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Older Americans Month: May 2017 - A Snapshot of DC’s Elderly Population

By Joy Phillips

After a meeting with the National Council of Senior Citizens, President John F Kennedy encouraged all Americans to pay tribute to older people across the country by designating May 1963 as Senior Citizens Month. Every president since
has issued a formal proclamation during or before the month of May in support of older Americans. In 1980, President Jimmy Carter issued a proclamation changing the name of this observance to Older Americans Month. This month
continues to be a time to celebrate older population through ceremonies, events and public recognition.

A snapshot of the elderly population (age 60 years and older) in the District of Columbia in 2015 showed the following:

(Note: Data are from the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey (ACS) 1-Year Estimates, except otherwise indicated).
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or older. (Source: DC Office of Planning, State Data Center)
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Poverty Owner-Occupied Units Computer and Internet Use
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The percentage of The percentage of The number of responders age 65 A
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age 60 and older is an increase from 2014 (50,251). A
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' the internet through a high-speed
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in 2015 who were
widowed.

poverty in 2015.

the population age
60 and older in

internet connection in 2015, up from
43,260 in 2014.

(Note: Data for the 60-64 years population was not available).
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