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Owner Lovelyn Anderson seeks concept review for a two-story side addition on a two-story 
brick rowhouse at 1125 5th Street NW in the Mount Vernon Square Historic District. Plans 
were prepared by Fowler Architects. This property was reviewed by the Board at the 
September meeting.  
 
Property Description and Context  
1225 5th Street is a small, two-story projecting bay rowhouse. While no original building 
permit can be found, the front façade likely dates to c. 1890. Survey information contained in 
the historic district nomination cites tax records which indicate the original structure at 1225 
may be a wood frame dwelling from c. 1870 and that that the later brick façade was an 
alteration to the older structure.  
 
Adjacent to 1225 is a vacant corner lot that historically had been used as a commercial 
lumber and coal yard, and later as an automobile gas station. This type of commercial use 
was not infrequent in Mount Vernon Square; the southeast corner of 4th and Ridge streets had 
the same history of use.  As these types of commercial uses were eclipsed in the 20th century, 
many such corner lots were improved with commercial or residential buildings. 
 
Proposal  
The owner has revised the design along the lines of guidance provided by the Board in 
September when she was advised to come back to the Board with a larger addition. Although 
a very atypical recommendation, the Board felt a larger addition in this particular case could 
utilize the advantage of the corner lot and appropriately fill in the streetscape, while still 
remaining proportional and secondary to the primary structure at 1225 5th Street.  
 
The owner’s revised proposal is to still combine the two lots into a single lot but to increase 
the two-story addition to a 19 x 35 foot footprint. It will be attached to the south wall of 1225 
at the rear of the lot, the east end of the addition. Because the existing south wall is 
doglegged, the depth of the addition will be 14 feet on the west and 19 feet on the east. The 
end of the addition along Ridge Street will take the form of an 18 foot wide, brick projecting 
bay. A new feature of the revised proposal is a two story 4 x 20 foot frame porch to the west 
of the projection. The remaining addition behind the porch reveals a 10 foot wide face to 5th 
Street. The gradually sloped profile of the existing south wall will be realigned as a level 
parapet wall and align with the height of the addition.  



Evaluation and Recommendation  
HPO recommends that the revisions have gone a step beyond what the Board envisioned 
when they recommended that the addition could benefit from being enlarged. HPO 
engaged in a collaborative design process with the owner and architect and believe that a 
compatible addition remains possible, but that this iteration is too large and 
disproportionate to be a compatible addition.  
 
HPO provided to the owner and designer several examples of historic corner rowhouses 
and highlighted their patterns of massing and proportion. A very common corner 
rowhouse type found in the area of Mount Vernon Square features one--sometimes two--
projecting bays at the end of the long façade away from the corner. Regardless of the 
number the projecting bays, they were the same proportion as bays on the short front 
façade. The revised proposal attempts to utilize this pattern, but the resulting 18 foot wide 
projection, consisting of two bays of windows has no proportional relation to the front 
bay.  
 
The porch, while not a typical feature of Mount Vernon Square still has the potential to 
serve a useful role on this corner site. It could screen the massing of the addition and 
make a grand gesture to the corner. However, the porch dimensions proposed result in a 
porch that is very shallow; it would cast little shadow or depth on the façade and be 
barely usable. Since its width is nearly equal to that of the 2-bay projection it lacks 
hierarchy or distinction from the projection when really what’s called for is porch that 
takes priority from the projection and addresses the corner in a meaningful way. 
Increasing the depth of the porch will also reduce the dimension of brick on the 5th Street 
face of the addition, which at its proposed width and proximity to the front elevation of 
1225 competes with 1225. The addition should not compete with the front of 1225 so a 
narrowing of brick or setting the addition farther back from 5th Street would both be steps 
in the right direction towards a compatible addition.    
 
 
Recommendation  
The HPO recommends that the Board withhold concept approval and advise the applicant to 
revise the design along the following lines and return to the Board: 

1. Reduce the width of the brick projection facing Ridge to one bay, 12-14 feet wide 
2. Expand the dimensions of the porch to approximately 5 x 20 
 

No portion of this recommendation shall be construed as approval for any necessary 
zoning relief. 


