
Q: Our office is located outside the District, but we have an agent that provides us with a domestic 
business corporation representation including a DC address, and we have business license to operate in 
Washington DC. Are we eligible to apply? 
A: To be eligible, an entity must be physically located in the District. Use of an agent alone to fulfill 
certain government requirements of licensing and registration does not count towards this requirement. 

Q: Regarding GZEP projects, does an applicant have to schedule something for the entire six weeks and 
all 5 days? 
A: No, you can choose the time and days needed. 

Q: For GZEP, the age range is 14-24 years old. Can I write curriculum for one age group or does it have to 
be for all the ages? 
A: You probably want to keep it broad but you can write to one age group specifically. The groups are 
divided into two sections, 14-21 and 22-24.  

Q: Are you looking for some specific performance metrics for green infrastructure? 
A: While there is a scoring criteria for quantifiable outcomes, the applicant will propose which outcomes 
they quantify and track. 

Q: How stringent is the job requirement in Project Area 2? Are there specific requirements to create 
jobs? 
A: There’s flexibility. The focus is to create or promote green jobs. 

Q: Is the education portion as important as the quantifiable outcomes? 
A: Refer to the scoring criteria.  

Q: Is it acceptable to do work on federal property? 
A: Must have permission from the landowner in the form of a letter of support. The property must be in 
the District of Columbia. 

Q: Can grant money go to pay a salary? 
A: Yes you can pay a salary. Note that one criteria is if the budget is cost-effective. 

Q: The RFA states that RiverSmart Innovation Grants are not intended to replace the funding for an 
existing program or activity. Please explain.  
A: This grant is not intended to replace funds from another funding source or maintain the status quo 
for a project, program, or activity already underway.   

Q: Can funds be used to add a stormwater project to a larger project? 
A: This would be an eligible use of funds. 

Q: Does the education portion have to be funded by this grant? 
A: This could be funded through a match. 

Q: Could we accurately interpret GZEP as a labor pool? 
A: GZEP participants can be considered an eligible labor pool for your project.  However, it is also 

reasonable to identify another source of labor for your project. 



Q: Would these 350 students be choosing the GZEP program or are they assigned? 
A: Students rank the programs they are most interested in working during the summer. Some actively 

select the Green Zone Environmental Program (GZEP), while others are placed.  

Q: When you say GZEP is located at DCPS sites, does that mean they work at the school itself or can they 
do work at other locations?  
A: The Green Zone Environmental Program (GZEP) consists of youth participants within the District’s 

Summer Youth Program who seek to work at various locations, some of which are Schools.  

Q: What is GZEP funded through?  
A: The Green Zone Environmental Program (GZEP) is funded through the Marion Barry Summer Youth 

Employment Program. 

Q: Who determines the number of points you receive on your application?  
A: The applications received by DOEE are all reviewed and scored by a selection committee. 

Q: What is an MS4?  
A: MS4 is the acronym for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 

Q: Is project selection based on the merit of the proposal or are you trying to spread it across all the 
wards?  
A: Selection is based on the merit of the application; however, five points are awarded to projects 

benefiting the Anacostia Watershed and five points for projects benefiting the MS4 areas of the 
District.  

Q: Are there any means to continue a project if it gets funded, or to fund a project that would take 
multiple years?  

A: It is DOEE’s intent to offer this competitive grant annually, pending the availability of funds. 

Q. Can grant funds be used exclusively for planning instead of implementation? 
A. Planning (including research, design, and community engagement) is a fundable activity. DOEE will 
consider funding planning, only if the proposal will demonstrate how the proposed RiverSmart 
Innovation Grant (RSIG) activities will be executed, and that the applicant has realistic ways for 
executing it, such as funds secured for project implementation. 

Q: Is a design charrette sufficient for funding? 
A. Design charrette is a fundable activity. Please see the answer above related to DOEE’s funding of 
planning projects. 

Q: Is the GZEP stipend part of the grant total? 
A: The stipend provided to participants of GZEP is provided through a different funding source. 

Q: When are GZEP sites made public? 
A: DOEE will not have specific locations until March or early April. 

Q: Are there minimum qualifications for who can teach the education component? 
A: While a teaching credential is not necessary, the background and professional experience of the 
teachers should be described in the application. 



Q: Is it mandatory that applying entities have to host field trips with schools? 
A: No, it is not a requirement that applying entities host field trips with schools. 

Q: Can the methods of education be unconventional? 
A: On page 19 of the RFA, some examples of educational methods are provided. Applicants can propose 
educational methods beyond what is presented in the RFA. 

Q: Is the grant scoring information in the RFA? 
A: Yes, page 20 of the RFA reflects the scoring criteria by which all applications will be scored. 

Q: Related to GZEP, which is a summer program, could the grant close out in the summer? 
A: Projects should be completed on or before April 30, 2017 (see page 18 of the RFA). 

Q: Does an applicant have to start its project in April or can an applicant begin later? 
A: The grantees will have to carry out the project between the date of DOEE’s Notice of Grant Award to 
the successful applicant and April 30, 2017 (see page 18 of the RFA). 

Q: Does the project have to go the full period of the grant? 
A: It is acceptable for a project to be completed prior to the end of the grant period if outputs and 
outcomes are met prior to the end of the project period. 

Q: If the plan involves GZEP, what kind of relationship needs to be established before submitting the 
application? 
A: Applicants do not need a preexisting relationship with GZEP before submitting an application. 

Q: What if GZEP can’t commit to my proposal by February 29th? 
A. All proposals, including those that involve GZEP, are due on February 29 and will be scored on the 
merits of the information provide in the application.  

Q: As an applicant, if I propose a tree planting project with GZEP, do I have to submit a budget for 
working with GZEP and for buying the trees using funding from the Innovation Grant? 
A: Applications must include a budget of all cost associated with the implementation of the proposed 
project.  

Q: Please expand on what is a quantifiable outcome. 
A: On page 19 of the RFA “Project Outcomes”, there is a list of quantifiable outcomes. 

Q: Are the grants awarded just on the numerical score? 
A: Applications will be scored based on the scoring criteria presented on page 20 of the RFA. 

Q: Under Project Area 1, does that include areas in the public right of way owned by DDOT? 
A: Green infrastructure or other stormwater management projects that are installed to meet a 
regulatory requirement do not qualify for funding. If a project is voluntary and has the written support 
of the property owner, it is eligible. This requirement includes projects proposed on public land. 



Q: Is there an eligibility issue if the project is at a new construction site? 
A: DOEE will not fund projects that help applicants meet stormwater and green area ratio (GAR) 
requirements. 

Q: How many applications do you anticipate will be submitted? 
A: It is not known how many applications will be submitted. 

Q: What is the anticipated number of grants you will award? 
A: It is not known how many grants will be awarded at this time. This will depend on the number and 
quality of the projects proposed. 

Q: Does an applying entity and the project have to be located in the district? 
A: Yes. Both the applicant and the project have to be physically located in the District. If an applicant is 
not located in the District, it may partner with an eligible group. 

Q: What is your email address? 
A: Riversmart.innovation16@dc.gov 

Q: Do you need several years of tax returns or financial statements to show residency or to show 
financial validity? 
A: Submission of the tax returns or financial statements are for financial validity.   

Q: Must the organization be located in DC? What about a cross-jurisdiction organization? 
A: See page 6, “Eligibility” of the RFA on the requirements to demonstrate an applicant’s physical 
location in the District. Applicants must submit all Section 5 filing requirements, including a W-9 tax 
form and financial statements. 

Q. If you start the project earlier, is that a problem? 
A. Program activities initiated prior to the issuance of a grant award will not be funded.  

Q: What is the system for requesting reimbursement and reporting? 
A: Grantees must submit reimbursement requests to DC Government’s Accounts Payable and DOEE’s 
Program Manager. Requests must include a cover page invoice, along with the necessary documentation 
to substantiate all expenditures.  See page 20 of the RFA for project outputs and deliverables, including 
reporting requirements. 

Q: Regarding quantifiable outcomes, how would we report that for something programmatic? 
A: Each application must identify how their outcomes are defined. 

Q: Can you use the grant to purchase edible plants? 
A: Yes. Please see RFA page 11 for non-allowable costs. 

Q: Could part of the funding be used to pay for an engineer to calculate retention, design a project, etc.? 
A: Activities related to implementation of a successful project are eligible and must be identified in the 
budget and budget narrative of the application. 

Q: Can part of the grant be used as a stipend for someone organizing or overseeing the budget? 
A: Activities related to implementation of a successful project are eligible and must be identified in the 



budget and budget narrative of the application. 

Q: Will there be one award in each category or will it just be based on incoming applications? 
A:    Awards will be based on the applications received and the scoring criteria listed on page 20 of the 
RFA. 

Q:   Are any of the outcomes more important than others? i.e., retaining stormwater vs reaching 
people? Is there a ranking of the quantification of the outcomes? 
A:    Awards will be based on the applications received and the scoring criteria listed page 20 of the RFA. 

Q:   Can you please explain the MS4? 
A:    MS4 stands for the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System. See  DOEE’s Stormwater Management 
page (http://doee.dc.gov/service/stormwater-management) to learn more.   

Q:   Are projects in the combined sewer system (CSS) also eligible? What about projects in both the MS4 
and Anacostia Watershed? 
A:  Projects can be located anywhere in the District. Project benefiting the MS4 and the Anacostia 
Watershed will receive 5 points each. See scoring criteria on page 20 of the RFA. 

Q: Can a community group that is not a registered nonprofit apply? 
A:    An unincorporated group or individual must partner with an eligible applicant in order to apply. See 
the RFA page 5 for a list of eligible applicants. 

Q:   My organization does not have a physical address because it is volunteer-based. However, we are a 
registered nonprofit organization and operate solely in the District. We use a PO Box on our tax forms. 
What address should we use on the application? 
A:   Registered nonprofit organizations in the District of Columbia must maintain a basic business license 
and be registered  with the District of Columbia Office of Tax and Revenue and/or have a Certificate of 
Occupancy.   See page 6 (Eligibility) of the RFA    

Q:   Are the GZEP participants tied to their sites or can they travel? 
A:    GZEP participants can walk up to ½ mile from their designated sites. Beyond that, it’s best to include 
travel. 

Q:   Does working with GZEP add value for scoring the application? 
A:    Each application will be scored only on the criteria listed on page 20 of the RFA. 

Q:   Is this the first year that you’ve looked for proposals through a grant program for GZEP projects? 
A:    This is the first year for the Riversmart Innovation Grants program.   Applicants may elect to partner 
with the GZEP program. 

Q:   Does GZEP last all summer or is it just a day and then the students do something else? 
A:    GZEP is a six week program and participants report for the extent of the program. 

Q:   We are in-between office spaces in DC and are in the process of locating a new suitable space within 
the District. In the meantime, I would still like to submit the application sooner rather than later and 
don't want to lose anything in the mail. May we submit using our Virginia address in the meantime? 



A:    Applicants must be physically located in the District. An application submitted by an entity located 
outside the District will not be eligible.    

Q:  We are currently receiving a RiverSmart Schools grant through DOEE. Is the RiverSmart Innovation 
Grant different from the RiverSmart Schools grant and would we be eligible? 
A:  RiverSmart Innovation Grants are separate from DOEE’s other RiverSmart incentive programs. As 
such, you are eligible to apply. 

Q:   Do you plan to offer the RiverSmart Innovation Grants again? 
A:    DOEE plans to offer the RiverSmart Innovation Grants annually, pending availability of funds. If you 
are interested in receiving notices about future RiverSmart Innovation Grant opportunities, please email 
Riversmart.innovation16@dc.gov and ask to be on the email list. 

Q: In reading over the RiverSmart Innovation Grant requirements we noticed the requirement related to 
having a permanent business address in DC. What constitutes a permanent business address? As a small 
nonprofit, we’ve generally shared office space with others. Thanks for providing guidance on exactly 
what might be needed to meet this requirement—is it a utility bill? Something more, or less? 
A:  A business must be registered in the District of Columbia, maintain a basic business license, be 
registered with the District of Columbia Office of Tax and revenue and, have a certificate of occupancy if 
the business has a physical location.   

Q:   In Section 4, the RFA presents a preferential point system for District applicants but seems to allow 
non-District applicants to apply. In Section 1 (Eligibility), the RFA states that the applicant must be 
“physically located in the District.” Please explain this. 
A:    In order to be eligible for the RiverSmart Innovation Grant, an applicant must be physically located 
in the District, as described in Section 1, page 6. Because this is a basic eligibility requirement, there are 
no preference points assigned to District applicants and non-District entities are not eligible to apply. 

Q: Should the budget be submitted in Excel or a narrative form? 
A: The budget should be submitted in both numeric format and narrative form. The narrative should 
justify the items listed in the budget. 

Q: What are the reporting requirements? 
A: During the grant period, the grantee will be required to submit a mid-year and final progress report. 
Upon awarding the grant, the grantee will receive reporting templates for the mid-year and final 
progress reports. 

Q: I understand that this is a reimbursement grant. How frequently can the grantee request a 
reimbursement for expenses incurred? 
A: The grantee should request reimbursements when necessary. For services rendered, the grantee can 
expect a reimbursement within 30 days after the receipt of a clean claim. 

Q: When is the purchase order established? 
A: The grant is awarded to the grantee along with an established purchase order. 

Q: Is there a match requirement? 
A: This grant does not require a match. If an applying entity partners with another organization, the 



applicant ought to discuss any additional funds provided by that organization to the fulfillment of the 
project. 

Q: Will this grant reoccur in future fiscal years? 
A: DOEE anticipates that a similar grant competition may open in future years. 

Q: Can you provide me with more information on Project Area 2: Create/promote green jobs? 
A: In general, the RiverSmart Innovation Grants RFA is meant to inspire creative project ideas from 
community-based partners. In order to be eligible, a project must promote the health of the District’s 
watersheds and waterbodies while accomplishing one or more of the stated project areas. Therefore, 
any job related project should relate back to watershed health or stormwater-related issues. 
For example: an applicant could propose to partner with DOEE’s Green Zone Environmental Program 
(GZEP) to implement a project with youth employed through the program. Or an applicant could 
propose to develop and implement a job training and placement program with a focus on green 
infrastructure construction and maintenance. Please take a look at the project examples. 

Q: I am a small business looking to apply for this grant and am considering partnering with an 
organization that is already planning on applying for the grant for another project. Are there any 
limitations I should be aware of? 
A: No single project can receive more than $20,000. The RFA does not limit an applicant from 
partnering with another entity that is planning to propose a separate project. Further, Section 7 
encourages partnering “with other community groups, summer programs, District agencies, 
businesses, nonprofits, or educational institutions” as a way to achieve the goal of educating the 
public on project area(s) chosen for the project.

Q: Is it allowable to request grant funds to retain a consultant or designer to assist with our project?
A: This is an allowable cost. See Section 3 for a full list of allowable and non-allowable costs. 

Q: Do you plan to extend the deadline one or two weeks?
A: There are currently no plans on extending the deadline.  If this decision is made it will be posted on the site.  

http://doee.dc.gov/node/58752
http://doee.dc.gov/node/1134232

