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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The following pages detail the development and
final elements of the Kennedy Street Revitaliza-
tion Plan, beginning with its identification in
the District’s Comprehensive Plan as a priority
site for a Small Area Plan, and culminating in a
series of economic and physical implementation
strategies for both the short- and mid-term.

The planning process itself was notable for the
range and intensity of public participation, as

it proceeded through a series of public meet-
ings, including a major community-wide design
workshop. The plan’'s Advisory Committee repre-
sented the many voices and many communities
that comprise the Kennedy Street neighborhood.
Members continually underscored the value that
residents, business owners, and others place in
sustaining the corridor’s existing social fabric,
and in making sure that revitalization happen
without displacement of current residents or
businesses. They worked assiduously with the
consulting team and representatives of the City’s

Office of Planning to identify specific strategies
that strengthen that fabric while identifying op-
portunities for physical improvements, for care-
fully-sited new development — residential, retail,
mixed use — that at the same time would be in

-11-



keeping with the neighborhood’s existing scale
and overall accessibility.

The community-based Vision for Kennedy Street
that emerged from the planning process identi-
fied five major themes that ultimately shaped the
plan. These included:

« Ensuring a clean and safe neighborhood

« Creating special places that are welcoming and
pedestrian-friendly

- Supporting existing residents and businesses
while encouraging new economic develop-
ment and housing

« Encouraging mobility and connectivity

. Identifying opportunities for collaboration
and partnering in support of the plan’s imple-
mentation
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This report illustrates how these themes became
the collective core of the Kennedy Street Revi-
talization Plan. Underlying the plan itself is ac-
knowledgement of the true significance of places
such as Kennedy Street: neighborhood hearts
whose health, success, and livability are central
to the ultimate success of any city. Strengthening
both the concept and the reality of neighborhood
was the ultimate goal of all those who participat-
ed in the planning process; it was made manifest
throughout the process by the way in which par-
ticipants talked about their street and, ultimately,
will be reflected in practice as the plan’s imple-
mentation moves forward.
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Councilmember Muriel Bowser was a major presence
during the Kennedy Street planning process.
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2. SETTING THE STAGE

The Kennedy Street Revitalization Plan represents
the results of an intensive and collaborative process
that began with a series of informal get-togethers of
neighborhood residents, business, community, and
institutional leaders, and City agencies. Even earlier,
Kennedy Street was the subject of ongoing discus-
sions between the City and the South Manor Park
Civic Association; through the Comprehensive Plan-
ning process, the Association brought attention to
Kennedy Street as the subject for a Small Area Plan
(see page 2.7). These conversations illuminated both
Kennedy Street’s existing conditions and provided

a look into the future of the corridor as envisioned
by those eager to play a role in shaping that future.
Although differences invariably emerged regarding
some of the components of that future, there was
nevertheless a consistent emphasis across the board
of ensuring that the plan’s physical and economic
initiatives would include the energies and commit-
ment of the corridor’s current diverse community.

By honoring the corridor’s existing assets while
looking toward a newly vibrant Kennedy Street, the
ultimate plan signals that the success of places such
as Kennedy Street are important because of their
significance not only as a neighborhood’s social and
economic “heart” but as one of the key ingredients
in making a city as a whole more livable, more man-
ageable, and more desirable.
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Enlarged versions of this illustrated corridor map were used by all participants in the community-wide workshop,
between Georgia Ave. and North Capitol St. represent the study area.

-2.2-

held midway through the planning process. The highlighted areas along Kennedy Street



Geographic and

Demographic Context

The one-mile-long Kennedy Street corridor
extends from N. Capital St. on the east to Georgia
Avenue on the west, spanning the Brightwood
Park and South Manor Park neighborhoods of
Ward 4.

The following data, unless otherwise noted,
summarize the characteristics of the Kennedy
Street population contained within Transporta-
tion Analysis Zones (TAZs). TAZs are geographic
areas commonly used to compile, analyze and
exhibit demographic data.

« The population of the corridor, as of 2005, to-
taled 34,450. Projections estimated by the Data
Center of the District’s Office of Planning (OP)
show minimal growth over the next ten years
— from 34,450 to 34,917, or 1.3%.

« The number of households is expected to
grow by 1.8%, from 13,925 in 2005 to 14,174
in 2015. The household size is approximately
2.4 persons/household, comparable to the
District’s average household size of 2.3 per-
sons/household.

o Parallel with the relatively slow population
growth, employment projections for the area
indicate only a slight increase, from 5,930 in
2005 to 5,981 in 2015.
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The Kennedy Street Corridor and surrounding area divides along 5th Street into two census tracts.

« The area’s median household income, as of
the 2000 Census, was $40,913 (or $47,900
in 2006 dollars) slightly higher than the
District-wide median of $40,283 ($47,200
in 2006 dollars), or 1.5%. Median household
income within the two census tracts immedi-
ately surrounding the Kennedy Street corridor
from Georgia to N. Capitol was approximately
$35,400, or $41,400 in 2006 dollars.

« Home ownership percentages along the cor-
ridor, according to the 2000 census, shifted as
one moved east of 5th Street, where home own-
ership amounted to approximately 58% of the
total — almost exactly in line with the percent-
ages for the Rock Creek East Planning Area as a
whole. The home ownership percentage west of
5th was 43%, or almost the exact reverse.
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« Data from the 2000 Census indicate that,
of the total population living within the two
census tracts containing the Kennedy Street
corridor, approximately 85% are African-Amer-
ican, 12% are Latino, 4% are white, and less
than 1% are Asian. (Because of rounding, the
total equals more than 100%.)



