
2401 Tracy Place, NW, Washington, DC 20008

Kimball



    
NPS Form 10-900         OMB Control No. 1024-0018 

expiration date 03/31/2022 
   
  

1 

 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 
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1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  _Doris Fleeson Kimball House_____________________________ 

Other names/site number: ______________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing:   

___________________________________________________________ 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: __2120 S Street, NW___________________________________________ 

City or town: _Washington___________ State: _DC___________ County: _Washington__  

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this        nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 

recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           ___local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

___A             ___B           ___C           ___D         

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 

criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public – Local 

 

 Public – State  

 

 Public – Federal  

 

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  

 

X

 

   

  

 

  

 

  

X
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 Site 

 

 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

_____1_______   _____________  buildings 

 

_____________   _____________  sites 

 

_____________   _____________  structures  

 

_____________   _____________  objects 

 

_____1_______   ______________  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __0_______ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 

 DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 

 DOMESTIC/single dwelling 
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 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _Colonial Revival____ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: __Brick_________________ 

 

 

 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph 

 

The Doris Fleeson Kimball House is located at 2120 S Street, NW, within the Sheridan-Kalorama 

Historic District. The house occupies Lot 49 of Square 2515, a pentagonal-shaped square bound 

to the north by S Street, NW, to the northeast by Phelps Place, NW, to the southeast by Florida 

Avenue, NW, to the south by Decatur Place, NW, and to the west by Twenty-Second Street, NW.1 

The brick Colonial Revival house at 2120 S Street, NW is the center of three attached houses 

designed by architect Donald Drayer and built by developer Lawrence Brandt. The façade and rear 

elevation of 2120 S Street slightly projects beyond its neighbor to the east (and originally its 

neighbor to the west) to emphasize the building’s importance within the group. This importance is 

further emphasized through a wide pediment is set across the width of the façade with an acroterion 

placed at its apex. The house is set back from the street to allow for a driveway to access an 

integrated garage. The building is rectangular in form and measures thirty-four feet wide by 

 
1 This portion of Twenty-Second Street is closed to car traffic as it is occupied by the Spanish Steps.  
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approximately forty feet deep. The painted brick façade reads as two stories in height and features 

a central projecting entrance. The rear elevation reads as three stories in height due to a dramatic 

grade change between S Street and Decatur Place. The use of Colonial Revival details is seen in 

the texture, size, and bonding of the brick façade. This nomination recognizes the house as 

significant under DC Criterion C (National Register Criterion B) for its association with 

journalist Doris Fleeson Kimball. The Period of significance extends from 1959 to 1970 to 

correspond to the years that Fleeson Kimball and her husband, Dan Able Kimball, owned and lived 

in the house.   

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description  

 

The brick Colonial Revival house at 2120 S Street, NW, is located in the Sheridan-Kalorama 

Historic District. It is the center of three attached houses. The Colonial Revival style houses 

exhibited a restrained interpretation that had been built in Sheridan-Kalorama starting in the late 

1920s and would soon be recognized as the predominant style for Sheridan-Kalorama residences 

for the rest of the twentieth century. 

 

All three houses are substantially set back from S Street to allow for a paved driveway. A low 

brick wall extends from the building’s facade along the eastern side of the driveway along the 

property line between 2118 S Street and 2120 S Street. Two brick pedestals capped with a 

decorative stone finial are at either side of the driveway, also set back from the northern property 

line. While 2120 S Street has an integrated garage, its neighbors both include a projecting garage. 

Originally, the three houses and their garages were drawn to create a U-shape form and footprint 

that might be interpreted as mimicking a seventeenth century English country house with a central 

block topped by a pediment flanked by projecting wings forming a front courtyard with 2120 at 

its center.2 As the central house, 2120 S Street’s façade and rear elevation project beyond the 

building line of 2118 S Street.3  

 

The building is rectangular in form and measures thirty-four feet wide by approximately forty feet 

deep. The building appears two stories at the north (primary) elevation and three stories at the rear 

elevation due to the dramatic topography change between S Street and Decatur Place. The use of 

Colonial Revival details is seen in the texture, size, and bonding of the brick façade. The brick has 

been painted a cream color. A wide pediment is set across the width of the façade with an acroterion 

placed at its apex below which is placed a circular louvered vent. The roof for 2120 S Street 

featured a slanted section at the pediment with a flat section covering the rest of the roof area.  

 

The façade is five bays wide, with a non-original projecting entrance vestibule with an arched roof 

at the façade’s center on the first story. A contemporary roll-up metal garage door occupies the 

 
2 Belton House in Grantham, Lincolnshire, England, constructed during the late 17th century, is a good example of a 

u-shape form that might have served as inspiration for 2118-2120-2122 S Street.  

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/nottinghamshire-lincolnshire/belton-estate. 
3 Originally, the façade of 2122 S Street was slightly recessed behind the building line of 2120; however, in 1988, 

the building was extensively altered with a substantial addition being added to the front of the house that  

incorporated the original projecting garage..  
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large, two-bay wide opening to the east of the entrance that leads to the integrated garage. The 

two-bay wide opening to the west of the projecting entrance features a triple window opening with 

non-original one-over-one window sashes. The second story features five single window openings, 

each infilled with non-original one-over-one window sashes. It is likely that the window openings 

originally held multilight sashes as seen at 2118 S Street. The two outer window openings to each 

side are slightly apart from the center window.  

 

The rear elevation is three stories high due to grade change at the rear. The elevation is organized 

into three bays. The basement and first stories feature two pairs of windows to each side of a central 

double sliding glass door. The second story features a triple window and one paired window. The 

windows have all been replaced with one-over-one window sashes. A deck extends off the first 

story, and a staircase connects it with the lower patio. 

 

The house is sited on a steep grade where the first floor of the first story is at grade but at the rear 

the basement level is exposed. Despite the steep grade at the rear of the house and its exposure to 

the street below, only a small portion of the upper portion of the rear elevation of the house can be 

seen from that vantage point due to the high brick garden walls encompassing the rear yard.   

 

Integrity  

 

Despite some alteration, 2120 S Street retains sufficient integrity to continue to convey its historic 

significance. The building’s original location and orientation on S Street remains unchanged. 

Despite the fact that the building’s primary entrance was altered and the windows have been 

replaced, the house retains its original quality of design as a twentieth century Colonial Revival 

style dwelling within the affluent Sheridan-Kalorama neighborhood through the retention of the 

brick site walls, pedestals along the driveway, integrated garage, and wide pediment is set across 

the width of the façade with an acroterion placed at its apex4. Integrity of materials and 

workmanship is demonstrated through the building’s surviving original brick elevations and site 

features. Due to the significant alterations undertaken to 2122 S Street, the historic setting has 

been compromised, but not entirely lost due to the retention of 2118 S Street’s original design. 

Collectively, these aspects allow the building to convey the feeling and association as a mid-

twentieth century Colonial Revival style dwelling within the Sheridan-Kalorama Historic District. 

The house was originally occupied by Doris Fleeson Kimball and her husband Dan Able Kimball 

from 1959 until 1970. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 It should be noted that the integrity of the original tripartite composition as designed by Donald Drayer has been 

modified due to extensive alterations undertaken at 2122 S Street, thereby compromising the integrity of design for 

the group of three houses. These include the expansion of the garage to the property line between 2122 and 2120 and 

the addition of a second and third story above the garage and a third story above the main block of the house. This 

has obscured the original façade, which has also been concealed under a new brick cladding.   
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________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 

 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  

 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  

 listing.) 

 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 

  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 

individual distinction.  

 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  

B. Removed from its original location   

 

C. A birthplace or grave  

 

D. A cemetery 

 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 

F. A commemorative property 

 

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

X
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Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT_  

SOCIAL HISTORY___  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 

Period of Significance 

_1959-1970_________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 Significant Dates  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

Doris Fleeson Kimball 

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 Cultural Affiliation  

 ___________________  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 

 Architect/Builder 

 Donald H. Drayer_____ 

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 

level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 

applicable criteria considerations.)  

 

The two-story brick Colonial Revival house, located at 2120 S Street, NW, Washington, DC, was 

home to the pioneering female political journalist Doris Fleeson Kimball. Fleeson and her husband, 

former Secretary of the Navy and president of Aerojet (the leading developer of antiballistic 

missiles) Dan Abe Kimball were original owners, and they lived in the house until their deaths in 

1970. This time period also corresponded with the most successful years of her career. Doris 

Fleeson’s entire personal and professional life leading up to her final years at 2120 S Street was 

dedicated to the fight for equal rights for women and minorities, particularly the right to work and 

receive equal pay, recognition, accreditation, and facilities.  As such, the property falls under the 

Women Suffragette Movement Historic Context, significantly contributing to our 

understanding of the twentieth century fight for equality for women and minorities in all aspects 

of their professional and private lives. Doris Fleeson’s extraordinary career illuminates the many 

ways that gender discrimination was evidenced, documents a pattern of breaking down barriers 

imposed by historic gender discrimination, and provides a record of almost day-by-day response 

to the complexities of the political scene surrounding the U.S. President, Congress and the 

Supreme Court from the 1930s through the late 1960s. The house is significant under DC 

Criterion C (National Register Criterion B) for its association as the long-term home and 

workplace of the pioneering nationally syndicated and eminently influential female political 

journalist Doris Fleeson from late 1959 to August 1970.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 

significance.)   

 

The two-story brick Colonial Revival house, located at 2120 S Street, NW, Washington, DC, was 

home to the pioneering female political journalist Doris Fleeson. It was in this house that Ms. 

Fleeson lived from 1959 following her marriage to former Secretary of the Navy and president of 

Aerojet, the leading developer of antiballistic missiles, Dan Abe Kimball, through her death in 

1970. This time period also corresponded with the most successful years of her career.  The house 

was built in 1959 to the design of noted Washington architect Donald Drayer and built by 

successful local developer Lawrence Brandt in the heart of Sheridan-Kalorama, one of 

Washington, DC’s most prominent neighborhoods.  

 

Dorothy Fleeson is recognized as a nationally distinguished political reporter, one of the first 

women to cover Washington, the first woman political newspaper columnist to have a nationally 

syndicated column, and an avid advocate for equality for women. Gaining fame for her astute 

political reporting on the President, Congress, and the Supreme Court, in 1954, she took the offer 

from the Bell-McClure Syndicate to focus on writing her opinions on the machinations of the 

Washington political scene. From then until 1967, her work included writing more than 5,500 

syndicated columns on national politics for that ran in more than 120 newspapers reaching between 
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eight and nine million households throughout the United States.  During her career and after, her 

work won her both attention and accolades from Time and Newsweek magazines.  

 

She was a close friend of Eleanor Roosevelt, Bernard Baruch, HL Mencken, Adlai Stevenson, the 

Trumans, the Kennedys, the Johnsons, and numerous colleagues including Washington Star 

journalist Mary McGrory among others. During her career in Washington, she covered the 

administrations of five U.S. Presidents. While a resident of 2120 S Street, her columns addressed 

such events as Cold War, the Bay of Pigs, Kennedy’s Assassination, the Civil Rights Movement 

and the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Viet Nam War, and Johnson’s Great Society.  

Although forced to retire in 1967 due to failing health, she nevertheless continued her passionate 

interest in politics through participation in the Presidential campaign of anti-war candidate Eugene 

McCarthy, volunteering and offering her house as the site of campaign strategy meetings. It was 

only in February of 1969, after suffering from a second stroke, that she was forced to curtail her 

activities.   

 

Her entire personal and professional life leading up to her final years living in 2120 S Street was 

dedicated to the fight for equal rights for women and minorities, particularly equal pay, 

recognition, accreditation, and facilities.  As such, the property falls under the Women Suffragette 

Movement Historic Context, significantly contributing to our understanding of the 20th century 

fight for equality for women and minorities in all aspects of their professional and private lives. 

Doris Fleeson’s extraordinary career illuminates the many ways that gender discrimination was 

evidenced, documents a pattern of breaking down barriers imposed by historic gender 

discrimination, and provides a record of almost day-by-day response to the complexities of the 

political scene surrounding U.S. Presidents, Congress, and the Supreme Court from the 1930s 

through the late 1960s. For its association as the long-term home and workplace of the pioneering 

nationally syndicated and eminently influential female political journalist Doris Fleeson from late 

1959 to August 1970, during the height of her career and place of her death, and its integrity of 

location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, the property meets DC 

Criterion C (National Register Criterion B).  

 

Historic Context 

 

Doris Fleeson Kimball 

 

Doris Fleeson Kimball was a female political reporter at a time when it was not a “suitable place” 

for a woman in journalism. Her life stands as model for all women who had to fight to be 

recognized as capable of being a professional in a man’s world. She fought for equal rights every 

day of her life, demonstrating that a woman could succeed in her chosen profession just as well, if 

not better, than a man. Fleeson Kimball’s career was inspiring; she rose through the ranks, starting 

out as a “stunt girl” to reporter for the New York Daily News and then helped to open the paper’s 

Washington Bureau. She risked her life as a wartime correspondent and went on to become the 

first female nationally syndicated political columnist from 1954 to 1967 with coverage in ,ore than 

120 newspaper throughout the US. During her career, she successfully navigated through 

Washington’s political and social scene, boasting some of the nation’s highest-ranking officials as 

close friends, while still able to cut through political machinations to gain access to truth. She is 
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described in Notable American Women: The Modern Period as “the only one of either sex to 

approach national affairs as a police officer.”5 She lived and worked at 2120 S Street from 1959 

through her death in 1970. 

 

Born in Sterling Kansas on May 20, 1901, Fleeson graduated from the University of Kansas with 

a degree in Journalism in 1923. She worked on the university newspaper and then began her 

professional career as a reporter for the Pittsburgh Sun. Moving to New York, she worked as city 

editor for the Long Island Great Neck News.  In 1927, she was hired by the New York Daily News 

as a “stunt girl” (a common position for young women in journalism) covering scandals, crimes, 

and trials when she was eventually given the assignment to cover New York state politics in 

Albany.6 While in Albany, she met then Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt, who proved to be a 

lifelong supporter of her career.   

 

In 1932, Fleeson and her first husband, New York Daily News reporter Joseph O’Donnell, relocated 

to Washington to open the paper’s Washington Bureau. Due to her friendship with Roosevelt in 

Albany, Fleeson was permanently assigned to FDR’s 1932 campaign press entourage. She was the 

only woman reporter to achieve such an assignment.7 That same year, she was a founding member 

of the American Newspaper Guild and delegate to its first convention. A year later she gave birth 

to their daughter Doris O’Donnell, adding motherhood to her list of accomplishments. 

 

As her reputation for sound investigation and insightful writing grew, she was soon acknowledged 

as one of the toughest journalists in Washington and was recognized as a fixture in the Washington 

press corps.8 Fleeson covered Congress, the Supreme Court, and the Presidency for her and 

O’Donnell’s provocative political column “Capitol Stuff”. She was not afraid of asking hard 

questions, exploring controversial issues, befriending, annoying, and angering politicians from 

both parties. In 1942, facing differing points of view with her employer and her husband, mostly 

over their opinions on Franklin Roosevelt, she divorced O’Donnell. The Daily News recalled her 

to New York, but she soon found that she and the editor also had strongly differing opinions as to 

what she should be writing. She quickly decided to join The Woman’s Home Companion as their 

European war correspondent.  Her article “I Keep a Rendezvous with Heroes” offered not only a 

report on the war “seen through a woman’s eyes” but also on attitudes of the American male pilots 

she met on the front line:  

 

“There is no woman’s angle on a bomber,” warned a major in the United States 

Army Eight Air Force when I saw him in London to arrange a visit to one of our 

 
5 Barbara Sicherman and Carol Hurd Green, ed., Notable American Women: The Modern Period. A Biographical 

Dictionary (Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1980), 239. 
6 A “Stunt Girl” was a female investigative reporter during the late 19th and early 20th century hired by a newspaper 

to go undercover with the intent of gaining firsthand knowledge and experience related to a particular news story. A 

pejorative title, it was used in conjunction with the type of assignments deemed “suitable” for women reporters who 

aspired to be journalists.  Nellie Bly may be the most famous “stunt girl” or “girl stunt reporter” for her 1887 report 

“Ten Day in a Mad House” when she posed as an inmate of Blackwell’s Insane Asylum for Women.  
7 Pamela, “Doris Fleeson: ‘A Tiger in White Gloves,’” History in the Margins, July 5, 2024, 

https://www.historyinthemargins.com/2024/07/05/doris-fleeson-a-tiger-in-white-gloves/.  
8 Barbara Morgan, “Doris Fleeson,” Women in World History: A Biographical Encyclopedia. 

htpps://www.encyclopedia.com/women/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/fleeson-doris-1901-1970. 

https://archive.org/details/notableamericanw00sich_0
https://www.historyinthemargins.com/2024/07/05/doris-fleeson-a-tiger-in-white-gloves/
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air bases in England. But that’s where the major is mistaken---we women are vitally 

interested in bombers.  Our menfolk run them. I told the major so. He grinned---

and smoothed my way.9 

 

Following the end of World War II, she returned to Washington, writing columns initially for the 

Washington Evening Star and the Boston Globe.  In 1945, the Bell-McClure Syndicate, one of the 

four largest syndicates in the U.S. at the time, began distributing her column to papers throughout 

the country.10   

 

Her fame spread as her columns offered straight forward political information seemingly with no 

holds barred.  An example of this was her column of May 16, 1946, reporting on a deep rift between 

Supreme Court Associate Justices Hugo L. Black and Robert H. Jackson each accusing the other 

of improper rulings that were based on disagreement over the handling of questions regarding the 

issue of the Court’s policy on recusal.11  On December 10, 1949, “Meet the Press” presented its 

first all-female program…held while Washington’s male press corps was at the men-only Gridiron 

Dinner. Martha Rountree, a program co-founder, served as moderator with panelists Doris Fleeson, 

May Craig, Judy Spivak, and Ruth Montgomery. India Edwards, a Democratic politician was their 

guest.12  In 1952, Time magazine did a feature on her entitled “The Press: Lady About Town”: 

 

As the top newshen [sic] in Washington and one of the capital’s best political 

reports, Columnist Fleeson gets her share of scoops for about 70 papers that carry 

her column. But her reputation depends more on her backstairs reporting of political 

plots & counterplots. Her pipelines into the Administration are so well placed that 

her columns on what the Fair Dealers are thinking often reveal what the Democrats 

will do long before they are ready to announce it or are quite sure themselves.13  

 

Her continuing ability to get politicians to reveal their thoughts reinforced her national reputation.  

In January 1953, after President Truman dismissed General of the Army Douglas MacArthur as 

commander of the Far East, she quoted him blaming the Chicago Tribune, the Scripps-Howard 

Newspapers, and MacArthur for the 47,000 desertions from the armed forces during the Korean 

War, resulting in an uproar of response from MacArthur. Her reporting on the shocking and 

shameful intentions of the McCarthy hearings in 1950s was instrumental in the recognition of 

McCarthy’s intent, describing McCarthyism as "a flower of evil."14 

 

 
9 Doris Fleeson, “I Keep a Rendezvous with Heroes,” Women’s Home Companion, August 17, 1943. 

https://100thbg.com/i-keep-a-rendezvous-with-heroes-by-doris-fleeson/ 
10 The Bell-McClure Syndicate, at the time one of the top four syndicates in the US, merged with, acquired, or was 

acquired by a series of different news syndicates. Fleeson joined the United Features Syndicate in 1954.  
11 David Adler. “’Blood Feud’ Inside the Supreme Court on Quention of Recusal.” Wyoming Humanities. January 

20, 2024. https://thinkwy.org/columns/blood-feud-inside-the-supreme-court-on-question-of-recusal/.  
12 “64 Years of ‘Meet the Press: Doris Fleeson,” November 17, 2007, 

https://www.nbcnews.com/slideshow/meetthepress/64-years-of-meet-the-oress-34344875.  
13  “The Press: Lady About Town,” Time, April 21, 1952. 

htpps://content.time.com/time/subscriber/printout/0,8816,889474,00.html. 
14 Doris Fleeson. “McCarthyism in Full Bloom.” June 10, 1954. Fleeson Papers, University of Kansas. 

 

https://www.nbcnews.com/slideshow/meetthepress/64-years-of-meet-the-oress-34344875
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In 1953, the Missouri School of Journalism of the University of Missouri, considered the finest 

school of journalism in the U.S. at the time, awarded her their annual Honor Medal.15 Also that 

year, she received the White House Correspondents Association’s Raymond Clapper Memorial 

Award for “distinguished Washington reporting.” She was the first woman to receive the award, 

holding that honor for fifty-one years.16   

 

In 1954, Fleeson left Bell syndicate to join United Features Syndicate, writing five columns a 

week, substantially expanding her readership so that by 1958, her column was distributed to 100 

newspapers around the U.S. reaching about eight million families.17  

 

Fleeson’s advocacy for equal rights for women was constant.  To put her work as a women 

journalist and for women journalists in context, one can look to Barbara Joan Zeitz’ study of 

women journalists in Washington. Zeitz documents the Congressional Record of 1870, which 

listed four women journalists with Capitol press gallery credentials. In 1879, that number had risen 

to nineteen, which was approximately 11% of the total number of accredited journalists. In 1880, 

the male journalists banned all women journalists from the galleries.18 Women did make it back 

to the Washington political scene with the progress of women’s suffrage and World War I, but the 

National Press Club openly refused to admit women. In 1919, twenty-eight women formed the 

National Women’s Press Club. At that time, only ten of 213 journalists with Capitol press gallery 

privileges were women. In 1929, the New York Times Chicago Tribune hired Winifred Mallon, a 

20-year veteran reporter for the Chicago Tribune, to report regularly on political news in the 

nation’s capital.  In 1933, the new first Lady Eleanor Roosevelt invited thirty-five women 

journalists to the White House, initiating a weekly press conference for women only.  The First 

Lady continued to hold these weekly press conferences during the twelve years of Franklin 

Roosevelt’s Presidency.19  Zeitz writes, “Her ban on men reporters, or an attempt to level the 

journalistic field that otherwise banned women reporters, created opportunities for female 

journalists and opportunities for male editors to hire more female journalists, which they did.”20    

Through Fleeson’s relationship with Franklin Roosevelt, she and Eleanor Roosevelt became close  

friends, with Mrs. Roosevelt often writing of Fleeson in her daily news releases. Fleeson, who had 

fought for years to gain her reputation as a reporter who was more than capable of matching the 

talents of the male journalists, thrived during this period, acknowledging the support of the First 

Lady.  Notable American Women: The Modern Period described her battle for equality:   

 

 
15 “Missouri Honor Medals by the Year.” University of Missouri Missouri School of Journalism. 

https://journalism.missouri.edu/the-j-school/the-missouri-honor-medal/missouri-honor-medal-winners-by-year/ 

accessed January 7, 2025. 
16 National Press Club Journalism Institute. “Raymond Clapper Memorial Awards (1944 to2011.” 

https://www.pressclubinstitute.org. Published December 3, 2021; Updated December 10, 2021. Accessed January 

19, 2025. 
17 Carolyn Sayler, Doris Fleeson: Incomparably the Best Political Journalist of Her Time (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 

2010), 226. 
18 Barbara Joan Zeitz, “Jack and Jill Journalism,” Count Her History. June 2014. 
19 Eleanor Roosevelt. “My Day.”  Various columns. Eleanor Roosevelt Papers Project, The George Washington 

University. https://www.erpapers.columbian.gwu.edu. 
20 Barbara Joan Zeitz, “Jack and Jill Journalism,” Count Her History. June 2014. 

https://journalism.missouri.edu/the-j-school/the-missouri-honor-medal/missouri-honor-medal-winners-by-year/
https://www.pressclubinstitute.org/
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To be a woman reporter in the man’s world of Washington in the 1940s and 1950s 

was to be patronized or excluded, or both. Doris Fleeson submitted to these 

indignities with tearful rage.  She knew that few of the men were her equal and 

none her superior, and she was, well on advance of the women’s liberation 

movement, a militant feminist.21 

 

No question that her writing often dealt with issues of inequality, but her actions often spoke as 

loudly as her written words.  In 1933, as a founding member of the American Newspaper Guild, 

she and her committee went to the National Recovery Administration to advocate for the adoption 

of a policy requiring a $35-a-week minimum wage for reporters.22  In 1938 she served as President 

of the Women’s National Press Club.  In the 1940s, she fought one of her more celebrated battles 

in concert with May Craig, correspondent for the Portland (Maine) Press-Herald, when they 

successfully pursued Senate and House approval for installation of rest-room facilities for women 

reporters in the Congressional press galleries. Known for supporting Blacks to break down racial 

barriers, in 1953, she sponsored journalist Alice A. Dunnigan, the first woman of color to be 

accredited to the Capitol press galleries, White House, Supreme Court, and State Department, for 

membership in the Women’s National Press Club.23  She became a role model for the next 

generation of women political journalists, notably the Washington Evening Star’s Mary McGrory. 

Fleeson’s campaign for equality continued in her columns. In 1960 when, learning of President-

elect Kennedy’s selection for his new cabinet, she wrote in her column that “[a]t this stage, it 

appears that for women the New Frontiers are the old frontiers."24 In summary of her advocacy for 

women, her friend and colleague McGrory, wrote of her:  

 

She was before the Women’s Liberation Movement a militant feminist. While she 

was incomparably the first political journalist of her time, she took on the battles of 

her lesser sisters, and never forgot a slight to her sex.25  

 

In her work covering national news, Fleeson became not only a leading figure in the circle of 

nationally recognized journalists, but with the leaders of society, and significantly, politics. She 

was acquainted with five Presidents and their wives, starting with Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt. 

The First Lady referred to Fleeson many times during the thirty-seven years she wrote her column 

“My Day.”26 Harry and Bess Truman, Jack and Jacqueline Kennedy, Adlai Stevenson, and Eugene 

McCarthy. Bernard Baruch, and H.L. Mencken were life-long admirers and constant 

correspondents. Presidents Kennedy and Johnson are documented as privately discussing with 

their staff the enormous effect (both kind and harsh) of her columns on them and the public’s 

 
21 Barbara Sicherman and Carol Hurd Green, ed., Notable American Women: The Modern Period. A Biographical 

Dictionary (Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1980), 240. 
22 Mike Mansfield, “Tribute to Dan Kimball and Doris Fleeson.” Congressional Record ----Senate. 27226-27227, 

August 4, 1970  
23 Gerald E. Bunker, “Columnist Doris Fleeson Dies at 69, 36 Hours After Death of Husband, Dan Kimball.”  

Congressional Record, August 4, 1970. 
24 Doris Fleeson. Saturday Evening Post. 1961. Fleeson Papers, University of Kansas. 
25 Mary McGrory, “Doris Fleeson: An Appreciation,” Washington Sunday Star, August 2, 1970. 
26 Eleanor Roosevelt’s column “My Day” was published from December 31,1935 until September 26, 1962. She 

died on November 7, 1962. Eleanor Roosevelt Papers Project, The George Washington University. 

https://www.erpapers.columbian.gwu.edu. 
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perception of their policies.  In 1960, she appeared as a panelist on Edward R. Murrow’s “Small 

World” television program.  

 

Society hostesses Evalyn Walsh McLean, Alice Roosevelt Longworth, and Eleanor Patterson are 

said to have “always” included her on their invitations. Although Fleeson was personally friendly 

with a wide variety of Washington’s elite, and although she defined herself as “leaning” liberal, 

(she referred to herself as a “nonpartisan liberal”, she did not allow her relationships nor her own 

politic opinions to affect her reporting.27  She had a talent, Time magazine observed, for criticizing 

public figures without losing them as friends. This turned out to be particularly true when she came 

across Dan Kimball while he was Secretary of the Navy under Truman’s administration.  

 

In August 1958, following a long professional and personal relationship, she and Kimball married. 

The following year they purchased the newly completed house at 2120 S Street, NW, in Sheridan-

Kalorama. Although she had lived in many places, including Georgetown, it was in this house that 

she spent the longest and most successful period of her life. She set up her office on the second 

floor in one of the four bedrooms. They were reported as “aggressively happy in their house on S 

Street.” 28 

 

Mary McGrory often visited her on Sundays. Her niece Helen Fleeson recounted visiting her on S 

Street:  

 

It was exciting to visit the house on S Street, with crystal chandeliers in every room 

and champagne in the refrigerator. A sofa table in the living room held books three 

and four deep, and Doris was apt to pick one out for a visitor to read and offer an 

opinion.29  

 

In 1961, Fleeson learned that Edith Bolling Wilson, who lived at 2244 S Street, was caring for a 

seriously ill sister and sent her a note and flowers. Mrs. Wilson responded:  

 

My dear Mrs. Kimball: Your gracious note and the flowers have come. And I 

can’t tell you how much I appreciate them. Of course I have been one of your 

readers for years but did not know S Street had the distinction of being your 

home.”30 

 

She continued writing her nationally syndicated columns, still five days a week, now reaching as 

many as 120 newspapers and nine million households throughout the US.  During her career she 

covered the administrations of Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, John 

Kennedy, and Lyndon Johnson.  During her years on S Street, she touched upon every important 

 
27 “The Press: Lady About Town.” Time, April 21, 1952, 

https://content.time.com/time/subscriber/printout/0,8816,889474,00.html. 
28 Barbara Sicherman and Carol Hurd Green, ed., Notable American Women: The Modern Period. A Biographical 

Dictionary (Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1980), 241. 
29 Carolyn Sayler, Doris Fleeson: Incomparably the Best Political Journalist of Her Time (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 

2010), 261. 
30 Edith Bolling Wilson to Doris Fleeson, April 7, 1961, Fleeson Papers, University of Kansas. 

https://archive.org/details/notableamericanw00sich_0
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issue that came before the President, Congress, and the Supreme Court.  Her five weekly columns 

addressed such events as Eisenhower signing the Civil Rights Act of 1960 into law, Nikita 

Khruschev’s protesting the UN discussion of the USSR’s policy on Eastern Europe, the test-

launching of the Polaris missile and the first test of the Minuteman I Intercontinental missile, (with 

which her husband’s company was closely involved), the construction of the Berlin Wall, the 

beginning of the war in Viet Nam, Kennedy’s Presidency, the trial of Nazi officer Adolph 

Eichmann, the Cuban Missile Crisis, Kennedy’s assassination, Johnson’s Presidency, the building 

of the New York Trade Center, passage of Medicare bill, Malcolm X assassination, China 

successful testing of the hydrogen bomb. While still active, she followed Richard Nixon’s descent 

from power followed by efforts to make a comeback. In 1967, suffering from poor health she 

ended her professional career.  But her interest in politics did not waiver.  She (with her husband 

and daughter Doris O’Donnell) actively supported Eugene McCarthy’s 1968 Presidential 

campaign, holding campaign strategy meetings at the house, as well as preparing sandwiches three 

times a week for the campaign workers.31 

 

Doris Fleeson Kimball died at age 69 on August 2, 1970, thirty-six hours after her husband Dan’s 

death. The couple’s joint funeral was held at the Navy Chapel at 3801 Nebraska Avenue, NW.  

Eugene McCarthy gave the eulogy.  They were buried together at Arlington National Cemetery. 

 

Upon her and Kimball’s death, accolades came fast and furiously. The news of the loss of the 

celebrated journalist and her well-known former Secretary of the Navy and industrialist husband 

within thirty-six hours immediately sent shockwaves through Washington, DC.  Senator Ralph 

Yarborough of Texas entered an extensive tribute to her and Kimball into the Congressional 

Record, and the next day Senator Mike Mansfield of Montana followed suit.32 

  

McGrory, who was the most prominent of the second wave of woman journalists in Washington, 

chose to write “An Appreciation” of her close friend.  Published in the Sunday Star on August 3, 

1970, she began the piece by recalling a speech that Fleeson had given to the Women’s National 

Democratic Club in 1959, where Fleeson had “characteristically chided” the President and 

Congress, and then proceeded to present her own “credo”: 

 

But in the end there are no wonder men and no wonder women. There are only you 

and me and others like us who believe in the freedom to do these things. There are 

only those of us with vision to see the world as it is and the courage to do something 

about it.33 

 

McGrory then summed up her own impression of this extraordinary woman:  

 

She was surely one of the most clear-seeing women ever born, and as for courage, 

she was lion-hearted. Her prose was a true blade which cut through the fraud, 

 
31 Mary McGrory, “Doris Fleeson: An Appreciation,” Washington Sunday Star, August 2, 1970.  
32 Yarborough, Hon. Ralph, “Doris Fleeson---One of the Truly Great Figures in America.” Congressional Record--- 

Senate Extension of Remarks 27083-27084, August 3, 1910; Mike Mansfield, “Tribute to Dan Kimball and Doris 

Fleeson,” Congressional Record --- Senate 27226-27227 August 4, 170. 
33 Mary McGrory, “Doris Fleeson: An Appreciation,” Washington Sunday Star, August 2, 1970. 
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pettiness, egotism, and male supremacy which were her daily fare during the 20 

years she prowled the Capital, watching politics and politicians.34 

 

In 2010, Carolyn Sayler’s biography Doris Fleeson: Incomparably the First Political Journalist 

of Her Time was published, documenting the almost forgotten woman who had done so much to 

foster women in journalism while cutting “through the fraud, pettiness, egotism, and male 

supremacy” of national politics.35  

 

In 2011, Eleanor Clift of Newsweek Magazine wrote of her: “There is, in fact, almost no 

Washington figure, Republican or Democrat, who had not felt the sharp edge of her typewriter.”36   

 

But it was McGrory many years later who captured how many women journalists who knew and 

worked with Doris Fleeson felt about her:  

 

“She was my idol…" 37 

 

Dan Able Kimball  

 

Dan Able Kimball and his wife Doris Fleeson Kimball purchased 2120 S Street, NW on October 

26, 1959. The couple resided there until their deaths on July 30, and August 1, 1970, respectively.   

Kimball was the Secretary of the Navy from 1951 through 1953 under President Harry S. Truman. 

To quote The New York Times, Kimball “…rose to that post through a career that encompassed 

flying, business, and politics.”38 

Kimball was born March 1, 1896, in St. Louis, Missouri. He joined the aviation section of the 

Signal Corps in 1917, where he soon began training as a pilot.  He became an accomplished World 

War I Army Air Corps pilot, leaving the military as a First Lieutenant. He began his career in 

business when he joined the Los Angeles sales division of the General Tire and Rubber Company 

of Akron, Ohio.  His great success at the company led him to rise to manager of eleven western 

states, vice president, and then director.  In 1945, when General Tire and Rubber jumped into the 

aerospace and defense industry with the purchase of Aerojet Engineering Corp, Kimball led the 

development division for the company that was the largest manufacturer of rocket engines and 

spacecraft in the United States, with particular emphasis on developing jet-assisted take off 

(JATO) units that allowed military planes to launch from short runways and aircraft carriers.  

In 1948, Kimball was one of only a few industrialists to support President Truman’s bid for re-

election. His interest in politics manifested into a role as a fund-raiser for the President.  When 

Truman pulled off a surprise upset over Governor Thomas E. Dewey, he appointed Kimball as 

 
34 Mary McGrory, “Doris Fleeson: An Appreciation.” Washington Sunday Star, August 2, 1970. 
35 Carolyn Sayler, Doris Fleeson: Incomparably the Best Political Journalist of Her Time (Santa Fe: Sunstone 

Press, 2010), 226. 
36 Eleanor Clift, “Inside Kennedy's Inauguration, 50 Years On,” Newsweek, January 20, 2011. 

https://www.newsweek.com/inside-kennedys-inauguration-50-years-66777.  
37 Mary McGrory, “Doris Fleeson: An Appreciation.” Washington Sunday Star, August 2, 1970. 
38 “Dan A. Kimball is dead at 74.” The New York Times, July 31, 1979, 22. 

https://www.newsweek.com/inside-kennedys-inauguration-50-years-66777.
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Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Air.  Kimball, a licensed private pilot who flew his own plane, 

was the first former Army Air Corps pilot to lead the Navy’s aviation division.  His time as 

Assistant Secretary coincided with Truman’s plan to unify the armed forces, a plan that 

restructured the armed forces, establishing a Department of Defense, the National Security 

Council, and the US Air Force. The Navy was threatened by the creation of an independent Air 

Force, and Kimball eased the situation by publicly affirming the critical role of Navy aircraft 

carriers for the future. The following May, Kimball was appointed Under Secretary of the Navy.  

He became Secretary of the Navy in July 1951, holding that post until the end of Truman’s 

Presidency in January 1953. The Navy’s official statement of Kimball’s accomplishments reads: 

 

His tenure was marked by the continuation of the Korean War, the resulting 

expansion of the Nation’s defense establishment and considerable technological 

progress in aviation, naval engineering and other defense-related fields.  

 

     “Dan A. Kimball”  

Naval History and Heritage Command39 

Upon the conclusion of his role as Secretary, Kimball rejoined Aerojet, now officially renamed 

Aerojet-General Corporation, becoming president. He is credited with “transforming [Aerojet] 

from an undisciplined group of rocket enthusiasts to the second largest US rocket engine 

manufacturer.”40 Working with Douglas Aircraft Company and others, Aerojet-General developed 

high altitude rockets that collected data 100 miles or more in space.  In making the case for the 

importance of collecting this type of data, he is quoted as saying, “We now need facts to prove or 

disprove the assumptions scientists have made regarding this unexplored region.”41 In 1955, while 

Kimball was president, the US Air Force awarded the company a contract to develop a “heavy 

duty space system.” 42 The result was Titan I, the nation’s first two-stage and the first underground 

silo-based intercontinental ballistic missile. The company also made significant contributions to 

the national space program during his tenure.  In 1969, when Kimball retired as Chairman of the 

Board, Aerojet-General participated in the development of Apollo 11, which transported the first 

astronauts safely to the moon and back.43 

Kimball was a strong believer in equal rights. In 1950, he held a dinner for the forty women 

members of White House Correspondents Association who had not been invited to the annual 

men-only White House Correspondents Dinner. This dinner included his future wife – prominent 

political journalist Doris Fleeson. 

 
39 “Dan A. Kimble”, Naval History and Heritage Command, (accessed January 2, 2025), 

https://www.history.navy.mil/our-collections/photography/us-people/k/kimball-dan-a.html.  
40 “AEROJET ROCKETDYNE HISTORY: MORE THAN A CENTURY IN THE MAKING,” L3HARRIS, 

(accessed January 6, 2025), https://www.l3harris.com/en-it/aerojet-rocketdyne-history. Aerojet-General became part 

of Aerojet Rocketdyne, which was bought by L3Harris Technologies in July 2023. 
41 “Dan A. Kimball is dead at 74.” The New York Times, July 31, 1970.  
42 “AEROJET ROCKETDYNE HISTORY: MORE THAN A CENTURY IN THE MAKING.” L3HARRIS, 

(accessed January 6, 2025), https://www.l3harris.com/en-it/aerojet-rocketdyne-history.  
43 “AEROJET ROCKETDYNE HISTORY: MORE THAN A CENTURY IN THE MAKING.” L3HARRIS, 

(accessed January 6, 2025), https://www.l3harris.com/en-it/aerojet-rocketdyne-history.  

https://www.history.navy.mil/our-collections/photography/us-people/k/kimball-dan-a.html
https://www.l3harris.com/en-it/aerojet-rocketdyne-history
https://www.l3harris.com/en-it/aerojet-rocketdyne-history
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In 1958, Kimball married Fleeson. The following year, the Kimballs moved to the new house at 

2120 S Street. Known as a “man of countless public and private philanthropies,” he pursued many 

activities intended to help those in need.44 In 1965, following the Watts Riots, he set up the Watts 

Manufacturing Company to provide employment and training for Watts residents. Supervisory 

personnel had to live in Watts and were given management training by Aerojet-General. People 

who lacked education or had police records were given priority for employment. His political 

interests peaked in 1968 when he joined a group of fellow businessmen pledging to raise five 

million dollars for Presidential candidate Eugene Mc Carthy. His support for McCarthy was based 

on the candidate’s anti-Viet Nam war stance, making him “the best political risk in American 

politics.”45  He retired from his position as Chairman of Aerojet-General’s Board in 1969.  At the 

time of his death, he was advising the Moroccan Government on establishing a technical school 

for indigents, a project devised by his stepdaughter Doris O’Donnell.  

  

Kimball died on July 30, 1970, following a brief illness.  His wife, Doris Fleeson, died thirty-six 

hours later, on the couple’s twelfth wedding anniversary. At his and Fleeson’s joint funeral, 

Eugene McCarthy provided the eulogy. The couple are buried in Arlington Cemetery.  

 

2120 S Street: Planning and Construction 

 

On April 18, 1959, the Evening Star reported that three building permits had been issued to Robert 

Bullard, each for the construction of a two-story house at 2118, 2120, and 2122 S Street, NW.46 

The permits listed Donald Drayer as architect, and noted that a builder had not yet been selected.47  

The ancestors of the Bullard family had owned some of the land that would become S Street, but 

it is unclear as to how Robert was associated with this particular piece of land. The lot on which 

2120 S Street is sited was part of a subdivision by Martha Codman in 1916 that created the new 

Square 2515 and Record Lots 42 and 43 (Lot 42 included the site she used for her residence, now 

known as the Codman-Davis House).  The subdivision was recorded in Liber 55 Folio 150 of the 

Records of the Office of the Surveyor of the District of Columbia.48  

 

Beyond the notice in the Evening Star, Bullard does not appear in any records directly related to 

the site. It is known that in February 1959, Maxim Karolik, widower of Martha Codman Karolik, 

sold Part of Lot 43, identified as Assessment and Taxation (A&T) ) Lot 810, to Lawrence and 

Evelyn Brandt.49 In October, Lawrence, a Washington developer, created three new A&T Lots 

 
44 Richard Slusser, “Dan Kimball, 74, Dies; Former Navy Secretary.”  The Evening Star, July 31, 1970.  
45 Richard Slusser, “Dan Kimball, 74, Dies; Former Navy Secretary.”  The Evening Star, July 31, 1970.  
46 “District Approves New Construction,” Evening Star, April 18, 1959, 32.  
47 These permits fall into a period which is not available except through the DC Archives. The actual permits have 

been requested but have not yet been provided to EHT Traceries.  
48 Office of the Surveyor of the District of Columbia, Liber 55 Folio 150, April 29,1916. 
49 DC Recorder of Deeds, Deed, Maxim Karolik to Lawrence N. Brandt, made February 19, 1959, recorded 

February 25, 1959, Liber 11196 Folio 577 No. 05943.  

The rest of Lot 43 remained as part of the parcel owned by Martha Codman and later her husband Maxim Karolik. 

The property that included the main house became the Louise Home, a home for “indigent society ladies”, while the 

rest of the Codman/Karolik property was sold to Adele Chatfield-Taylor.  
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(Lots 811, 812, and 813) out of A&T Lot 810.50 The property addressed as 2120 is within the 

Record Lot known as “Part of Lot 43” with the A&T Lot number of 812. 

 

During 1959, Brandt proceeded to build the house on Lot 812 as one of three two-story attached 

brick houses. As the center house, 2120 S Street had an integrated garage while its neighbors both 

had attached garages in front of the main block of each house. Although each of three houses were 

permitted individually and constructed as single-family residences, as a group they create a 

tripartite composition.  Presented in a restrained Colonial Revival style, 2120 S Street is the center 

house. The plat recorded its measurements as 33.33 feet wide by 40.33 feet deep oriented to S 

Street, NW. The original drawings used to permit the houses show that it was to be two exposed 

stories high in the front and three exposed stories high in the rear in response to the steep grade 

drop from S Street to Decatur Place to the rear. The façade featured a wide pediment capped by an 

acroterion and included a one-car garage integrated into its facade, while the flanking houses at 

2118 and 2122 featured one-car garages that project from their facades (which were topped with 

simple parapets forming their cornices) to the front building line. Together the three houses and 

their garages were drawn to create a U-shape form and footprint that might be interpreted as 

mimicking a seventeenth century English country house with a central block topped by a pediment 

flanked by projecting wings forming a front courtyard.51  The roof for 2120 S Street featured a 

slanted section at the pediment with a flat section covering the rest of the roof area. The rear 

elevation showed two pairs of windows to each side of a double sliding glass door on the basement 

and first floor and one triple window and one paired window at the second floor.52 The Colonial 

Revival style houses exhibited a restrained interpretation that had been built in Sheridan-Kalorama 

starting in the late 1920s, and would soon be recognized as the predominant style for Sheridan-

Kalorama residences for the rest of the twentieth century.  

 

A photograph of the completed group of houses was published in the Evening Star on August 8, 

1959, with a caption titled “New in Kalorama.” The buildings were described as follows:  

 

These three newly completed townhouses at 2118 through 2122 S Street, NW, just 

off Connecticut Avenue, NW in Kalorama area north of Dupont Circle, were built 

by Lawrence N. Brandt and design4d by architect Donald H. Drayer. Exterior and 

interior design is colonial in character. The houses have fenced rear terraces and 

gardens.53  

 

On October 26, 1959, the Brandts sold the property with the newly completed house addressed 

2120 S Street to Dan Able Kimball and Doris Fleeson Kimball.  The couple resided at the house 

from the time of the purchase through their deaths in 1970.  Interestingly, on July 22, 1970, the 

 
50 DC Office of the Surveyor, Plat Recorded in Book A&T Page 3209-2, February 5, 1959, Marc 11, 1959, May 29, 

1959. 
51 Belton House in Grantham, Lincolnshire, England, constructed during the late 17th century, is a good example of a 

u-shape form that might have served as inspiration for 2118-2120-2122 S Street.  

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/nottinghamshire-lincolnshire/belton-estate. 
52 Donald Hudon Drayer AIA, Original drawings for 2118-2120-2122 S Street, NW, March 4, 1959. Library of 

Congress.  
53 “New in Kalorama Area,” Evening Star, August 8, 1959, 29. 
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Kimballs placed the property into a trust with the Riggs National Bank. This action was prescient 

for on July 30, Kimball died after a brief illness. Fleeson died thirty-six hours later. The bank sold 

the property on September 14, 1971, to John R. Hogness, MD, and Katharine M. Hogness, who 

owned it until 1974.  

 

Architect: Donald Drayer 

 

Donald Hudson Drayer was born on November 11, 1909, in Metropolis, Illinois to Frederick 

Hudson Drayer and Varble Lucy McCawley Drayer. He would receive a bachelor’s degree in 

architecture from Washington University in 1931, before marrying Eleanor Harriett Wyatt in 1932, 

with whom he would have four children. He began his career working for the Public Buildings 

Administration, followed shortly thereafter by a stint working for the Navy during the later years 

of the Depression and World War II.54 

 

In 1947, Drayer decided to enter private practice, which is where his career hit a turning point. 

Drayer became known as a specialist in Modernist design and is responsible for several major 

Modernist style apartment and condominium complexes in Washington, coinciding with a period 

of urbanization in the area. This demonstrates a certain proclivity towards large scale residential 

designs in a very prominent public area, suggesting his design expertise and mastery of popular 

design. He was a frequent collaborator with local developers Nathan Landow and Lawrence 

Brandt, who operated the firm Landow and Brandt.55 In 1950, he became a member of the 

American Institute of Architects.56 

 

Drayer also designed a number of smaller-scale buildings, primarily single-family houses, 

applying his knowledge of historicist styles, for several prominent clients. He designed a residence 

for Albert Gore, Sr., sometime before 1953.57 In 1957, he designed a chancery for the Turkish 

embassy. In 1959, he designed three attached houses in the Colonial Revival style, incorporating 

automobile garages into their facades in Sheridan Kalorama for Lawrence Brandt. In 1965, Drayer 

created a series of drawings regarding alterations to the White House during Lyndon B. Johnson’s 

administration but is unknown if his designs were ever implemented.  

 

Drayer passed away at the age of sixty-three on April 22, 1973, in Washington, DC. 

 

Builder/Developer: Lawrence Brandt 

 

Lawrence Brandt was born in Washington, DC in 1927. Upon graduating from Roosevelt High 

School in 1945 he entered the University of Maryland. His career as a real estate developer began 

with building houses on speculation while working as a driver. Although modest at first, his career 

blossomed quickly.  In 1959, it appears that Brandt was retained by Robert Bullard to construct 

three houses designed by Donald Drayer.  The two-story brick houses with integrated garages – 

 
54 "Donald Drayer, Area Architect," Evening Star, April 24, 1973, 54. 
55 This company is still in operation under the name Landow & Company. 
56 Membership File (Donald Hudson Drayer), The American Institute of Architects Archives (Washington, DC). 
57 Drawings for such can be found in the Donald H. Drayer collection at the Library of Congress, Unit 1625; Drayer, 

Donald H., Architect. 
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addressed 2118, 2120, and 2122 S Street –were designed in the Colonial Revival style. Following 

the buildings’ completion, Brandt purchased the properties with the intention of selling. The 

construction of the three houses on S Street was one of his last projects before teaming up with 

Nathan Landow to create Landow and Brandt. The men established a short-lived but highly 

successful real estate development group. Active between roughly 1959 and 1967, the young duo 

were prolific developers in the period, building sixteen major apartment/condominium buildings 

in Maryland, Virginia, and DC. Of the eight built in DC, the New Formalist-style Colonnade 

constructed 1964-1966 is among their most famous and luxurious projects. Donald Drayer, who 

had worked with Brandt on 2120, became their regular architect. Drayer designed ten luxury high 

rise properties for them.  When the men decided to end their partnership, Landow bought out shares 

of several of the properties they had developed.58 Brandt established the Lawrence N. Brandt 

Company and continued working in real estate development, focusing on converting office 

buildings into residential apartments/condos. on a smaller residential scale. He died in 2016.59  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
58 Nathan Landow and Lawrence N. Brandt to Nathan Landow, Barbara Landow, and Trustees for Pennsylvania Real 

Estate Trust, Liber 12823, Folio 088, Washington, District of Columbia, recorded November 21, 1967. 
59  Daniel J. Sernovitz, "Real estate developer Larry Brandt dies," Washington Business Journal, February 25, 

2016, 1. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Previous documentation on file (NPS):  

 

____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 

____ previously listed in the National Register 

____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 

____ designated a National Historic Landmark  

____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 

____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 

____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 

 

Primary location of additional data:  

____ State Historic Preservation Office 

____ Other State agency 

____ Federal agency 

____ Local government 

____ University 

____ Other 

         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 

 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data 

 

 Acreage of Property __3,173 square feet_____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 

 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

1. Latitude: 38.913856  Longitude: -77.048248 

 

2. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 



 

 
 

3. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 

4. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 

 

 

Or  

UTM References  

Datum (indicated on USGS map):  

 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 

 

 

1. Zone:  Easting:    Northing:   

 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 

 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 

 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 

The Doris Fleeson Kimball House is located at 2120 S St, NW. The property encompasses 

the 3,173 square foot Record Lot 49 (Assessment and Taxation Lot 811) of Square 2515. Lot 

49 (811) is bound to the north by S St, NW, to the east by tax lot 811, to the south by tax lot 

818, and to the west by tax lot 813. The Doris Fleeson Kimball house is the middle residence 

of a set of 3 rowhomes, between lots 811 and 813.  

 

 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 

This corresponds to the legal boundaries of the property.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 

 

name/title: _Emily Hotaling Eig, Alyssa Stein, and Dani Michelson___________________ 

organization: __EHT Traceries, Inc. ____________________________________________ 

street & number: __440 Massachusetts Avenue, NW_______________________________ 

city or town:  Washington _______________ state: ___DC________ zip code:__20001___ 

  



 

 
 

e-mail_emily.eig@traceries.com_______________________________ 

telephone:___202.393.1199______________________ 

date:_____________________________ 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Documentation 

 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 

• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 

    

•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 

• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

     Figure 1. Detail from 2023 USGS Washington West quadrangle, showing the location of 2120 S St, NW 

(outlined). 



 

 
 

 

Figure 2. Detail from 2023 USGS Washington West quadrangle, showing the location of 2120 S St, NW (indicated 

by arrow). 



 

 
 

 

Figure 3. Property map with 2120 S St, NW outlined in red (Esri map annotated by Traceries). 

 



 

 
 

 

Figure 4. 1928 Sanborn, v3 sheet 315 showing 2120 S St. NW. Library of Congress 

 

Figure 5. 1960 Sanborn Map v3 sheet 315 showing 2120 S St, NW. Library of Congress 



 

 
 

 

Figure 6. 1999 Sanborn Map v3 sheet 315 showing 2120 S St, NW. Library of Congress. 

 

 

Figure 7. 1959 View of 2118, 2120, and 2122 S St, NW newly constructed, looking SE. Evening Star. 



 

 
 

 

Figure 8. 1959 Wall Report. Lot 810 of Square 2515. Department of Buildings Office of the Surveyor Land Record 

Management System. 



 

 
 

 

Figure 9. Elevations (front): 2118, 2120, 2122 S St, NW. February 14-March 4, 1959, Donald H. Drayer. Library of 

Congress 



 

 
 

 

Figure 10. Elevations (rear) and Sections: 2118, 2120, 2122 S St, NW. February 17-March 4, 1959, Donald H. 

Drayer. Library of Congress. 

 



 

 
 

 
Figure 11. Basement and Plot Plan: 2118, 2120, 2122 S St. NW. February 17-March 4, 1959, Donald H. Drayer. 

Library of Congress. 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Figure 12. First Floor Plan: 2118, 2120, 2122 S St. NW. February 17- March 4, 1959, Donald H. Drayer. Library 

of Congress. 

 

 
Figure 13. Second Floor Plan: 2118, 2120, 2122 St. NW. February 17 – March 4, 1959, Donald H. Drayer. Library 

of Congress. 



 

 
 

 

Figure 14. 1959 Liber 11196 Folio 577. Office of Tax and Revenue Recorder of Deeds, Washington, DC 



 

 
 

 

Figure 15.1959 Liber 11196 Folio 579. Office of Tax and Revenue Recorder of Deeds, Washington, DC. 



 

 
 

 

Figure 16. 1959 Liber 11322 Folio 304. Office of Tax and Revenue Recorder of Deeds, Washington, DC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Figure 17. 1959 Liber 11332 Folio 05. Office of Tax and Revenue Recorder of Deeds, Washington, DC. 

 



 

 
 

 

Figure 18. 1959 Liber 11332 Folio 07. Office of Tax and Revenue Recorder of Deeds, Washington, DC. 

 



 

 
 

 

Figure 19. 1962 Liber 11751 Folio 151. Office of Tax and Revenue Recorder of Deeds, Washington, DC.  



 

 
 

 

Figure 20. 1963 Liber 11978 Folio 550. Office of Tax and Revenue Recorder of Deeds, Washington, DC. 



 

 
 

 

Figure 21. 1963 Liber 11978 Folio 554. Office of Tax and Revenue Recorder of Deeds, Washington, DC. 

 



 

 
 

 

Figure 22. 1970 Liber 13124 Folio 482. Office of Tax and Revenue Recorder of Deeds, Washington, DC.  



 

 
 

 

Figure 23. April 18, 1959, Evening Star, page 32. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Figure 24. October 11, 1959, Evening Star, page 102 

 



 

 
 

 
Figure 25. August 19, 1961, Evening Star, page 24 



 

 
 

 

Figure 26. August 21, 1961, Evening Star, page 21. 

 



 

 
 

 
Figure 27. August 22, 1961, Evening Star, page A21 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Figure 28. August 23, 1961, Evening Star, page 10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Figure 29. May 28, 1962, Evening Star, page 29. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Figure 30. July 31, 1970, Evening Star, page 27. 



 

 
 

 
Figure 31. August 2, 1970, Evening Star, page 55. 



 

 
 

 
Figure 32. Doris Fleeson. Irish Central. 



 

 
 

 
Figure 33. Example of Doris Fleeson Column. January 1, 1960, Times Record News, page 8. 



 

 
 

 
Figure 34. Example of Doris Fleeson Column. January 4, 1963, The St. Cloud Daily Times, page 4. 



 

 
 

 
Figure 35. Example of Doris Fleeson Column. Match 15, 1965, Desert Sun, Volume 38, page 14. 



 

 
 

 
Figure 36. Example of Doris Fleeson Column. August 16, 1967, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, page 27. 



 

 
 

 
Figure 37. Extension of Remarks to Doris Fleeson upon her passing. August 3, 1970, page 1 of 2. Congressional 

Record 



 

 
 

 
Figure 38. Extension of Remarks to Doris Fleeson upon her passing. August 3, 1970, page 2 of 2. Congressional 

Record 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Figure 39. Tribute to Dan Kimball and Doris Fleeson. August 4, 1970, page 1 of 2. Congressional Record – Senate. 



 

 
 

 
Figure 40. Tribute to Dan Kimball and Doris Fleeson. August 4, 1970, page 2 of 2. Congressional Record – Senate. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 

to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 

the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 

every photograph. 

 

Photo Log 

 

Name of Property:  Doris Fleeson Kimball House 

 

City or Vicinity: Washington 

 

County: Washington    State: DC 

 

Photographer: Dani Michelson 

 

Date Photographed: January 2, 2025 

 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 

camera: 

 

Photo 1 of 1. Façade (north elevation), looking south.  



 

 
 

 
Figure 41. 2120 S St, NW. North Façade, looking south. Dani Michelson, January 2, 2025. 



 

 
 

 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1 
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 
 

Tier 1 – 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 – 120 hours 
Tier 3 – 230 hours 
Tier 4 – 280 hours 

 
The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting 
nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 
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