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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instrivatimsinRegister Bulletin,
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Fiframy item does not apply to the property being documented, enter
"N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enteegoljesaand subcategories
from the instructions.

1. Name of Property

Historic name:__Mount Pleasant Historic District (Additional Documentation)
Other names/site number:__ N/A

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

2. Location
Street & number:__Roughly bounded by 1and Harvard streets NW, Adams Mill Road
NW, and Rock Creek Park

City or town:_Washington State: DC County: N/A

Not For Publication Vicinity:

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X_ meets ____ does not meet the National Register Criteria.
| recommend that this property be considered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

national statewide X _local
Applicable National Register Criteria

X_A B _C D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
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Name of Property County and State
In my opinion, the property meets _ does not meet the National Register
criteria.
Signature of commenting official: Date
Title : State or Federal agencydureau
or Tribal Government

4. National Park ServiceCertification

| hereby certify thathis property is:

___entered in the National Register

__determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register
___removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: X

Publici Local

Publici State

Publici Federal

Category of Property
(Check onlyonebox.)

Building(s)

District X

Site

Structure

Object
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Name of Property County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
0 o buildings
2 o sites
R o structures
0 o objects

3 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Regist&086

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
DOMESTIC: Single DwellingMultiple Dwelling
COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Stofeestaurant
EDUCATION: School
GOVERNMENT: Correctional Facility: Police Station
HEALTH CARE: Clinic
LANDSCAPE: Rark
RECREATION AND CULTURE: Work of Art: Mural

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
DOMESTIC: Single DwellingMultiple Dwelling
COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Stofeestaurant
EDUCATION: School
GOVERNMENT: Correctional Facility: Police Station
HEALTH CARE: Clinic
LANDSCAPE: Park
RECREATION AND CULTURE: Work of Art: Mural
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Name of Property County and State

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
LATE 19™ AND 20™M CENTURY REVIVALS

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property Brick, wood, concrete, stucco, asphalt, slate

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearandeconditiorof the property.Describe
contributing and noncontributing resour@espplicable Begin witha summary paragraphthat
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its |ayaiQistyle,
method of constructiorsetting, size, and significant featuresdicate whether the property has
historic integrity)

Summary Paragraph

TheMount Pleasameighborhood, locateon the heights above Rock Creshkdjust beyondhe
original city limits i1 s consi dered one of Washingtonos
end ofthe Civil War, when businessman Samuel P. Brgwmchased aural estateand platted it
into a tightresidential subdivisiothathe aptly calledMount Pleasant~rom the outset and for the
next fewdecades, Mount Pleasant svasmall village isolated from the cityBut as roads and
transportation networks improvedspecially in the early twentieth century, the villaggh its
beautiful setting and proximity to the cjithecame ahighly desirable suburban destination
encouraging the growth dflount Pleasaninto an urbarresidentiaineighborhoodRetail shops,
churches, schoolsg,library, a police station and other institutional buildinggose to support the
residential core of detached dwellingewhousesand newly emerging apartment buildingss.
recognition of its distincidentity defined byits wooded and hilly terrain, its street layout and its
architectue, theMount Pleasanheighborhood was listed as aistbric district in theNational
Register of Historic Places in 1B8nder Criterion C withArchitecture and Community Planning
and Development as itseasf significanceand a period of significance of 1871949

Thehistoric districtencompasses approximately 200 acres bounded by Harvard Street NW to the
south; Adams Mill RoadN\W and Rock Creek Park to the west; Rock Creek BackOak Street

NW to the north; and #8Street NW to the east. The architectural typologiesséyldspresenin

the Mount Pleasant Historic District are diverse, representing several developmeritahethe

Section7 page4

e a



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018

Mount Pleasant Historic District (Additional Washington, DC
Documentation)

Name of Property County and State

late nineteenttcenturyto the midtwentieth although thevastmajority oft h e d ibwldingsi ct 6 s
datefrom the firsttwo decades of theventiethcentury.

Nearly 40 years oldhe National Register nomination for Mount Pleaspmvidesextensive
information on the early planning history of the neighborhood and its architeitiurewever,
does not addresstbeo mmu n i t wndl sultusabistoryandhe people who lived and worked
there.For much of itearlyhistory, Mount Pleasant was a solidly white, middigss community
but beginningin the postwar yearshen e i g h b oractaldemndgdaphics began to change
the 1950s, Witesleft the city for newer suburbs and African Americanbp had been largely
shut outfrom the neighborhoothrough the use of racially restrictive deed covenantd 1948,
moved inalongsidewar refugees from Europ&rom the 19603nto the 1990sMount Pleasant
and the adjacerddams Morgan neighborhooattracted greater numbers of immigrants and
evolved tobemme the epicenter ad Latin Americanexpatriate community ithe District of
Columbia

This additional documentation providea historic context for the Latino community in Mount
Pleasantadds Latino (Hispanic) ethnic heritage to the areas of significamckintroduces a

second period of significancd9621991 related to this themelt identifies 22 properties
associated with the Latino community par ti cul arly those that hav
distinctive Latino characterOf these 22 resources, nineteen have already been counted as
contributing under the 1987 nomination, adding three new contributing resoairttes dverall

count. This additional documentation does not propose a boundary increase or ihade
revisionsto the 1987 nomination.Furthemore it neitherdevelo an historic context for nor

evaluats other demographjcsocial or culturalinfluences that may have affected theesent

character of Mount Pleasant.

Narrative Description

Architecturally, Mount Pleasant is characterizedlsyylistic variety of late-nineteenthandearly
twentiethcentury detached dwellings anowhouss, its apartment buildings, churches, schools
and other institutional buildingss well asits commercial corridor along Mount Pleasant Street.
The building typologiesand streetscapesf the historic districtare thoroughly describednd
analyzedn the 198 nominationBased upoits period of significance, there at886 contributing
and 120 norcontributing resources within the historic district boundaries.

Since thesecond half of the twentieth century, Latimosl Latiras have lived, worked, and played

in various spaces, structures, and buildings throughout the Mount Pleasant neighidirteiedn

of the previously identified1086 contributing resources have notable associations with and
contribute to the Latino heritage of Mount Pleasant. In addition, three resources (two sites and one
structure) not previously counted hdaween determined to hawaportant associations with the

di strictbés Latino heritage arhede iriclade svo gatheringr i b ut

lHenceforth in this document fiLatinos and Latinaso wil/|l
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places for the Latino commundyLamont Park (site) and La Esquina (giteggnd Canto a la
Esperanzaa mural painted on a retaining wall (structure).

These22 resources are a representative sample selectethieoesearclundertaken to document
the history ofthe District of Columbié &atino community. The buildings, structures, and sites
wereselected based on repeated referetatheir significance in secondary and primary sources,
such as published scholarly works and oral history interviews. Many more phaddsunt
Pleasar more than can be identifi@dmayhave associainswith Latinoindividuals; however,

the 22selected herare those thabave been repeatedly referenced for their significance to the
collective Latino community.

The majority of buildings in Mount Pleasant date to the first decades wfehdethcentury well
beforethe Latino presence in the neighborheodergedAll of the 22 resourceglentified in this
additional documentation were built within the period of significance named in thé 198
nomination (i.e., 18702949) though three of them were not counted as part of that documentation.
None of these were built by members of the Latino community or were built with a Latino
community in mind.In earlier years, they haggrimarily been occupied bwhite middleclass
residents of Mo unt Pl easant who dominated th
nineteenthcentury through thel9%60s These properties became associated with the Latino
community as the LatiAmericanpopulationin Mount Pleasant increased from the 1960s through

the 1990s. With the increase in Latino residents, dwellingstitutions, and commercial
storefronts were adaptedaad by the newcomers, often witbw uses that catered to Latinos/as
living in Mount Pleasant and adjacent neighborhoods. Such an example is 3247 Mount Pleasant
Street erectedas a storén 1921 and converted to thé-ourth District Police Center by the
Metropolitan Police DepartmeBb0 years laterThe center providekiilingual policing from 1971

to 1983catering to the Spanistpeaking community

This list of 22 resources ranges in typology from residential to institutional, but the magoeity
commercial. As Latinogas established themselves in the neighborhood, they opened stores and
restaurants alonflount Pleasant Streetith Latin American products and cuisine that appealed

to a Latino and broader clientele. Lined with shops, services, and restalants Pleasant
Streetremainst he nei ghbor hoodds pr i rmaadrtheheartoomvioent c i a |
Pleasant.The buildingsidentified for their importanissociations with the Latino community
generallyretain thé historic integrity frontheir origirs pre-daing the Latino presenc&heywere

often distinguished by Spanidanguage signager displaywindowsadvertising restaurant fare

or retailproductddirectly related to Latin American cultures and heritagess fMiaterial evidence

of the neighborhoails L at i n oMohnéRleadard §treetnosamsapparento resident and

visitor alike anditc ont ri butes to the .districtds history

Mount Pleasant Streetitselfactsasanepenr s pace wherein Mount Pl ea
meet and interacBuchs paces hol d their own significance
marches relating to the United States governrm
or end in Rabaut (or Pigeon) Park, just south of Harvard Street &agniont Park at the north
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end of Mount Pleasant Street.essformal outdoor spaces emerged as impromptu gathering

places, such dsa Esquina, the northwest corner of the intersection of Mount Pleasant Street and
Kenyon Street NW. Nothing more than a pocket park and-aniek-pavedstretch ofsidewalk,
this street corner became a place ésquinerod a term that generally refers to middiged
Salvadoran meh to socialize and play chess or checkstarting in the late 1970s. The spot
continues to serve as an improvised gathering place for membbesd atino community?

Public ar

empbyedt h e

t projects
Chicano Mural Movement was inextricably linked with Chicano and Puerto Rican identity politics
and solidarity movements in the 1960s and 19708Vashington artists from Latin America

medi um

as

a

al ert

f orm

became part of the identity of the neighborhoodshaorios,
0 ds berausetheycporiray varioasnsiorieg and.aashared

Aprovide
et hnic

a Ssense

Vi si

of
i n

tors

communi

t o

whi ch

t he

cat.i
t hey

‘aMugals tnehe fetaining wall at the intersection of Klingle Rémin where it

crosses Beach Drive on the south to where it intersectRegkemount Avenuen the northact
as a gateway to the neighborhood. Known collectivelZasto a la Esperanzathe vignettes
pictorially represent the history and culture of the various cultures that comprise the Latin

American immigrant community ithe District of ColumbiaThe panels were painted by Latino

nei

studentsinder the direction of artist Jorge Somarréipa sponsored by the Latin American Youth
Centerover the course of three summers from 1988 to 1990.

In their origins anddesign these building and sitesdo not necessarilymanifest an bvious
associ at i omstorw Latine cobn@unis).But as a collectiorof buildings andas a
streetscapawith its open spaces ar@panishsignage Mount Pleasant Streptovides a tangible
association witla Latino community that has called Mount Pleasant home from the 1960s through
today.The 22 resourcerlentified as contributing to the Mount Pleasant Historic District for their
association with Latino heritage are listed in the table helow

Latino-associated Year Year_(s) of N
R Address (Parcel) ; Latino Type Significance
esource Built .
Association

Bilingual housing
Adelante Advocacy 3220 17" Street o organization
Center (Square 2607, Lot | 1913 | 19911995 Building | founded in 1976

85) moved to 3220 117

Street in 1991
Adelante 3149 Mount 1909 | & 1970s Building Built in 1909 as a
Cooperative Pleasant Stet current rental apartment;

2 Jorge Granados, interview with Heather McMahon (Washington, DC: 19 February 2024)

STar a

Bahrampour,
Washington Pogfl2 March 2018); accessed 2/24/a&ps://www.washingtonpost.com/local/soeissues/estreet

i A

street

corner

t hhat

of fers

DC

cornerthatoffersdc-latinosa-curefor-the-heartbrealof-beingawayfrom-home/2018/03/12/bddd2a-Z8.7al11e8

94daebf9d112159c story.html

4 Maria SprehraMalagén, Jorge Hernand€ijigaki, and Linda Robinsohatinos in the Washington Metro Area
(Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia Publishing, 2014) 95.
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/social-issues/a-street-corner-that-offers-dc-latinos-a-cure-for-the-heartbreak-of-being-away-from-home/2018/03/12/bddd2a78-217a-11e8-94da-ebf9d112159c_story.html?pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJyZWFzb24iOiJnaWZ0IiwibmJmIjoxNzA3MTA5MjAwLCJpc3MiOiJzdWJzY3JpcHRpb25zIiwiZXhwIjoxNzA4NDkxNTk5LCJpYXQiOjE3MDcxMDkyMDAsImp0aSI6IjNjMDBiNWQ1LWU3NjAtNDZjYi04ZDYyLTk0NTQ2YjkzNmMxMCIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbS9sb2NhbC9zb2NpYWwtaXNzdWVzL2Etc3RyZWV0LWNvcm5lci10aGF0LW9mZmVycy1kYy1sYXRpbm9zLWEtY3VyZS1mb3ItdGhlLWhlYXJ0YnJlYWstb2YtYmVpbmctYXdheS1mcm9tLWhvbWUvMjAxOC8wMy8xMi9iZGRkMmE3OC0yMTdhLTExZTgtOTRkYS1lYmY5ZDExMjE1OWNfc3RvcnkuaHRtbCJ9.s-bD93wbjRewVWhtNw0XxiGgjFS_W-Ay2p9JQuE-JaM
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/social-issues/a-street-corner-that-offers-dc-latinos-a-cure-for-the-heartbreak-of-being-away-from-home/2018/03/12/bddd2a78-217a-11e8-94da-ebf9d112159c_story.html?pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJyZWFzb24iOiJnaWZ0IiwibmJmIjoxNzA3MTA5MjAwLCJpc3MiOiJzdWJzY3JpcHRpb25zIiwiZXhwIjoxNzA4NDkxNTk5LCJpYXQiOjE3MDcxMDkyMDAsImp0aSI6IjNjMDBiNWQ1LWU3NjAtNDZjYi04ZDYyLTk0NTQ2YjkzNmMxMCIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbS9sb2NhbC9zb2NpYWwtaXNzdWVzL2Etc3RyZWV0LWNvcm5lci10aGF0LW9mZmVycy1kYy1sYXRpbm9zLWEtY3VyZS1mb3ItdGhlLWhlYXJ0YnJlYWstb2YtYmVpbmctYXdheS1mcm9tLWhvbWUvMjAxOC8wMy8xMi9iZGRkMmE3OC0yMTdhLTExZTgtOTRkYS1lYmY5ZDExMjE1OWNfc3RvcnkuaHRtbCJ9.s-bD93wbjRewVWhtNw0XxiGgjFS_W-Ay2p9JQuE-JaM
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(Square 2595, Lot home to Latino
634) residents from the
1970s onward;
building converted
ca. 190s by tenants
into a cooperative.
Builtin 1916 as a
dwelling; cccupied
Barney 3118 18" Street 1960ca by the Barney
Neighborhood (Square 2595, Lot | 1913 1990s ' Building | Neighborhood
House 1057) Housea social
servicesagency
1960ca.1990s
Murals painted by
Latino students
under the direction
Canto a la Klingle Roadand of artist Jorge
Esperanza 1945 | 1988current | Structure | Somarribaand
Rosemount Aveue
sponsored by the
Latin American
Youth Center
(LAYC).
Built in 1912, this
store becamilount
3161 Mount Pleasanttreeb s
CasaDiloné Pleasant 3¢et - first bodegan 1962
(Square 2595, Lot 1912 | 19621998 Building and was a social
677) center for
Washingto
Spanish speakers
Central American | 3112 Mount 1909 rowhouse with
Resource Center | Pleasant $¢et 1909 ca. 1985 Building retail on first floor;
(CARECEN) (Square 2596, Lot 1990s becameCARECEN
638) officesca.1985.
Committee for the A 1913rowhouse
Aid and used as the offices
Development of 1614 Hobart Seet ca. 1970 of CADOLANCA,
Latin American in | (Square 2591, Lot | 1913 ' Building | an earlyLatino
. 1979 :
t he Nat i ol 750) community
(CADOLANCA) organizatiorfrom
ca. 19701979
Coradods
3217 Mount Restaurantwhich
Cor ado6s |Pleasant $eet - opened in th'.s .
1907 | 1983current | Building | storefront building
Restaurant (Square 2608, Lot ) foat
1043) in 1983 fea ureg _
Guatemalan cuisine
reflecing theinflux
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of Central
Americandn the
1980s1990s

El Progreso

3158 Mount
Pleasant $tet
(Square 2596, Lot
1055)

ca. 1970s

1921
current

Building

A neighborhood
bodega

Fourth District
Police Center
(1971-1983)

3247 Mount
Pleasant $tet
(Square 2608, Lot
822)

1921 | 19711983

Building

The Washington
Metropolitan Police
Department
operated dilingual
liaisoncenterin this
storefront from
1971 to 1983

Freddyods
Out/Arcos del
EspinoD o n
Restaurant

J a

3209 Mount
Pleasant $tet
(Square 2608, Lot
646)

ca. 1975

1909 1990s

Building

The storefront at
3209 Mount
Pleasant Street has
historically housed
Spanishspeaking
restaurantsincethe
late 1970s
includingk ed d
a Boliviancarry out
restaurantthen
Arcos del Espinoa
Salvadoran
restaurantand later
Don Jai me
Restaurant.

Kenesaw
Apartment House

3060 18" Street
(Square 2594, Lot
175)

ca. 196%ca.

1905 1986

Building

A 1905 apartment
building; home of
the Spanish
Catholic Center
from 1967 to ca.
1986and dfices of
El Pregonerpone
of the earliest
Spanishlanguage
newspapers in DC
from 1977 through
the 1980sThe
locus of dong and
highly publicized
battle for affordable
housingstartingin
the 1970s
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La Casa

3166 Mount

A former dwelling
with storefront
addition was
converted inta
community spee

Community Health | Pleasant $tet 1911; 1974current | Building andthe Life Skills
Action Center (Square 2596, Lot | 1927 Centerin 1974
881) providingeducation
to new arrivals.
Since 20%, an arm
of La Clinica del
Pueblo.
Northwest corner of An openair space
Kenyon Steetand whereesquineros
La Esquina Mount Pleasant Ca. | ca. 1979 Site havesocializel and
Street(Square 1987 | current playedchess or
2596, south of Lot checkerssince the
1057) late 1970s
A small park and
Bounded by 1% important operair
Street Lamont leisureand activist
Lamont Park Street and Mount (1:;9 4 gi'rrle?]zos Site space fothe
Pleasant Stet neighborhood,
(Reservation 309) including theLatino
community.
3170 Mount A bodega penedn
Los Primos Pleasant Stet ca.1970s - the 1970s by
(Square 2569, Lot 1920 current Building Dominican cousins
880) of the Dilonés
A 1909 storefront
opened as a
barbershop ¢cd 976
Martinez ﬁlloe M?us:: t 1976 o 'Dotn\i/r'itcag
easant 3ee ca. . émigré,Viterbo
Barbershop (Square 2596, Lot 1909 current Building Martinez The
641) Martinez family
also operated a
tailor's shopn the
back of the store
A coin-operated
Pan American 3127 Mount neighborhood
Laundry Pleasant 3¢et 1936 | C& 1980 Building laundromat
(Square 2595, Lot current frequented byhe
833) Latino community
in Mount Pleasant
Parkfair Apartments 1611 Park Rad ca. 1970s Apartment building
(Square 2609, Lot | 1941 19.903 Building | having a high

822)

concentration of
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Latino occupancy
from the 1970éto
the 1990s.

Rosemount Center

2000 Rosemount
Avenue(Square
2618, Lot 811)

1911 | 1972current

Building

Built in 1911 as the
House of Mercy
and converted in
1972 into the
Rosemount Center
the first bilingual
infant daycare
facility in DC.

Sacred Heart
School

1625 Park Rad
(Square 2609, Lot
857)

ca. 1950s

1930
current

Building

A parochial school
with a large Latino
student body from
the 1950s through
today.Home of

GALA Hispanic

Theater 19852001

TheMonsenor
RomeroApartments

3145 Mount
Pleasant $tet
(Square 2595, Lot
1055)

1908;
1958;
2014

ca. 1970s
current

Building

Constructed asvo
separat@partment
buildingsin 1908
(Chesterfield and
Winston)and
combined into a
single building in
1958, after which it
was called the
Deauville.
Beginning in the
1970s,t became
home tomembers
of the immigrant
Latino community
After a fireand
reconstructionn
2014, the building
wasrenamed The
Monsenor Romero
Apartmens after a
Catholic priest and
martyr of the
Salvadoran civil
war.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying gneperty for National Register
listing.)

X A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark AxO0 in appy) the boxes that

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

X G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance withénpast 50 years

Section8 pagel2



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018

Mount Pleasant Historic District (Additional Washington, DC
Documentation)

Name of Property County and State

Ar eas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
ETHNIC HERITAGE: HSPANIC

Period of Significance
_ 19621991

Significant Dates
1991

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
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Statement of Significance Summary ParagrapliProvide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significanceapplicable criterigjustification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria consideratiops.

The Mount Pleasant Historic District wigsted in the National Register of Historic Places in 1987
under Criterion C with Architecture and Community Planning and Development asetisef
significance The nomination recognizes Mount Pleasa'# o0 n e o éarliestsuburbsant y 0 s
the immediate outskirts of the origin#ashington Citylimits. Under Criterion C, lie 1987
National Register nominatiofior the Mount PleasantHistoric District provides thorough
backgroundnformation on the early planning history of the neighborhood and its architelitture
also establishes a period of significance of 18829 representing the period whehe vast
majority of buildings within the historic district were constructed. The nomination prowimes
information, however, ot he communi t y @mwlitsgesidents IFor mmucts dhis r y
history, Mount Pleasant wassolidly white, middleclass communityFrom the 1960s into the
1990s, Mount Pleasant and tlaejacent Adams Morgan neighborhoetlolved eventually
becomingthe epicenter of the Latin American expatriate community in Washington

This additional documentation provides a historic context for the Latino community in Mount

Pl easant, expands the historic districtdos per
identifies properties associated with the Latino community. This additional dotatroanis

intended to supplement the original nomination Witis specific context historyo addEthnic
Heritage(Hispanic) to the areas of significance; and to provide a second period of significance
correlated to thisistoric context This additionaldocumentation does not propose a boundary
increase or provide any revisions to th@87 nomination. Furthenore it neitherdevelos an

historic context for nor evalua®ther demographic or social influences that may have affected

the character of MouRleasanduring its histoical development

Theperiod ofsignificance for thisadditionaldocumentation undeCriterion Ais 19621991 The
start date idased on two notable eveniy:the Barney Neighborhood House (a social welfare
agency)staff ecogni z ed t hshiftinyg demggraphacandthe entdefyence of a Latino
community and 2) the first bodega opened Mount Pleasantt endswith the Mount Pleasant
Riots of 1991 which altered the political landscafmr the Latino community, giving it greater
political representatiowithin the local governmental structure as well as elective politics.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Provide at leastne paragraph for each area of significance.)

Criterion A: ETHNIC HERITAGE ( HISPANIC)

Early Immigration Patterns inthe District of Columbiaand Mount Pleasant: 1900950

Until the fourth quarter othe tventieth centurythe District of Columbi@s popul ati on
overwhelmingly nativdb o r n . The cityds i mmigrant popul ati
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percentage of its total population throughout much of the twentieth century, but it was also much
smallerthan that obther major urban centeagross he countr y. I n 1900, ¢t

born population accounted for only 7%inhabitants while immigrants accounted for ostlird
of the population inBoston, New York, Chicago, Detroit, and Clevelafithe percentage of
foreignborn in DC actually decreased over the next several deaamaprisng only 4% of the
population in 1970Fromthe 1924 passage of thenmigration Actuntil the passage of the Hart
Cellar Act in 1965,immigration regulation was severely restrictivend the United States
experienced the lowest immigration rates in its history.

In 1930,Censusriact 27, whichcoveredthe entire neighborhood of Mount Pleasant, had a total
population of 8,125, of which 96 were white Americans, 2% were African Americans, and
0.3% represented other races. Amaagvhite residents, 81.5% had parenwtso had been born in
America, 18% had foreign parents, and 0.5% wegenselvesoreign-born. The nativity of Mount

Pl eas ant émite Bsiderts wasmat tallidolitthe numberslearlyillustratethatthiswas
analmost entirely whitandnativeneighborhooditthe start othe Great DepressidiiThis began

to changen the 1930swith newcomerseeminglydrawnto the cityby the increase in the size of
thefederal government during tidew Deal Between 1930 and 194ihe District experienced
36.2%increasen population.Residentof Mount Pleasanin 1940numberedl0,341, 7.2% of
whom were foreigtborn/

This interwar population boontontributed taa District-wide housing crisisas existing housing

stock was limited to pr®epression population numbers aralv constructiomad severely lagged

during the Great Depressioifo meetnew demand,singlefamily houses were divided into

multiple rental units, and renters took extendethmily members or boarders ton already
overcrowded housingAnother 43%populationincreaseduring World War Il causeda major

housing shortage Before the war Mount Pleasant was wahitesonly streetcar suburb with
sizeabledetached, sendetached, and attached housesupied as singleamily dwellings, but
during the war the neighborhoodds fAmany dwell
apartments and rooming houses to accommodate the thousands of young people flooding into
Washington to work for the expanding gover nme

SAudrey Singer, AMetropol itan WaHispanit §ligrationandVrbdhe w | mmi gr a
Development: Studies from Washington,, [R€search in Race and Ethnic Relatiovielume 17, ed. Enrique S.

Pumar (Bingley, UK: Emerald Group Publishing Limited, 201-%).4

61n 1935, the U.S. Bureau of the Census published detailed data on every census tract within Washington, DC,

based information gathered in the 1930 decennial census. U.S. Bureau of the Qistréztspf Columbia Census

Tracts[Map] (Washington, DC: Census Bureau, 1935). Retrieved from the Library of Congress,
www.loc.gov/item/87694028/

Open Data DC, fdACensus Tracts in 19400 [GI S Data Set] (
Officer, 2018); accessed 11/15/2tps://opendata.dc.gov/datasets/DCGIS::cendracts-in-1940/about

8 Tanya Edwards Beauchanifhe Mount Pleasant Historic DistrifBrochure] (Washington, DC: The Historical

Society of Washington, DC and Historic Mount Pleasant Inc., 2000).

United States Bureau of the Census, AEsti mated Popul at
1 9 4 8urrént Population Reports: Population Estimat8eries 25, No. 28 (Washington, DC: U.S. Department

of Commerce, 21 August 1949) 1; accessed 11/16/24:
https://www?2.census.gov/library/publications/1949/demographicsZ825df

10 Mara CherkaskyMount PleasantCharleston, S.C.: Arcadia Publishing, 2007) 609.
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Many of these yowemgngpelopder wer ei ied from ever
to work for theswelling civil service. Among these wemeveralPuerto Rican andlexican

American citizenswho cameto Washingtonin search of professionééderaljobs!! They are
exemplified by the story dElisa Gonzaleza Chicana from El Paso, Texas. After passing the civil
service examinationiGonzalezmoved b Washington in September 1941 aathined aclerk

position in the Department of WaHer duties included conducting inventories of ordnance.
Gonzalez and a few female colleagues from El Paso shared rooms in a boardirgtheusener

of Columbia Road and ¥3StreetNW in Columbia Height$?2G o n z aéxmededce as ladger

in a boading house was typical ttiat ofmanylocal residentsespecially during the mitiventieth

century

After Marcela Civila cameto Washingtorfrom Puerto Rico in 18lto work in the Social Service
Commission she moved into a rowhouss 1235 Shepherd Stre&W in Petworth, the
neighborhood wittthe thirdhighest concentration of people with Spanish surnamek960'?
Mount Pleasantemained almost exclusively white from 19488(3% to 1950 (98%) This
homogeneitywasalmost entirelythe result otheimplementation of racially restrictive deeds and
petitions on Mount Pleasant properties by developatshomeowners through the 1920s and
1930s. By the 1940s, approximately 85%had lots were subject t@strictive covenastbarring
people of color fronbuying orrentingthem?* Afro-Latinos/as in the 1940s and 19%@sherally
lived northor south of the neighborhood.

As the federal government expanded in the 194840@ did the presencef international aid
organizationdn Washingtonthat attracted foreighorn personnelGlobal institutionslike the
World Bank (194) and the InteAmerican Development Bank (195@)re established in the
postvar yearsThe list of postwar foreigmissonsin the Districtnearly doubled from its prewar

10livia Cadaval, fAThe Latino Communi t WrhanOdyssey-A ng an | de
Multicultural History of Washington, D.Ced., Francine Curro Cary (Washington, DC: Smithsomiatitute Press,

1996)234. Patrick ScallerfiThe Bombs that Drop in El Salvador Explode in Mount Pleagémm Cold War

Conflagration to Immigrant Struggles in Washington, D.C., 218995 Dissertation (Washington, DC: Georgetown

University, 2019) 128.26. SprehfMalagon et.al. 2014:-8.

ZEl aine A. Pefa, AThe L&t0ilMo SP@ okiss tsonny (RMfasjhe mitgt 02Q 0 DC
Smithsonian Institution, December 2010) 5. Repository: Washington, DC: DC History Center, P 5030:
https://dchistory.catalogaccess.com/library/100669

BIn1960,census aker s began enumerating Latinos/as in a separa
Surname Population. o The top ten concentrations were i
of census tr aon Géogdiosvn (IL.0% oh densys tractul); Retworth (1% of census tract 25); Reed

Cooke (0.9% of census tract 38); Columbia Heights (0.9% of census tracts 28 and 37); East End (0.9% of census

tract 59); Fort Lincoln (0.8% census tract 90); Takoma (0.7%usetnact 17); and Adams Morgan (0.7% census

tract 40). Open Data DC, fACensus Tracts in 19600 [GI S |
Technology Officer, 2018); accessed 11/15f##ps://opendata.dc.gov/datasets/DCGIS::cefisictsin-

1960/about

“Prologue DC, fdAMapping Segregation in Washington, DC: |
[Website] 2024; accessed 11/16/2#tps://mappingsegregationdc.arg/ Pr ol ogue DC, A Mapping Se
Washington, DC: The Legacy of Racial Covenants, 41 0, 06 [ Websi te] 2023; accessed
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=54fecadcf61a45619534d7a88e%e82250 Open

Data DC, fiCensus Tracts in 1940.0
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number and the majority dhese wergepresentatives of neywpstcolonial nationsas well as
Latin American countries

Thedecades foll owing World War 1 ushered in
chocolateandvanilla government town to an increasingly mugltitural international city,
spurred at |l east in part by signifilaant Lat:.

previously not maintained permanent presences in the United States established official
diplomatic embassies in Washington. The staff of these international organizations,

combined with those of new embassies, infused a formerly provincial southermvithw

a multitude of diverse languages and cultural traditions, galvanizing its rise to fame as an
international city:®

Davilagave an interview in 1982 in which samphasizethe role of embassies and international
organizationd ratherthan the federal governménin employing Latinos/as in thE940s Many
Latin Americanscame from theirespectivecountries to work as cooks, nannies, and chauffeurs
for privileged diplomatic familie$® An exampleof this migration storys JuansAmparoCampos,
who emigratedfrom the Dominican Republic in October 1940. Cashad been contracted to
work as a seamstregsr a Dominican diplomatic familywwho eventually returned home, but
Campos decided to remamthe District where she married and started a family

Immigrant Latinas in service positions formed thdimentof anascent Latino community in the
1940s and 1950utno o ne nationality has ever constit
expatriate communityPuerto Ricans, whivad U.Scitizenship constituted the largest percentage

of the Latino communityin this period followed by Mexicans, Panamanians, Cubans, and
SpaniardsMany from the Caribbean were Aftatinos/asandwhenthey arrived in Washington,

they encountered segregated citthe likes of which were unfamiliar to the@ampos, arriving
in1940was fHperplexed by the vast social distance
United States, 0 and fAneither in New Yomak City
docked, nor in her hometown of Pelmar had she experienced the kind of visibly entrenched Jim
Crow segregation that characterized the L8.p i t’ Sdgregation determined where Afro
Latinos/as could shop, eat, livand even learrBefore the DC public schools desegregated,
parochial schools were important institutions for expatriate Latindsftes.Sacred Heart School

at 1625 Park Road in Mount Pleasant weaegraedin 1950 AdamsMorgan residenCampos

sent her son and daughtlere.From itsopeningin 1931, Sacred Heawas a ceeducational

grade school with an increasingly international student bédiministered by the Catholic
Archdiocese of Washingtoit,was preferred by mariyatin American immigrants.

15 Scallen 2019: 12122.

18 MarcelaDavilainterview, 23 February 1982. fnL at i no Yout h Community History Pr
1981 982) . Repository: Washington, DC: DC Public Library
https://digdc.dclibrary.org/islandora/object/dcplislandora%3A86729

YGinetta E.B. Candel ariiAm,d UpBIFaoktB&miord Diohmé nEarasné i n
(Northampton, MA: Smith College, Faculty Publications, Sociology, 2001) 55.
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Demographic Change in Mount Pleasari950-1970

In 1950, Mount Pleasantemainedalmostexclusively white (98%)Although it had begun to

attract a sizeablenimigrant community{10% ofits 11,005 residents were foreign bprine vast
majority of newcomers were white Europedha handful of Spanish or Portuguesspeakers

living in Mount Pleasant at this timie&cluded an Argentine, four Brazilians, four Chileans,
fourteenCubans, one Costa Rican, two Guatemalans, nine Mexicans, two Panamanians, seven
Puerto Ricans, two Spaniards, and three Venezuelans. Eight of these worked at their respective
embassiesr consulates

A decade latethe neighborhood washangng; 73% of residents were white, 24.3% Black, and
2.7% wereof another racé® This transitionis largely attributed tdHurd v. Hodge the District
companion cas¢o Shelly vs. Kramei(1948) a Supreme Courtecision thatfound racially
restrictive deeds antbvenants unenforceablEhis decision, coupled with the integration of DC
public schools in 1954nitiated a major shift in the demographics m@sidentialWashingtonas
African Americans moved into formerly althite neighborhoods such as Mount Pleafamt the
mid-1950s onIn doing s@ they opened these neighborhoags to other nofwhites Newly
arrived Latinos/as tended to settle in transitioning neighborhoods where housing was more
affordable However, n 1960, when Mount Pleas@npopulationpeaked at 11,554 residentsth
12.6%foreign bornstill only a handfu(0.5%)of Latinos/as lived ther€.But it wason the cusp

of greaterchange.

The demographic shift in Mount Pleasant was reflected in the student body of the Sacred Heart
School. In an interview, Carmen Marrero Doren, who attended the school from 1959 to 1964
recalled,

As for Hispanics at Sacred Heart School, there were a significant number back in

the 50s and early 60@nce the Dominicans pulled out and the Franciscan order

took hold, there's been an exponential increase of Hispanics in attendance, as more

and more s#ied into Mount Pleasanthe early Hispanics attending Sacred Heart

were predominantly of Dominican and Puerto Rican deséewle wer e t aught
Latin and EnglishWe were discouraged from speaking Spanish. None of the nuns

spoke Spanistkrench was the unérsal language at the time; the Latin was so we

could pray and understand the prayé&s.for our cultural backgrounds, nada,

zippo, rienWe were AmericandNot HispanieAmericannor Latin AmericanJust

Americans?!

®Open Data DC, fACensus Tracts in 19500 [GIS Data Set] (
Officer, 2018); accessed 11/15/tps://opendata.dc.gov/datasets/DCGIS::cefimessin-1950/about

19 Beauchamp 2000. Cherkasky 2007: 69. Mara Cherkasky and Jane FreundeMilagsyjn the City: Mount

Pleasant Heritage Tral Br ochur e] (Washington, DC: Cultural Touri sm,
in 1960.0 Prologue DC, AMapping Segregation in Washing:
%0Open Data DC, ACensus Tracts in 1960.0

21 Carmen Marrero Doren, interview with Mara Cherkasky (Washington, DC, n.d.)
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When thesocial welfare agencBarney Neighborhood Houseaelocated from Southwest@®to

the eastern edge Mount Pleasant in 1960, it served a predominantly African Americanitbase
that and adjacent neighborhood®hen enployees Harry Struthers and Ann Houston were
interviewed in 1982, they recalled that by 191
Hispanic With no Spanistspeakingsocial agenciesn the neighborhoodthe Barney Fb u s e 0 s
director, George Flannigah who had worked with Casita Mariadn New Yorkd offered
programming to serve Latino childrelthough this shift was reflective of the growing Latino
communityin Mount Pleasantandwhile the numbers of Spanistpeaking children had increased

to a point of informing new programming, the organizatioen had only one bilingual social
worker on staffln 1966,it obtainedUnited Planning Organization (UPO) funds to steBpanish
Speaking Community program, which taugnglish as a Second Langua@S() and assisted
with career developmerit.

The year 1962ould be considereal watershefbr Latinos/as in Mount Pleasaad italso marked

the opening ofCasa Dilonéat 3161Mount Pleasant Street. Considered the i g h b ofrsh o o d 6 s
bodegathe grocery wasopenedby Francisca Marrer®avila Diloné from Puerto Ricpand her
husbandFélix Antonio Diloné a native ofthe Dominican Republic. The couple and their six
children, who helped mind the store, |ived in
[ became] the soci al esepretaekri nfyorc otmmainct yy @sn d 8p
residents to theeni g h b 0% Wnol i dosedl in 1998, Casa Diloné carried produce and goods

from Latin Americaand the Caribbeathat appealetb immigrants and embassynployeeslts

location attracted more Latino businesseglount Pleasant Streahichbecame secondary only

to the Columbia Roadnd 18th Streetommerciakorridoras a shopping destination for members

of the Latino community* Small businesses categ to a specific clientele has always been a
bellwether oidemographicepresentation angrowth, and groceries and restauraintgarticular,

were the most commauath for Latinoentrepreneurship in this early postwar period.

In the first half of the 196Qshe Districh katino community expanded more rapidly than in any
previous decad®, fueled by émigréfleeing economic hardships and political strife. The era saw

201l i vi a Cad av aABrief Ghropogy ofdhie Mistohy:of the Latino Community Prepared by the Latin
American Youth Cent er 60dnCOreaalt iHhigs taorLyatHRrnooj dcdtentli ®82.i n t
Latino FestivalNew York: Garland Publishing Inc1998 217. Cherkasky and Levey 2006uis Gonzales
interview, 10 March 1982.IiLat i no Yout h Community Hi st-1982. Proj ecto (°
Repository: Washington, DC: DC Public Library, The Peo
https://digdc.dclibrary.org/islandora/object/dcplislandora%3A7288% Houston and Harry Struthers interview,
15March1982InfiLat i no Yout h Community Hi st-1982). Rdposioiyect 0 ( Was hi
Washington, DC: DC Public Library, The Peopleds Archi v
https://digdc.dclibrary.org/islandora/object/dcplislandora%3A72207

23 Cadaval 1996: 232.

24 Cherkasky 2007: 101. Cherkasky and Levey 2006.

25 Although Hispanic/Latino was not a category in the 1960 decennial census, fevgirseered numbers estimate

that approximately 10,000 Spanispeaking individuals were enumerated in DC in 1960, accounting for roughly

1.3% of the total population. Thigpentage is more than triple the proportion of Spamist Portuguesspeakers
identified in the 1950 decennial census, which roughly
interview with Patrick Scallen (Washington, DC: 25 November 2@d@unt Pleasant Riot Oral History Project
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an uptick in both legal and illegal immigration from several countries, but nolaegsnas the
Cubanemigratioa f t er t hat ¢ oOBythdendybtle dacade, sotial denvice mgencies
were being formed tintegrate Spanishpeaking immigrants into American lifeh& Spanish
Catholic Cente(El Centro Catolico Hispano, or simply Centro Catdliopened in 1967 ahe
firstsuchagencf or DCOs expat r i.tdwasestdbbshed loydhe Archdiovesenaf t y
Washington anaperated fom the Kenesaw Apartment Houseat 306016" Street?® Under the
leadership of Fathéreo Beato, the Spanish Catholic Center offered English as a Second Language
(ESL) courses, afteschooltutoring for children, and other services meant to assist new arrivals.
As it grew the Spanish Catholic Center broadened its scope of services to advise on legal matters
including immigration and housingndto provide healthcar&. The SpanisiCatholic Center was
instrumental in establishinigp 1977 with Luis Sanchez Espinar, a Peruviamigré one of the
earliest Spaniskanguage newspapers Washington.The offices ofEl Pregonerowere alsan

the Kenesawvthrough the early 1980s.

TheCommi ttee for Aid and Devel opment of Lat.i
(CADOLANCA ) was foundedh 1968by Reverendintonio Welty and Carlos Rosarjdwo early

|l eader s i n D C 6 s. Ofigmdlly aperating dromime oot yShepherdnited
Presbyterian Churcht 15" and Irving street$® CADOLANCA movedtwo years lateinto a

rowhouseat 1614 HobarStreetNW, whichh ad been Rosar i o®6The 1B7@ me s i |
Directory of Spanish Speaking Organizations in the United Sthtess cr i bed t he or g:¢
objectives as AAssist[ing] the Spanish speaki
problems. Referral through proper channels for such services as health, welfare, housing,
education, employment, etc. Establishpragms f or En gl i S%Theorjanizatioe s and

Repository: Washington, DC: DC Public Library, The Peo
https://digdc.dclibrary.org/islandora/object/dcplislandora%3A42740

26 The Spanish Catholic Center remained in the Kenesaw Apartment House through 1986. From circa 1987 to 1992,
various directories of social service agencies or Cath
2700 27" Street NW, in the Woodley Park neighborhood. From circa 1994 through today, its offices have been

located at 1618 Monroe Street NW. This building served as the Shrine of the Sacred Heart Acadenayl, al

girls, preparatory schodlfrom the late 1930s$htough the miell 9 8 0 s and then as the Archdi
its Catholic Charities organization from 1987 onward.

2’DC Hi story Center, AiMovements + Moment s: Latinx Youth
with Latino/a/x Advisory Group and staff at the LAYC (Washington, DC: 16 February 2023). Stephanie A.T.

Jacobe, AThe Secretadi 8t @ctko Cal®lcSthridards AfEilRE24; kdcassgd a n
8/13/24:https://www.cathstan.org/thesecretariatsfor-spanishspeakingand-blackcatholics Scallen 2019: 128.

28 | ocated at 3047 15StreetNW, the Good Shephetdnited Presbyterian Churetias located in the sanctuary

constructed for the Central Presbyterian Church in 1948.Spanistspeaking church was administetadRev.

Welty by 1968. In 197, Welty converted the entire church propértyhich included the sanctuawith a large

basement area; a rear wing at 1470 Irving Street NW, which had previously functioned as a parochial school; and a
former manse (rowhouse) at 3045"&reet NWb into the Woodrow Wilson Center, a community ceriext

leasdspace to educational and social service agencies, maticdiwe r e t ai |l ored to serve the
Latino community.

®Cherkasky 2007: 97. Linda Low and Mar a V@bhingtdndts ky, @ Mo
Home: An I llustrated History ofedtKahtleryn Sahneigen 8ndth hoods i n t |
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2010) 226.

30.S. Congress, Cabinet Committee on Opportunity for the Spanish Speakawory of Spanish Speaking

Organizations in the United Statékly 1970) 113.
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was conceived as a means of building coalition support and bringing the issues of Latino residents
to the attention of local government officials. Growing out of the Civil Rights movement, it was a
grassroots, participatory, advocacy group intended tareng@atinos/adiving in the Districtto
demand their civic and legal rights.

The riots that shook Washingtafter theApril 4, 1968assassination ddr. Martin Luther King,

Jr. devastated the ¥4Street corridarMount Pleasant resident Charlene Howard recated

AAfter the 668 riots, there wasnodot an[4ftehi ng ury
the riots, everyt h%Asgoward explaingd, nmanyddcals dokt ¢heirgobsd . 0

and the micreeconomy suffered because several stores had been lost in the vidlaitedlight

to the suburbacceleratedwith abandoned storefronts and entire apartment buildifigsmpty,
realestatevalues in adjacentneighborhoods plummete®ut this provided an opportunity for

some,as fil ow housing prices attracted a diver se
families fleeing political and economic tur moi

to Mount Pleasant

Although white flight had been in effect since the +hif#860s, the 1968 riots accelerated urban
abandonment and mamyiddle-class Latino familieslsoleft for the suburbhsBy 197Q Mount

Pl eas ant oopulatior lsad drapped to p0O,30Bhe whitepopulation had déined from

73% to 32.5%n a decadewhile the African American populationad increased from 24.3% to
65%. Notably, 4.7% of residents in Mount Pleasant identified as Spanish American, a significant
increase from the 0.5% in 1980Mount Pleasant was still on the peripheryraf geographically
expanding Latino communityas rearby Adams Morgad especiallywith its Latino-owned
businesses along Columbia Road anfl 38eed wasconsideregthen, the centerof the barrio.

The Rise ofatino Institutions in Mount Pleasant1970s

Mount Pl easant 6s L athroughdhe padyplf7Dand instdutions tosupp@ta s e
the community encourag furtherin-migration of Latinosln 1971, the House of Mercg home

for unwed mothers established in the nineteenth centiegided it needed a new focaad

engaged sociologist Richard Zamoff to explore alternative areas of service. Zamoff identified

lack ofinfantdaycare facilittese s peci al ly in fAthe | ow and middl]l
as a pressing community neédss many as 60% of mothers interviewed had expressed interest in

31 Cadavall998: 217 Davila1982.Scallen 2019: 12829.

32 Charlene Howard, interview with Patrick Scallen (Washington, DC: 31 October 204t Pleasant Riot Oral

History Project Reposi tory: Washington, DC: DC Public Library,
https://digdc.dclibrary.org/islandora/object/dcplislandora%3A42422

33 Cherkasky and Levey 2006.

%l'n 1970, the top ten neighborhoods where Latinos/ as |
population); Foggy Bottom (9.1% of census tract 57.02); Kalorama Triangle (8.8% of census tract 40o&eed

(8.3% of census tract 38); Friestdp Heights (8.3% of census tract 11); Cleveland Park (8.2% of census tract 6);

Lanier Heights (8.1% of census tract 39); West End (8.1% of census tract 55); Woodley Park (7.3% of census tract

5); and Dupont Circle (7.2% of census tract 53.01). OpenD&g fiCensus Tracts in 19700 |
(Washington, DC: DC Office of the Chief Technology Officer, 2018); accessed 11/15/24:
https://opendata.dc.gov/datasets/DCGIS:cetraicdsin-1970/about
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a licensed daycare facilify As a result, the House of Meiys  bclwsad thle institution in early

1972 and a nely incorporated board reopengde facility on October 2f that year as the
Rosemount Infant Day Care Centét. t s ambi ti ous mi ssion was to
day care program in a cergedesigne@ to provide day care services, professional consultations,

and family support from social workér§ a ntalserve as a nucleus for a program to train and
supervise | ocal adults who wod From tlefolitset; thed ay ¢
Rosemount Centerwas a multicultural, racially integrated, and inclusive institution that served

locals from diverse socioeconomic backgroumslsernately known as ElI Centro Rosemount,
developed a programo teachboth English and Spanisgpeaking children a second langualge

was thdfirst bilingual infant daycare center in the Washington &fea.

Bilingual educatiomprogramsandsocial service agencies tailored to meet the needs of Spanish
speaking immigrants proliferated in the 1970s, during an era when the Latino community of DC
found its voice ana collective idenity.® Activism and social services were the hallmarkhi$
decade an@tthe core ofthde at i no ¢ o mmu n iOng eanpldfarlatidotsocialn .
service agencwas theAdelante Advocacy Center, Inc.founded by Richard Gutierrez in 1976

as a bilingual organizatiomeantto address local housing needtswas an outgrowth of the
Spanish Catholic Centehd e | a nt e 6 soriginally locatds thevWilsom Center building

at 3045 15 StreetNW, just east of Mount Pleasant in Columbia HeigBistween 1991 anitis
closurein 1995 Adelantehad its offices in th&rgyle Apartmentsit 32201 7" StreetNW in Mount
Pleasant

The Community of Christ was an activist, ascetic, and communal congregation that left Dupont
Circle and moved into thetorefrontat 3166 Mount Pleasant Street in 1974. There, they opened
La Casaas acommunityspace for re@ational activitiesFrom La Casa thgroupoperatedhe

Life Skills Center, which had been founded by a church memipotade valuable education to

new arrivals. La Clinica dgdurchased the building in 2017 and maintains it today as La Casa
Community Health Action Center

%Julia Morgan, iStatement of Mrs. D o n ®iktritt of Golambido r g a n P
Appropriations for 1974: Hearings Before a Subcommittee of the Committee on Appropriations, House of

Representatives, Ninethird Congress, First Sessi(Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1973)

16631664.

%Rosemount Center, ARosemount Centero6s History, o [Vide:
https://youtu.be/IWfsWY6zPkI
SJulia Morgan, ADay Care Programs: Witness Mrs. Julia |

District of Columbia Appropriations for 1975: Hearings Before a Subcommittee of the Committee on

Appropriations, House of Representatives, Nirtbiyd Congress, Second Sess({@iashington, DC: U.S.

Government Printing Office, 1974) 1187.

%Rosemount Center. Morgan 1973: 166 3 ,Wadhiégioh StaNgdvesd ki e St o1
October 1972, 5. Martha Livdahl GriggMercy! On The Road to Rosemouf¥ashington, DC: independently

published, 2015) 33.

3% Unlike in previous decades, many new arrivals in the 1970s were immigrants unassociated with the embassies and
international organizations that had attracadiergenerations. A substantial number came from South and Central
America, fleeing repressive regimes and violence, but they were not refugees in the legal sense of the word.
Regardless of their legal status, they found themselves in a new homeland angd sggglimt structures. Language

and cultural barriers, in addition to economic downturns through the 1970s, made acculturation difficult.
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Latino-ownedbusinesseproliferated on Mont Pleasant Street in the 197Bsomthe late 1970s

to the mid1980sfFr ed dy 6 s ,@ Bdliviag restaurant, was one of several popular Latino
owned eaterieon Mount PleasantStreet. This restaurantwas followed by the Salvadoran
restaurantArcos del Esping which occupied the same storefront at 3209 Mount Pleasant Street
into the mid1990s Eventually, Bolivian immigranlaime Carillpwho had purchased the building

in 1983, opened his own restaurddgn Jaime, there in the late 1990where it remainedintil
recently.Two more bodegas opened in the fif2l7Os Los PrimosandEl Progresa Los Primos

was opened by Dominican immigramteo were cousing¢imos)to theDilonés.

Latino businesses were not limited to merely food seré@oeamercial enterprises broadened in

their scopein the 1970sand included shops forshoe repajrtailoring, and hair cutting*® For
example,Rodolfo de Ledn, who had emigrated from Guatemala in 1969, opeeed N6 s Shoe
Repairat 3201 Mout Pleasant Street in 1978l operatedodayby his son Rand§! Viterbo
Martinezemigrated from Santo Domingo in 1967, first settling in New York City and opening a
business theréAround 1976, Martinez brought his family t¥Vashingtonwhere heopenedthe

Martinez Barbershop at 3160Mount Pleasant Streathichattracted a mostly Latino clientelée

Members of theMlartinez family also operated a sewing shop in the rear of the store that offered
repairs, alterations, and custom pants for men.

From the 1960s$hrough the 1980s, oldeonceluxury apartment building®ffered affordable
housing options for new arrivals from Lathmerica and elsewherédmong these wer¢he
Parkfair Apartments at 1611Park Road and several apartment buildings along the 3100 block
of Mount Pleasant Street, includintpe Deauville at 3145 (now thBlonsenor Romero
Apartments); the New Bloomfield (now thédelante Cooperativg at 3149; thévionticello at

3151; and theMount Pleasant@at 3155 The Monsenor Romero Apartments was originally
constructed in 1908 as to identical apartment buildings named the Chesterfield and the Winston.
In 1958, the two buildings were joined by a common central entrance and were renamed the
Deauville. After a devastating fire in 2008 and a reconstruction completed intB8 Tdeauville

was named the Monsenor Romero Apartments after a Catholic priest who had been murdered in
the Salvadoran civil war

But the most notablef the apartment buildings associated with Latino migration to Mount
Pleasant wathe Kenesaw Apartment House One residermemarked of the Kenesaw,l t hi nk o1
this building as a ship. S$dBuiltin1805astthedirstfutumy gs hi p
apartment building in this part of the city, the Kenesaw became home to a significant number of

40 Cadaval 1996: 239.

41 Cherkasky 2007: 115.

2Viterbo Martinez interview, 7 March 1982. I'n ALatino
1981 982) . Repository: Washington, DC: DC Public Library
https://digdc.dclibrary.org/islandora/object/dcplislandora%3A86 C2lavall 998:217 Arturo Griffiths, interview

with Maria SancheZarlo (Washington, DC: 27 February 2024).

“Shae Corey [DC Preservati on L e BQHistofic, Site§Websited; acaessedAp ar t me |
4/13/24:https://historicsites.dcpreservation.org/items/show/1090
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Latino immigrants and was an important gathering place for the Latino community since the
Spanish Catholic Center opened there in 1968. Kenesaw residents also played an important role in
the struggle for affordable housing in Washington. In 1964, the lkendgpartment House
Company (the original ownesold the building. Eleven years later, thew ownergave the
propertyd which had 681 outstanding housing code violaiois Antioch College.Once

Antioch learned of the extent of these violations, it sought to sell the property, buajbrwty

Black and Latino tenants of the Kenesaw formed a cooperative and successfully tfeught
buil dingbs sal e The grqupsireachédean ageeement dyp vehicks a quasi
independent city agency would purchase the building, renovatendtthen sell it to the
cooperative. However, by the time of the sale in 1984, the tenants lacked the necessary funds to
buy the building. Instead, under a complicated agreement, 51 empty units were sold, at market
rate, as condominiums, while those 32 units occupied by thecoapt i ves d member s wi
as a lowcost cooperative for the period those residents remained in their units. The struggles over
the Kenesaw situation inspired David Clarke, a DC Councilman, to sponsor the 1980 Tenant
Opportunity to Purchase Act (TOPA)his act, intended to help forestall gentrification, gives
tenants the right of first refusal to purchase their building when thedal nertperty is put up for
sale.The Kenesaw was not only the inspiration for this important legislation, but it was the first to
take advantage of it.

The growing numbers of Latinos/as Mount Pleasanprompted the Washington Metropolitan
Police Department (MPD) to open theurth District Police Center in a commercial storefront

on Mount Pleasant Streiet 1971 Between Octobenf that yeaand 1983, the station wataffed

by three bilingual officers and supervised ®fficer Larry J. Mossanordained Baptist minister

who had previously worked in Latin America. The Fourth District Police Center was intended as

a liaison office in which a few Spanishea ki ng Acommunity serviceso
counseling and referral services and strengthen relations between the police force and Latinos/as
residing in Mount Pleasant, Columbia Heights, and Upper Cardozdilifigual officersworked

with community members who had been victims of crime and domestic abuse, providing
counseling to both walkin and callin residents.The officers educated the wider immigrant
community on issues ranging from housing and employment to immigration law and consumer
protections. Primarily, the officers worked in dispute settlement using tactics such as conciliation,
mediation, and arbitratip whichwerenot a part of the regular officer training at that time. By the

late 1970s, the Fourth District Police Center had become a valuable resource to the whole
community, fostering good relations with its diverse memffers.

“Alnterview with Daniel Flores,o 29 July 1986. I n Col ur
0892 (Washington, DC: 1986). Repository: Washington, DC: DC History Center, OHT 1986.F66, Container 1,

Folder 9.https://dchistory.catalogaccess.com/archives/109418. Department of Defense Overseas Schools,

AfTesti mony of Officer Larry J. Moss, Metropolitan Pol i
Domest i c VJoiotHearnng Before the Subcommittee on Labor Standards and the Subcommittee on

Elementary, Secondary, and Vocational Education of the Committee on Education and Labor, House of

Representatives, Ninefifth Congress, Second Session, on H.R. 9892. He&tald in Washington, DC, February

1, 1978(Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1978) 427.
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Mount Pleasant Becomes théeart of theBarrio: 1980s

The 1980s were a turning point for the DC Latino commutgrting 1978, glitical strife and
violent civil wars in Central America resulted in huge numbers of largely undocumented
immigrant® Nicaraguans, Guatemalanidpndurans,and Salvadoradscoming to the United
States via MexicoMany of these Central American immigraiéspecially Salvadorapsettled

in the District where Central American migrant laborers had established roots in previous decades.
The 1980decennialcensusenumerated 638,333 residents in the Districtwbdm 2.8% were
labeled Hispanié® In Mount Pleasant, where the foreigorn population reached a new height of
17.7%in 198Q the census recorded the population as 38% whitd%#8lack, 0.3% Native
American, 2.9% Asian, and 9.4% othé&f these12.65% of respondents reported Hispanic origin
or heritage.By then, Mount Pleasanhad takenfirst place among neighborhoods foighest
proportionof residents with_atin Americanorigins:®

The influx of Central Americans the Districtis reflectedby businessem the barriofiwhen the

Adams Morgan neighborhood of Washington, DC, became home to Central American migrants in

the 1980s, restaurants began selling pupusas and gallofpistp(o t t e ch Nicavagusut aed , 0
Costa Rican version of rice and bearf§) In Mount PleasantC o r a dRediasirant, a
Guatemalan eateryopenedalong Mount Pleasant Street, along wincos del Esping a
Salvadoran restaurant that had taken the pladerofe d d y 6 s ,Gvhichrhgd préwiously

offered Bolivian food. In 1990, Nimia Haydee Vanegas, an émigré from El Salvador, and her
husband Mari o Al as purchased Tr ol |, anghg®97Rest au
t hey had clansdedopleanndd eyadysdeeds RestaurTaemt at
Don Juan Restaurant, at 1660 Lamont Street, was purchased by a Salvadoran in 1993

The Washington metropolitan area became known for its Salvadoran commmanity of whom

were fleeing violencei C h uaffitated refugee centers, solidarity networks, and service
providers soon opened offices in Adams Morgan, Mount Pleasant, and Columbia Heights,

|l ocations accessi bl e t @ Themest seifivdntyof tkeserwias/teed i mr
Central American Resource Center or CARECEN, establishedn July 1981 as a nonprofit,

legataid organizationlts founders werdoaquin Dominguez Pargda Salvadoran lawyer who

“More recent scholarship asserts that 9.3% of DCO0s resi
46 The top ten census tracts/neighborhoods for Latino residents in 1980 was, in first place, census tract 27.02, which
representethe southermalf of Mount Pleasant, with 17.4% Latino residents; Lanier Heights (16.8% of census tract

39); Downtown/K Street/Franklin Park (14.5% of census tract 51); Columbia Heights, betWesmml114' streets,

Harvard Street and Spring Road (12.1% of census tract 28); census tract 53.01, which aligns with the southeastern

half of Dupont Circle (12.1%); Adams Morgan (11.5% of census tract 40)-Reekie (10.9% of census tract 38);

census tract 55.02,hich is half of the West End neighborhood (10.8%); census tract 42.01, or half of the area north

of Dupont Circle (9.9%); and census tract 5.02, or hal
19800 [ GI S Data Set] 6fWeaGhkefTachnology Offic&,2018)aCceseed 11V16/24:
https://opendata.dc.gov/datasets/DCGIS::cefimeisin-1980/about

“Jeffrey M. Pilcher, fAComing Home Anweric8na htinoaHeritageat i no Ro o't
[Theme Study] (Washington, DC: National Park Service, 2013)

“®“Ana Patricia Rodr2guez, fiBecoming 6Wachintonianso6: Sal
Washington HistoryVol. 28, No. 2 (Fall 2016):-5.

Section8 page25


https://opendata.dc.gov/datasets/DCGIS::census-tracts-in-1980/about

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018

Mount Pleasant Historic District (Additional Washington, DC
Documentation)

Name of Property County and State

emigrated in 198@ndPatrice Perilliea local lawyemwho focused opolitical asylum applications

and immigration law. With a tight operating budget provided by the DC Office of Latino Affairs,
Parada and Perillie opened a small office in the Wilson Ceh&drwasstaffed largely by
volunteers By 1985, theyhad movednto 3112Mount Pleasant StreeCARECEN set outto

defend the legal and civil rights of Central American immigramtbe greater Washington area
through education, litigation, and activismi.ie mer ged as a ©pil |l ar o f
immigrant communityp  a d imgofar ahe end of U.S. intervention in El Salvadand for
immigration refornf’® CARECEN also fostered twhealth clinicsof great significanceto h e sci t y 0
Latino populationLa Clinicadel Puebloand Salud, Iné?

Latino arts thrived ithe Districtin the 1980s through the early 1990s, particularly in the forms of

mural painting, dramatic (often street) theater, music, and damdading folk dancing) The

GALA (Grupo de Artistas Latino Americanos) Hispanic Theatre, a Spdangluage dramatic

theater company founded in 1976und a home irsacred Heart Schoofrom 19852001 The

school, which had an international student body since its 1931 opening, had increasingly become
associated with the Latino community of the aBathe late 1990s or d@r2000s, the school had

created its bilingual progranf.oday, two letter signs flank the entry on the stone water table:
ASacred Heart School, 0 in English, and AEscue
the importance the school still has for the local Latino community.

A notableexample ofmural paintings still prominenton aKlingle Roadretaining wall below the
Rosemount CenteOver three consecutive summers between 1988 and 1990, three sections of
murals were painted ofthec oncr et e wal | : AA Tribute to Life
Chant for Hope otherwise known a€antoa la Esperanza Under the direction of artist Jorge
Somarribaandover the graffiti that had covered the walkveral latin American Youth Center
memberpai nted col,orfubmiwbstdobwset geometric shap
ancient and folk cultures on several continéhts.

Both leisure and political activitigeok placen the public realnthroughout the city in the 1980s
andoperai r spaces hold their own s Magdhegtlatimgaonce f o
the United Statesd gover nmevouldtartor emdviroRalbaet(oe nt |
Pigeon) Parkjust south of Harvard Street and adjacent to Mount PleasahinLamont Park

bounded by 1%, Lamont, and Mount Pleasant stre@t$nformal outdoor spaces emerged as
impromptu gathering places, suchlasEsquina,t h e @ cmarthwest oftbe intersection of

Mount Pleasant Streahd Kenyon Street NVWo more than a smagiocket parkand astretch of

sidewalk,in the late 19708 became a place fesquinerod a term thagenerally refers tmiddle-

49 Scallen 2019: 142.

®Shae Corey [DC Preservation League] DClHidtoddSitasx Her it age
[Website]; accessed 4/25/24ttps://historicsites.dcpreservation.org/items/show/1 8@2llen 2019: 14344.

SprehnaMalagén et.al. 2014: 389.

SLynn Prowitt, fALatino Yout hsWahngtenrPosB Augdstf1d88)i wi t h Por t |
52 Granados 2024.
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aged Salvadoran mérto socialize and play chess or checkers. The spot continues to serve as an
improvised @thering place for members thie Latino community3

The Mount Pleasant Streebrridor and the Columbia Roacbrridor themselvesecame social
spaces and promenades Latinos/asFrom the 1960s througlday, Mount Pleasant Strebas

functioned as an important commercial thoroughfare ingtleaterLatino barrio. Chico Diaz
recalledthe scene in the 1980s

Mt. Pleasant was the place to go on the weekends if you work#éd Pleasant and
Columbia Road were the corricdoio walk. A lot of folks would comeut. We used to
think it was la plaza. In our countries, you used to go, especially on Sundays because there

is a Mass. .. And thatoés what I remember hap
feeling because on Suawk, Sacred Heart Church, it would get packed. After Sacred Heart

Chur ch, people would walk through Mt. Pl eas:
remember it: that feeling of you are among folks from your countries. Because you could

buy, | dyour Bupusds,atoley and only at those locations, mzinly.

The Mount Pleasant Riotd4991

By 1990, Mount Pleasant and Columbia Heights had the highest concentration of Latino residents
in WashingtonThe 1990 decenniatensusountedl 1,192 residentsf Mount Pleasan®2.6%of

whom werewhite, 36.5% Black).45% Native American, and 3.5% AsiaNow, 26.8% identified

as Hispanic® Racial tensions increased lasgtimeresidents andewcomers, white and Black,
increasinglyvoiced concerngsiboutloitering, public drunkennesand noise on Mount Pleasant

Street Answering the complaints of Mount Pleasant residents, #teddolitanPolice Department

(MPD) began to patrol the area morgjorously, leading to increased confrontations between
Latino residents and police officer&round 7:30 pm on Sunday, May 5, 1991, MPD officers
Angela Jewell and Griselel Valle arrested Daniel Enrique Gomez, a Salvadoran immigrant, for
public inebriation and disorderly conduct. Th
at 1660 Lamont Street. What happened next is still debated: police testimony is thatgatete

a knife from his boot and threatened Jewell. Multiple witeegave conflicting acamts of what

had occurred: some said that Gomez was handcuffed, on his knees, had no knife, and posed no

53 Bahrampour 2018.

“Jos® AChicoo Diaz, interview with Pa tMountcPleasétRiot | en ( Wa:
Oral History Project Reposi tory: Washington, DC: DC Public Librar
https://digdc.dclibrary.org/islandora/object/dcplislandora%3A42739

55 Census tracts 28.1, 28.2, and3%hich together comprise Columbia Heights betweehaitl 18" streets,

Florida Avenue and Spring Roadand census tracts 27.1 and &7 \&hich combined comprisall of Mount

Pleasaré had the top five highest concentrations of Latinos in the top ten list of neighborhoods in 1990: census

tract 28.2 had 47.3%, 27.2 had 31.6%, 28.1 had 30%, 37 had 22%, and 27.1 had 21%. Lanier Heights came in sixth,

with 21% of the residentof census tract 39 reporting Latino heritage, followed by f8mak (21% of census tract

38), Dupont Circle (19% of census tract 53.1), Logan Circle (16% of census tract 50), and Petworth (14.5% of
census tract 25.2). Opem DadlaSs D&,t ai Geentsju s( Warsahd tnsg tiom , 1 9D
Chief Technology Officer, 2018); accessed 11/15(@ths://opendata.dc.gov/datasets/DCGIS::cetiadsin-

1990/about
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threat while others said he only had one handcuff on and that he did brandish a knife. What is
certain is that Jewell used her firearm and shot Gomez, seriously woundify him.

This gunshot was singular in its effect. Word quickly spread through the Latino community that
Gomez had been shot by police officers while handcuffed, angering a community that already had

a toxic relationship with the MPD. Latino youths in the vicinitgée to gather at the scene and

hur | rocks, gl ass bottl es, and bricks at poli
The altercations escalated into destruction of property. Chico Diaz, 23 years old at thedeme

his bike to Park Road and" 6treet, where he witnessed a policelmaningand youthsslinging

rocks atofficers They were also setting fire pdasticgarbage canalongMount Pleasant Street

fill ing the areavith black smoke and noxiousstench. Mark Poletunow counted as manglagen

cruises torchedands aw ot hers rocked by youths <clashing
Chicken restaurarat 3124 Mount Pleasant Stregas set afireand storefront windows were

broken. The night endeaiter policechagdyouths through the streets for six hotfrs.

The rebellious behavioroftheat i no yout hs caught the MPD and
by surprise. Mayor Sharon Pratt Kebprigngaai nit.
group of subversives, on whom she would call thenigration and\aturalizationService The

following morning, Monday, May 6, leaders of the Latino community met in the basement of
Sacred Heart Church to discueen i g ht 6 s eoordenwitis governndent officialsin an

attempt tasoothetempersand toredirectprotesto nonviolent, civil disobediencehey scheduled

a march for that evenindo beled by community ang¢hurch members including Poletunow,

Fat her O6 Mal | ek PedriRAviésandbtharsole fraventa r epe at of Sui
events, Mayor Kelly Adeclared a state of emer
Adams Mor gan, an d®AQoliceucontmiarad certeriwgshtiorsd in @n office

trailer placed irMeridian Hill (or Malcolm X) Park, while the Shrine of the Sacred Heart was used

as a police staging groumaid arefuge forcommunitymembers frightened by the violente.

Monday progressed without incident T h e ¢ o mmu n istll gvident aactlieelay wasa s
filled with peoplediscussing the@reviousn i g bvenisandwhat had prompted therheriots,
as the press called them, made national news in prinbratedevision. The press focused on the

%0l ivia Cadaval and Rick Reinhard, Aé6Tiralo a | a Call el
of Co mmWashingtgn, HistoryVol. 4, No. 2 (Fall/Winter 1992/1993): 41. Cherkasky and Levey 2006.
Scallen 2019: 223, 227. Scallen 2020:3% . Ri chard Reinhard, nYes, It Can Be

Lati no WaWdshingtontHistaryydl. 29, No. 1 (Spring 2017):-8.

57 Diaz 2017. Hart 2017. Alice Kelly, interview with Patrick Scallen (Washington, DC: 2 February R0di#)t
Pleasant Riot Oral History Project Reposi tory: Washington, DC: DC Public
accessedhttps://digdc.dclibrary.org/islandora/object/dcplislandora%3A42®K&&k Poletunow, interview with

Patrick Scallen (Washington, DC: 18 November 2008unt Pleasant Riot Oral History ProjedRepository:
Washington, DC: DC Public Library, The Peopleds Archi v
https://digdc.dclibrary.org/islandora/object/dcplislandora%3A42B¢4allen 2019: 227. Scallen 2020:-356. Sueiro

2017.

58 Rodriguez 2016: 5.

®Gabe Bullard, #AListen: The Mt. Pleasant RAMUBSS5 30 Year
[Website], 6 May 2021; accessdutps://wamu.org/story/21/05/06/listéhe-mt-pleasantiots-30-yearslater/.

Poletunow 2017. Beatriz Otero, interview with Heather McMahon (Washington, DC: 21 February 2024).
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fact that the shootinthat precipitated the rioting occurred on Cinco de Masouggestinghat

Gomez who (by most accounjswas heavily intoxicated at the time of the arréstd simply
overindulgedc el ebr ati ng Mexi cods i ndepen diederlyieg. The
reason for the uprising, the accumulated anger and distrust between the commupitjicand
Marcodel Fuego who had come from El Salvador as a teenager in thel@80s, believed that

negative and stereotypicabrtrayals of Salvadorasinflamed the anger felt by Latinos/ls.

Media attentioralsohadthe effect of advertising the upiigy outside of the neighborhoodhd&

first night had been homegrown and spontaneoadined to a couple of blocks on Mount
Pleasant Street and 1&treet The second night Monday, May & wasorganized. Intdopers
enteredMount Pleasant and Adams Morgan to loot and cause mayhem. What started as an uprising
turned into riots, where the politicpbint was lost amid the destructidard e st r uct i ond s
focusedon 14" Streetand Columbia Roagt.

Youths took control of stregetdespite the increased police dept@nt Chief lke Fullwood

informed his officers not to use force but mobilized the Special Operations Division tbosirut

16" Street On the same street,palice van was pelted with rocks, forcing the officers to escape
through the passenger side door. Once they were outpatdadit flare in the gas tank, exploding

the vehicle.Rioting youths blocked traffic and attacked city buses, with one driver simply
abandoning his bus on the street. More police cargpawadtevehicles were torcheddore than

two dozen stores on Columbia Road were loftddayor Kelly deployedaboutonethousand

officers in riot gear to thareai wher e resi dents had | ong exper.i
di scrimination, pol i ce % Heticaptes meredeployed Buirvéhe | and
the neighborhood. Some residents believed that the heightened police presence in militaristic gear
only in6cited more violence, which culminated with the polaagbing tear gas canisters into the

crowd®

The riots continued for three days, with the walaiagehatMonday evening. Sporadic events
were reported on Tuesdayndinto Wednesdapn Columbia Road between'ldnd 14" streets

but the rioting subsidedith the curfew From Monday night, thedtin AmericanY outh Center

kept its Dropin Center in the basement of the Wilson Center open for people to escape the tear
gas and chao®y the end of the violence, 230 peopled beerarrestecand50 had beernnjured,

but no one was killef Some Salvadoran youths were depoPffed.

®Nati onal Museum of American History [NMAH], fARemember:
Recording]. Panel discussion with Jose Cerritos (moderator), Pedro Avilés, Olivia Cadaval, Marco del Fuego, Chief
Ike Fullwood, and Mayor Sharon Praitéshington, DC: 5 May 2011).

51 Cherkasky and Levey 2006. Diaz 2017. Howard 2®@bletunow 2017. Scallen 2020: 36. Sueiro 2017.

52 NMAH 2011. Scallen 2020: 36. Sueiro 2017.

53 Rodriguez 2016: 5.

54 Poletunow 2017.

55|n a 2011 panel discussion at the National Museum of American History, held on the twentieth anniversary of the
1991 Mount Pleasant uprising, Chief of Police Ike Fullwood stated that 90% of the arrests were for curfew
violations and that most paid theinés and were quickly released. NMAH 2011.

66 Cherkasky and Levey 2006. Diaz 2017. NMAH 2011. Poletunow 2017.
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In the aftermth of the uprising and riotshe Latino community and the entire city were shaken.

During the violence, the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights and the National Council for La Raza

(now UnidosUS)metwith Latino community leaderst the Shrine of the Sacred Heart to diffuse

the situation. With the input of these national organizations, city officials established a
multicultural task force to understand tlpeecipitaing causes. Latino community leaders
established their own coungiltheLatino Civil Rights Task Forceheaded by Pedro Avilésand

spent the next six months exploring the social, economic, and political esstinesroot of the

uprising. Theirreporth The Latino Bl ueprint for Action, o |
discrimination that the Latino community faced in eight areas: police/community relations,
housing needs, human rights, economic development, employment services, educatianrecreat

and human service3 he reportlso proposed solutioris be administered bipca government.

Boththe blueprine nd t he U. S. Commi ssion on Civil Ri ght
Latinosdid experience disproportionate mistreatment and pervasive racism from the MPD and
neglect by local government in terms of funding, social services and progaachdilingual
accessThei Mo unt Pl e adgressetl hoR ererrepresented Latinos/as were in city
government as elected officials amgency staff despite comprisinga tenth oft he ci tyoés
population®’

The work of the Latino Civil Rights Task For@@oughtpositive change. Over time, tloity

government funded more social service organizatiandthe Office of Latino Affairgfounded

in 1976)became more robust as well. The @tgoworked to enhance the Latino smhiisiness

sector In July 1991, he Latino Economic Development Center (LEDC) was establisksea
communitybased, nonprofiby a coalition of business and financial professionats civil rights

activists Perhaps most significdpt the uprising and its aftermath brought the Latino community

from the margins of public attention Ristrict-wide visibility,a fAdef i ni ng moment i
t he S Acdorgingdolosé Sueiro

The riots in 691 [were] very negative. Il n ma
in terms of development of this community that was already largely here at that point, that

had grown incredibly, it was a bump that generated greater opporttigéperated greater
awareness of this community. As | said, hist
happened to the Latino community in Washington. It was the only time the Latino
community in Washington, DC made national news. Good or badl.itAcreated a much

more sophisticated community, much more | i Vi
So inhibited about expressingé about demonst
more inyour-face kind of thing®

On the first anniversary of the Mount Pleasant uprising, the Latino Civil Rights Task Force
organized a peaceful march and demonstration to highlight the demands of the Latino community

DC Latino Civil Rights Task Force, fiThe Latino Bluepr.i
Columbia Government, 0 ( Wdasmasakn2§24.dotero R024. Powriow 20&7r Reibiaard 1 ) .
2017: 89. Rodriguez 2016:-6. Scallen 2019: 23334. Sueiro 2017.

68 NMAH 2011.

69 Sueiro 2017.
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as expressed in AThe Theteihave bed Iperiedic remembrantes on Ac t
subsequerdnniversaes In 2011, to commemorate thweentiethanniversary of the event, a panel
discussion was held at the National Museum of American History. Participants and audience
members expressed the opinion that there was still a long way tagactgenuineequity and

dignity for theLatinocommunitya d dr essi ng racism, police relat.i
distribution of resources, and affordable housing. Ronald Chacon spoke from the audience,
reminding everyone present what it was like to be a Latino youth on the street in those days:

| was at the Mount Pleasant Riots, day one, two, and three, and | just want to clarify

s 0 me t hae wegeé bunch of scared kids, a bunch of scared 16, 17, 18 years olds afraid

for our lives, we were afraid that the police were going to shoot us, we were afraid that we

were going to get beat up, we were gonna get jailed. Those tactics that were usedwiet

guerilla tactics, those were survival tactics. At that moment | felt, as a young person, that

| was defending myselfé Jamddlogedtherhi s i s my n

Conclusion

In the minds ofmany District residentsMount Pleasant Streeind the entire neighborhood of
Mount Pleasant came to be inextricably associatedtixgtbatino communityin the fourth quarter

of the twentiethcentury, an association thiidigers The Mount Pleasant Historic District was
recognized in1987 for its significance under Criterion C for Architecture aBdmmunity
Planning and Developmenthis additional documentation asserts that Mount Pleasant is also
significant at the local level for its association with Latino (Hispanic) ethnic heritage under
Criterion A with anadditionalperiod of significance df9621991.The year 196%asa watershed
moment for Mount Pleasant in terms of a growing Latino presence. By 18R staff at the
Barney Neighborhood House, which had theretofore servedinsandy African American
clientele notedthe demographic shift and began offering programs and services in Spanish. Casa
Diloné, t he nei g hweenydaroiagdptnsarilyf Latin Anberican products, also opened
atthattime Mount Pl easantdéds Latino community cont.i
reflected in the proliferation of commercial businesses catering to LetistomersBy 1990,

Mount Pleasant and Columbia Heights had the highest concentration of Latino residbats in
city, andthe following spring, Mount Pleasant Street was the site of a pivotal moment for the
Latino community. Although the Mount Pleasatrising or riot was an eruption of anger and
violence, positive changeccurred in its aftermath. From the destruction rose a ksaitiglified

Latino polity and leadership structure that could bargain for parity and equity with the local
government.

Criterion G: Less than 50 Years of Age

The nominationfor the Mount Pleasant Historic Districtentified a period of significandeom
1870 to 1949 which now well prece@s a 50year immediatgast thresholdconsidered an

70 Cadaval and Reinhard 1992: 41.
INMAH 2011.
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appropriate distance from which to evaluate the significance of most resdusbesild be noted,
however, that when the neighborhood was designated, not 40 years had elapsed since the end of
this period of significancelhe presenadditional documentation proposes a sectatdy period

of significance (1962991)whoseterminaldate isalsoless than 50 yeafsom thepresentThis

end dateis defined by thel991 Mount Pleasamniprisingriots, consideredone of the most
importantevensa s soci ated with the Di $wentethcantGysandloit i n o
exceptional historical significancélthough less than34 years have elapsesince that event,

enough timédnas passet allow for appropriate perspectieéthe eventAccording toJoséSueirq

fhi storically i1itds the most f amoummumtgind ent
Washington. It was the only time the Latino community in Washington, DC made national news.
Good or badh "2

The Latino communitpf Mount Pleasaremergeds early as 1962, oB§earsprior to today By

1975 50 yearsprior to the present t he Di strictds firsandfost!| i ngu;
bilingual police service centeatiopenedn the communityas had.a Casa kife Skills Centerand

the bilingual programs at the Barney Neighborhood Hdwedemonstrang the rise of the Latino
communityin Mount PleasantVarious businesses catering to Latino clientele emerged on Mount
Pleasant Street through the 1960s and 1970s, so that by the 1980s, Mount Pleasant had become the
heart of the barrioa nebulous geographic area that encomplatise cores of theadjacent
neighborhoods of Adams Morgan, Mount Pleasant, and Columbia Heigthts late twentieth

century The growth of a Latino ideny associated with Mount Pleasacurred within the last

50 years, but enough time has passed to confidently assess how this neighborhood has fostered the
growth of a Latino community identity in the District since the last quarter ofvirgiethcentury.

72 Syeiro 2017.
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Current Population Reports: Population Estimat8series 25, No. 28 Washington,

DC: U.S. Departrant of Commerce, 21 August 1949.
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/1949/demographics2835df

U.S. Congress, Cabinet Committee on Opportunity for the Spanish Spdaikeajory of
Spanish Speaking Organizations in the United Stdtdg 1970

U.S.Departnent of Defense Overseas SchodlsT e st i mony of Officer Larrtr
Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, DC on Pdbicetices and Domestic
Violenceo Joint Hearing Before the Subcommittee on Labor Standards and the
Subcommittee on Elementary, Secondary, and Vocational Education of the Committee on
Education and Labor, House of Representatives, NiffgtyCongress, Second Session,
on H.R. 9892. Hearingeld in Washington, DC, February 1, 19%8ashington, DC:
U.S. Govenment Printing Office, 1978

Sectiors 9end page38


http://www.loc.gov/item/88693408/
https://digdc.dclibrary.org/islandora/object/dcplislandora%3A42740
http://www.loc.gov/item/87694028/
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/1949/demographics/P25-28.pdf

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018

Mount Pleasant Historic District (Additional Washington, DC
Documentation)

Name of Property County and State

Weller & Repetti Map of the City of WashingtofMap]. Washington, DC: Weller &epetti,
1886 Retrieved from the Library of Congressyw.loc.gov/item/88693413/

A Wonder .&GAdaepibemengWashington City Papei7 September 19833.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR)6ias been requested
X___previously listed in the National Register

_____previously determined eligible by the National Register

_____designated a National Historic Landmark

_____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey_#

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University

X__Other

Name of repository: DC History Center: Kiplinger Library; DC Publldbrary: The

Peopleds Archive

Historic ResourcesSurvey Number (if assigned):

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property___ca. 200

[See map in 19Bnomination]

Use either the UTM system or latitubtangitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates

Datum if other than WGS84:_[See 198 nomination for coordinates]
(enter coordinates to 6 decinphces)

1. Latitude: Longitude:
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2. Latitude: Longitude:
3. Latitude: Longitude:
4. Latitude: Longitude:
Or

UTM References
Datum(indicated on USGS map)

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
1. Zone: Easting: Northing:
2. Zone Easting Northing
3. Zone Easting: Northing
4. Zone Easting: Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The boundaries of the Mount Pleasant Historic District were established and described in the
1987 National Register of Historic Places nomination form. This additional documentation
does not alter or amend the boundaries in any way. For a verbal description of the boundaries,
see the 19BNational Register nomination.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

For a justification of the boundaries, see the7lN98tional Register nomination.

11.Form Prepared By

nameftitle __Heather McMahon

organization__Heather McMahon, Architectural Historian (HMAH)

street &number 3062 Old U.S. Highway 64, Apt. B

city or town__Lexington state NC zip code__27295
e-mail__heathermcmahon.archhistory@gmail.com
telephone:_434-2493454

date_ 27 December 2024
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

1 Maps: A USGS mapor equivalen(7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

1 Sketch mapfor historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

1 Additional items: (Check with the SHPOTPO,or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferre@t 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs

to the sketch majzach photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer,

photo date, etc. may be | isted once on the
every plotograph
Photo Log
Number | Title Facing | Photo By Date
1 Adelante Cooperative, 3149 Mount Pleas E Zachary Burt| 2/21/25

StreetNW

Former Barney Neighborhood House, 31
16" Street NW

Canto a la Esperanzislural and
Rosemount Center from Intersection of
3 Klingle and Adams Mill Roads NW, NW | Zachary Burt| 2/24/25
Looking Northwest

Canto a la Esperanzilural and

4 Rosemount Center from Klingle Rb&W, NE | Zachary Burt| 2/24/25
Looking Northeast

FormerCasaDiloné, 3161 Mount Pleasant

2 W | Zachary Burt| 2/21/25

5 Street NW N Zachary Burt| 2/21/25
Former offices of CADOLANCA, 1614

6 Hobart Street NW S Zachary Burt| 2/21/25

< Ellvsrogreso, 3158 Mount Pleasant Street N Zachary Burt| 2/21/25
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Kenesaw Apartment House, 3060"16
8 Street NW SW | Zachary Burt| 2/21/25
La Esquina at Mount Pleasant and Kenyg
9 Streets NW NW | Zachary Burt| 2/21/25
Lamont Park from Intersection of Mount
10 Pleasant and Lamont Streets NW NW | Zachary Burt) 2/21/25
Los Primos Signage Abo&idewalk, 3170
11 Mount Pleasant Street NW NW | Zachary Burt] 2/21/25
Pan American Laundry, 3127 Mount
12 Pleasant Street NW N Zachary Burt| 2/21/25
13 Sacred Heart School, 1625 Park Road N\ NE | Zachary Burt| 2/24/25
The MonsenoRomero Apartments, 3145
14 Mount Pleasant Street NW SE | Zachary Burt] 2/24/25
15 Eastside of 3200 Block of Mount Pleasan SE | zachary Burt| 2/21/25

Street NW
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Photo 1 of 15
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Photo 4 of 1
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2 [/

Photo 5 of 15
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Photo 6 of 15
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P

Photo 7o0f1
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