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The Historic Preservation Office in the District of Columbia Office of Planning is pleased to report on the progress of the 
District’s preservation program during Fiscal Year 2021. Highlights of the year’s accomplishments include:

Supporting Communities
•	 Conducted a historic preservation survey and obtained 

comments on the draft 2025 DC Historic Preservation 
Plan, Celebrating Our Diversity (see page 1)

•	 Prepared the Ward 2 Heritage Guide and planned a 
new series of community guides (see page 2)

•	 Continued to explore stories of the District’s Asian and 
Pacific Islander heritage with partners DC Preservation 
League and the 1882 Foundation (see pages 2 and 9)

•	 Worked with 57 low- and moderate-income owners 
seeking funds to keep their historic homes in good 
repair, and awarded $225,000 in new grants (see page 3)

•	 Expended more than $170,000 in federal and local funds 
on public outreach programs and archaeological services 
(see page 4)

•	 Involved hundreds of District residents in planning, 
community outreach, and education programs (see 
page 5) 

•	 Expanded the District’s archaeology program through 
public education and site investigations (see pages 6-8)

Recognizing Our Heritage
•	 Launched a Kingman Park story map as part of the 

online 20th Century Civil Rights Tour (see page 9)

•	 Continued to document the women’s suffrage 
movement in Washington, with partners DC Preservation 
League and contractor Quinn Evans (see page 9)

•	 Designated eight new historic landmarks including civic 
buildings and sites of LGBTQ history (see pages 11-14)

•	 Approved a community-sponsored application to 
designate a Colony Hill historic district (see page 12)

•	 Nominated seven properties for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places and endorsed the National 
Historic Landmark designation of the Pan American 
Union (see page 15)

Encouraging Good Stewardship
•	 Reviewed more than 400 District agency projects, 

including school modernizations, transportation projects, 
and facilities on the St. Elizabeths campus (see page 17)

•	 Evaluated 66 determinations of National Register 
eligibility for properties under government agency 
review, including sites along the New York Avenue 
corridor (see page 20)

•	 Conducted more than 450 federal agency project 
reviews along the Mall, at military installations, and on 
the St. Elizabeths campus (see page 21)

Promoting High Quality Reinvestment
•	 Promoted superior architecture through public 

design review of construction in the city’s historic 
neighborhoods, especially for infill housing and public 
facilities (see pages 23-26)

•	 Reviewed nearly 6,000 permit and related applications 
for compatibility with historic properties, processing 97% 
of applications “over the counter” (see page 27)

•	 Supported developers seeking federal preservation tax 
credits for $145 million in rehabilitations for Children’s 
Hospital at Walter Reed (see page 29)

•	 Supported affordable housing providers using federal 
tax credits to renovate 86 new affordable housing units 
(see page 30)

Protecting Historic Assets
•	 Resolved long-standing cases of failure to maintain 

historic property in historic Anacostia (see page 31)

•	 Addressed unauthorized work on historic buildings 
through 680 construction inspections and 151 
enforcement actions (see page 33)

Recognizing Excellence
•	 Supported and celebrated the National Preservation 

Award given to the outstanding modernization of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library (see page 35)

H i g h l i g h t i n g  a  Y e a r  o f  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s
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DC Historic Preservation Law and Programs 

Since its enactment by the Council of the District of Columbia in 1978, the DC Historic Landmark and Historic District 
Protection Act has been among the most effective laws of its kind in the nation. For more than forty years, it has promoted 
the appreciation and enhancement of the city’s cultural heritage, while also advancing the economic and social benefits of 
historic preservation for Washington’s citizens and visitors.

The preservation law established the Historic Preservation Review Board and Historic Preservation Office, which is part of the 
Office of Planning. These bodies collectively implement the public policies established by the preservation law.

Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB)

HPRB designates historic landmarks and districts, makes 
recommendations to the Mayor on projects affecting 
historic properties, and serves as a forum for community 
involvement in historic preservation. HPRB is composed of 
nine professional and public members appointed by the 
Mayor and approved by the Council. It also serves as the 
State Review Board for the District of Columbia, under the 
authority of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

Historic Preservation Office (HPO) 

HPO acts as the HPRB staff, and provides professional 
expertise on historic preservation matters to government 
agencies, businesses, and the public. It also serves as the 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for the District of 
Columbia. SHPO responsibilities under federal law include 
historic preservation planning, survey and identification of 
historic resources, public education, review of government 
projects for preservation concerns, and support for projects 
seeking federal preservation tax incentives. These duties are 
supported by an annual grant from the National Park Service.

Mayor’s Agent 

The Director of the Office of Planning serves as the Mayor’s 
Agent for historic preservation, providing guidance and 
helping to balance preservation with other public goals.  
The Director also ensures that historic preservation is fully 
integrated with the city’s overall planning programs.

NATIONAL ARBORETUM ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

Among its provisions, the Historic Landmark and Historic 
District Protection Act of 1978 provides for an annual 
report to the Council of the District of Columbia on the 
implementation of the city’s preservation law. This 2021 
Annual Report includes that required data, as well as 
information on other achievements of the District’s 
historic preservation program from October 1, 2020 to 
September 30, 2021.

For further information, see the Historic Preservation 
Office website at preservation.dc.gov, send an email 
to historic.preservation@dc.gov, or call the Historic 
Preservation Office at (202) 442-8800.
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Preservation Planning

Protection and enhancement of historic resources begins with sound preservation planning. As part of the Office of Planning, 
the Historic Preservation Office leads this effort with OP colleagues and DC communities. Preservation planning supports the 
District’s comprehensive plan and fosters appreciation and enrichment of the District’s cultural heritage. 

Preservation planning entered a new phase in FY 2021 with 
the final adoption of an updated DC Comprehensive Plan 
and preparation of a new Historic Preservation Plan. 

Updated DC Comprehensive Plan
The first major update of the 2006 DC Comprehensive Plan 
was completed in August of 2021, after extensive outreach 
by the Office of Planning and substantial community 
review over several years. HPO staff participated in this 
effort. The updated plan includes important revisions to 
the historic preservation element and related policies 
throughout the plan. Greater emphasis is now placed 
on preservation planning as an essential foundation for 
preservation programs, local history as well as the District’s 
national monuments, and a variety of ways to preserve and 
appreciate the District’s cultural heritage. 

2025 DC Historic Preservation Plan
The Comprehensive Plan’s renewed vision for historic 
preservation informed the preparation in 2021 of a new DC 
Historic Preservation Plan, titled Celebrating our Diversity. 
The new plan transitions to a five-year planning cycle, 
beginning with an initial year of public outreach and 
plan revision. The work in 2021 kicked off with stakeholder 
meetings and gathering of public comments. A community 
preservation survey drew 665 participants and more 
than 2,800 responses, in addition to the many comments 
received during finalization of the Comprehensive Plan.

The draft preservation plan was issued for public comment 
during the summer and finalized after additional stakeholder 
meetings and revisions in response to public comments. 
The final plan was submitted to the National Park Service 
for approval in FY 2022. NPS approval is required by the 
National Historic Preservation Act and the duties of the DC 
State Historic Preservation Office.

Disaster Resilience Plan for Historic Resources
The new preservation plan will include the District’s first 
Disaster Resilience Plan for Historic Resources, a newly 
required appendix to all state preservation plans. The 
District’s plan aligns closely with the disaster management 
protocols implemented by the DC Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management Agency (HSEMA). It was also 
submitted to NPS for review.

2025 HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN

District of Columbia
Historic Preservation Plan

2025

Celebrating  
Our Diversity   

S u p p o r t i n g  C o m m u n i t i e s
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DC Heritage Trail System

Native Peoples
Go-Go Music
Frederick Douglass
Public Housing
Early Inhabitants
Red-Lining History
Hill East
President Grover Cleveland
Diverse Architecture
Frederick Law Olmsted
Jewish Community
MLK Riots
Old Ethnic Neighborhoods
Vera White
Local Washingtonians
Bank Buildings
Cemetery Tours
Newlands Fountain
Walter Pierce Park Archaeology
Barry Farm
Neighborhood Activists
DC Punk
African-American History
Rosedale Pool
3703 Bangor St SE (Denman House)
Murals
Ann Hargrove
Brookland’s Round House

Women Leaders in DC
Howard Deli
Enslaved People Who Built the Capitol
Harry Wardman
Oak Hill Cemetery
Pearl Slave Escape
Legacy Business Owners
Alma Thomas
9:30 Club
Negro League Baseball Sites
Thomas Schneider Row Houses
Black Broadway
LGBTQ Neighborhoods 
Freedmens Village
Streetcar History
Gri�th Field
Women’s Clubs
Latina/o/x History
Eleanor Holmes Norton
Sherwood Farmhouse
Cosmos Club
Anacostia
Ginkgo Tree-Lined Blocks
Mt. Zion Cemetery
Tompkins Hall of Engineering at GWU
Senator Margaret Chase Smith
A�ordable Housing
SW Pre-Redevelopment
Art Organizations
George Pointer

Industrial History
Howard Divinity School
Alley Buildings and Living
Slavery / Slave Markets
Eleanor Roosevelt
Walt Whitman
Unbuilt Part of the McMillan Plan
Herdic Phaeton Company Stables
Immigrant Communities
What Buildings/Streets are Named for
Nannie Helen Burroughs
Shrimp Boat
Naylor Court
Women’s Su�rage
Sherwood Farmhouse
Brian Kraft
Langston Golf Course
Presidents’ Houses in DC
Southwest
Chuck Brown
Fort Reno
Uptown Theater
Swampoodle
Patsy Mose Fletcher
Literary History
Stop the Interstates Movement
Rosa Parks
Banneker Ballroom
Activists
Kingman Park

Communities Buildings/Places EventsIndividuals
Bolded and larger text indicates quantity of recommendations for that  person, community, building, or event.

What are some people or places  that you would like to see recognized in DC?



DC Community Heritage 

Community-based preservation planning continued with 
HPO’s series of ward heritage guides, which moved toward 
completion. 

Cultural Diversity Studies
HPO continued to explore and document the District’s 
social communities as well as its geographic neighborhoods. 
This initiative has been made possible by the 20th Century 
African American Civil Rights and Underrepresented 
Communities funds of the National Park Service. These funds 
provide competitively awarded grants of up to $50,000 for 
projects that will increase recognition of the nation’s cultural 
diversity and civil rights history as reflected through listings 
in the National Register of Historic Places. The DC SHPO has 
obtained four grant awards from the funds, including the 
two active grants in FY 2021. 

These grants support new scholarship that will expand the 
diversity of historic landmarks listed in the DC Inventory of 
Historic Sites and National Register. The projects broaden 
cross-cultural understanding and reinforce the District’s 
planning emphasis on racial and social equity. See page 9 
for more information.

Ward Heritage Guides
In 2012, HPO began a series of ward heritage guides to 
explore community heritage and historic preservation 
concerns of a local level. The sequence of eight guides 
was developed sequentially over the ensuing decade, 
ending with the Ward 2 guide in 2021. The guides will remain 
available on the OP website even after the ward boundary 
revisions that became effective on January 1, 2022. The 
will be replaced over time with a new series of community 
guides.

Community Heritage Guides
Initial planning began in 2021 for the series of community 
heritage guides that will build on the ward heritage guides. 
The new community guides will align more closely with 
historical development patterns and the area elements of 
the DC Comprehensive Plan. The series launches in 2022. 

Historic Context Studies of DC Cultural Diversity Using the NPS Underrepresented Communities Fund

Project Non-Profit Partner Contractors Amount Awarded

Chinese and Korean Communities DC Preservation League 1882 Foundation $ 40,000 2019

Women’s History and Suffrage DC Preservation League Quinn Evans $ 50,000 2020

Total Federal Funds Awarded $ 90,000

WARD 2 HERITAGE GUIDE

 See ward guides online at planning.dc.gov/page/dc-history

CHINESE AND KOREAN COMMUNITIES HISTORIC CONTEXT STUDY

HERITAGE GUIDE

A Discussion of Ward 2
Cultural and Heritage Resources

WARD 2

District of Columbia
    Office of Planning

2DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA OFFICE OF PLANNING



Historic Homeowner Grants

The District offers financial assistance to low- and moderate-income homeowners to help with the cost of repairing their 
historic homes. These targeted non-taxable grants are available in sixteen of the city’s historic districts and landmark areas, 
including newly eligible Kingman Park and Bloomingdale. 

In FY 2021, OP worked with the mayor’s office and DC 
Council to secure grant availability for the multi-family 
Kenesaw Apartments in the Mount Pleasant and Meridian 
Hill historic districts. Sufficient funds were held in reserve for 
grants to support more than 20 homeowners in this well-
known affordable housing community--the first apartment 
owners to participate in the program. For the year, HPO 
reviewed 57 applications and awarded nine new grants.  
Program expenditures in FY 2021were $157,231. 

Facade work on the row house at 1902 3rd Street in the 
LeDroit Park Historic District included repair of the slate 
roof, installation of flashing, gutters, and downspouts, and 
reinstallation of the missing decorative metal cornice. 

Homeowner Grants Awarded by District and Fiscal Year

Historic District 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Anacostia 5 1 2 2 1

Bloomingdale 1

Capitol Hill 2 1 1 1 1

Kingman Park 4 2 2

LeDroit Park 2 1 1 1

Mount Pleasant 1 1 1 1 1

Shaw 1

Strivers’ Section 1

U Street 3 1 1

Total Awarded 14 4 12 7 9

Failed to Proceed 3 1

1902 3RD ST NW- BEFORE 1902 3RD ST NW- AFTER

Homeowner Grants
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Grants may be used for structural repairs and exterior or 
site restoration. The grant limit is $25,000, with a higher 
limit of $35,000 in historic Anacostia. Recipients in the 
middle and upper range of income eligibility must 
provide a progressively greater percentage of matching 
funds.  Work is undertaken by District-licensed general 
contractors selected by the homeowners. 

S u p p o r t i n g  C o m m u n i t i e s
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Preservation Partnerships
 
The Historic Preservation Office sustains key projects that promote appreciation of the District’s cultural heritage, working 
in partnership with non-profit organizations and educational institutions. Preservation awards, heritage trails, informational 
websites and community events are among the benefits of these efforts. HPO uses support from the federal Historic Preservation 
Fund (HPF) and other sources for these cooperative sponsorships.

The SHPO also awards community grants on a competitive basis to non-profits and scholars for historic survey, documentation, 
and public education projects. Selection priorities are based on the DC Historic Preservation Plan and other public goals that 
complement the mission of the preservation program.   

In FY 2021, HPO pursued the following projects through partnerships and contracted services:
 

Cooperative Agreements

Project Grantee Amount

Archaeological Assistance 
and Data Management

Historical Society of 
Washington DC

$ 75,585

HistoryQuest Data Expansion Historical Society of 
Washington

63,150

Mayor’s Agent Database 
Maintenance

Georgetown University 
Law Center

2,500

African American Civil Rights 
Trail Website Maintenance

DC Preservation 
League

1,500

Total FY 2021  $ 142,735

Community Grants and Competitive Contracts

Project Grantee or Contractor Amount

Women’s History and 
Suffrage Historic Context

DC Preservation 
League

$ 16,165

Chinese and Korean 
Heritage Historic Context

DC Preservation 
League

15,500 

Total FY 2021 $ 31,665

HPO ARCHAEOLOGY COLLECTIONS AT MLK LIBRARY
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Neighborhood Engagement

Active neighborhoods play a vital role in the District’s preservation efforts. The Historic Preservation Office assists with local 
heritage projects, and joins with community partners to highlight DC history and broaden awareness of preservation. HPO 
customer services include hands-on assistance, community forums, and informational publications. Periodic public seminars 
and events promote familiarity with cultural resources. 

Historic Preservation Review Board meetings serve as a public forum for review and discussion of development projects 
that affect historic neighborhoods. HPRB continued with their online WebEx format making participation more convenient 
for many speakers. In FY 2021, there were sixteen meetings, open to public participation without signing up in advance. 
Interested persons also receive regular announcements of HPRB meetings and other activities. Last year, HPO’s self-service 
email notice list expanded by 44% and now reaches 5,067 subscribers.

Public outreach activities by HPO and its partners were 
significantly curtailed during the Covid pandemic. 
In its FY 2021 education and engagement efforts, HPO 
accomplished the following:

•	 Held 42 virtual and in-person public informational 
meetings interacting with more than 2000 persons

•	 Met with more than 100 residents of Bloomingdale 
on historic district design guidelines and historic 
homeowner grants

•	 Met with more than 150 residents of Cleveland 
Park on smart growth and comprehensive plan 
issues

•	 Considered community comments at 11 public 
consulting party meetings with 373 attendees, 
on major government projects, including the 
Federal Reserve Board, Union Station, Northern Bus 
Garage, Hirshhorn Museum, National Arboretum, 
and others

•	 Participated in training events for Advisory 
Neighborhood Commissions and personnel of 
the DC departments of General Services and 
Parks and Recreation, on the topic of federal and 
District preservation review procedures

•	 Gave informational talks on archaeology of 
African American heritage resources to residents 
of the Ingleside Senior Living and the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation Hope Crew (“Hands-On 
Preservation Experience”)

•	 Posted regular public notices on the OP and 
Open DC websites, Twitter, Facebook, and 
the community-based H-DC Net and Historic 
Washington listservs

•	 Answered more than 125 research inquiries but 
distributed fewer than 100 copies of informational 
publications, mostly historic district brochures, due 
to closure of DC government offices

HPO INTERVIEW ON MODERNISM - WASHINGTONIAN  MAGAZINE

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION AT HPRB VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING 

50 WASHINGTONIAN  ★  NOVEMBER 2021 NOVEMBER 2021 ★  WASHINGTONIAN 51

IF YOU EVER VISIT GORDON KIT’S HOUSE, HE JUST MIGHT 
invite you to get in the shower. That spot, the retired patent attor-
ney will explain, is the best place to understand a big reason why 
he spent the past four years working to win historic designation 
for his house. When you peer through the bathroom window, you 
can get a clear view of the neighboring lot, where a cream-colored 
behemoth is currently under construction.

That Colonial-ish house is replacing the 1960s home that used 
to occupy the space, a midcentury-modern structure with walls 
of glass and a pool that evoked Palm Springs. But then its owner 
died and a developer razed it. Kit was determined to avoid the same 
fate for his midcentury-modern in DC’s Palisades. “If you look at 
the neighborhood, all these old houses have been torn down and 
they’ve built McMansions—these unattractive things,” he says.

Of course, in a city famous for ornate Victorian rowhouses and 
grand neoclassical buildings, plenty of people would cast a similar 
disparaging eye at Kit’s house. But midcentury buildings have 
gotten far more popular over the last decade or two, cherished by 
a growing segment of architecture fans who appreciate the clean 
lines and low-slung profiles. 

At the same time, they keep being torn down. Several other DC 
homes by the architect who designed Kit’s house—lauded mod-
ernist Jean-Pierre Trouchaud—have already been destroyed. 
The house that used to be next door to Kit’s was designed by a 
notable firm called Diegert and Yerkes. Down the street, a 1950s 
modern once featured in Better Homes & Gardens got the wreck-
ing ball a few years ago. In Forest Hills, a midcentury-modern 
by Brown & Wright—the first architecture firm in Washington 
to be racially integrated—was bulldozed, then replaced with a 
17,000-square-foot limestone villa that’s currently on the market 
for $12 million.

Kim Williams, left, 
is an architectural 
historian for DC 
documenting  
the District’s  
midcentury- 
modern homes, 
including this one 
off MacArthur 
Boulevard. 
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M  O  D   E  R  N 
R  O  M  A  N  C  E

  
M  O  D   E  R  N 
R  O  M  A  N  C  E

O N C E OV E R L O O K E D BY P R E S E RVAT I O N I S T S I N A C I T Y 
F U L L  O F  O L D E R  S T Y L E S ,  D C ’S  B OX Y  M I D C E N T U RY -
M O D E R N  H O U S E S  A R E  F I N A L LY  S T A R T I N G  T O  E A R N 
H I S T O R I C  D E S I G N AT I O N — T H A N K S ,  I N  L A R G E  PA RT , 
T O  T H E  W O R K  O F  O N E  C I T Y- G OV E R N M E N T  E M P L OY E E 

O N C E OV E R L O O K E D BY P R E S E RVAT I O N I S T S I N A C I T Y 
F U L L  O F  O L D E R  S T Y L E S ,  D C ’S  B OX Y  M I D C E N T U RY -
M O D E R N  H O U S E S  A R E  F I N A L LY  S T A R T I N G  T O  E A R N 
H I S T O R I C  D E S I G N AT I O N — T H A N K S ,  I N  L A R G E  PA RT , 
T O  T H E  W O R K  O F  O N E  C I T Y- G OV E R N M E N T  E M P L OY E E 

B Y  M A R I S A  M .  K A S H I N OB Y  M A R I S A  M .  K A S H I N O

W A S H I N G T O N I A N W A S H I N G T O N I A N 

A vintage shot of  
the Palisades home  
currently owned by 
Gordon Kit. Jean-
Pierre Trouchaud 
designed it in 1957.

S u p p o r t i n g  C o m m u n i t i e s
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Archaeology Outreach

Nearly 450 archaeological sites have been identified in the District, providing insight into historical stories and ordinary lives 
from the past 14,000 years. Recovered artifacts and information from these sites are often the only evidence of lives missing 
from or poorly represented in historical documents, or from before the time of written record. The District’s archaeology 
program protects these resources and brings their stories of local history to a wide and enthusiastic audience. 

The HPO archaeology staff reaches hundreds of constituents 
through active outreach and engagement using both social 
and traditional media. Archaeology interns and volunteers 
are key participants in these activities. Program highlights for 
FY 2021 include:

Speaking and Media Opportunities
•	 With strong media interest in HPO’s Q Street 

burials project, discussed ongoing research in an  
interview on WAMU’S DCist information forum 

•	 Engaged with neighborhood residents at a 
ribbon-cutting celebration drawing a crowd of 
more than 200 for the renaming of Lafayette-
Pointer Recreation Center

•	 Participated in the Land Acknowledgment 
Ceremony at the reopening of the MLK Library 
with representatives of the Piscataway Nation

•	 Linked to more than 1,100 program followers on 
two archaeology Facebook pages

DC History Conference
•	 Helped plan the 47th Annual DC History 

Conference, on the theme Echoes. 

•	 Presented on Archaeology in and of a Pandemic: 
the 1832 Cholera Epidemic, an update for the 
continued research efforts on the Q Street African 
American burial site in Georgetown

•	 Posted promotional content on each ward’s 
heritage, for the Conference Countdown social 
media postings

Archaeology Conferences
•	 At the annual conference of the Society for 

American Archaeology, presented on public 
outreach and education in the District, and held 
an information exchange on the Q St burials  

•	 At the National Park Service’s annual program 
meeting, presented on the use of Geographic 
Information Systems in managing the District’s 
archaeological resources

•	 Helped organize and facilitate the annual 
meeting of the National Association of State 
Archaeologists, of which the District archaeologist 
is the current president

Abstract: During the Covid-19 lockdown, the DC Archaeology
Team completed emergency salvage of burials found in a Georgetown
basement crawl space, part of an undocumented cemetery. We have
visited this block on multiple occasions and believe that the cemetery
likely served Georgetown’s large African American community - both
enslaved and free - in the first half of the 19th century. Historical
research indicates the cemetery was pressed into use for victims of
the 1832 Cholera Pandemic as well. The pandemic is poorly
documented in official District records with no reliable statistics on
numbers of infected, dead, or recovered however, contemporary
primary accounts such as newspapers, letters, and diaries reflect a
high death toll especially among marginalized groups. Victims often
died at home and were rapidly buried in both formal and informal
cemeteries. Analysis of the recovered remains awaits post-Covid
reopening and will include determining if any individuals were cholera
victims. Until then, we are researching the archaeology of epidemic
cemeteries and preparing a bibliography.

Do you know of a documented burial ground for victims of a disease
epidemic? Was archaeology and/or bioanthropological analysis
conducted? Please contact one of the authors if you have information
to share.

In the summer of 1832, when the District was struck by the
cholera pandemic, the official death count was 459 out of a
population of 18,826. However, physicians believed many more
deaths occurred. Underreported deaths particularly rings true for
those of the poorer working class, immigrant populations, including
Irish, German, Swiss, and the Black community. Municipal records are
sparse but local newspapers, personal correspondence, and diaries
have offered images of widespread suffering. Many victims died at
home, their bodies buried quickly in cemeteries and even in open
public grounds.

As yet the disease has attacked only the poor foreigners, labourers and
blacks. When it reaches a more respectable class, it will doubtless
awaken a deeper interest and livelier sympathy (Bayard and Hunt 1906).

Human remains have been repeatedly identified in yards and under
houses along the 3300 block of Q St., in the Georgetown
neighborhood of Northwest, Washington, D.C. No records have yet
identified this as a former cemetery or who was interred here and
why, but it is considered an eligible archaeological resource by the DC
Historic Preservation Office (HPO).

In early 2020, the HPO Archaeology Team was called back to
the block to investigate additional discovery of human remains during
excavation of a basement beneath one of the houses. Completing
fieldwork during our own pandemic offered a tragic perspective.
Archaeologically, we observed a pattern of what may be hastily
excavated burial shafts, stacked coffins, as well as possible use of lime.
Very few artifacts were recovered other than a few shroud pins, some
cloth fragments, buttons, and coffin nails. Coffin shapes were simple
rectangular or hexagonal wooden boxes with no evidence of metal
ornamentation. While analysis awaits post-Covid reopening, there is
evidence to suggest that some of these interments were made as a
single event. Coupled with the preliminary osteo analysis, the data
suggests some of these individuals were from marginalized factions of
19th century D.C.

We are left with a series of questions: What underlying processes
lead to an urban cemetery escaping contemporaneous
documentation? Was this meant to be undocumented? Does it date
to the period of slavery, that is, is it associated with slaves or
freedman? Are all of the recovered individuals of African descent?
What are their stories? Is the existence of this cemetery another form
of erasure, lost to history due to structural racism? Who is the
descendant community?

Analysis will hopefully shed light on answers to these questions
and will include determining if any individuals where victims of the
1832 cholera pandemic. Until then, we are researching the
archaeology of epidemic cemeteries and welcome any input. Do you
know of a documented burial ground for victims of a disease
epidemic? Was archaeology and/or bioanthropological analysis
conducted? Please contact one of the authors if you have information
to share.

Thank you!

Pandemic2: Archaeology of the 1832 Cholera Epidemic in Washington, DC

The current row of houses along this block date to the last quarter of the
19th century and, archaeologically speaking, they were built on top of (and in
some cases, into) these graves, at least by 1876 and probably by 1869. The total
number of buried individuals remains unknown and only a sample recovered.
One individual has been formally analyzed and determined to be of African
descent and preliminary analysis of six others indicates the same. One working
hypothesis is that this was an African American burying ground, at one point
serving the free and possibly enslaved community. Documentary evidence also
indicates that victims of the 1832 cholera pandemic may also be present.
Newspaper accounts specifically mention the use of this area for cholera victims.

Whether some or all these individuals were victims of the 1832 cholera
pandemic is a working hypotheses. Volta Park, located across Q St, to the south,
was the location of the former Presbyterian Burying Ground, moved ca. 1893. It
was not uncommon for there to be clandestine cemeteries outside of formal
boundaries. Originally, Q St. was a “paper” street and it’s possible both
cemeteries – black and white – were once connected. Perhaps this cemetery
was not clandestine at all?

While excavating in the yard of 3315 R street (now Q St), Georgetown,
yesterday, workmen unearthed the bones of a human body and part of a casket. It
is supposed that the bones are the remains of one of the victims of the cholera
epidemic of 1832. During that period many laborers who were employed about
the canal died from the disease and were buried about Georgetown, it is said,
without regard to the location. (Evening Star, 12, April 1902: 3)

In 1860 Georgetown had a large African American population – 22% of the
total were free and/or enslaved (1935 of 8733 total; 1358 free, 577 slaves).
Where were free-born and enslaved African Americans buried if they were not
part of an established church or Georgetown University? The established African
American cemeteries such as Female Union Band (1842) and Mt. Zion (1802) do
not account for all the potential burials of the African American population
between ca. 1800-1869.

All photos courtesy of DC HPO.

Ruth Trocolli, Christine Ames, DeLande Justinvil
DC Historic Preservation Office (HPO)

References Cited and 
Additional Resources:

Contact:
ruth.trocolli@dc.gov
christine.ames@dc.gov
delande.justinvil@dc.gov

Left and center: 3329 Q St., NW, facing east, 2012: Left, East-west oriented burial and
shaft after excavation. Center, Two burial shafts exposed during excavation for a new
foundation; both extend beneath the property line to the east. Right: 3317 Q St., NW,
2018: Entering the crawl space hatch in the north basement room where the teeth of an
in-situ human skull was observed by a keen-eyed realtor’s inspector.

Left and right: 3329 Q St., NW, facing north, 2020: Left, Drawing the
cellar stairwell profiles. Right, Excavation process under the floor joists
in the crawl space.

Left and right: 3329 Q St., NW, 2020: Left, Excavation in the footer area
for an addition, facing south. Right, Headstone standing in the rear
garden - reportedly salvaged from the former Presbyterian Cemetery.Left, Evening Star 1903 19 April: 3. Right, Book cover.
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Intern Projects
During FY 2020, four graduate students used recent 
additions to the District’s archaeological collections for 
doctoral research projects on the Q Street Cemetery and 
Halcyon House in Georgetown, the Shotgun House on 
Capitol Hill, and the house at 3038 Stanton Road in Hillsdale. 
These multi-disciplinary projects help both to process 
and evaluate the collections and to report on significant 
research findings.

Q Street Burials in Georgetown
In 2021, HPO’s graduate student intern secured a fellowship 
with the Smithsonian Natural History to analyze the Q Street 
burials collection in collaboration with Smithsonian and HPO 
archaeologists. 

Legacy Collections
Interns and volunteers helped to assess, clean and process 
legacy collections that do not meet current curation 
standards for archival packaging. These collections offer 
rich potential for future research. Inventories and condition 
assessments were also completed to help ready the 
collections for the new curation facility.

Martin Luther King Jr Memorial Library
The newly modernized Martin Luther King Jr. Library now 
includes a curation facility for the District’s archaeological 
collections. Transfer of collections from HPO offices to the 
facility was slowed by pandemic conditions, but accession 
of the first nine collections was completed in September 
2021. The final preparation of collections for transfer requires 
freeze fumigation and a period of quarantine to ensure 
that there is no pest contamination of the library’s archival 
storage area.

Artifact Collections and Education

The District’s artifact collections are both an irreplaceable historical record and a resource for archaeological training and 
research. The District archaeologist actively seeks interns and volunteers to process and evaluate artifacts and to assist with 
public education programs. These activities help train emerging professionals in the field, while supporting HPO program goals 
and engaging youngsters, students, and the public.

HOPE CREW AT LAFAYETTE-POINTER PARK

HPO ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS FACILITY AT MLK LIBRARY

Find DC Archaeology on Facebook

DC Archaeology is online at two Facebook pages with 
more about community events, the Shotgun House, 
Hortense Prout, Yarrow Mamout in Georgetown, and 
other projects.  

See online at facebook.com/DCArchaeology and       
facebook.com/YarrowMamoutArchaeology

S u p p o r t i n g  C o m m u n i t i e s
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During FY 2021, HPO reviewed 391 projects for archaeology 
(46% of the 842 government project applications submitted 
to the office). The HPO archaeological staff helped District 
and federal agencies to assess archaeological potential 
on numerous projects, such as the stream rehabilitation of 
Pinehurst and Stickfoot Branch, which involved coordination 
between DOEE and NPS. These projects typically help to 
avoid adverse effects to eligible archaeological resources. 
Several notable projects include:

St. Elizabeth’s East Campus Barns Stabilization: 
The Assistant District Archaeologist assisted DMPED by 
conducting archaeological testing of the interior of the 
historic barn and stable foundation, to ensure significant 
archaeological resources were not affected by the project.   
This effort reduced the project budget and ensured the limit 
of disturbance was adequately sampled. 

Palisades Recreation Center
The HPO’s assistant archaeologist assisted DOEE over the 
course of several days by monitoring the installation of 
new stormwater and bio-retention basin infrastructure 
at the recreation center. The site has a high potential for 
archaeological resources and includes two known sites, 
including a prehistoric site eligible for the National Register. 
No archaeological resources were identified and the effort 
avoided the need to hire an archaeological contractor.

Lafayette-Pointer Recreation Center and Park
HPO arranged for a geophysical survey of this site using 
ground-penetrating radar (GPR) as part of a training project 
for the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Hope Crew.  
The park is the location of an eligible archaeological site 
and securing pro-bono, non-invasive survey helps to identify 
areas of avoidance for any future property improvements. 

Archaeological Site Investigations

Most archaeological investigations in the District originate from the requirements of federal and District laws protecting 
archaeological resources. Professional identification and excavation of such resources occurs before development projects 
begin. The DC SHPO preserves the data, information, and artifacts collected from these investigations to help to expand our 
knowledge of the District’s history and support the work of future researchers.

FIELD WORK AT ST. ELIZABETHS

HPO MONITORING AT PALISADES
About Archaeological Surveys

Surveys are the primary tool for identifying potential 
archaeological sites and resources. HPO archaeologists 
work directly with District and federal agencies to conduct 
surveys when warranted before construction on District 
government property or the site of federal projects. While 
most projects do not require a survey, archaeological 
sites are sometimes identified. If the construction project 
cannot avoid a significant site, then the site is investigated 
to recover historical information and artifacts.  
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Survey and Documentation

The District is fortunate in the wealth of places that embody stories of our history and culture. Guided by the DC Historic 
Preservation Plan, the State Historic Preservation Office sponsors historic resource surveys and scholarly research to document 
the significance of sites that may not yet be recognized as important. HPO undertakes survey projects in-house or with 
contracted assistance, and when funding is available, offers grants to help private entities pursue research.  

In FY 2021, HPO focused its survey and documentation 
program on these projects: 

African American Civil Rights
HPO completed an online Kingman Park StoryMap, which 
joins the Barry Farm StoryMap as part of its study on 20th 
Century African American Civil Rights. 

LGBTQ History
The final phase of HPO’s study of the District’s LGBTQ 
heritage concluded with historic landmark designations 
and new or updated National Register listings for All Soul’s 
Church,  Annie’s Paramount Steak House and the Slowe-
Burrill House. Documentation on LGBTQ history at the Saint 
Elizabeths Hospital was forwarded to the GSA federal 
preservation officer for inclusion in an expanded listing.

Chinese and Korean Community History
With partners DC Preservation League and the 1882 
Foundation, the SHPO continued its outreach to and 
study of the Chinese and Korean immigrant communities. 
Products will include a historic context report and four new 
or updated landmark designations and National Register 
listings. Completion is scheduled for 2023.

Women’s History and Suffrage
Work continued on the SHPO’s grant to study women’s 
history and the suffrage movement in Washington, with the 
context study nearing completion. The project in partnership 
with the DC Preservation League and contractor Quinn 
Evans will also identify four significant sites eligible for historic 
recognition. Completion is scheduled for 2023.
 
HistoryQuest DC
With the Historical Society of Washington, DC now doing 
business as the DC History Center, HPO continued to refine 
and expand HistoryQuest DC, its interactive online GIS 
map that gives quick access to historical data on the city’s 
buildings and subdivisions. In 2021, updates addressed 
demolished and new buildings, and selected other sites. 
Intensive level survey work funded by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation gathered new information on the group 
of 580 early, pre-permit buildings in the Georgetown Historic 
District for addition to HistoryQuest.

L’Enfant Plan
Work on the documentation and GIS recordation of the 
L’Enfant Plan was suspended during the Covid-19 public 
health emergency.

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE HISTORIC CONTEXT STUDY

L’ENFANT PLAN GIS RECORDATION 

HISTORIC
 CONTEXT 
STUDY

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT IN 
WASHINGTON, DC (1848 - 1973)

42128450
31 January 2021

R e c o g n i z i n g  O u r  H e r i t a g e
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OLD KOREAN EMBASSY ON LOGAN CIRCLE

War of the Wards   27

T hieves, murderers, and incendiaries,” bellowed 
Henry Piper. He had members of the new 
Citizens Party in mind. It was the evening 

of May 6, 1869, and with city elections a month 
away Piper stood before a meeting of the Second 
Ward Republicans in Washington’s Fifteenth Street 
Presbyterian Church. Displaying the bravado typ-
ical of ward politics, he charged that the Citizens 
Party “was simply the old Democratic party in dis-
guise, which had been worsted at all points.” Then 
in his 30s, Piper, an African American Washingto-
nian, had gained suffrage barely two years earlier. 
Only four years before, Washington’s White men 
had voted 6,591 to 35 to deny Black men the right 
to vote, but a determined Congress had overrid-
den local voters and granted Black men suffrage. 
The Evening Star noted that this meeting, held at 
one of the city’s most revered Black churches, was 
“well filled” with “about even numbers of white” 
and African American men. Washington’s Afri-
can American community now dominated ward 
politics, winning council seats, patronage jobs, 
and influence. The church’s pastor, Rev. John Sel-
la Martin, addressed the biracial gathering and 
observed that African Americans “had made poli-
tics their religion.”1

For seven decades wards ruled Washington pol-
itics. The operations of wards from 1801 to 1871 
little resembled those of today’s wards under lim-

ited home rule. The system did more than divide 
up Washington City for representation on the city 
council. It also divided city finances. Each ward 
covered its own public improvements out of its 
own property taxes. A resident’s ward made the 
difference between having streets of pavement or 
streets of grass, between having quality schools 
or shuttered schools, and between having nearby 
amenities or nearly emptiness. Rivalries and alli-
ances formed that pitted the already distrusting 
eastern and western sides of Washington against 
each other. The ward system helped perpetuate 
and worsen that divide, and forever ingrained it in 
District consciousness. Yet wards also held the rem-
edy for these imbalances. When suffrage expanded 
beyond the tiny propertied class after 1848, previ-
ously ignored immigrant communities were able 
to concentrate votes within their wards and sway 
city elections. And after 1867, biracial voting gave 
African American men influence and seats on the 
city council. By that time, wards were giving a for-
midable voice to the formerly voiceless. Disparity 
might become equity—if the system survived.

Today the District of Columbia has one local 
government. In 1802 it had five. To the Poto-
mac’s south and west lay the city of Alexandria 
and Alexandria County. On the eastern bank lay 
Washington City, Georgetown, and beyond them, 
Washington County. Washington City included 

War of the Wards
Localism, Suffrage, and Equity in Washington City

BY TODD JONES

African American voters cast ballots for the first time in Washington, DC, June 3, 1867. Despite local White opposition, Congress 
legislated Black male voting for Washington and Georgetown earlier that year. Beginning in 1848, when the right to vote was 
extended to all White men, and then in 1867, when Black men gained suffrage, sectional and racial equity seemed within reach 
for the city’s often competitive and unevenly developed wards. Courtesy, Library of Congress
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Explore DC History Online

Find more about African American Civil Rights, LGBTQ 
history, and Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in DC 
at these sites online:

civil-rights-tour.dc.gov
planning.dc.gov/page/kingman-park-storymap
planning.dc.gov/publication/dc-lgbtq-resources
planning.dc.gov/page/dc-history
aapidc.org
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ALL SOULS CHURCH, UNITARIAN

In FY 2021, HPRB designated eight new historic landmarks 
and one new historic district for listing in the DC Inventory. 
It amended one existing historic landmark listing with its first 
documentation to National Register standards. The Board 
denied a landmark nomination for the A. Loffler Provisions 
Company at 3701 Benning Road NE in Ward 7, and denied 
a proposed expansion of the Mount Vernon Triangle Historic 
District in Ward 6.

Ward 1

All Souls Church, Unitarian
1500 Harvard Street NW 

Founded in 1821, All Souls Church has been a longtime 
progressive voice on social, cultural and political issues. In 
the mid-20th century, it embraced a social justice agenda, 
becoming racially integrated and deeply engaged in 
the fight against poverty and discrimination, and for civil 
rights. Beginning in 1970, it has been a leader in gay rights, 
housing the newly established Community Church of 
Washington, the city’s first-known LGBTQ worship group, and 
performing “unitement” ceremonies for same-sex couples, 
ultimately becoming the first religious entity in the city to 
embrace marriage equality. The 1924 church building is also 
architecturally significant; this nomination was part of the 
SHPO’s LGBTQ heritage study.  
Nominated by the property owner; designation amended on 
February 25, 2021

Historic Landmarks and Districts

The Historic Preservation Review Board designates historic landmarks and districts for inclusion in the DC Inventory of Historic 
Sites. Nominations for designation come from property owners, Advisory Neighborhood Commissions, government agencies, 
and community preservation groups. They are evaluated by the HPO staff and made available for public review and comment 
before the Board deliberates and renders a decision at a public hearing.

Historic Landmark Designations

Applications
Received

Designations
Approved

Designations
Denied

Fiscal 
Year Number Number Owner-

Opposed Number Owner-
Opposed

2021 20 9 0 3 3

2020 11 10 0 0 0

2019 13 9 3 3 2

2018 15 16 1 2 2

2017 7 11 2 0 0

2016 21 21 0 0 0

2015 19 15 4 2 2

2014 19 7 0 1 0

2013 11 15 0 3 3

2012 8 13 0 2 1

2011 21 14 0 1 1

2010 14 14 0 0 0

2009 10 4 0 1 1

2008 17 11 1 1 1

2007 33 28 1 2 2

TOTAL 239 187 12 (6.4%) 21 18 (86%)

R e c o g n i z i n g  O u r  H e r i t a g e
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Ward 2

Annie’s Paramount Steak House
1609 17th Street NW 

Established in 1948 at 1519 17th Street NW, Annie’s 
Paramount Steakhouse became a haven for Washington’s 
LGBTQ community in the decades following World War II. 
At a time when society and the federal government forced 
people to hide their sexual orientation, Annie’s stood as a 
safe space that accepted all patrons. In 1985, the popular 
restaurant owned by the Katinas family moved a block 
north to 1609-1611 17th Street NW. Today, the restaurant 
continues to serve as a community hub, and its original 
location operates as the popular JR’s Bar, another long-time 
gay bar in the Dupont Circle neighborhood. Within the walls 
of 1519 17th Street, Washington’s LGBTQ community has 
found decades of solace, strength, and inspiration.
Nominated by the DC Preservation League; designated on 
December 17, 2020

Ward 3

Colony Hill Historic District
Reservoir Road to the south, Foxhall Road to the West, and 
including Hoban Street properties to the north and east

The Colony Hill subdivision, located less than two miles from 
the heart of Georgetown, was conceived in 1930-31 as an 
early automobile suburb, At the time, Colonial Revival was 
in vogue as Williamsburg was being restored and plans for 
the bicentennial of George Washington’s birth were being 
set. Noted architects Horace Peaslee and Harvey Baxter 
helped design the homes in the development by Boss & 
Phelps. Rose Greely, the first woman to officially practice 
architecture in the District, served as the project’s primary 
landscape architect. Her designs took cues from English 
gardens and the colonial era.

Through design, Colony Hill paired history and the future. 
The development was designed for automobiles—then 
becoming a prime mode of transportation—but with 
a historically inspired, Colonial Revival aesthetic. The 
subdivision looked both backwards and forwards 
simultaneously. While Colony Hill’s design aesthetic was 
homogeneous, though, so too was its racial and economic 
demographics. The development was intended for white, 
upper-class residents. As was the same in many other 
developments of the era, pervasive social segregation, 
economic exclusivity, and  racially restrictive covenants 
prevented African Americans from buying homes in the 
neighborhood.
Nominated by the Colony Hill Neighborhood Association; 
designated on February 4, 2021

COLONY HILL HD

United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Colony Hill Historic District  Washington, DC 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

Sections 9-end  page 50 
 

 
Historic District boundary map and photograph key. 

ANNIE’S PARAMOUNT STEAK HOUSE

United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Annie’s Paramount Steakhouse  Washington, DC 
Name of Property                   County and State 

page 44 
 

 
Photo 07: DC_Annie’s Paramount Steahouse_0007.tif: 1519 Seventeenth Street, N.W_ Interior View of First Floor, Looking 
West 
 

 
Photo 08: DC_Annie’s Paramount Steahouse_0008.tif: 1519 Seventeenth Street, N.W_ 

Interior View of First Floor, Looking East 
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Bazelon-McGovern House
3020 University Terrace NW

The District’s residential architecture has long been 
influenced by European precedents, with Colonial Revival 
becoming especially popular in the 20th century. When the 
Bazelon-McGovern House was built in 1957, it was a distinct 
departure from these traditions. Architect Jean-Pierre 
Trouchaud designed a modernist home with Japanese 
influences for David and Miriam Bazelon. He was Chief 
Justice of the DC Court of Appeals and left an important 
legacy, including challenging the legal perception of 
mental illness, while she had an interest in Japanese design. 
In 1969, South Dakota senator George McGovern acquired 
the house and lived there with his family until 1980. During 
that time, he ran unsuccessfully for president in 1972.
Nominated by the DC Preservation League and property owner; 
designated on February 25, 2021

Ward 4

Calvin Coolidge Senior High School
6315 5th Street NW

When municipal architect Nathan C. Wyeth made his first 
plans for Coolidge High School in the 1930s, neighbors in 
Takoma Park complained the design was too bland. They 
wanted a design that could rival that of the monumental 
Roosevelt High School in Petworth. They wanted a 
community landmark, and they got one. Wyeth gave 
the school a stunning Georgian Revival design fronted 
by an immense portico and topped by an iconic cupola. 
Congress had provided funding for the school as the 
District’s population grew and its finances struggled during 
the Great Depression. Coolidge High School was completed 
in 1940 and, during an era of segregation, was initially a 
school for only white children.
Nominated by the DC Department of General Services; designated 
on September 23, 2021

Episcopal Home for Children
5901 Utah Avenue NW

The Episcopal Home for Children is possibly the most-intact 
example of a historic orphanage in the District. DC has had 
multiple orphanages throughout its history, but most have 
disappeared. The building type is now rare and overlooked. 
The Episcopal Home was first founded by Alexander Melville 
Bell, father of Alexander Graham Bell, in 1894. A little over 
thirty years later, it moved to the corner of Nebraska and 
Utah Avenues. Architect Appleton P. Clark, Jr., designed 
the complex in the Colonial Revival style and left plenty of 
room for green space for healthful fresh air and outdoor 
activities, which fit into larger progressive ideals of the day. 
The institution opened in 1930 and served as an orphanage 
until 1957.
Nominated by the property owner; designated on February 25, 2021

CALVIN COOLIDGE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

EPISCOPAL HOME FOR CHILDREN

United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
The Episcopal Home for Children  Washington, D.C. 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera:  Episcopal Home for Children, West – Girls’ Building – rear elevation, looking west 
from central yard. 
 
15 of 82 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      

Bazelon-McGovern House  District of Columbia 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 9- end 
 

 
 

 
 
McGovern Campaign Fundraising Auction on Deck, May 14, 1972 (Evening Star) 
  

MCGOVERN EVENT AT THE BAZELON-MCGOVERN HOUSE

R e c o g n i z i n g  O u r  H e r i t a g e
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Ward 5

Twelfth Precinct Station House
1700 Rhode Island Avenue NE

The District’s first police precincts were established in 1861 
following creation of the Metropolitan Police Department 
(precincts were replaced in 1969 by police districts). The 
number of precincts increased as the District’s population 
and policing needs increased. The Twelfth Precinct included 
the Langdon and Woodridge neighborhoods, and it was 
the residents of those areas who originally campaigned to 
get a police station. Completed in 1923, the precinct house 
was the District’s first built during the automobile era. Unique 
for the time, it had an attached garage wing to park police 
vehicles, now replaced by transitional housing.
Nominated by the DC Department of General Services; designated 
on May 27, 2021

Ward 6

Jefferson Junior High School
801 7th Street SW

After World War I and during the Great Depression, 
Southwest’s population grew as the federal workforce 
expanded. The District’s schools quickly proved inadequate 
and outdated. The Southwest Citizens’ Association pushed 
hard to get a new school built in their neighborhood, which 
was still using an inadequate replacement of the original 
1872 Thomas Jefferson School that burned down three years 
after completion. The new structure for Jefferson Junior 
High School was the result; it was unique in its inclusion 
of a wing with a separate entrance for the Southwest 
Branch of the DC Public Library. For twenty-four years, the 
library served both the school and neighborhood, and the 
Citizens’ Association held meetings in the school. Designed 
by municipal architect Nathan C. Wyeth, the building was 
constructed between 1939 and 1940. 
Nominated by the DC Department of General Services; designated 
on January 28, 2021

Southeast Branch Library
661 Pennsylvania Avenue SE

The Southeast Branch Library is one of only four public 
libraries in the District built with funds from businessman and 
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie. Noted library architect 
Edward Lippincott Tilton designed the Classical Revival 
library, which was built in 1922. The building stands atop 
a small rise, and the front door is surrounded by a large 
portico accessed by a tall staircase. Even though the library 
is small, it appears much grander.
Nominated by the Capitol Hill Restoration Society; designated on 
March 25, 2021

SOUTHEAST BRANCH LIBRARY

TWELFTH PRECINCT STATION HOUSE

JEFFERSON JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Thomas Jefferson Memorial Junior High School  Washington, DC 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 
 

Sections 9-end  page 35 
 

Photo 14 of 22: DC_Jefferson Junior High School_0014.tif: Gymnasium, Looking 
Southwest 
Photo 15 of 22: DC_Jefferson Junior High School_0015.tif: Side Corridor in South Wing, 
Looking South 
Photo 16 of 22: DC_Jefferson Junior High School_0016.tif: Library, Looking Northeast 
Photo 17 of 22: DC_Jefferson Junior High School_0017.tif: Cafeteria, Looking Northwest 
Photo 18 of 22: DC_Jefferson Junior High School_0018.tif: Former Boiler Room Space, 
Looking East 
Photo 19 of 22: DC_Jefferson Junior High School_0019.tif: Second Floor Corridor, Looking 
East 
Photo 20 of 22: DC_Jefferson Junior High School_0020.tif: Typical Classroom, Looking 
Southwest 
Photo 21 of 22: DC_Jefferson Junior High School_0021.tif: Typical Stairwell, Looking 
Southeast 
Photo 22 of 22: DC_Jefferson Junior High School_0022.tif: Modern Stair Addition, Looking 
West 

 

 
Photo 01: DC_Jefferson Junior High School_0001.tif: North (Main) Elevation, Looking Southwest 
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National Register Listings

Ward Property Address

1 All Soul’s Church 1500 Harvard Street NW

2
US Park Police Headquarters
Annie’s Paramount Steak 
House

1100 Ohio Drive SW
1519 17th Street NW and 
1609-11 17th Street NW

3
Bazelon-McGovern House
Colony Hill Historic District

3020 University Terrace NW

6
Kingman Park HD Expansion
Southeast Branch Library 661 Pennsylvania Avenue SE

National Historic Landmark Designation

Ward Property Address

2 Pan American Union 17th & Constitution Ave NW

U.S. PARK POLICE HEADQUARTERS

In FY 2021, the SHPO forwarded seven recently designated 
DC historic landmarks for listing in the National Register. The 
SHPO also endorsed the nomination of the Pan American 
Union Headquarters for National Historic Landmark 
designation, which was conferred by the Secretary of the 
Interior on January 13, 2021. 

National Register Listings

The National Register of Historic Places is the nation’s official list of resources worthy of preservation and commemoration.  
Listing in the National Register confers recognition and ensures review of federal government undertakings that might affect 
the character or setting of listed properties. It also makes properties eligible for federal preservation tax incentives and 
preferential consideration in federal leasing.

About National Register and NHL listing

The State Historic Preservation Officer is responsible for 
nominating properties in the District of Columbia to the 
National Register, which is maintained by the National 
Park Service. The SHPO routinely forwards properties to the 
Register after designation in the DC Inventory of Historic Sites, 
as the listing criteria are substantially the same.  

National Historic Landmarks (NHLs), are considered the 
nation’s most significant historic properties, designated by 
the Secretary of the Interior.  They are automatically listed in 
the National Register. With 75 NHLs, the District of Columbia 
has more than all but nine states and is comparable to 
Maryland, Ohio, and South Carolina.

R e c o g n i z i n g  O u r  H e r i t a g e
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PAN AMERICAN UNION

BAZELON-MCGOVERN HOUSE 
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District Government Projects 

District agencies maintain an extensive inventory of public buildings and places. As part of their stewardship responsibilities 
for these civic assets, agencies consult with the State Historic Preservation Office on historic preservation considerations. By 
law, this occurs during the planning stage as projects are developed. The requirement protects historic resources, encourages 
high-quality design, and promotes sound and efficient facilities planning.

In FY 2021, the SHPO completed 425 reviews of projects submitted by District agencies for review, a 17% decrease compared 
to FY 2020. Major projects achievements during the year include:

Randle Highlands Elementary School
Special attention was given to the plans for modernization 
of this school given the rarity of its Elizabethan Revival style 
building and relatively intact historic condition. Most of the 
exterior, one classroom, and the primary floor are to be 
restored, while there will be greater modifications to the 
basement and upper floor. A small new entry pavilion will be 
added, and the windows replaced to match the originals. 

Raymond Elementary School
Modernization of this school will include rehabilitation of 
the original structure and adaptation of the interior, with 
restoration of significant features in the primary public 
spaces. The non-historic 1960s addition is to be replaced 
with a more compatible new addition, linked by a 
welcoming entrance pavilion that joins the two structures.

Southeast Branch Library
Consultation on this major library modernization and 
expansion included the evaluation of alternative concepts 
and multiple design refinement meetings with SHPO staff 
and other stakeholders. Among the improvements will be 
a new accessible entrance on South Carolina Avenue and 
restored skylighting and historic features on the main floor.

Programmatic Agreement for DDOT Projects 
The Programmatic Agreement that was developed for 
Federal Aid Highway Program funding has substantially 
expanded the list of routine DDOT projects for which the 
historic preservation review process can be expedited. 

Saint Elizabeths East Campus
Review of continuing projects on the historic campus 
included a six-story office building, retail pavilion and 
greenhouse, farmers’ market reuse of the 1902 horse stable, 
750-space parking garage, and infrastructure improvements 
for the planned full-service hospital.

Lansburgh Park  
After an initial design proposal to remove and replace the 
pavilions, paving, and other Modernist park features at this 
Southwest park. SHPO staff worked with DPR to develop a 
revised proposal that rehabilitates the modernist pavilions 
and keeps most of the paving patterns, while ensuring 
accessibility and adding benches, picnic tables, and other 
amenities. 

RAYMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

SOUTHEAST BRANCH LIBRARY

RANDLE HIGHLANDS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

37 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC LIBRARYSOUTHEAST NEIGHBORHOOD LIBRARY

3.5 - RENDERING - BIRD’S EYE VIEW FROM SOUTHEAST

E n c o u r a g i n g  G o o d  S t e w a r d s h i p
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LANSBURGH PARKSAINT ELIZABETHS BUILDING A

District Government Project Reviews

Total completed:  381

24
24
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38
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20
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6
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1
1

5

14
13

91

1
1
1 

DC Public Schools
Department of Parks and Recreation

DC Water
DMPED

DC Public Charter Schools
Department of Housing and Community Development

Department of General Services
District Department of Transportation

DC Housing Authority
DCAH

Events DC
Department of Energy and Environment

Fire and Emergency Medical Services
DC Courts

O�ce of Planning
UDC

DC Public Library
Metropolitan Police

Department of Public Works
Department on Aging and Community Living

Department of Behavioral Health
Department of Corrections

Note: DHCD reviews of federally licensed 
projects are shown on page 22. Key to 
abbreviations on page 37.

Review of DC Government Projects 

District agencies are required to consult 
with the SHPO before designing or seeking 
permits for their construction projects. 
The reviews take into account the effect 
of projects on listed and eligible historic 
properties by managing demolition and 
promoting compatible design. Reviews are 
coordinated with concurrent reviews of DC 
projects by the Commission of Fine Arts and 
National Capital Planning Commission.  
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E n c o u r a g i n g  G o o d  S t e w a r d s h i p
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HOLY REDEEMER CATHOLIC CHURCH

ARBORETUM RECREATION CENTER

JUDD & DETWEILER BUILDING

Determinations of Eligibility

The State Historic Preservation Office helps federal and District agencies to evaluate the eligibility of properties for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places. This function grew from federal programs to identify historic resources that might be 
harmed inadvertently by government construction. While the main purpose of such Determinations of Eligibility (DOEs) is to 
guide government planning, the information uncovered also expands public understanding of local history and heritage. 

In FY 2021, the SHPO reviewed 66 agency Determinations of 
Eligibility, concurring on 19 properties identified as eligible 
for the National Register and 47 not eligible. Notable 
determinations include the following:

Arboretum Recreation Center
The recreation center in the Arboretum neighborhood 
stands out for its distinctive folded roofline. It was designed 
and funded by the National Park Service in the last years 
of its Mission 66 initiative to develop modern recreational 
buildings throughout the nation’s parks. The structure 
opened in 1969 and will be reused in an expanded center.

Judd & Detweiler Building
The offices and printing plant of Judd & Detweiler, a 
Washington firm established in 1868, is one of few remaining 
industrial buildings in the area near the Union Station 
rail yards. The firm printed publications for the Supreme 
Court, Smithsonian, Red Cross and many others, but is best 
known as the printer of millions of copies of the National 
Geographic magazine from 1896 to 1957.

Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
Holy Redeemer Parish was established in 1919, when more 
than 200 of Washington’s African-American Catholics 
petitioned for their own church. It was sponsored by the 
Josephite Fathers, who were founded to minister to freed 
slaves in the aftermath of the Civil War. The church was 
dedicated in 1922, and as the congregation grew, was 
joined by a convent in 1952 and primary school in 1955.

Truxton Circle Neighborhood
The historic resource analysis for the SC-MAGLEV project 
identified a potential historic district in the Truxton Circle 
neighborhood. The area consists mostly of row houses built 
between 1884 and 1910, including the historically significant 
“sanitary housing” on Bates Street, as includes a cluster of 
landmark schools important in African American history. 

About Determinations of Eligibility 

Federal agencies must consider the effect of their 
projects on properties either listed in or eligible for listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places. Agencies 
employ historic preservation professionals to identify 
these properties, usually by completing Determination 
of Eligibility (DOE) forms that document the history and 
potential significance of buildings and sites. A DOE can 
conclude that a property is either eligible or not eligible 
for National Register listing. 
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ANACOSTIA NAVAL AIR STATION SEAPLANE HANGAR

MARY CHURCH TERRELL PORTRAIT BY HARRIS & EWING

Federal Government Projects

The State Historic Preservation Office reviews federal government projects to ensure that historic and archaeological resources 
are adequately protected as provided by federal law. This process under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
also applies to private projects on federal land as well as federally funded or licensed projects on private property.  

In FY 2021, HPO reviewed 462 federal agency requests for project consultation, nearly the same as in FY 2020. Notable 
projects included:

Smithsonian Institution
The Smithsonian initiated consultation with the SHPO 
and interested parties on a new approach to its historic 
quadrangle, which is based on retaining and rehabilitating 
the historic features. This previous concept, opposed by the 
SHPO and others, envisioned a dramatic reconfiguration. 
The Smithsonian also revised its renovation plans for the 
HIrshhorn Sculpture Garden to retain the original wall 
material in the central area, helping to preserve its historic 
design quality.

Federal Reserve Board
Consultation concluded with the Federal Reserve Board 
and others on modernization of the Board’s headquarters 
and expansion into the adjacent U.S. Public Health Service 
building. The final MOA confirms design modifications, 
public access to the front lawns of both DC landmarks, 
and preparation of online educational materials including 
National Register documentation of the Fed’s 1937 building. 

Saint Elizabeths Hospital
The SHPO concluded a successful review of the proposed 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) 
headquarters on the west campus of the National Historic 
Landmark. The project will include preservation and 
adaptation of the adjacent historic power plant.

Mary Church Terrell House
Under the terms of a preservation covenant placed as a 
condition of National Park Service funding, the SHPO staff 
reviewed the renovation plans for the civil rights leader’s 
house to ensure compliance with federal preservation 
standards. Howard University has also received District funds 
to help reopen the house as a student-focused resource 
center.  

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
The SHPO reviewed a group of projects aimed at improving 
pedestrian connections across the canal and access to the 
boating and recreational activities.
 
Anacostia Naval Air Station
The US Air Force proceeded with plans to demolish two 
historic buildings, including the notable WWI-era seaplane 
hangar. The final MOA requires documentation to help 
mitigate the loss of a structure associated with landmark 
advancements in the early history of naval aviation, which 
began at the Anacostia station. 

About Section 106 Review 

Section 106 reviews typically involve coordination with the 
Commission of Fine Arts, National Capital Planning Commission, 
and Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. Civic groups often 
join the consultation on major projects. Consultation typically 
concludes with a binding Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
among the agencies, or a Programmatic Agreement (PA) 
for a multi-year plan involving related construction projects.

E n c o u r a g i n g  G o o d  S t e w a r d s h i p
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Agency Projects

Federal Government Project Reviews

Agency-Funded and Licensed Projects

Note: HUD/DHCD reviews are also tabulated as District projects. 
Key to abbreviations on page 37. 

126

233Total completed: Total completed:

FCC
HUD/DHCD

HUD
NCPC
FDIC

USRC
Treasury

HHS

71
44

20

5
7

2
1

38
21

16

12
12

8
9

15

229

National Park Service
General Services Administration

Navy
Department of Transportation

Department of Homeland Security
Army

Smithsonian
Air Force
Marines

Agriculture
Federal Reserve

Department of State
National Gallery of Art

Secret Service
Armed Forces Retirement Home

Amtrak
National Archives

8
4
4
4
3
2
1
1

153

1

CISA HEADQUARTERS, SAINT ELIZABETHS HOSPITAL

CISA HEADQUARTERS AT SAINT ELIZABETHS
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The Board held sixteen public meetings in FY 2021, all by 
WebEx, considering 96 cases on the agenda and 62 on the 
consent or denial calendars, for a total of 158 reviews. 

Of these reviews, fifteen were for large-scale projects; fifty 
were residential projects adding a third story or rear addition 
of two or three stories; fourteen were accessory projects 
constructing a new two-story garage or adding a second 
story to an existing garage; and eleven were new single-
family residences to be built on open lots (four in Anacostia, 
three in Shaw, and one each in the Capitol Hill, Dupont 
Circle, Takoma Park, and U Street historic districts).

In addition to its main focus on design review of construction 
projects, the Board adopted design guidelines for the new 
Colony Hill Historic District and endorsed a customizable 
signage prototype for public schools citywide. It also heard 
informational presentations on zoning changes applicable 
to alley lots, the DC archaeology program, the draft 
2025 Historic Preservation Plan, and lessons learned from 
analytical reviews of recently completed projects, 

Some of the notable projects are described below (listed by 
ward under the boundaries effective in 2021). 

Ward 2

Downtown Historic District
The Board approved construction of a roof pavilion on a 
prominent 1891 commercial building at 819 7th Street in 
Chinatown. Originally a furniture store and warehouse, the 
five-story building now houses offices above ground-floor 
commercial space. The roof pavilion in contemporary style 
is designed to provide an activity space and outdoor patio.  

Sixteenth Street Historic District
The Board approved a proposal by the First Baptist Church 
at 16th and O Streets NW to replace a non-contributing 
church annex from the 1980s with an addition that would 
be in scale with the church and house some of its functions, 
while including rental units above. The local fieldstone of the 
church extends along the street to create a base for the 
new structure.

HPRB Design Review

Under the District’s preservation law, the Historic Preservation Review Board advises the Mayor’s Agent to ensure that 
construction affecting historic landmarks and districts is consistent with their historic and architectural character. The law 
protects designated properties from demolition, promotes compatible alterations and additions, and encourages adaptation  
of historic buildings for current use.

HPRB considers major projects at monthly public meetings, while delegating to HPO the evaluation and processing of more 
routine applications. Most Board reviews occur at the concept design stage, after applicants have consulted with the HPO 
staff. Advisory Neighborhood Commissions and civic groups often review these projects at the same time, providing comments 
for HPRB consideration.
 

819 7TH STREET NW - ROOF TERRACE

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ADDITION

819 7TH STREET NW

P r o m o t i n g  H i g h - Q u a l i t y  R e i n v e s t m e n t
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Ward 3

Under Oak
In a courtesy review of a potential historic landmark, the 
Board evaluated and helped to shape a design concept 
for construction of a new building for the River School on 
the grounds of the Under Oak estate at Nebraska Avenue 
and Yuma Street in Tenleytown. The rambling picturesque 
estate house and several outbuildings would be adapted 
for the school’s use, while a new classroom building would 
be constructed along the Nebraska Avenue side of the 
property, with a substantial portion underground in order to 
retain a garden setting around the house.

Ward 4

Walter Reed Historic District
Acting on the resubmission of an earlier design, the 
Board gave concept approval for the construction of 50 
townhomes between Main Drive and Aspen Street on the 
former Walter Reed campus. The Board’s review focused on 
ensuring a compatible layout and architectural character. 

Walter Reed Historic District
Following significant refinement, the Board approved the 
design concept for the construction of a large five-story 
mixed use building with ground floor retail and apartments 
at 6900 Georgia Avenue NW. The block-long building is 
visually broken into three segments that will create a vibrant 
new streetscape facing Georgia between Main Drive and 
Dahlia Street.

Decatur Street Car Barn
At several hearings, the Board reviewed a plan by WMATA 
to upgrade and expand its Northern Bus Garage, formerly 
the Capital Traction Company’s car barn at 14th and 
Decatur Street NW, to accommodate a modernized fleet 
of larger buses. Concept for an extensive renovation of the 
car barn and its substantial additions includes rehabilitation, 
demolition and new construction to modify the facility to 
meet current bus garage standards. The Board endorsed 
restoration of the historic street facades and requested 
improvements in the relationship of the project to the 
landmark and surrounding community. 

DECATUR STREET CAR BARN EXPANSION

THE RIVER SCHOOL AT UNDER OAK

ASPEN STREET TOWNHOMES AT WALTER REED 

GEORGIA AVENUE MIXED USE AT WALTER REED

HPRB CONCEPT REVIEW - DECEMBER 2020 PAGE 36

VIEW LOOKING SOUTHEAST ALONG 14TH STREET

Northern Bus Garage

Proposed Perspective Views 

THE PARKS AT WALTER REED | PARCEL WXY 13

WXY SITE PLAN - PROPOSED

LU
ZO

N
 AVE.

LU
ZO

N
 AVE.

page 11

DAHLIA STREET RENDERING

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD,  2nd Presentation
The Parks at Walter Reed, Building QRS - Washington, DC |  1913.12 |   March 25, 2021

About Design Review at HPRB 

The Historic Preservation Review Board considers major 
projects, while delegating the processing of more routine 
applications to HPO. Most HPRB reviews occur at the 
concept design stage, after an initial consultation with 
the HPO staff. Advisory Neighborhood Commissions and 
civic groups routinely provide community comments for 
consideration by the Board. ANC comments receive 
“great weight” in HPRB deliberations.
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Ward 6

Mount Vernon Triangle Historic District
The Board approved the design concept for an 11-story 
retail and residential building incorporating the facade of 
the former Director’s Deli at 925 15th Street NW. The braced 
facade, which is the only portion of the old building that 
remains, is a rare example of a polychrome concrete panels 
with integral signage and a notable survivor from the old 
market neighborhood. It will be dismantled for restoration as 
part of the project.

Ward 7

Fort Dupont Park
The Board approved a revised design concept for the 
replacement of the Fort Dupont Ice Arena located in Fort 
Dupont Park opposite historic Sousa Middle School. The 
simple modernist design in neutral-colored materials is similar 
to the nearby Youth Baseball Academy.

Ward 8

Saint Elizabeths Hospital Historic District
The Board gave conceptual approval for the construction 
of a six-story office building on the southern edge of the 
campus, at 1200 Alabama Avenue SE. The Whitman-Walker 
health center will be the primary tenant of the new building.

The Board also gave concept approval for the construction 
of a new health hospital, ambulatory pavilion, and  parking 
garage at 2700 Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard SE. The 
$375 million full-service hospital, a partnership between 
the District of Columbia and Universal Health Services, is 
scheduled to break ground in 2022 and open in late 2024. It 
will be the largest new building on the east campus and will 
occupy the former site of the high-rise Dorothea Dix Pavilion. WHITMAN-WALKER HEALTH CENTER

NEW UHS HOSPITAL AT SAINT ELIZABETHS

925 5TH STREET NW

P r o m o t i n g  H i g h - Q u a l i t y  R e i n v e s t m e n t

SCALE:
DATE:

MODELVIEW
5th&KStreetNWCondominiums

A036 03/04/21

BRICKOPTION METALOPTION

Parcel 17
St. Elizabeths East
Washington, DC

A-8
Proposed Sycamore Drive Perspective View _ Alternate 2

October 8, 2020
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Public Hearings by the Mayor’s Agent

If the Historic Preservation Review Board recommends against issuance of a permit application, the applicant may request 
a public hearing by the Mayor’s Agent. The Mayor’s Agent also holds public hearings on any proposed demolition of a 
historic building or subdivision that separates property from the site of a historic landmark. These hearings give the Mayor 
an opportunity to weigh the public interest in not just the historic preservation issues evaluated by HPRB, but also economic 
considerations and the city’s other planning and community development goals.

In FY 2021, the Mayor’s Agent heard and decided one new 
case and issued two orders on cases already heard. 

Northern Bus Garage
The Mayor’s Agent held a public hearing to review a permit 
application submitted by WMATA to demolish portions of 
the original walls and structure at the Northern Bus Garage. 
The decision affirmed WMATA’s claim that the demolition 
was necessary to construct a project of special merit 
providing improved transportation and other community 
benefits. 

Scottish Rite Temple
The Mayor’s Agent issued a decision on the request by 
developer Perseus TDC and the Scottish Rite Temple, heard 
in FY 2020, to subdivide the temple property for residential 
construction. The Mayor’s Agent found the subdivision 
consistent with the purposes of the preservation law and 
later denied a request by parties in opposition to stay the 
decision until reviewed by the DC Court of Appeals.

Rear 616 I Street NW
The Mayor’s Agent granted a request for extension of the 
2015 Mayor’s Agent Order allowing for the demolition of a 
historic alley structure in the Downtown Historic District. The 
order is effective until December 2022.

Foundry Branch Trestle, Glover-Archbold Park 
In October 2020, the DC Preservation League filed suit with 
the DC Court of Appeals contesting the September 2020 
order of the Mayor’s Agent approving demolition and 
removal of the trestle on the basis of economic hardship.

NORTHERN BUS GARAGE SHOWING ORIGINAL REAR WALLS TO BE REMOVED

PLAN VIEW OF SCOTTISH RITE TEMPLE AND PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL BUILDING

About the Mayor’s Agent

Unlike HPRB, the Mayor’s Agent may consider the 
economic impacts and other public benefits of a 
proposed project.  For approval, the Mayor’s Agent 
must find that failure to issue a permit would result in 
unreasonable economic hardship to the owner, or 
that issuance of the permit is necessary in the public 
interest, by virtue of exemplary architecture, specific 
features of land planning, or social and other high 
priority community service benefits.  
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Building Permit Reviews

While HPRB considers major projects, HPO reviews more routine applications under delegated authority. The overwhelming 
majority of construction permits for work affecting historic property are processed “over the counter” by the HPO staff, with 
the remaining applications referred to HPRB. HPO also reviews subdivision and raze applications citywide. To expedite reviews 
and ensure continuous customer service on a walk-in basis, an HPO staff member is available to review and clear applications 
during all business hours.

During FY 2021, HPO received 5,915 permit, subdivision, and related applications. Of this total, 97% were reviewed by HPO 
on an expedited basis, typically with a turnaround time of a few minutes to a few days. Compared to FY 2020, this is an 4% 
decrease in the number of applications reviewed, due to disruptions caused by Covid conditions in 2021.

Sustainability Guidelines 

HPRB’s Sustainability Guidelines support making historic 
buildings energy-efficient. In FY 2021, HPO approved 397 
solar panel installations, for a total of 2,061 such approvals 
to date. This represents about double the national rate 
of solar installations in new homes as measured in a 2021 
study by Solar Energy Associates..

Permit and Concept Reviews by Type and Referral

Application
Type

Total 
Received HPRB Mayor’s 

Agent
Alteration/Addition 5,004 106 0

New Construction      96   46 0

Demolition      13     0 1

Subdivision      93     0 0

Other*    715     0 0

TOTAL FY 2021 5921 152 (2.5%) 1

FY 2020 6,173 123 (2%) 2

FY 2019 6,699 164 (2.5%) 7

FY 2018 5,681 157 (3%) 4

FY 2017 5,225 196 (3%) 3

FY 2016 5,361 172 (3%) 3

FY 2015 5,183 215 (5%) 7

FY 2014 5,034 240 (5%) 6

FY 2013 4,708 203 (4%) 1
*  Change of use permits, permit revisions, temporary work, non-

historic razes,and work confirmed to be interior only

 

HPO Review of Permit and Subdivision Applications
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P r o m o t i n g  H i g h - Q u a l i t y  R e i n v e s t m e n t
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In FY 2021, the SHPO reviewed two applications for 
rehabilitation and four applications for certification 
of significance for charitable conservation. The SHPO 
approved final certification documents for the $145 million 
rehabilitation of the former Army Institute of Pathology, post 
theater, and former hospital ward 52 at Walter Reed for the 
Research and Innovation Campus of the Children’s National 
Hospital.

Preservation Tax Incentives

Federal tax credits create an important incentive for local reinvestment in historic buildings. The State Historic Preservation 
Office promotes the use of these credits by helping property owners to obtain the required National Register listing and 
National Park Service approval for their rehabilitation plans.

Rehabilitation Projects Certified in FY 2021
Final Certification of Construction

Walter Reed HD 7144 13th Place NW $ 104,852,176

Walter Reed HD 7115 and 7125 13th Place NW $ 40,420,601

TOTAL $ 145,272,777

Proposed Rehabilitations Reviewed in FY 2021
Proposed Rehabilitations and Estimated Cost

The Hampshire 5000-5040 New Hampshire 
Avenue NW $ 8,100,000

Walter Reed HD 7144 13th Place NW $ 104,852,176

TOTAL $ 112,952,176

REHABILITATED HOSPITAL WARD AT WALTER REED

P r o m o t i n g  H i g h - Q u a l i t y  R e i n v e s t m e n t

Federal Preservation Tax Incentives 

The federal tax code offers  a 20% tax credit for the cost 
of substantially rehabilitating an income-producing 
property listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places. All work must comply with the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. Another 
incentive allows the owner of a National Register 
property to deduct the value of a preservation 
easement as a charitable contribution for income 
tax purposes. In both cases, the SHPO reviews all 
applications and advises the National Park Service on 
its certification decisions.

Final Certi�cation of Completed Construction in $ millions
Completed Projects Receiving Final Certi�cation
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Affordable Housing 

The District’s large supply of older and historic buildings is an important renewable resource in the city’s quest for adequate 
affordable housing. The SHPO helps affordable housing providers to obtain the National Register listing that makes buildings 
eligible for federal preservation tax credits, and offers guidance in meeting the preservation standards for rehabilitation. 
These projects often combine the preservation credits with other incentives to help meet the city’s housing needs. Such 
renovations are now among the primary District beneficiaries of the federal preservation tax incentives program. 

Although Covid-related construction delays inhibited 
efforts in FY 2021 to utilize historic rehabilitation tax credits 
for affordable housing projects, there was one project that 
was initiated this year. Wesley New Hampshire LLC was 
approved to use the tax credits to convert The Hampshire 
from market rate apartments to affordable units. When 
complete, the two buildings at 5000 and 5040 New 
Hampshire Avenue NW will add 56 new affordable units to 
the District’s inventory.

Another project at 410 Cedar Street NW in the Takoma 
Park Historic District progressed toward completion and 
will provide an estimated 30 new affordable units when 
finished. This project began in 2020 shortly after the tenants 
purchased the 1926 garden apartment under the District’s 
TOPA program.

5000 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE NW

Tenant-Sponsored Affordable Housing

Read more about the tenants who were successful 
in preserving their homes in 401 Cedar Street in this 
MarketWatch story at:

www.marketwatch.com/story/four-years-13-million-
and-dozens-of-hands-how-affordable-housing-gets-
made-in-america-2019-05-22 
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Property Maintenance

The Historic Preservation Office monitors historic properties for serious deterioration, working with Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions and community organizations. Upon inspection, HPO encourages property owners to comply voluntarily with 
the maintenance standards in the building code. If neglect continues, HPO can take appropriate enforcement action in 
coordination with the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) and Board for the Condemnation of Insanitary 
Buildings (BCIB). 

During the Covid pandemic, HPO focused its enforcement 
action on permit violations rather than non-emergency 
property maintenance concerns. Nonetheless, FY 2021 
marked a significant milestone in coordinated efforts to 
resolve long-standing cases of neglect in historic Anacostia. 

Historic Anacostia Affordable Housing Rehabilitation
In 2018, acting on emergency legislation submitted by 
Mayor Bowser, the DC Council transferred four severely 
deteriorated properties in historic Anacostia to the L’Enfant 
Trust with the requirement to sell the renovated buildings as 
workforce housing. The Trust is now raising funds for the final 
rehabilitation of duplex house known as “Big Green.”

P r o t e c t i n g  H i s t o r i c  A s s e t s

Historic Properties Redevelopment Program in Anacostia

Property Acquired Renovated Project Cost Purchase Price Sale Date Project Loss

2010 14th Street SE 2013 2014 $ 515,741 $ 377,000 July 2014 $ 138,741

1347 Maple View Place SE 2013 2014 $ 617,746 $ 390,000 Nov 2014 $ 228,746

1518 W Street SE 2018 2020 $ 603,675 $ 410,000 Feb 2021 $ 193,675

1326 Valley Place SE 2018 2020 $ 730,320 $ 649,000 Oct 2021   $ 81,320

1648 U Street SE 2018 2021 $ 729,633 for sale

1220 Maple View Place SE 2018 est. $ 2,000,000

1518 W STREET SE - BEFORE 1326 VALLEY PLACE SE - BEFORE 1648 U STREET SE - BEFORE

Historic Properties Redevelopment Program

With the purchase of two Anacostia houses in 2013, the 
L’Enfant Trust launched a rescue program for highly 
distressed historic properties. Acting as a non-profit 
developer, the Trust takes on projects that would not 
be economically feasible for homeowners or for-profit 
developers. The goal is to boost community revitalization 
by returning these homes to moderate-income families. The 
Trust has now completed the rehabilitation of five Anacostia 
houses at a significant financial loss.
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Historic Landmark and District Protection Fund

Interim Balance (10/1/20) $ 167,890

Pandemic budget cut - 127,039

Beginning Balance (10/1/20)     Service $ 40,851

Revenue     Assessments and collections 41,921

Expense (to Historical Society of Washington)     Archaeological services - 12,044

Expense (to HP outreach consultant)     HP outreach services - 9,000

Expense (to HPRB members)     Meeting stipends - 8,994

Expense (to DC Office of Zoning)     Video broadcast of HPRB meetings - 6,883

Expense (to Mayor’s Agent hearing officer)     Mayor’s Agent hearing services - 5,000

Ending Balance (9/30/21) $ 40,851

1518 W STREET SE - AFTER 1648 U STREET SE - AFTER

1648 U STREET SE - BEFORE

1326 VALLEY PLACE SE - AFTER

1220 MAPLE VIEW PLACE SE - SCHEDULED FOR REHABILITATION

Demolition by Neglect

HPO takes progressive action to seek voluntary compliance. 
when failure to maintain historic property leads to significant  
deterioration. Most cases are resolved through infraction 
notices and civil fines, often in coordination with efforts by 
the BCIB, which includes an HPO representative. Another 
highly effective tool is DCRA’s ability to classify property as 
blighted, resulting in a higher property tax rate.

If repeated efforts to obtain voluntary compliance fail, 
a last resort is to seek a court order under the demolition 
by neglect provisions of the preservation law. The Historic 
Landmark and District Protection (HLP) Fund can be used to 
pay the costs of repair work necessary to prevent demolition 
by neglect.
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Inspections and Compliance

The Historic Preservation Office works directly with owners and contractors to encourage voluntary compliance with the 
preservation law and permit requirements. HPO also maintains an inspections  and  enforcement function in cooperation with 
the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs. Owners who come into compliance after receipt of a violation notice 
avoid further enforcement action. 

In FY 2021, HPO inspectors conducted 680 inspections, a 9% 
decrease compared to FY 2020. HPO took 151 enforcement 
actions, a 15% increase compared to FY 2020. Inspectors 
issued 52 stop work orders, 61 corrective orders, and 44 
infraction notices (a 47% increase). Most notable was a large 
increase in the number of inspections in the Bloomingdale 
historic district. An example is given below.  

At the end of FY 2021, 39 infraction notices were on file 
with the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH), reflecting 
a residual Covid-related case load that has largely been 
resolved.

Bloomingdale Historic District 
In response to a resident’s alert about major facade 
alterations under way at a 1st Street rowhouse without a 
posted permit, HPO inspectors issued a Stop Work order 
and required the contractor to obtain the proper permits. 
A large section of face brick had been removed to correct 
an underlying structural deficiency. Obtaining the historic 
preservation clearance and permit ensured that the repair 
was done in accordance with a written scope of work and 
plans consistent with historic preservation requirements.

Mount Pleasant Historic District 
The front porch replacement and rear addition at 1756 
Kilbourne Place NW were finally completed on a project 
that was not compliant with permits and stalled for several 
years due to financial issues.  

P r o t e c t i n g  H i s t o r i c  A s s e t s
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Districts are listed from largest to smallest according to the number of contributing buildings 
HPO Inspections and Compliance 

HPO maintains an inspections and compliance  
program under the provisions of the historic 
preservation law and a Memorandum of 
Agreement with DCRA, which is responsible for 
building code enforcement citywide. When 
necessary, HPO inspectors can stop work in 
progress and issue a notice of infraction and 
fine, which is typically more than $4,000. HPO 
enforcement actions can be adjudicated 
through DCRA’s stop work appeals process or by 
the Office of Administrative Hearings.
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National Preservation Awards

The National Preservation Awards, presented annually at the PastForward Conference held by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, recognize the nation’s best historic preservation projects. In 2021, the modernization of the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial Library was one of three recipients of the Richard H. Driehaus Foundation National Preservation Award. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library

The District of Columbia’s main public library honors the life 
and legacy of the nation’s foremost civil rights leader. Its 
transformative restoration and modernization by DC Public 
Libraries was funded entirely by the District of Columbia. 

The Dutch firm Mecanoo was the project architect, in 
partnership with local firm Martinez + Johnson Architecture 
(which has since merged with OTJ Architects). The new 
rooftop garden terrace was designed by landscape 
architecture firm Oehme, van Sweden. Construction 
management was by the Smoot|Gilbane Joint Venture.

R e c o g n i z i n g  E x c e l l e n c e

For more about the library renewal, 
see the DC Public Library website at 
www.dclibrary.org/mlkfuture 
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CFA	 US Commission of Fine Arts

DCPS	 District of Columbia Public Schools

DCPCS	 District of Columbia Public Charter Schools

DCRA	 Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 

DDOT	 District Department of Transportation

DGS	 Department of General Services

DCAH	 DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities

DHCD	 Department of Housing and Community Development

DHS	 Department of Homeland Security

DMPED	 Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development

DOEE	 Department of Energy and the Environment

DPR	 Department of Public Works

DPW	 Department of Parks and Recreation
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FEMA	 Federal Emergency Management Agency
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HD	 Historic District

HHS	 Department of Health and Human Services

HPO	 Historic Preservation Office, Office of Planning

HPRB	 Historic Preservation Review Board

HSEMA	 Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 

HUD	 Department of Housing and Urban Development
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WMATA	 Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
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TURRET AT 902 EAST CAPITOL STREET NE
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The Office of Planning (OP) is tasked with planning for the 
long-term growth of the District of Columbia, to help ensure 
it reflects our values of an inclusive and vibrant city. We 
help the District work toward a positive future in which all 
District residents can thrive, regardless of income, race, 
age, or background. OP guides development in the District 
of Columbia’s distinctive neighborhoods by engaging 
stakeholders and residents, performing research and 
analysis, serving as the steward of our historic resources, 
and publishing various planning documents, including the 
Comprehensive Plan.

www.planning.dc.gov


