PTT8). The name change reflected a shift in the agencies’ focus away
from providing care or merchant seamen (o the exploration and investigaion of diseases both in
the lab and the field.

The PHS continued w grow and expand during the 19205 and, by 1927, its administratve
afficers were noused in five buildings scattered scross Washington, DO, Lobbying by the
Surgeon General for a central headgoarlers began in 1926, resulting o the 1928 approval by the
Commission of Fine Ars for a site adjacent to the Hygienic Laboratory at 25th and E Streets
However, constuction of the facility did pot ocow. By May 1933, the PHS attained a sigonilicant
milestone with the opening of ther new administration office building at 191h Streer and
Constitation Avenwe. Yo, 1f had been the opinion of both the Commission of Fine Arts and the
MNCPPC that constiuction of the building at this locstion wonld “seriovzly and wnwarrantably
injure the digmty and beauty of the setting of the Lincoln Memorial and thal part of the Mall
svstem which enframes iL.728 The commisaion unanimously agreed:

20 Histeric Streenones Repard, “Departent of Inferier Soath, 1951 Canstitution Avenve” Frepared by the Nationa!
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.. That he park arca which forma a porticn of the frame for the Lincoln Memorial north
of B Steer and west of 23 Sireer, should not be invaded by any building,

. That there iz not room enough on the combined site of the Naval Hospital and the
Public Health Service lor the prooable future needs ol both these uses, and that in the
futurz one or the other st move,

Lt 18 decided to buld a new oflics building lor the Public Health Service in this arca,
it is believed that a sitz is availanle on ground now allocated to the Public Health Service,
preferably along Toor 25" Sireets 27

The joint commitiee’s final recommendation failed o consider the recently passed legislation
authorizing establisiiment of the National Institute of Health, which was to occupy all the space
previously allocated to the PTIS at the Ilvgiemc Laboratory site. Thus, the Secretary of the
[ reasury proposed construcling the FHS Builiding on either Square 62 or Square 128, Souane 62
wes bounded by Constitution Avenue, C. 22nd, and 23rd Streets, while Square 128 was boundec
by Constitution Avenue, C, 19th and 20th Streetz. The NCPPC responded by passing &
reaolution that addreascd the vae of theas squares, stating that;

The Commission sees no objection 12 the construction of a buikling on Square 128, L0
eonforms in seale and finish and in architecumal charscter to the type of huildings along
17th Street and B Steen, west of 17h Street; but the Commission recomemends
consideration of the possibiliny of locating the building for the Fublic TTealth Service in
the north part of Sguare 62, Should a building be built on Square 128, the Commission
racomemends that its face be in ling with that of the Academy of Sciences Building 28

Capital Planring Commistior (oo daie, p -5

27 Brederic 4. Melana b Semetnry nfthe Treamung, lome 2, 19350, Ramards of the Poklic Ruildieg Sarvice, BRSG 121,
Hax 440, Washinglan Matiany] Feoords Center, Suitlmil, Bary Tand,

25 (5, Graol 1o Seeretary of the Treasury, Tuse 20, 1930, Tacords ef e Matioral Capital Parcs and Planning
Comimizaion, KRG 32E, Box 44, Natiznal Archivas, Washington, 0LC.
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I'he Commission's prefercnes for Square 62 stemmed from ecncem expressed by Ulysses 5.
Grant, [11, the Exccutive and Disbursing Officer for the Office of Public Buildings and Public
Parks, that 2 privately owned apartment house was reccrmmended for construction on this site.
The rezr Tacade of such a huilding, it was feared, would face the Lincoln Memorial, therehy
destroving the zontrolled landscape and view cormdors that the Commiszion desired.Z® Therefore,
coastruction of te PHE Building on the squave would prevent the prospect ol an apurbiment
building. Additionally, Grant wrate the Secretary ol the Treasury in June 19350, arpuing that 1l
the Treasury Department decided to construct the PHS Building on Square 128, the plans should
include a centeal heating plant, as the present heating plant was scheduled for demolition, Grant
argucd that Sguare 128 would be the “most convenient and sconomical™ location for a new
heating plant because of the layout of the existing steam lines. He zlso pointed out the need to
relacate the White House parages, which were then located on Square 128, Grant concluded by
stating that he was not objecting to the use of Square 128, but merely desired to inform the
Secretary and the Surgeon General of the preblems that weould be chcouatered iU construclion did
oocur an Sguare 128, Despite these obstacles, in July 3, 1930, the Secretary of the Treasury
requested the Public Buildings Commission e give its consent to the construction of the new
PHS Ruilding on Squere 178 30

Dresigned by local architect Jules Henri de Sibour, the new marble and limestone Public Health
Service building had an E-shaped plan that covered the width of Squarz 128 along Constitution
Averne, Fallowing the same restrnichions placed upon Coodboe ten years before, de Sibhoor
presented o reflined interpretation of the classical stvle with pilasters rather than columns ta
divide the elevations. Landscaping, a complimentary feature insisted upon by de Sibour, was
suggested by the firm of Wheelwright and Stevenson of Philadelphia, Divided into four stages,
the plan inchsaled permanent sieps and platforms at the main entry; permanent steps leeding to
Constitution Avenue on axis with the main entry; permanent and temporary grading with walks
and parking: and permanent roadways, curbs, and grading at the rear. The landscape plan as

29 [epartment of Interar South Higorie Struetues Repory po (17
30 Dzparment of Intedae Sowth Historic Struerures Report p. (-7
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autlined by Whealwright and Stevenson was never carried out;, however, an interpretation of the
firm’s plan was implemented by 19405

The 1933 Pubhec Health Service at 1931 Constitution Avenue was the ficst structure dedizated
sxclusively to the administrative activities of the PHS. Yet, following an unofficial Tadition, the
new building proved temporary as well, with the Sesvice occupying the site for less than ten
voars before moving in carly 1942 1in order o provide space tor the Combined Chiefs of Stail
and the newly created Tornt Chiefs of S@ff. A nunber of other governmental agencies, including
the Atomic Energy Commission and the National Science Foundation, subsequently accupied the
building belore it became bnown as the Interior South, an annex for the adjacent Departnent of
[nterior,

Weth the construction of tha Public Health Service on Square 128, the Comrission of Fine Arls
viewed Square 7 as nnpretected from non-“ecemal construction, thereby a threat to the Jaming
ol the Lincoln Mermronal., Consequently, when the Ameriean Institute of Pharmaey required a
headquartars in 1932, the prominent site was quickly made available. Though the consiruction
wzs financed entirely by subsceiption of the members of the Amerncan “harmaceutical
Axzsocistion, architect Tohn Rimsell Pope and the Azsomation worked inclose consmltation with
the Commuission of Fine Arts and the NCPPC theoughout the design proceas,  The Association
wips reguized 1) to purchase the entire northern rontage of Tpper Water Street belween a3 and
23" Streets to creatz zn appropriate seting for their building and thereby to enhance the setting
nl the Tirealn Memarnal, 2) to trensfer land to the United States for the propesed wideniag of
23™ Street as an axial approach to the Lincoln Memornal in exchange for mast of the bed of
Upper Water Street as an addition o their site; 3) to build of white marble in conformance with
the memaonal and surrounding federal buildings along Constitution Avenue; aad 4] to maintain
Reservation Mo, 3328 between Upper Water Street and Constitution Avenue as parl ol the
ground of the American Pharmaceutical Institufe. 2

3 Desportment of Tnienor South Historic Situctures B=porl, pp. 111821
3T Matigmal Register of Histosie *lases — Nomination Fonr, “The Ainerican Instibute of Fhanmasy Building,” Prepared
by Tarya Beawcoarp, Mallenol Capital Plenning Commission, (Oebober 197061
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lohn Ruszell Pope designed the hnilding in A spame inferpretation of the late Beanx-Arts
Claszical style similar to that ne wsed for the Mational Gallery of Art at the esstern end of
Constitulion Avenwe, Concerved as a monumental "temple o phamacy,” the wlule marile
building possessed a formal Palladian pavilion-like quality that etfectively complementad the
Linceln Memorial and related positively to the adjacent parkland, The building, siled wel shove
Constitution Avenue, was landscaped with monumental stairs that descended rhythmically and
seremoniously in stepped tereaces, a seheme like that to the Lineoln Memerial, The building was
dedicated on May 9, 1934, The American Pharmacautical Association, established in 1852, was
the first national pharmaceution] association in the United States, with interest of public health
and legislation concerned with its promotion. Larpely unaltered, save the 1959 rear addition by
Eggers and Higgins, the American Trstitute of Pharmacy ot 2215 Constitution Avenue continues
o serve as the headguarters for the association.

Occupying one of the central squares in the framing plan was the Federal Reserve Board.
sonstructed in 1937 belween 20" and 217 Strests. The o ur-story, while Georgia marble
building, within a formally landscaped plet, was inentonal'y set back 200 feet [fom
Constitution Avenue in order to be on axis with the extant Pharmaceutical Buoilding, Puklic
Health Service Building, and the Natiosal Academy of Scisnces. Desizned by architect Paul P
Cret, the building was completed for a cost of $3,484,000. Sculptor Sidney Waugh designed the
white marble eagle sitting on the cornice at the center of the building. Stylistically, the design of
the Federal Reserve Board was not traditionally classical, rather it advanced the refined and spare
sroamentation begun at ks Nanking counterparts by omitiing classieal detathng from the exieror
In plan, however, the builcing followed the traditional clements of the styvle with its symmetrical
artangement, white marble facade, scale, and placement en a large block, The compliznee of the
traditional forms and materials was dictated in part by the building's supetvisors who apreed Cat
the Federal Reserve Board should rely on “conception, proportion, scale and purity of line™
rather than “purely decorative or monumenial features ™33 The appenrance was so progressive
that the Amezrican Institute of Architect™s Jownal reported, “this would appear to indicate that

43 Becet and Les, p. 210
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the reign of the column and the pediment 15 neaning 1ts close, even in Washington.™ 34

Bresking further with the typical classically styled architectral procedents of the nation”s capital
was the new Department of Interior at C Street between 187 and 197 Steets.  Censtructed
during 1933-19364, and dedicated cn April 16, 1936, the Interior Building was the first building
in Washington, [D.C. to be authorieed, designed, and built by the Roosevelt administration, Like
its counterpart, the new Interior Building did not dircetly frame the Ellipse or the Liccoln
Memo:zial. Rather, the building occupied an entire square to the west of [ 8" Street and the north
of C Strect, while cmoving a vista o Mall across Virgima and Constitution Avenues, The new
building was wisually separated from its predecessor by Rawlins Parle, a landscaped squere at E
Street amd MNew York Averue between 18" and 19" streets. The comeept for a park began in
L&74, when the statue of Major General John A, Rawlins (Ulvsses 5. Grant's close military and
personal adviser) was placed at the site. Designed by sculptar Joseph AL Bailey, the statue was
removed from its ongioal sile when the area was deemed less desirable. The statue was
cvenmually returned, and in 1938, the surounding park was developed by landscape architeet
John Kirtkpatrick of the National Park Service. BReferred to as one of the most theughtfully
desizned urhan sarks in Washington, D.C., Rawlins Park stands over the underground tunnel thal
physically connects the fwo Tnterior Raildings.

The massive Department of Interior building purposely avolded the conventional sivles and
motifs, reflecting the stripped classicism popular in the 19305, President Roosevelt and the
Interior Secretary Harald 1., lckes reparded the building as symbalic of “a new day™ for
government in the management of natural and historic resources. Tekes was very critical of the
buildings in the Federal Triangle with their closed light cours, wasted space, and columned
facades, which he felt, were extravagant, |le observed that the open courtyards in the old [nterior
Building, a design much criticizad at the tme of construction, actwally provided more light and
circulation ol wr. Cornsequently, architect Waddy B, Wood leoked to the original building for
inspiration, desipniong double-Tosded coridors so tat each oflice would have daylight and Cirect
access Lo g commder. Wood incorporated the lalest fechnologpieal advances in bullding

3 Geear and Leze, pr 2L40,
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somstmetion hath to eahanee the working environment of the employes and to provide efficient
maintenance and protection of the building itself, Specizl feamres included movabla stee] office
pactitions, aconstically treated ceilings, central air conditioning, an autcmatic sprinkler and fire
decection systerm, & apecial floor to house mechanical equipivent, 4 central vacuuwm svatetn, and
the use ol escalators.  As a result of cemtering the building’s design and Teatures ground the
smployees” comfor: and needs at every evel, the new Intenior Building was one of the most
functional and innovative office structures in Washington, InC, during tae 1934)s.25

Whilz utilitarian in natre, tha Depantment of Interior Building represented the Roosevell
Acmunmistration’s commitment to the largest art program ever undertaken by the Federal
govornment, the most famous of which was the Works Proprezs Administration’s Federal Arl
Project (WPATAP). An integral part of the building’s interior design, specifically the large-
seale murals and scolptural works, stemmed from commizsions made as part of this program.
Censequently, the Iaterior Building bouses the largest collection of Mew Deal arl in any Federal
govemment of e kui ding,

[he arpest federal structuce, consisting of twi separate buildings, in the Mordhwest Rectangle
was the State Department Complex. These boildings are the War Department of [939.154]
and the Stale Department Extension of 1957-1960. YWhile the construction and architectural
styles of both buildings wers not widely sddressed, the location of te War Department was
peaeratad from the 1935 development plan that official named the Northwest Rectangle. The
War Nepartment, secupying the norfhenst quadrant of the site at the comer of E and 217 Streets,
was sonstrueted to the designs of Gilbert 5, Uncerweod and William T, Foster, Howewer, the
Fublic Buildings Administration and its successor agency, the Public Buoildinps Service,
producad the architectoral drawings and Supetrvising Architect Lowis A, Simon played a key rols
in the design decisions, presenting schematic designs of iz own, The sguare building, clad in
rough-cut limestone enlivened by polishad granite spandrels, exhibited classical massing &nd
proportions. The stucture bad mo applicd stylisuc detailing, as the architectarl rends of e

33 patiorl egister ol [latorns Plases — Morinalica Fermn, “TLS, Department of fhe Intecios Boilding,” Prepared by
By D1 Weeks, Mationel Pask Scoviee, (July 19880 Scotr and Lee, po 215,
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aerind hegan to dictale, bef expressed 16s fimetion as a modemn office huilding. Tnfloenced by
mdustrial design, the huilding exhibits influences from the Ant Moderne, “Depression Modern,™
and Streamlined Moderne,

Az predicted by the Secretarv, the War Department was rendeced chaolete before it was even
compleed.  In May 1941, Secretary of War Henry Stimson aanounced that he would not be
maving inte the new kai ding, being directly influenced by the administrations’ decision to erect
another building to house the department’s activities. Far larger than anything that could have
aegn accommadated on the Nomhwest Rectangle site, the new building was constructed across
the Potomac River in Arlington Clounty, Virginia, An 38 billion supplemental appropriaticon bill
passed in July 1341 included 35 millien Tor the new building, which would house 20,000
workers. The Pentagon, as it became know, was completed in 1942, Although units of the War
epartment, inclading te Adjutant Generel, did oceupy the huilding on 21" Streel upon its
complation in the summer of 1947, by 1944, all War Department acnvities were removed to the
Peatagon. leaving one of the major buildings signilicant to the proposed plan of the Northwest
Rectangle vacant.

With the completion of the War Departruent in 1941, the majority of the squares in the
Morthwest Reclenple wers mmproved by lederal and instituoonal buildings exhimiting  the
archileclural [remds and fooclional needs of the governmenl. The sguares oo small Tor ange-
scale improvements and taose bisected Sy Virginia Avenue remain wnaddressed.  The most
contmversial of the squares was the future home of the Pan American Union Annex, compleed
i 1949 after twenty vears of debate. The proposed annex was originally intended to be ereced
within the existing prounds of the Pan American Unior at the tatersecton of Constitution
Averue and 17% Street. The director general Dr. Leo 5. Rowe realized that such an edifice
would disturb the landscaping of the environs of the main building and the supplementary
building cn 18" Street, Consequently, the Union appliec to additional funding and requested an
aliermale building sile,

As a result, the Caregie Corporation provided $300,000, wh:le Usion officials appeared before
the House Committee on Public Baildings and Grounds to ask allocation of the “parcel of
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Government land lying between 187 Street, C Street, and Virginia Averne ™36 The Honse
Committeg gereed on April 19, 1928, Hewewver, the Commission of Fine Arts was not sotisled
s site would aid in the futherance of the schome to make Censtitution Aveoue “the greal
monumental and ceremonial avanne in the Capital.” 37 Acchitect Paal P Crer was engaged w
design the annex despite not koowing where it was 10 be erscted, FEventually Congress, vielding
to Conmunission of Fine Arts Chairman Charles Moaore, authorized the annex to be relocated from
18" and C Streets 1o the cther sorner, 18" and Constitution Avenue ™ 7% The intended site was
relieved of the central heating plan and the other wemporary buildings i 1950, Staking theinr
clain: on the size, the Pan American Union constructed a 436" tunnel setween the bazement of its
aryginal building the projected annex.

Simullaneously, the new Departmeant of Tnterior was being erscted under the walch of Secretary
Iekes, The Secretary opposed the constrochon of the Pan Amenean Union Annex “because it
wonld interfare with the view of hiz new S10_000,000... building from Constitution Avens ™ 3%
Whilz the Commission of Fine Arls rejected his objections, the Secretory wes able o oatall
apnstrction ¢F the annex by enlisting the aid of President Bogsevell, Subsequent proposals, one
of which was provided by the President himself, recommended closing part of Virginia Avanue,
thus enlarging the square where the main Union Building stood. With no apparent compriamise
in the foresecable future, a special committes was appointed to hold closad-door sessions in an
attzwpt to solve the simation. The proposed plans, often leaked to the public, were concluded in
[946 following the resignation of Secretary lckes.  “The incoming Secretary was initially
unprepared to arpus the Constitution Avenue vista problem and construction of the annex began.
Classically desipned, the marble-clad Pan American Union Annex {alse known as the
Administration Building) is the work of the anchiteectural fiom of Harbesen, Hough, Livingston,
and [.arson.

3 Tumes Watrde Faweed, *Twa Deixdes O Canlusien, Loag Conlraveriy Dwver Pan Amenican Unean Annex Sioe
Renewed Aller Booik Has Been $larbed,” Sverdep Star. Felruare &, 1943,

3T Faweet, Evening Stor. February 9. 1948,

W Faweet, Lvening Ster. Fehruary %, 1948,

I FawewL, Evening Sar. Februare %, 1948,
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Post-War Morthwest Rectongle

As early as 1935, the Alley Dwelling Authoriy {ATMA--later known as the Matiomal Capital
Housing Authonty] had ebtained ownershup of the southemn hall of Square 104, Long assoiated
with the African-American community, the site contained zpproximately fifty houses considercd
substandard housing, As ind vidual titles were elcared, the honsing was dermolished. Unable te
tolerate the delay, the ADA sought condemnation in 1943 for the final parcels of the southern
half of Square 104, basing its rights on the March 31, 1938 amendment to the Public Buildings
Act of 1926, Immediately upon the condemnarion, temparary war housing (known as "O'Brien's
Court")y was constructed Sor Alricen-Americen war veterans.  After paining approval from
MCPPC for she construction of such aousing in Square 104, John Lhider (ADA excentive officer)
received a lecer from John 1 Nalen, lr. (NCPPC's Director of Planning), Nolen elarified
MNCPPC'= irtent for Soquare 104 in the letter, dated March 5, 1943, just days before -he
condamnation proceedings. He summarized the NCPPC plan for acquisition:

Square 104 and other squares betwezn E and F, 19" and 25" Sueets were
autharized for acguisition as sites for poklic buildings by the Act of March 31,
1938 amending the Public Buildings Act of 1926, The National Capital Pars snc
Plannirg Commission originally recommended that this square be included in the
Nortawest Eectangle development as early as May 1935, and you will recall that
it [NCPPC] has repeatedly urped the Public Buildings Administration to secure
the funds for its acquisition.4F

Although acknowledging that the full attainment of the plan was not Likely, he specificslly
describad Square 104 as crucial to the basic concept of the MNorthwest Rectanzle:

e to substantial constroction now existing in some of the squares, it s noc

A Leter, From Jobn Malen, I, ta Jabhn Thlder, Barch 2, 18470 BARS, Recare Oroup 3128, Box 55, Folder 5,
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likely that the whale area will be acquired, nor is it necessery to carey out the plan.
Dhut, Square 104, being on the axis of the plaza to the south, and fecing the Federal
Reserve Boeard Doilding, occupies such a key position in the whale plan that the
southern hal? of it at least muost ke developed wilh some appropriate public
building that will harmonize with the plans tor the Northwest Recrangle 41

Wilh renewed inleresl in the cily's development, the plan [or the Nortwesl Reclangle was
revised by MOPPC and renamed Woashington, 4 Plan for Civic Improvemenis (19477, The 1941
map was updated in 1944 and included in the 1947 publication. The plan ideatified the southem
porlion of Square 104 a5 "Site Lor Puters Buclding. ™

OF patticular note on plarning map s a strip of landscaned parkland — much like a wide
houlevard — tha: was planned on E Strect, scparating the strect into North E and Souch E Streets,
Although not officially named on the map, this park was informally referced o as "the Litle
fdall" or "the Submall,” an extension of Rawlins Park., Parallel to the Mall to the south, this park
was anchored by the Ellipse and the Corcoran Gallery of Art gt the east end, and the old MNaval
Ohsarvatory and the Potomac River to the west. The Little Mall parkland provided the major
east-west s for the public ialdines of the WNorhwest Rectangle. 1O, Folger addressed the
park, stating that "It would secm to me as a layman you couldn't have commercial apartments
there or anvthing like that. The site is pant of the over-all scheme for Government buildings. ™2

At the May 1947, hearinga before the Subcommittes on Public Buildings and Grounds, General
U8, Grant, LI, representing the Mational Capital Park and Planning Commission, addressed the
tssues of lucaticg e District of Columbia Chapler House of the American Red Cross on Uhe
land owned by the Natioral Capttal Housing Authonty on Square 104:

It [the building] i3 going in a very important place, as far as the generzl Federal

1 |[_.HI4.-.r:_ TFrom Jahn Meler, Ir, W dohn Thkler, Barch 5, 15923 RARN, Rezand Groop 328, Hox 55, Falder 5

1L Y earings,” May 5, 1947, p 300 Staed by 1O, Falger.



FTE Fonn 10330

HEL IR E F |

United

LMB o KCE R

States Department of the Interior

National Park Scrvice

NATI

(ONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Contlinuation Sheei

NORTHWEST RECTANGLE HISTORIC DISTRICT

Secction pumber B Puge 43

The rest of the land intended for the Northwesl Rectangle was not easily or successfully
obtained. NCPPC mimutes from April 2% 194% recorded problems that were surfacing
concerning the ramaining land necessary to create the Morthwest Rectanple. Mr. Molen noted
that the PRA "has not been on 118 es in seeking monay o inish oot this Noerthwest Rectangle
d that the properly needed i3 going up in value all the time."M At the NCPIMC's April 29"

I*lan ar

developrment is concerned, and the Federal Goverunent is going to get the
building. The buildiag becomes the property of the Federal Government under
tha law. 5o that you are interested in having the proper Kind of building amd one
that wdll fit in wath the surounding developments that are proposed.... The new
Red Crosa Bullding will form a pat of that central square [the proposed Little
Muall]. 8o it s important that the bulding be at least wvery dipnilied and
harmomious with the Federal Boildings, T happened 1o have been here as Director
of Public Buildings and Parks wher two of the other Bed Cross Buildings wers
bualt and 1 had charps 1:-|']'|ui||:‘]iﬂg ther under a law verv similar 1o this ., . The
precedent for this was established when the first Red Cross Building was builr,
and then, when the second one, the present chapter building, was built, e Faderzl
Government gave the land and seme fumds, but retained title o the land and the
Fed Cross put up most of the money 43

meeting, a motion was carried o formally adviae the PBA:

There have baepn sevesal instances brought to its attention of encroackments on the
Commizssion's plan for the development of the Northwest Rectangle and that the
only solution is sequisiton by the United States of the remainder of -he properies
exsential to the plan.ds

A3 “Hizarings,” May 5, 1947, oo & Sraied by Ulvsses & Goant, UL
44 WCPPC Minatss, April 29, 1049, MARS, Recerd Group 328, Box 55, Falder 3,

A3 RCPRC Mivnates, Apnil 29, 1949, MARS, Beenrd Croup 328, Bax 35, Falder 3.
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I June 1949, A E, Demarey, Vice Chairman and Acting Exceutive Officer for MOPC, wiate to
W.E. Revnolds, the Commissioner of the Public Buildings Administration, citing the many
araklems associated with acquiring the land for the Nerthwest Ractargle:

Tke owners zre conlemplating substanbal construction which would greatly
increase the cost of acquisition and impose physical barriers to cammy out the plan
to which the Government is already committed. #o

Mr. Demaray regquested that the Pabhe Buldings Administration consider requesting immediate
funding of the plar. Mr. Reyaolds' speeific response i3 200 known, but the problem was not
alleviated, At the August NCPPC mesting, M Nolen explained 1o the Commissioners:

coprvste owrers are huliling in this neighharhond and  thus preventing the
extension of E Street as propased in the plan to carmy our the Little Mall scheme 27

After serious consideration of the lack of sufficient funding to "do the whole job" NCFPC
nhanimously catried the following motion: "the Commizssion approves  withdrawal from
authorized purchase status of the area north of North 'E' Strect and west of 19" Street 1o Virginia
Avenue."# This decision formally recognized the obvious failure of the "Little Mall™ schemsa, a
plan that 15 only partially visiale today. 4%

o Ligtter, From AE. Demaray ta W .E. Beynclds, Commissoner of the oklic Buildings Acmisisirstan, Nime 16,
1949, WARS, Record Sroup 328, Box 55, Folder 5.

A7 WP Bliomtes, Augusl 1%94%, MNARS Hecood Ciraep 128, Bax 55, Falkder 5,
B WCPPC Minuzes, August, 1949, MaRE, kG 328 Box 35, Folder 5.

1 Mavioral Capital Park and Planning Commission, Peapde and Lawd A Portiae 5 the Comprahavsivg Flan for the
Mairaeal! Capdfal and i Edvicons, Monogragh Me. 2 {Waesnington, D00 June 19500, pp. 36-37
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Eggers and Higgins, the suceessor Orm 6o the architeciural monarchy of John Bussell Pope,
gained the commission for the Dismrict of Columbia Chapier House of the American Rad Cross
Ly May 947, A design concept was developed by the finm prior o the May hearngs, resulting
in a rendering of the proposed building that was unveiled by Chaimman Folger to House
Subcommittee on Public Buildings and Geounds on May 230 On June 24, in his statement to
the Scnate Commitles on Foreign Relatons, Folger assured the Senators that the proposed
buildieg "represents very carcful planning, and “ts architecture fits in with that arca.” 1 Afer
receiving support from both the House and the Senate, the bill was passad authorizing the
erecliion of the Dheinet Chapter House on Scuare 104, President Troman s gned the hill on July
1. 194752

The rendering of The building, first published in the Evering Srar on July 1, 1947, depicted a
formal composition of while stone i a stripped classical style, with an elabomte stepped
approach to the main entrance. This design was closely based on the architect's earlier scheme
for the Army Medicol Museum end Librury thot was approved by the Commmission of Fine Arts
in Sepiember 1941.55 The rendering of the Chapter House presented the [enesiration as a serics
of bold vertical bays sot between abstractec pilasters with a ceniral monumental entrance bay.
The building was approached from a "bold sculptured stairway entrance much ke the one
exccuted on the south facade of Pierson and Wilson's 1939 Art Deeo Library of Congress
Aanex,"$# The resulting cffect was an austere abstracted remple placed oo a slightly raised

W Hearings,” Mav 2, 1947, p. 5. Soated v 1C. Foopes.

21 *"Unired Sates Seaats Committes Hearings," Commission for Forsizn Reloticzs. Discussion of H. 1 Res, 193, June
24,1947, w3, Btared by L2 Folaer,

32U rigman Signs Bl far Didsicl Chaplers Red Cross Workshop," Sveaier Star, July 1, 1947

33 Taks profect, Wtended o be shzd Baving East Capaol Seet o e squan o the Immsdine cast af the Folgs
Shakespeare Ioprary (Fol Cren, 1952), was deleesd by the World Wear i and [ater asandensd

30DLC Landnerk Applicativn Tor e American Ted Cross, Zisrict of Columbia Chapoer Buiiding," siampsd a3
"Rizedved” by the DUC, isterie UProssrvolicn Boeview Doard, November 13, TRES. Althocek oncredibed, W illiam Huzheng i5
gk wledoed author of the applicalion,
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plinth, a format that was in keeping with the lederal architectore of the ime. The ARC Thistrict
Crapter took occupancy of the building on Fehruary 1, 1953, Later that vear, on Cetober 15
President Drwight [ Eisenhower fomally dedicated the boilding, The Evening Star hailed the
building as "the most modem Red Cross workshop in the world, =3

The Cowprehensive Plan

[n 1950, President Truman's newly appointed NCPFC Chaiman William Wurster introduced the
“all-important Comprehensive Plan, the expected foundation for all futvre planning"56 for public
somment. The five-volume F950 Comprefiensive Plan for the National Capital and Te Favirons
advocated the re-invention of the Morthwest Rectangle and the “Lattle Mall” concept.  As
proposed, the area was to include a large park mnning north-zouth betwean 18" and 23% Streets
and ereabing g cross axis with the east-west comdor running along E Streel from the White
House to Potomae Park. The southem houndary of the new park was to be marked by the
Federal Reserve Board; the northemn boundary by the proposed District Chapter of the Americar
Red Criss Chapter. The 1950 plan broke considerable new pround and gainad strengta from the
city plang that had preceded i, Bat such a stance did not puarantes itz ability to genesatz sctior
and compliance: in faet, timing weakened he reception 1o the plan as it was isseed durng ¢
transition in chairmanship and the resiracture of NCPPC. Tiventually, the 1950 Comprehensive
Plan was takled.

The State Department, having shared space with the War and Navy Departments since 1888 in
the old Execurive Office Building, wes sorely in need of addiional space and reinforced the
siting of federal departments w the Morthwest Rectangle,  Consequently, parl of the State
Depertment’s functions were relocated to the former War Department in the Northwes:
Reclangle. Plans to enlarge the department’s main headquarters on Pennsylvania Avenue were

33 Uprpsiden: to Arend Bad Cross Builing Eedicarion Thorsdey,* Eveaing Star, Scprember 28, 1953,

3 MCPCY e, g 24T,
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discussed by the 19505, slthough never implemented. Rather, the formar War Tlepartmen-,
mtended 10 be enlarged when designed, proved more appropriate to aceommodate the State
Department. Ia 1938, the architectural firm of Graham, Anderson, Probst, and White, with loczl
desipner AR Clas as associate architect, were chosen to design the extension  The State
Department Extension continued the Art Moderne characteristics of the War Department Lo
gome degree, while simplifying and combining them with clements of the International style.
Thus, there is a gecater streas on horizonmality, and more emphasis on a salarce of unlike parts
rather than axial symmetry, The building, while a credible example of 19505 aschitectare, was
said o “suggest the dreariness of bureaucracy more than the dipnity of diplemacy.”™57  The
designs for the State DNopartment axtension, like that of the War Department, incorporsted centrzl
air conditioning, flaorescent lighting, and acoustical plasier. By the time the exiension was
complated, however, these features no longer represented innovative technolopgy, but instead had
aecome standard elements of large-scalz office huildings.

In 1860, the ARC District Chaprer Houge was included in a smdy of Columbia Plaza, a high-end
residenial complex penerally localed between 23" and 257 Suests, Eand G Streels and Wirginia
Avenus, The Columbia Plaza Study by MCPC (Aprl 1950) incorporated another virtation of the
Little Mall schere, indicating an extension of the Plaza's landscape treatment besvond its site.
The north-seuth spine of 23™ Street was fied into the east-west boulevard ol E Street, cxtending
cast from 20% Street 1o 239 Steet, with Noth E and South E Streets still intaet.8 The then-
existing raciprocal vista between the Chapter House and the Federal Keserve Board would be
mterrupted by a futare builiding, mdicated by an E-shaped [ootprinl on the square directly 1o the
north of the Federal Rzserve Board; howewver, a reciprocity, or at least a north-south axis,
between the Chapler louse and the fulure building would be meintained throupgh formal
landscaping, Although Columbia Plaza was constructed, the extensive landscaping and plazas
proposed for E Street were not implemented,

¥ Historic Structures Report #Stete Departaent™ Prepared by the Mational Capital Plasning Commission, (na date),
a1, 91,

I8 plwmtia s Blwby Arza' Matianal Capitz] Famning Commission, April 1960, From the micrefiche Hbrary of
ol I
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The relationship between the District Chapter Howse and the Federal Reserve Board, howewver,
wis soon et asunder with the introduction of the E Strest Expressway, created in 1964, The
Expressway extends from the Kennedy Cener (1971) east to 20" Street, and consists partially of
an underground tunnel. It was conceived as part of the major re-planning necessitated by the
propased construction of a nabonal performing arls center. Aceording Lo "Special Street Plan lor
Virgicia Aveane, MW Mo, 1" by the Mational Cepital Planning Commission (1964), the E Stecr
area north of the Expressway was to be shielded from the noise with heavy plantings.

In Square 104 a ree-shaded walk parallel to E Sweet will serve to lead the eye
along the T0 Street mall, Thas Tittle park o Square 104 15 also planned o prowvide
an axial view northward over the Expressway fo the entrance o the Red Cross
Building. The rest of the area would be an open lawn in order to set off the
densely tree-shaded lawn of Kelly Park 23

However, as completed, the expressway and its landscaping contradicued the classical ideals that
werz benind the conception of the Morthwest Fecangle.  Rather than the formal grid, the
disgonal impaet of Virginia Avenue was emphasized.  The introduction of the E Street
Expressway in ploce of the "hittls mall” interropted the comprehension of the bailding ns a
northern pivoet for the Norhwest Rectangle, The expressway complicated the integrity of the
Northwest Fectangle as an east-west lincar park, and further interfered with the intended
m|uliﬂnﬁhip of the AR Disiner Chapter Hoase 1o the nther hinldings.

[n addition to the E Strect Expressway, in 1963, the Office of Personnel Manapement was
conatructed along B Streat. Originally known as the Civil Service Commission, the Office of
Personnel Management (OFM) is sited at 19" and E Streets. The building brought all 1,900-
commission emplovees together under one roof for the first time snce World War IL
Construction bepen in Acpust 1250 W the combined designs ol wrehitecteral Grms, Helmulth,

53 Yationsl Capital Flanaig Coonnizssion, Speoiad Streets Piar for Firginig Avenaz, oo 1 (W astonglon, [0
MOPC, 1904), p. 48,
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Oihata and Kaszabaum, Ine, and Loebl, Schollman and Bennett. Civil Service Commissioner
John W, Macy, Jr. stated at the building's dedication that there “waa nothing claborle anout the
H-shapad building, whick was erected for austerity and work” a concept adopted in the
Morthwesl Rectangle with the construction of the first Department ot Interior in 1913-1917 o

Architecturally similar to OPM waz the United Union Building {1972 1973} on 18" Stree;
between E Streel and New York Avenue., The inposing Intemeational-styled balding obsloucled
the wvists enjoyed by the Corcoren Gallery of A-t theough Rawling Park 10 the Potemac Baver, By
the same token, the Federal Reserve Board Anmex (also known as the Martin Building)
eliminated any visval reading between the ARC District Chapter House and Cret's Federal
Reserve building.  Yet, the 1975 annex did maintain the north-zouth axis with the buildings to
glther direction as planned in 1960,

Inherent to the design plan of the Northwest Ractangle iz the landscaped parks, o namentec with
reflesting pools, founiains, scating, and formal plantings, With the intersection of the diagonal
avenues and the grided streets, irregular-shaped parcels of land or “reservations™ are formed that
prove tao small for development. Becognized as signilcant elements in L'Enfant’s 1791 plan,
the rezervations were intended for use as public parks, an ideal reiterated in the middle part of the
19" century. Orver the years, this park concept bos greatly impaoeted the siting of the monumental
buildings, formal parks, mnd grided street plan, Along the diagonal of Virgiaiz Avenue, in
particular, are several monuments and scolptures honoring individuals farmows in the history of
the Amercas, a8 theme representative of the governmental and institutional occupantz in the
neighborhood, Although the Merthwest Rectangle did net fully succeed as an uppropriote site fo:
ledera] olfice buildings, planniog lor the neighborhood conlinues. And, despile the Failure of the
many planning schemes addressing the area and the minor contaxtual alterations, the Mortvwest
Eectangle is perceived today as a significant grouping of government office buildings thal were
similar in coneept to the Federal Triangle.

Bl | Buerviaos Dedicates Mews |ome," Wazhingron Srar. Movesnber 12, 1963,
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