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Public Meeting Comment Digest
This was the third public meeting for the Maryland Avenue SW Plan,
as part of the Southwest Ecodistrict Initiative.

July 14, 2011, 6:30 -8:30 p.m.
1100 4'" Street, SW (2" Floor Meeting Room)

DC Office of Planning (OP) Attendees: Andrea Limauro (Ward 3 Neighborhood Planner), Tarek
Bolden (Ward 1 Neighborhood Planner), Melissa Bird (Ward 6 Neighborhood Planner), Joyce Tsepas
(Project Manager)

Consultant Attendees: Ryan Bouma (AECOM), Claire Sale (AECOM), Stephanie Winnicki (AECOM)

Agenda: Open House (6:30-7:00), Introduction (7:00-7:15)
Presentation, Question + Answer (7:15-8:15)
Adjournment (8:30)

Meeting Summary: OP held a public meeting for the Maryland Avenue SW Plan on July 14, 2011. Over
35 people attended the meeting, including interested citizens, area residents and neighborhood leaders.
The public had the opportunity to review final draft recommendations and talk to members of the
project team prior to the formal presentation. At the start of the presentation, Joyce Tsepas gave an
overview of the planning initiative, the status of where we are in the planning process and the purpose
of the meeting —which was also provided in the agenda handout. After the overview, Ryan Bouma from
AECOM presented draft recommendations and led a question and answer session.

Comments were noted on input forms and flip boards. The following summary is a compilation of the
comments that were communicated by participants during the question and answer session. The
summary does not include direct quotes and does not represent a consensus. Public comments will be
considered throughout plan completion along with other inputs like the Comprehensive Plan, the
Monumental Core Framework Plan, agency coordination, Task Force and Advisory Committee input, and
federal and local policies.

Feedback Summary:

e Identify other development opportunities (i.e. tourist hotels) and leverage those opportunities
e Breaking up the monotonous height in this area is positive

e Consider the opportunity at DOE and how this can be phased with the Avenue

e (CSX needs to consider community benefits

e Covering and enclosing CSX is positive because it is noisy

e There is support for improving connections around Maryland Avenue, SW

e Depict the elevation of the Avenue at various intersections and the vista to the Capitol



e Consider the relationship to Banneker

e The connection of 12" Street southward needs to be considered

e Some participants thought that the Portals is a great model and others felt that it is too concrete

e Consider how this area can connect to 14" Street

e Maryland Avenue is a mirror to Pennsylvania in the L’Enfant Plan, but it should be given more
definition; there is room to activate Maryland Avenue

e Residential may be isolated in this part of town, which is why hotels are appealing

e Thereisn’t a current demand for residential

e The Plan should convey the significance of Maryland Avenue

e Rebranding the area around the idea of recreation and an evolving Southwest is positive

e Theidea of incorporating residential and office in the same building should be considered

e Additional infill on the south side of the Avenue should be considered

e Center road alignment makes sense (allee of trees is important)

e The character of reservation 113 will define neighborhood; the grade change presents an
interesting landscape opportunity or a chance to incorporate a civic structure in the slope

e Increasing density is positive

Next Steps:

OP and consultant team AECOM will be considering input, meeting with agencies and developing the
final plan report for public comment. The report will include an implementation framework for
developing the Avenue and potential infill sites into a well-connected and lively avenue. Information
about the Maryland Avenue SW Plan is available on OP’s website at: www.planning.dc.gov.

NCPC will be hosting a public meeting for the Southwest Ecodistrict on July 26, 2011 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
at 1100 4™ Street, SW (2™ Floor Meeting Room). The meeting will focus on development scenarios,
including public realm character for the 10™Street, SW corridor.

Questions or Comments:

As a follow-up to the July 14, 2011 meeting, please provide comments by August 5, 2011 by contacting
Joyce Tsepas (OP).

Questions are welcome any time.
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