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How did we do?

This implementation report measures the collective
success of many groups and individuals in advancing
the benefits of historic preservation in the District of
Columbia over the past five years.

The report shows more specifically what has been
accomplished under the goals and objectives of the
2025 DC Historic Preservation Plan, Celebrating Our
Diversity, approved by the National Park Service in 2021.
The evaluation records preservation accomplishments
from January 2021 through December 2025.

What'’s in this report

These first two pages give an overall view with a few
standout achievements. The two sections that follow
give more detail, keyed to the format of the 2025 Plan in
Chapter 5 (Goals, Objectives and Actions, pages 65-77)
and Chapter 6 (Implementation, pages 79-87):

@® Accomplishments by goal page 3 .
@® Accomplishments in detail page 5 .

Give us your feedback

This report is a tool to help prepare for an updated 2030

DC Historic Preservation Plan for the upcoming five years.

We are interested in receiving comments on this report
and ideas for the updated plan being drafted in 2026.
All are welcome to participate.

The report and many of the projects mentioned were
produced with assistance from the Historic Preservation
Fund, administered by the National Park Service (NPS),
US Department of the Interior. Any opinions, findings,
and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this
material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Department of the Interior.
Please contact the DC Historic Preservation Office (HPO)
by phone or email for comments or questions.

website: www.preservation.dc.gov
email:  historic.preservation@dc.gov
phone: 202-442-7600

District of Cotumbia@h

Issued April 2026 Office of Planning ii’

2025 preservation plan goals
Recognizing Historic Resources

A1 Explore new perspectives

AZ Evaluate resources in context
A3 Designate significant properties
Engaging Communities

B1 Tell community stories

Bz Speak out for preservation

B3 Advance archaeology

Improving Protections

c1 Conserve neighborhoods
cz Improve preservation systems

c3 Diversify preservation strategies

Maintaining Our Heritage

D1 Practice sustainable urbanism

DZ Reuse, adapt and enhance

D3 Preserve campuses and landscapes
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National Trust for Historic Preservation’s HOPE Crew conducting archaeological remote sensing at Georgetown’s Female Union Band Cemetery, a landmark of Black history

. L
National World War | Memorial, National Park Service
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Significant achievements

The results of this retrospective confirm that the DC
historic preservation program, its public and non-profit
partners, and many property owners recorded significant
achievements as measured under the goals and targets
of the 2025 Preservation Plan. These include:
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@ Some progress on 90% of the action items;

"y BLACK LIVES MATTER

@ A high success rate on objectives formulated with
well-defined targets; and

The Queer Capital:
Historic LGBTQ Spaces

@ Less success on other objectives due to resource limits, In Washingtun, DC
THE WomeN's SuFFRAGE MOVEMENT IN

construction delays, or shifting priorities. D ARCHAEOLDGCY MONTH _. WasHinGToN, DC: 1848-1973

the bottom line

One way to measure how much was achieved
under the 2025 Preservation Plan is to tally

how many of the 159 targeted actions were
completed in full or in part. Although just a rough
measurement, this calculation gives a general
idea of how much progress was made toward
meeting the plan’s goals.

This overall analysis of targeted actions shows:

Chinese Americans in the
District of Columbia Since 1851

more than 1/2 fully or nearly completed

more than 3/4 some notable progress made

Ealry Farm Dwellmgs

Black History Sites: Washington, DC

Explore and learn about the people, places and events that

have shaped the history and culture of the nation's capatal.

D % Completed I Histork Prowrvathon “IT'hr. |H EHThw of Plansiog

D % Nearly Completed D % Limited Progress
D % Partially Completed D % Not Undertaken

The Lating Community
in Washington, DC

Clockwise from top left, an assortment of products from HPO diversity initiatives: Black Lives Matter informational markers; five StoryMaps exploring the District’s cultural
diversity; an expanded source of information on DC's Black history, incorporating the 2001 African American Heritage Trail; an introduction to the commemorative historic
landmark in Kalorama Park, a site of enslavement; and two historic context studies documenting aspects of DC cultural history and identifying associated sites.




Accomplishments by goal

Many organizations and individuals in the District of Columbia participated in achieving the goals of the 2025 Historic
Preservation Plan. This overview gives a brief look at some of the most notable success stories.

AT Explore new perspectives
l OBJECTIVE

Broaden public awareness of DC historic sites,
including new perspectives on DC history and
culture.

OUTCOME: OPENING WINDOWS AND MINDS

Five in-depth studies narrate the history of DC’s
Chinese, Korean, and Latino communities, and
how the Women'’s Suffrage and Black Power
movements changed people’s lives. These
compelling stories can now be explored online.

A2 Evaluate resources in context
l OBJECTIVE

Identify historic resources by comparative
evaluation and analysis, using survey data, historic
context studies, and new research.

OUTCOME: STORIES OF A CULTURAL MOSAIC

The five DC cultural diversity studies allowed
planners to identify key sites that best embody

and commemorate DC’s rich history and heritage.

The Ward 2 heritage guide completed the series
and gives residents a multi-faceted look at the
District’s civic core, commercial downtown, and
nearby neighborhoods.

A3 Designate significant properties
l OBJECTIVE

Conduct an understandable designation process
with clear priorities that promote predictabilty for
owners and communities.

OUTCOME: HISTORIC DIVERSITY RECOGNIZED

Twenty new and updated historic landmarks
showcase the diversity of the District’s social
and cultural history and protect sites from
civic buildings to single homes. An expanded
Anacostia historic district includes notable
reminders of its longtime institutions.

Ward 2 Heritage Guide

US Naval Observatory Historic District, designated 2023

BT Tell community stories
l OBJECTIVE

Strengthen programs and partnerships that
engage the public in exploring community history
and places of significance.

OUTCOME: REVIVAL AFTER A PANDEMIC

DC’s history organizations reconnected with an
eager public in newly renovated facilities and
expanded engagement platforms online. The
DC History Conference and new websites on DC
Black History Sites, 20th Century Civil Rights, and
Mapping Segregation helped meet a growing
demand for daylighting structural racism.

B2 Speak out for preservation
l OBJECTIVE

Increase public advocacy for historic preservation
and cultural heritage programs.

OUTCOME: UNPRECEDENTED CHALLENGES

DC’s preservation groups reached out to a wide
public audience and advocated for preservation
as an economic benefit, revitalization tool, and
smart climate resilience strategy. In the face of
unprecedented challenges, community leaders
filed suit to compel compliance with established
preservation laws.

B3 Advance archaeology
l OBJECTIVE

Advance the benefits of archaeology as a civic
responsibility and source of knowledge and
inspiration about DC history and culture.

OUTCOME: CURATION ARCHIVE COMES ALIVE

HPO'’s archaeology team celebrated decades of
planning by assembling dozens of disbursed
artifact collections, preparing their contents, and
transferring hundreds of boxes for curation at
MLK Library. Discovery of unrecorded burials in
Georgetown made news, as public archaeology
programs continued to inspire kids, scholars, and
history buffs all across the District.

i~ L
Mapping Segregation in Washington, DC

Stewardship i
Climate Action

Anacostia River Festival, 2024



CT Conserve neighborhoods
l OBJECTIVE

Conserve and enhance the character of DC
neighborhoods while discouraging incompatible
development.

B OUTCOME: GUIDING CORRIDORS AND DOWNTOWN

Planners and communities worked together

to revitalize community main streets and
downtown, tackling both longstanding and new
challenges. A community-based proposal with
broad support from neighborhood groups led to
expansion of the Anacostia historic district and
design guidelines for its commercial corridors.

Thurgood Marshall Academy, Anacostia Historic District Expansion

Q2 Improve preservation systems
l OBJECTIVE

Maintain an open and effective public review
process for private and government projects
affecting historic properties.

- OUTCOME: AGENCIES WORKING AS A TEAM

The work of preservation involves multiple DC
agencies, and team efforts continue to improve.
Clockwork coordination on modernizing historic
public schools has yielded consistently impressive
results. A more focused Department of Buildings
manages smoother permit reviews and more
effective sharing of responsibility for building
code enforcement in historic districts.

QG Diversify preservation strategies
- OBJECTIVE

Encourage preservation through multiple strategies
suitable to current challenges and flexible enough
to anticipate future opportunities.

- OUTCOME: TAILORED TOOLS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS

Successful preservation was recorded in many
ways: engaging residents in memorials to honor
local leaders, issuing specialized guidelines,
making homeowner grants work for an iconic
apartment building, and saving a beloved

but nearly collapsed community landmark for
conversion to affordable housing.

Connecticut Avenue Development Guidelines

Smothers School Historic Landmark and Addition

D7 Practice sustainable urbanism
l OBJECTIVE

Reinforce the goals of preservation through
policies and programs that support resilience and
sustainable growth.

O OUTCOME: MILESTONES MARKED FOR THE FUTURE

DC planners added resilience planning

zones to the Comprehensive Plan. Disaster
preparedness advanced, and the Tidal Basin
Initiative envisioned its long-range future. HPO
worked with environmental planners to adopt
an updated sustainability guide as reinvestment

in historic streets, alleys, and transit sustained 'ﬂ.‘ﬁ @
essential public infrastructure.

Disaster Resilbence Plan for Historkc Resounces

Disaster Resilience Plan

2 Reuse, adapt and enhance
l OBJECTIVE

Preserve historic properties through sensitive
rehabilitation and adaptation for current use.

- OUTCOME: POLISHED AND VIBRANT NEW PLACES

District real estate developers and housing
providers used ingenuity and collaboration

to adapt historic properties, enhance existing
communities, and shape new ones at Union
Market, Walter Reed, and St. Elizabeths. Critical
public and corporate funding has boosted
rehabilitation of affordable housing and
restoration of iconic historic landmarks.

D3 Preserve campuses and landscapes
l OBJECTIVE

Protect and sustain historic and cultural landscapes
through sensitive management, planning, and
development.

- OUTCOME: NEW VITALITY FOR HISTORIC PLACES

Many stewards have brought new uses and
renewed vitality to the District’s institutional
campuses. Updated master plans have seeded
new communities anchored by historic resources.
An ambitious, people-centered recreation plan
will now guide one of the nation’s best park
systems for the next two decades.

DC Parks and Recreation Master Plan

City Ridge, @Maxwell MacKenzie




Accomplishments in detail

For each of the objectives in the 2025 Preservation Plan,
there were specific action targets by year. This section
identifies how well those targets were met.

Some actions targeted for 2025 will be retained in the
updated 2030 plan, along with new ideas. Comments and
suggestions are welcome! Contacts are on page 1.

D Accomplishments
D Were Targets Met?
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CHIHESE AMERICANS IN WASHINGTON, D.C.:

FUNDING FOR DIVERSITY STUDIES

Support for SHPO and DCPL diversity
studies came from these partners:

National Park Service

@ Priority Objectives and Actions A HISTORIC CONTEXT STUDY 2020 Chinese/Korean Heritage  $40,000
pe % 2020 Black Power Context $50,000
2021 Women’s Suffrage $50,000
LIST OF PRESERVATION ACRONYMS 2022 Black Women'’s Suffrage  $50,000
DCPL  DC Preservation League 2022 Latino Heritage $50,000
HD Historic District 2023 Black Affordable Housing  $70,000
HPO  Historic Preservation Office 2024 Black Architects MPD $75,000
HPRB  Historic Preservation Review Board 2024 DC Schools Desegregation $75,000
MPD  Multiple Property Documentation Form
NHL National Historic Landmark National Trust for Historic Preservation
NPS National Park Service 2022 Black Lives Matter $5,000
NR National Register of Historic Places
NTHP  National Trust for Historic Preservation Total $465,000
SHPO  State Historic Preservation Officer
Goal | Action Agent ‘ Objective or Action ‘ Accomplished by 2025 ‘ Were Targets Met? ‘ Rollover to the 2030 Plan
Explore New Perspectives

Broaden public awareness of DC historic sites, including new perspectives on DC history and culture

[ ) HPO, NPS, non-
profit partners,
and contractors

Exploring Diversity: Expand thematic
studies of neglected or underrepresented
aspects of the District’s social heritage
and multiple ethnicities.

HPO and partner DCPL completed five NPS-funded historic context studies of Women'’s
Suffrage, the Black Power movement, and Chinese, Korean, and Latino heritage. HPO also
used National Trust funds to complete a narrative History of Resistance at Lafayette Square
including the Black Lives Matter Movement, and DC funds to document the 1897 visit to
Washington by Queen Liliuokalani to advance the cause of Hawaiian independence. NPS
awarded grants for studies of African American affordable housing and Black Women's
Suffrage, now ongoing.

Targets were signficantly exceeded,
though funding for a Filipino historic
context was not obtained.

Continue funded projects including
Housing Black Washington and Black
Women'’s Suffrage. Pursue a historic
context study on US annexations of
Hawaii, the Philippines, and other
Pacific islands as they affected
Washington, DC.

®  HPO, community

Exploring Neighborhoods: Gather,

HPO updated DC HistoryQuest with historic subdivisions and identification of clustered

Targets were partially met and workis = Continue to develop neighborhood

preservation
groups, scholars,
and community
partners

knowledge and increase appreciation
of DC's oldest and newest buildings
of historic, architectural, or cultural
significance.

to inform sensitive restoration of its major spaces. HPO and the owner of Georgetown’s
Yellow Tavern confirmed through research that it could not have been a tavern, leading
HPRB to revoke its 1964 landmark designation. Designation of the James Sherwood house
(1886) and nomination of the Richard Jones house (c. 1850) highlighted early farmhouses.

HPO’s Mid-Century Neighborhoods Tour featured modernist buildings in Chevy Chase,
Crestwood, Eastland Gardens, Forest Hills, Hillcrest, Michigan Park, North Portal, and
Palisades. Historic designations of the Union Market Llttle Tavern, Euram Building, and

office buildings in the Southwest Federal Center brought attention to significant Modernism.

groups, and research, and document histories of DC development. The Office of Planning (OP) updated DC PropertyQuest to show conservation ongoing. histories.

preservation neighborhoods to understand how all DC =~ easements and contracted for five neighborhood histories of Fairlawn, Eastland Gardens, Further DCFACES research was not Compile a bibliography of local
partners communities began and evolved. Trinidad, Brookland, and Shepherd Park, for use in online StoryMaps. pursued. history resources by neighborhood.
HPO, DC’s Oldest and Newest: Expand The Smithsonian and HPO consulted intensively on documenting the evolution of the Castle | Targets were partially met. Explore ways to continue in-depth

Given other priorities, there was
limited progress on in-depth research
on pre-1865 buildings.

research on pre-1865 buildings.




Action Agent

\ Objective or Action

Evaluate Resources in Context

\ Accomplished by 2025

Identify historic resources by comparative evaluation and analysis, using survey data, historic context studies, and new research

\ Were Targets Met?

\ Rollover to the 2030 Plan

[ HPO and Eligible Properties: Increase public Noteworthy properties were identified in the Ward 2 heritage guide, which gives residents Targets were met. Use the updated series of
preservation awareness of noteworthy properties an in-depth look at the national civic core, downtown, and communities from Chinatown community heritage guides and a
partners that may be eligible for designation, to Georgetown. The overall evaluation of DC government properties was completed. Full DC historic resources map to provide

especially those that tell stories of determinations of eligibility addressed Burroughs and Seton schools, the Union Station more detailed infomation about
underrepresented communities. complex and rail extensions, military campuses, railroad bridges, and many other sites. eligible and notable properties.

[ ) HPO and Community Heritage Guides: The Ward 2 heritage guide completed the series of eight ward guides. HPO began work Targets were met. Complete a series of 12 community
community Complete the series of ward heritage on an updates series of community heritage guides to develop a comparable baseline of heritage guides.
partners guides identifying historic resources evaluation for all areas of the District. The new guides are defined by coherent geographical

and preservation issues, and update the areas rather than ward boundaries, which change over time and do not always reflect
guides by ward or planning area. historical development patterns. The new guides will align with a comprehensive map of
the District’s historic resources and communities.
HPO DC Inventory of Historic Sites: Presenta = Significant work was accomplished on DC government and neigborhood sections of the Some progress was made on the Complete a revised and easily

A3

more vivid story of DC’s historic resources
in a 50th anniversary edition of the DC
Inventory of Historic Sites, making it more
useful as a planning document.

Designate Significant Properties

Inventory. A draft section on cemeteries was also completed. Further work on the Inventory
was deferred to focus on preparation of the new series of community heritage guides and
the interactive GIS map of historic resources in all eight wards.

Conduct an understandable designation process with clear priorities that promote predictabilty for owners and communities

targets.

updatable version of the DC
Inventory of Historic Sites.

Community and
OwWner sponsors,
HPO, and HPRB

Underrepresented Communities:
Diversify listings in the DC Inventory to
better reflect the full story of the District’s
culture and heritage.

HPO historic context studies supported eight new and five updated DC Inventory listings:
for LGBTQ, All Saints Church and Annie’s restaurant; for Women'’s Suffrage, the Shackelton
and Reyes de Veyra houses, Wheatley YWCA, and Women's Party headquarters; for Chinese
heritage, On Leong headquarters and the Old Legation; for Korean heritage, the Old
Legation; and for Latino heritage, Rosemount, the Latin American Youth Center, and Mount
Pleasant HD. DCPL’s Black Power Movement historic context and African American 20th
Century Civil Rights MPD led to NR listings of the Pride headquarters and Slowe Elementary.
Other Black history listings included Nannie Helen Burroughs School, Meriwether Home,
Nixon-Mounsey House, St. Joseph’s Seminary, Seafarer’s Yacht Club, and Buchanan School/
Peterbug Academy. DCPL obtained a new NPS grant to study Black architects and builders.

Targets were mostly met.
Designation of the Hurd House on
Bryant Street in the Bloomingdale
HD was not pursued due to owner
objection.

Complete the multiple property
National Register documentation
on DC buildings by Black architects
and builders. Nominate NHL listings
of the Frances Perkins House and
Federation of Women'’s Clubs to the
DC Inventory.

ANC and Community Landmarks: Identify New civic landmarks are six schools (Coolidge, Eastern, Francis, Jefferson, Slowe, Smothers, Targets were largely met. Complete designation of the
community significant public and private properties and Randle Highlands), Southeast Library, and the 12th Precinct Police Station. remaining eligible DC High Schools
sponsors, HPO, in DC neighborhoods, and pursue (Anacostia, Banneker, McKinley).
and HPRB priority designations with community Community landmarks include the Buzzard Point power plant, National Geographic Society
involvement. headquarters and warehouse, institutions (the Episcopal Home, Holy Name College, Marist

College, and Church of Scientology headquarters), savings banks (in Northeast and Chevy

Chase), gathering places (Uptown Theater, Annie’s, and the Union Market Little Tavern), and

residences (the Colony Hill HD, Hampshire Apartments, and the Swedish Ambassador’s, J.J.

Earley, and Bazelon-McGovern houses).
Owner and Downtown: Complete historiclandmark = The Ward 2 Heritage guide identified properties eligible for designation in downtown and Targets were partially met. Act on pending designations for

preservation
group sponsors,
HPO, and HPRB

and historic district designations in the
old downtown.

adjacent neighborhoods. The Lafayette Square HD was expanded and the Euram Building at
Dupont Circle was designated, but there were no designations in the old downtown.

Judiciary Square HD and Chinatown
expansion of the Downtown HD.

Federal agencies,
HPRB, and SHPO

Federal Properties: Nominate eligible
federal buildings, parks, and districts to
the National Register, with concurrent
nominations to the DC Inventory.

New listings are the National WWI Memorial, US Naval Observatory HD, NPS Mission 66 MPD,
Wilbur and Orville Wright buildings, and Hubert Humphrey building; updated listings are
the Lafayette Square HD, Lockkeeper’s House, Bulfinch Gates, Main Agriculture, and Museum
of Natural History. The Federal Reserve completed NR documentation of its main building,
and the Secretary of the Interior designated four NHLs (National Archives, Pan American
Union, and two DC LGBTQ landmarks—The Furies Collective and Slowe-Burrill House).

Targets were partially met.

The US Park Police and National
Capital Region Headquarters
buildings will be submitted to the NR
once rehabilitations are complete.

Continue new and updated listings
of eligible federal properties in the
DC Inventory and NR, with Anacostia
Park, Civil War Defenses/Fort Circle
Parks, and Navy Yard update as
priorities.




Washington History Magazine

Hillcrest x Woodridge Neighborhood History Project
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Legacy Business Program

2022 Day of Archaeology

Columbia Heights Ed Campus Student Poster on River Terrace Site

Action Agent

Objective or Action

Tell Community Stories

Accomplished by 2025

Were Targets Met?

Rollover to the 2030 Plan

Strengthen programs and partnerships that engage the public in exploring community history and places of significance.

Historical and
preservation
groups, non-
profits, and
individuals

DC History Programs: Sustain programs
that engage the public through exhibits,
conferences, journals, oral histories,
heritage trails, markers, tours, and other
educational activities.

The DC History Center relaunched the DC History Conference as a free community-driven
event at MLK Library attracting 1,000 attendees year after year, established a robust K-12
local history program, became the DC affiliate for the National History Day student research
contest, and unveiled Class Action: Education and Opportunity in the Nation’s Capital,
highlighting Black excellence in education. HPO launched Black History Sites: Washington,
DC, incorporating two earlier trails, and supported Mapping Segregation DC with $79,000 to
acquire 250,000 deeds, search for restrictive covenants, and map the results. HPO's Black
Lives Matter study created three commemorative markers, with the first installed at Asbury
Methodist Church. Humanities DC sustained an active grants program with an average

of 25 community heritage and oral history projects, 20 festivals, 5 films, and a community
showcase annually. Empower DC, the DC Legacy Project, and National Trust produced the
award-winning film Barry Farm: Community, Land and Justice in Washington, DC.

Targets were met.

Non-profits, HPO,
and partners

Heritage Partnerships: Strengthen
collaborative partnerships among the
SHPO and non-profit organizations.

The DC History Center engaged the community with a multi-faceted program on the theme
“connect, empower, and inspire.” It partnered with HPO to support contracted archaeology
and data management services for HPO's online GIS applications, ten StoryMaps, and other
projects. Among many examples, the center also collaborated with the DC Public Library
and Public Library Foundation on the Hillcrest x Woodridge neighborhood history project.
The library’s website now gives access to collections of the Oral History Collaborative.

Targets were mostly met.
Implementation of the DC Cultural
Plan did not proceed as anticipated.

Non-profits, History Online: Expand access to Many websites expanded greatly--notably the DC Public Library making the People’s Archive = Targets were largely met. Complete the Mapping Segregation
historical groups,  internet information on DC history collections accessible on DigDC, the DC Preservation League adding to its DC Historic DCPL made progress in digitizing its project.
and HPO through improved websites and mobile Sites app, and the DC History Center with a lavish new website. The Cultural Landscape photo archives. Continue digitization of DCPL
phone applications. Foundation expanded the database and maps on its website, including The Modernist photographic archives.
Landscapes of Washington, DC and its What’s Out There guide to DC. Washington History Continue to explore management of
magazine published twice a year. Streets of Washington, the Historic Washington DC listserv, large-scale digital collections.
H-DC, and other non-profits continued to offer history profiles and information online.
Public and Learning Centers: Reshape modernized Public archives at MLK Library, DC History Center, National Archives, and other facilities Targets were met.

private libraries
and archives

libraries and archives as active centers for
learning about DC history.

reopened after COVID restrictions. The National Building Museum, District Architecture
Center, and others resumed active programming. Founders Library at Howard Univerity
reopened in 2025 after a full renovation. Plans for a new DC Archives at UDC were
completed and the project was fully funded for construction.




Action Agent

Objective or Action

Speak Out for Preservation

Accomplished by 2025

Increase public advocacy for historic preservation and cultural heritage programs.

Were Targets Met?

Rollover to the 2030 Plan

o Heritage and Public Dialogue: Engage in constructive = After its 50th anniversary celebration in 2021, the DC Preservation League sustained public Targets were met.
preservation debate about preservation values and discussion of preservation issues in dozens of events including webinars, panel discussions,
groups with HPO | ideas for innovation, through public film screenings, site tours, and StoryMaps linked to their DC Historic Sites app. In 2026,

programs and multiple media. DCPL pursued a study of the economic, social, and equity benefits and impacts of historic
preservation. Commemorative naming of public schools and other DC facilities advanced
with the DCFACES project (examples are Jackson-Reed, Dorothy I. Height, and Shirley
Chisholm schools).

( Individuals, Preservation Networks: Strengthen Active advocacy groups included DCPL, the Committee of 100, Preservation Action, National = Targets were partially met. An annual
preservation advocacy networks that promote the Trust, LEnfant Trust, Art Deco Society, Cultural Landscape Foundation, Latrobe Chapter Historic Preservation Community Day
groups, civic benefits of historic preservation and = of the Society of Architectural Historians, Docomomo US/DC, and many neighborhood was not pursued as anticipated.
and media community heritage programs. organizations. DCPL and the National Trust joined in taking legal action to ensure

participants

compliance with preservation laws and required authorizations. The Historic Districts
Coalition resumed regular meetings, conducted outreach activities, and supported
preservation programs in testimony to the DC Council.

Individuals,
preservation
groups and non-
profits

The Greenest Building: Make the
case for preservation as a climate crisis
strategy for retaining embodied energy
and reducing carbon footprint.

DCPL promoted the idea that “the greenest building is the one that’s already built” in its
Stewardship for Climate Action programs in 2022. In 2023, DCPL also launched a legacy
business program designed to raise awareness of and support longstanding DC businesses,
many of which operate in historic buildings.

Targets were met and amplified.

Establish new targets for the legacy
business program.

B3

Individuals,
preservation
groups and
community non-
profits

Community Action: Recognize and
protect significant community heritage
by preparing and sponsoring applications
to designate historic landmarks and
districts..

Advance Archaeology

Community sponsors submitted applications to expand the Anacostia HD and create new
districts in Park View and Chevy Chase. DCPL sponsored 28 designation applications, eight
with joint applicants. Other community groups submitted five applications and property
owners eight. Community representatives and the public also participated regularly at
HPRB meetings to give their views on proposed designations and building designs.

Advance the benefits of archaeology as a civic responsibility and source of knowledge and inspiration about DC history and culture

Targets were met.

HPO, DC Public Archaeology: Increase awareness = DC’s non-profit Archaeology in the Community continued the annual DC Day of Archaeology = Targets were partially met. Prepare and adopt new guidelines
® | government and appreciation of archaeology and festival each June (DC Archaeology Month, by mayoral proclamation), and hosted the for archaeological investigations in
and institutional its essential role in a more inclusive international Conference on Public Archaeology here in 2025. HPO organized a session DC.
partners understanding of our diverse history and panel on Recent Cemetery Protection Legislation: Why Now? Why Needed?, and joined in an
culture. MLK Library podcast, with local Native American Indian Chief Jesse Swan of the Piscataway
Conoy tribe, on the history of tribal sites in DC.
HPO, internsand  Artifact Curation: Prepare and transfer The DC archaeological curation facility was fully organized by 2021 and 136 collections in Targets were partially met and Engage a contractor for digitizing
®  volunteers DC archaeological collections for 540 containers were assembled and transferred after being assessed, inventoried, freeze- exceeded. collections and uploading to
curation according to federally mandated =~ fumigated, and quarantined. More than 1100 curation records were updated or generated. PastPerfect.
standards at the new consolidated facility = Digital catalogs were completed for collections generated since 2020 and will be added to
in MLK Library. the PastPerfect collections database once funding is secured.
HPO and Services and Information: Increase HPO monitored more than 400 government project applications annually for archaeological = Targets were partially met. Anonline  Convert the Washington
contractors public access to archaeological concerns, advised agency contacts, and supported emerging professionals with regular version of the HPO artifact catalog Underground website on downtown
information, and support DC agencies internships. New elevation change (cut-and-fill) models helped to expedite analysis of and addition of archaeological DC archaeology to an updated
with technical advice and archaeological archaeological potential. Discoveries of multiple undocumented, mostly African-American, resource information in the DC format.
review of government projects. burials in Georgetown raised significant ethical issues, led to interim protocols, and showed Inventory were deferred.
the need to adopt permanent rules and procedures.
HPO, DC Public Discovery Center: Envision and shape the| HPO worked with graduate students from four educational institutions to provide access to Targets were largely met. Exploration | Continue efforts to secure IMLS grant
Library, and future accessibility of the DC artifact center  collections for research and volunteer opportunities. HPO’s archaeology team participated of curation funding from the Institute ~ funding if available.

stakeholders

in ways that advance the community-
oriented mission of the new MLK Library.

in the annual DC History Conference at MLK library through papers, posters, the DC History
Network, and serving on the conference planning committee.

of Museum and Library Services
(IMLS) remains ongoing.




Action Agent

Objective or Action

Accomplished by 2025

Were Targets Met?

Rollover to the 2030 Plan

Conserve Neighborhoods

Improve access to well-organized planning information needed by community groups, businesses, and the public.

HPO, planners,
and community
partners

Planning for Neighborhoods: Update
the goals, policies, and recommended
actions in the major DC planning
documents that guide historic
preservation.

The 2025 preservation plan was drafted in 2021, submitted to NPS in January 2022, and
approved in April 2022. Revisions to the Comprehensive Plan preservation element, drafted
from 2016 to 2020, were adopted by the DC Council in 2021.

HPO participated in small area plans for Congress Heights (2022), Chevy Chase (2022),
Pennsylvania Avenue East (2023), lvy City (2024), and the Nannie Helen Burroughs Corridor
(2024). HPRB approved the community-based expansion of the Anacostia HD in 2021.

Targets were partially met.

Continue work on community
heritage guides and consider
community-based proposals for
historic districts in Park View and
Chevy Chase.

HPO, planners,
and community

Managing Growth: Encourage
compatible development that recognizes

HPO and OP planners coordinated on future planning studies for the North Capitol
Crossroads reimagining (2023), Downtown housing conversion (2023), New York Avenue

Targets were largely met.
Modification of raze application

partners the critical need for compromise as vision framework (2023), Wisconsin Avenue development framework (2024), Columbia requirements to reduce substantial
expressed in the DC guiding principles for = Heights/Mount Pleasant public realm vision framework (2025), and Southwest Federal demolition without ANC notice was
successful neighborhoods. Center vision plan (2025). not addressed.
HPO and Affordable Housing: Expand HPO obtained an NPS grant to study the history of affordable housing, with a focus on the Targets were partially met. Work Complete the Housing Black
preservation appreciation of existing affordable District’s African American community. Sumultaneous analysis of DC’s existing stock of continues with an ongoing research Washington study.
partners housing as a sustainable asset whose affordable housing types, facilitated by DC HistoryQuest, included small rowhouses, alley and documentation project.
history can inform new affordable dwellings, flats, sanitary housing, walkup apartments, bungalows, planned communities,
initiatives. and public housing.
Planners, Main Streets: Attract compatible new HPO provided historic resource analysis and staff support for the Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Targets were met.
developers, development to neighborhood main New York Avenue NE, Rhode Island Avenue NE, Wisconsin Avenue, and Connecticut Avenue
and community streets to strengthen vibrancy and studies. HPO and OP planners jointly prepared the Connecticut Avenue Development
partners enhance historic features. Guidelines adopted by HPRB in 2023.

Improve Preservation Systems

Maintain an open and effective public review process for private and government projects affecting historic properties.

HPO, DCRA, and
agency partners
with ANCs and
community
groups

Private Property Reviews: Enhance
online submission and review
mechanisms developed during the
pandemic to ensure a permanently
sustainable review system.

HPRB continued to hold its regular monthly meeting via WebEXx, for reasons of efficiency, the
visual clarity of presentation materials, and convenience of access for participants and the
public. Other improvements included streamlined public notice procedures and an online
payment system with automatic invoicing of fees for filing.

Targets were met.

HPO and HPRB

Preservation Law Compliance: Improve
programs that combat blight and
neglect, stop illegal construction, and
ensure compliance with issued permits.

The DC Department of Buildings (DOB) was established in 2022 with a more focused
responsibility and mandate to improve customer service. HPO’s compliance efficiency
improved especially with third-party inspections, and delays in adjudication were reduced
with abated COVID conditions. Continued coordination with DOB on refinement of
enforcement protocols and inter-agency communications is ongoing.

Targets were partially met and
partially redirected to consolidate
inspections, building code
enforcement, and adjudication
within DOB.

Protect Slater and Langston schools
from deterioration and advance
their proposed rehabilitation for
housing.

HPO and DC DC Government Stewardship: Increase Evaluation of DC government properties for historic eligibility was completed. DC agencies Targets were largely met. Work Include designated and eligible

agencies appreciation of the District government’s | routinely adapted historic landmarks and eligible properties with sensitivity to their historic =~ continues with an ongoing GIS District government properties in
historic resources and use exemplary character, in both rehabilitation and additions. Notable projects included Reservoir Park mapping project. the new DC historic resources map
civic architecture as a model for and Recreation Center, Southeast Library, multiple schools and recreation facilities, and the and DC Inventory
community development. DDOT materials testing lab at McMillan Reservoir.

HPO, CFA, and Government Project Reviews: Improve The DDOT-SHPO project review agreement was updated in 2021 and the expedited service Targets were met.

agency partners

mechanisms to deliver timely and
effective reviews of government projects.

agreement continued, with monthly meetings. Graffiti removal protocols and training for
DC maintenance divisions were done in 2022. HPO and DC Public Schools collaborated
routinely on facility renovations, with quarterly meetings including Commission of Fine Arts
staff. Historic landmark designations for modernized facilities were done by consensus.

HPO added staff capacity and improved delivery of services to other agencies with a new
archaeologist position in 2023.




MAMNMIE HELEM
BEURROUGHS
CORRIDOR

vy
CITY

SMALL AREA
FLAN

CONGRESS 1,
HEIGHTS

CHASE

SMALL AREA PLAN 4

Historic Resources Addressed in OP Small Area Plans

PENMSYLVANIA
AVENUE EAST

¥

=
]

7
e

BALVARE | FEUSE 6D PORCH
COLUMMG AND BRLACKETS. TTR.

Goal

\ Objective or Action
Diversify Preservation Strategies

Action Agent

\ Accomplished by 2025

Use all available tools to support preservation efforts and discourage incompatible development in DC neighborhoods.

Were Targets Met?

Rollover to the 2030 Plan

® DCagencies, Heritage Awareness: Expand OP reactivated the Commemorative Works Committee in 2024, producing four design Targets were partially met.
civic leaders,and | appreciation of historic resources in all concepts that year, and developing two memorials, to Sterling Brown and Calvin and Implementation of the DC Cultural
partners DC communities, including those not Wilhelmina Rolark, in 2025. HPO coordinated with the committee’s work. New historic Plan and a revived Art on Call project
protected by designation. district signage was installed in Bloomingdale and Kingman Park, with selective did not proceed as anticipated.
replacements in other districts. The African American heritage trail was incorporated into
the expanded Black History Sites website launched in 2025.
Civic leaders, Voluntary Preservation: Strengthen The L'Enfant Trust completed affordable rehabilitations of three houses in the Anacostia Targets were partially met. Complete rehabilitation of 1220 and
planners, DC and diversify incentives to preserve older | historic district. With major support from HUD Community Project Funding, the National 1225 Maple View Place SE.
agencies, and buildings and historic resources not Trust, and the 1772 Foundation, the L'Enfant Trust finished structural analysis and planned
non-profits protected by designation. the restoration of the dilapidated duplex known as “Big Green” for affordable housing.
Three projects seeking federal preservation tax credits produced 338 new and rehabilitated
affordable housing units. Twenty owners submitted applications to certify historic
homes for conservation easements. In 2021, trainees in the National Trust’s Hands-On
Preservation Experience (HOPE) Crew program learned non-invasive survey and headstone
documentation techniques at Georgetown’s Female Union Band Cemetery, under the
guidance of an archaeological remote sensing team from Ohio Valley Archaeology.
HPO, HPRB, Design Guidelines: Maintain and Connecticut Avenue development guidelines were approved by HPRB in 2023, and Targets were partially met. Prepare guidelines for alley buildings
urban designers, = expand design guidelines to shape Anacostia Commercial Corridor guidelines in 2025. Design guidelines for Colony Hill, the in historic districts and update or
and planners compatible development in historic only new historic district, were approved concurrently with its designation in 2021. replace HPRB’s 1997 guidelines.
districts and targeted planning areas.
HPO, OP, and Envisioning the Future: Prepare for Planning updates in 2021 allowed more density in some areas, leading to more demolition Targets were met.
community renewal of the planning documents and sometimes awkward or incompatible infill buildings. Climate change and other
stakeholders that establish preservation policies and challenges outlined in the 2025 preservation plan helped to inform draft policies and text
strategies for the future. for the new DC 2050 plan, as did the successes cited in this accomplishments report.




Goal

Action Agent

Objective or Action

Practice Sustainable Urbanism

Accomplished by 2025

Reinforce the goals of preservation through policies and programs that support resilience and sustainable growth.

Were Targets Met?

Rollover to the 2030 Plan

HSEMA, FEMA,
HPO, and
property owners

Resilience Planning: Incorporate
historic resource protection into
preparedness planning for emergencies,
disasters, and climate change.

Identification of historic resources in flood zones and an updated FEMA programmatic
agreement were completed in 2021. The Disaster Resilience Plan for Historic Resources was
completed in 2022 as an appendix to the 2025 preservation plan. Seawall changes were
evaluated in planning for West Potomac Park and Poplar Point.

Targets were met.

Update the Disaster Resilience Plan
for the 2030 Preservation Plan.

Non-profits, Climate Action: Ensure that preservation | DCPL presented its Stewardship for Climate Action program in 2022. DOEE completed Targets were met.
DOEE, HPO and policies support green practices, and the DC Priority Climate Action Plan, which addresses both existing and new buildings, in
planners advance preservation of usable building 2024. Work continued on the Climate Ready DC 2.0 plan. HPRB updated sustainability and
stock as a climate action strategy. neighborhood guidelines to ensure consistency and to reflect citywide policy encouraging
solar installations.
Planners, Walkable DC: Expand walkability and OP launched its Streets for People grant program in 2022, supporting more than 200 events Targets were partially met. Complete the Pennsylvania Avenue

developers and
HPO

bikeability by reconnecting historic
streets, enhancing Main Streets,
revitalizing alleys, and other strategies.

and leading to the Downtown DC Public Realm Plan in 2024. The reconnections of G and L
Streets NW were completed and the vision planning for Pennsylvania Avenue continued. OP
prepared for federal office dispositions with its Federal Center Southwest vision planning in
2025.

Initiative and Dupont Deckover.
Support plans to reintegrate federal
superblocks into the LEnfant street
network.

Transportation
agencies, HPO,
planners, and
developers

Historic Transit: Invest in the restoration,
revitalization, and enhancement of Union
Station, Metro, and other historic public
transportation facilities.

Reuse, Adapt, and Enhance

Consultation on the modernization and expansion of Union Station concluded with a multi-
party agreement in 2024. HPRB approved the plans for restoration and expansion of the
Northern Bus Garage. When construction is completed in 2027, the building will house the
first all-zero-emission bus fleet for Metro.

Preserve historic properties through sensitive rehabilitation and adaptation for current use.

Targets were partially met. WMATA
did not pursue historic preservation
agreements for the Metrorail system.

o Government National Treasures: Complete key NPS completed the World War | Memorial in 2024. Lincoln Memorial and C&O Canal projects = Targets were partially met. Complete Lincoln Memorial, C&O
owners, review improvements to national landmarks in will be finished in 2026, as will Smithsonian renovations of the Air & Space and Hirshhorn Canal, and Smithsonian renovations.
agencies, and preparation for the 250th anniversary of museums. Repairs continued on the Smithsonian Castle and Washington Cathedral. DCPL Continue Cathedral repairs as
non-profit the Declaration of Independence. used NPS grants to update documentation of the Howard Theatre and upgrade its climate funding permits.
partners control systems. National Trust funds helped Asbury United Methodist Church to restore its Continue planning for the White

facades. House and future museums.

o Property owners, | Major Opportunity Sites: Implement Reservoir Park and recreation center opened at McMillan Reservoir in 2024 and new Targets were met. Complete the Poplar Point master

developers, and
review agencies

master plans for redevelopment of large
underutilized historic sites to provide
new housing, jobs, and amenities.

townhomes in 2025, with construction continuing. There was substantial development
at Saint Elizabeths East, Union Market, and Walter Reed, with parts of those sites reaching
buildout.

Numerous infill projects proceeded at large vacant sites, especially in the Anacostia, Mount
Vernon Square, Takoma Park, and U Street historic districts. Other large development sites
included the large parcel beside the Wardman Park Annex in Woodley Park, and the City
Ridge project adjacent to the former Fannie Mae headquarters on Wisconsin Avenue.

plan.
Complete RFK Stadium by 2030.

Housing
providers, DC
agencies, and
HPO

Affordable Housing: Increase
rehabilitation of historic and older
buildings for affordable housing.

OP’s historic homeowner program granted $1.3 million to 61 qualified owners of historic
homes. This included 31 homeowners at the Kenesaw Apartments, which was also assisted
by an additional $1.5 million in local rehabilitation funds. Eligibility for the grant program
expanded citywide and grant allowances were increased to reflect increased construction
costs. Predevelopment loans have worked well to help affordable providers in the
application process and the DC Housing Production Trust Fund continued as a primary
support for affordable rehabilitations.

Targets were largely met.

Owners, review
agencies, and
community
partners

Civic Places: Rehabilitate, restore, and
adapt the civic landmarks for revitalized
communities.

The Rubell Museum at Randall School opened in 2022, making it the centerpiece of a mixed-
use project with adjacent apartments. HPRB approved plans for the renovation of Crummell
School in 2025. Transfer of Slater and Langston schools to the development team selected in
2021 for conversion to affordable housing is anticipated in 2026.

Targets were partially met.

Complete renovations of Slater,
Langston, and Crummell schools.




Restored Balconies and Cornices at the Kenesaw

The Parks at Walter Reed

Woodlawn Cemetery

Goal

Action Agent

Objective or Action

Preserve Campuses and Landscapes

Accomplished by 2025

Protect and sustain historic and cultural landscapes through sensitive management, planning, and development.

Were Targets Met?

Rollover to the 2030 Plan

Universities,
federal owners,
and review
agencies with
HPO and OP

Campus Planning: Increase the
identification and preservation of historic
resources in campus master plans and on
institutional sites with significant open
landscape.

The SHPO coordinated with Howard, American, and Catholic universities to identify campus
areas eligible for historic designation. Implementation of the Georgetown campus plan
included Healy Hall and Lauinger Library renovations, new dormitories, and landscaping.
The Law Center residence hall at Gonzaga was completed in 2022.

Modernization of Founders Library at Howard was completed in 2025; plans for the Town
Center and new hospital are complete and awaiting construction. Fort McNair adopted a
master plan and design guidelines in 2023 after extensive SHPO comment. The campus
StoryMap for the Nannie Helen Burroughs School documents the history and development
of that institution.

Targets were partially met.

Designate identified historic areas of
the American, Catholic, and Howard
campuses. Expand HistoryQuest data
on campus buildings.

Property owners
and preservation
partners

Parks and Landscapes: Preserve and
enhance significant DC parks, landscapes
and green areas in public space.

NPS planned for rehabilitation of the Rock Creek Golf Course, consulted on demolition of
RFK stadium and Foundry Branch trestle, acted on wetlands management and restoration
of damaged natural resources in Fort Dupont and Anacostia parks, and completed a
development concept plan for the latter in 2025. DC DPR completed Ready2Play, the DC
parks master plan, in 2023; it lists and classifies all DC park lands and potential future sites.

Targets were partially met. NPS
continued to seek funding for
rehabilitation of Carter Barron
Amphitheater.

Begin documenting NPS reservations
outside the L'Enfant Plan.

HPO, OP, and L'Enfant Plan: Increase understanding HPO continued to pursue GIS mapping of the LEnfant Plan and is including its elements in Limited progress was made on the Complete GIS mapping of the

NPS and ensure full protection of LEnfant’s the DC historic resources map due for completion in 2026. targets. L'Enfant Plan and update of its
1791 Plan of the City of Washington. documentation to NHL standards.

Cemetery Cemeteries: Increase recognition and NPS completed landscape improvements at Battleground National Cemetery. The DC Targets were partially met and Document cemeteries on the DC

owners, protection of significant DC cemeteries. Council enacted the Historic African American Burial Grounds Preservation Fund Act in exceeded with new legislation. historic resources map planned for

advocates, and
review agencies

2025, creating an HPO program to help repair historic cemeteries. HPO awarded grants to
Woodlawn and Mt. Zion/FUBS cemeteries, and completed a draft section on cemeteries for
the DC Inventory.

completion in 2026.
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