
6/22/2012 11th Street Bridge Concept Ward 6 informational Meeting Summary 

Meeting held: Tuesday, June 19th, 2012, 6:30-8:00 PM 

Location: Lumber Shed at Yards Park, 300 Water Street SE 

 Special Thank You was given to Forest City, Capital Riverfront BID, and Yards Park. 

Overall Summary: Many statements of support were made and there were several expressions of 
enthusiasm for the concept. Interest in getting more involved with the project was stated. There were 
no statements against continuing to study the concept and proceeding with the competition as 
proposed.  

DCOP staff in attendance:  

Harriet Tregoning, Director, Office of Planning 

Thor Nelson, Planner 

Dan Kost, Planner 

Melissa Bird, Ward 6 Planner 

Patricia Zingsheim, Associate Director of Revitalization and Design 

Presenting:   

Harriet Tregoning, Director of Planning opened the meeting and introduced Jesus 

Jesus Aguirre, Director of Parks and Recreation spoke about his agency’s support and enthusiasm for the 
project and the partnership with the Office of Planning 

Patricia Zingsheim, Welcome and Introductions; described goal for meeting and process to date. 

Harriet Tregoning, Presentation on 11th Street Bridge SE concept and benefits 

Total Attendance: 

18 signed in and 5-7 additional drop-ins,  

Agenda: 

6:30-7:00 Welcome and Introductions, everyone introduced themselves and indicated where they lived. 
Majority were from Ward 6.  

7:00-7:45 11th Street Bridge Presentation 

7:45-8:00 PM Wrap-Up 

Concepts Explained in PowerPoint Presentation:  

 Location and relationship to new bridge construction 

 What’s proposed 



 Concepts for reuse 

 Relationship to other ongoing initiatives in Ward 6 

 History 

 Benefits:  
o Ties together both sides of the river and moves closer to the Mayor’s One City Goal 
o Provides a unique attraction and icon in the SE part of the city, highly benefitting the 

communities along both sides of the Anacostia (Wards 6, 7, and 8) AND the entire city. 
o Celebrates the Anacostia River and the culture of the communities along it.  
o Links currently dispersed recreation assets and resources along the river; parks, trails, 

recreation amenities ie. Anacostia Boathouse, Anacostia Rec Center, Yards Park, 
Diamond Teague park, future parks at Poplar Point. 

o Provides health and active living benefits.  

Questions: 

-Is 2016 is a real or projected date to begin work, How would you include development on the other side 
of the river? 

-Who will pay for this, where will the funding come from?  

-Will there be community involvement in design process? 

-What other types of partnerships do you need in raising $20-30 million? 

-What sort of ideas do you have to fund the bridge without brick or mortar retail? 

-What about security? Who will police the bridge? 

-What about growing food? 

- Will the development of St. Elizabeth’s create demand and play into this? 

OP Responses: 

- 2016 would be the earliest point where work would be finished on the bridge.  We envision 
development in Anacostia and Ward 8 to tie together, economic development on both sides of the river. 

- The District will not fund the construction of the recreation bridge solely. Funding will be raised 
through a mix of private/public partnerships.  

- The Office of Planning welcomes community involvement in the 11th Street Bridge design process. 
There will be heavy community involvement during the design competition, a very engaged community 
with a District choice on one or two designs. Health organizations are also a potential partner and we 
are reaching out to them. We welcome partnerships in the public and private health sector as well as 
the education sector as a goal of the bridge concept is to promote and teach healthy physical activity.  

 

- $20-30 million is far too much for the District to cover alone. The Office of Planning believes the bridge 
will serve as a revenue generator. - The Office of Planning is actively exploring revenue generating 



options that do not include brick and mortar options such passive and active recreation resources. Some 
examples would be watercraft rental, food trucks or special event space rentals.  

- The Bridge Project is about promoting open access for all across the river and fostering a safe place to 
play and enjoy. Likely a 3rd party will oversee security independent of the District.  

- We have received plenty of requests to establish community food gardens and plots and this is 
something we support. The Office of Planning recognizes a requirement for urban agriculture in our city. 
The Bridge span will have enough room to explore the creation of a “garden to market” food operation 
in a unique urban setting that has not been done before.  

-The “Silver Tsunami” effect is a demographic shift facing our city’s workforce. It alludes to a mass 
turnover of federal works and an influx of younger workers coming to Washington.  These workers are 
looking to settle and buy homes in the District. Washington requires attractive amenities to retain this 
younger workforce. The 11th Street Recreational Bridge will serve as a standout attraction for new and 
current residents.  

Comments from meeting attendees stated verbally or in response to the cards asking:  What Would You 
Like to See on the Bridge? 

- Program connecting kids in Ward 6 to kids in Ward 8, Focus on kids being engaged in physical activity 

- An advisory board that includes teens from the impacted areas.  

- Event Space, Could be an additional sourced of revenue 

- A playground  

- Lounge Chairs 

- Bike Lanes/Trolley Line 

- Bike-share stations  

- Bocce Courts 

- Dog Run 

- Outdoor Theater  

- Restaurant+ outdoor seating 

-Public/Community Gardens/plots 

-Programs; Community Arts Show with vendor booths (local artist) 

-Water park/play fountain 

- Avoid over-programming with too many uses, allow places for respite 

- Ferris Wheel (as existed historically Long Branch New Jersey on the pier) 

- The Anacostia is used for helicopter traffic; There needs to be quiet zones and shading for lounging. 

 

 


