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DEDICATION

Ms. Thelma Carter

[his bonklet is dedicated to the former, ourrent and future reddents of e Ciby
M they be energized and inspired by thelr proud neieliborood histon, and

rrany They contine to band tozether for the betterment of their commmunity;

With grzal love forand in memony of Ms, Thelma Carter who eemplificd

T .!.|1.'l.|1l...!|l.'-| .Iill.l WH’EL'\'- CoHTTIIH IL".'II.I: r'.\-!sl|:l. I'l1'|t El'lln.' .El]d TLEERS VoL,

In thie spirit of Col. Ferry Carson, Reverend Dy Alesander Crammell anc all

others who have dedicated their lives to the plift of Afvican Americans

Spectal thinks o all of the contribators o this projeet inchuding curment

restdends, Crummedl Scbwool shronid, commmity mstitutions and valantesrs

Phis project would pot hive been possible without the iimolement of 4l

participants, and the support of the Humanities Council of Washington, DC
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Introduction

The community of lvy City is one of DC’s smallest, oldest
and least known neighborhoods. Its small triangle of one-
hundred year old brick row houses and apartments are
bounded by Mount Olivet Rd, West Virginia Avenue and
the busy lanes of New York Avenue NE that run along the
railroad tracks.

To thase who Know and love lvy City, it is a place like no-othar in the District. It is a small, close knit
community of peaple, a liftie village unta its own. There are extended families, and longtime neighbors,
and residents of the past who continue to retum to visit, lvy City's spirit of community has andured
throughout its over 100-year history, and despite significant challenges met along the way.

After years of neglect, blight and disregard on the part of local political leaders, the community is now
touched by the same changes taking place elsewhere in the District, including rising housing costs and
the threat of displacement of long time residents.

But history teaches us nat to tiscount the perseverance of Iw City and its residents. Instead, we honor
its past in order to nourish the next chapter of community bullding In vy City.
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Sarly Days

AL the tima of vy City's founding. the acres of ground culside
of the original faderal oity laid out by Pierre L'Enfant were ofarn
and sparsaly developed. Early maps show only tracts of Eround
named Tor and owners, and & Baitrmore & Olio Railroad line,

Apcording 10 one memoir of the time, & particular character of
Washington's elite-named Thomas Seaton Donohe®, a poet and
writer, owned a thiee-story home in the vicinity and had & love
for ivy, His home came to be known as vy Hall and his property
by City,"

It was a Georgetown lawyer named Frederick W, Jones who
astabiished the Wy City neighborhood In 1873 and 1aid out 1he
streets of vy City which retaln their original names., along with
205 building tots that ware offered at $100 a plece.f

Iy City i, frewm tye Ry City Vindos™

by City Track

The National Fair Grounds opened in 1879 on 152 acres just north of Ivy City and established the vy City Track
which hosted horse races throughout the 1880's, Ivy City's Fenwick Street ran alongside the track and was populated
by those involved in racing including horse trainers and dealers.” The vy City Treck alsa hosted gun and shooting
exhibitions in the early 1890's. Fifty years later, an article In the Sunday Star recalls the opening of the Fair Grounds
which included the iargest parade ever seen along Pennsylvania Ave. The parade featured local businesses including
thirteen breweries, a pretzel maker, & candy maker and five dairy wagons, along with fioats reprasenting the outlying

communities of Brightwood, Anscostia and Tenlevtown. President Hayes and members of his cabinal atténdad ﬂr.«'lhg:

day of the races.*

AﬁrashingtunFuﬂammeuflﬁ‘aunmmMMmmdmmnmutwﬂmmwmultmw'mmmw
importanca in this city.” According o the article, mmnmmuwmmwmmm
h'idudlngMﬂﬁﬁmnmmmsmmmmHﬂﬁwmmmmwwwm
Simms, called “two of the greatest riders of all time.” Both men have been inducted Into the Racing Hall !
Murphy, whose father had escaped slavery, was the first jockey 1o be |mmuu mmrﬁmwﬁaﬁ,
He died at age 36 in 1896 having won over 40% of his races.
Wmmmmmnhnmﬁww. nﬁlﬂn;mur@m ice. Thi

at auction in 1891 mnﬂmmamuﬁimhw d

I'Il'l-' (_:Jh A Oirial [Hitstney Project. 3
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Employment
Er1'|['J|L|5-I'.1!:'I'I; opporiunities at the Baltimore & Ohio Railfoad, the vy City Track and the Dnck Company braught many of
the African American working people Who gattled the area. Trie 1880 census shpwed 18 Tamilies In vy City, of which
14 were black, By 1894, records show that the number of homes in vy City had grown to S0, many af which houssd
railroad workers," At that time, & local Lrain line ran along whal 15 now Wast Virgnia Avenue, and vy Gity had 1S own
station, When the tracks wers moved, sametime around 1905, vy Gity lost its local ling and became miuch harder 10

teach, In the ensuing years, warehousies developed creating, an Industrial zone on the nor th side of the community.

The bullding of community in Ivy City Included the founding of Trinity Baptist Church in 1891 on Central Place, NE and
thie Bethesda Baptist Chureh tn 1921 on Capitol Avenue; which staried as a roadsice lem The frame Ivy City School
incated at Capitol Avenue and Central Place was constructed in 1896 to serve area black children
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Notable Ivy City Residents

Amaong the I"|1:Iu.\31r:|15-u£5 I’.'rri-_;l‘dl.'“tl-ir'j of early vy City was a Washington hero named Col. Perry H. Carson (1842-1909).
Because of Carson's stature and notoriety he was dubbed “the 1all black oak of the Polomac.” Carson was employed
as & janitor at DCs municipal bullding, but also served as a leader amongst black Repubiicans and was very active in
efforts to uplft Afrlcan Amernocans

I
‘ Former vy City resident Victor A, English became a doc-wop singer who sang bass and barmtone for the Reinbows
in the 1960%." Tilmon O'Bryant came up to become the first black assistant police chief of Washington. And, Ms
‘ Romaing Bell Thomas, who once lived on Capitol Avenue, attended and ater taught at Crummeall School, became a
public school principal and a leader in the AARP DC region, Ms Thomas's [ate husband, Harry Thomas, served as Ward
i 5 Councilman from 1986-1998. Her son, Harry Thomas Jr, was ebected to the Ward 5:City Council seat in 2007
|
|

CAMON was ol e Pl
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Civie Groups & Activism

As marly as 1895, Iy City residents had organiied themsalyes 1o patition for neighbarhood improvemients' and,
by 1911, had officially arganized the. vy City Cvic Association. At that time, black communities Tormed " civic :

associations while white communities formed segregated “citizens” asaociations, The vy Lty associalion was among

the first of its kKind.

Among the improvements championed by thi Civic Association were RENINE anad streel IMprovemants, and sewe
improvements 1o address the chrenic fooding problems experiencad by the community with sach heawy rain. A
newspaper articie from 1946 chronicles the “strupggle for area improvemant”™ fed by the Chvic Association, saying that
ther group sought the involvement of all age groups by organiZing teens inlo' a junior association. The article

also describes vy City as the “heart of the colored area” with neighboring Trinbdad bedng primarty whité except

for Montelio Avence. Tha article ends with 8 quote from Mr Crowe. a well known vy City resident who was both a
deacon at Bethesda Baptist Church and then president of the vy City Civic Association. “The general attitude of

the community’s residents is one of pronounced determination to continue organized efforts toward community

bettenment, said Crowe,

Members of the vy City Civic Association were undoubtedly pivotal in the suocessiul petition 10 create a new G-room
brick school when the old lw City School was clearly inatdeqguate. The Civic Association advocated that the school

bear the name of the recently deceased Perry Carson, but the commissioners refused and, after some contention,
pamed it the Alesander Crummell School. Reverend Doctor Alexander Crurmmell was a noted educator, clergyman and
abolitiontst who lived in Washington from the 1870% until his death in 1898, The AMexander Crummell School was one
of the first sehools in Washington namad for an African American and today remains the only known monument

to Crurmmaell.

vy Gty Yonuth palt @ Banner Studenti of the by City
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CRUMMELL

Wi read and sang about exotic lncations beyond

our borders, took imaginary trips to fareway places,

and began to dream of pessibilities far beyond
vy Clty, where our little segregated school was
located, My interes! in world geography was bomn
Inthis environment when we sang about those
faraway places with strange sounding names.

| knew that | wanted to visit those places, and
eventually | did joln the Forelgn Service, and got
a chanoe not only 1o visit but 1o live in many
countries around the world, and experience new
isnguages, customs, foods, ate,”

MS. MARVA WROTEN

We had great leachars, and In those days teachers
would come (o your house, if you didn't do your
homewark or if you didn't turm your homework in,
your teachers wouldn't call an the phone, they
would knock on your door. And sit down and talk to
your mother, or your father or your grandmother.”
MR. CHARLES BROWN

| remember ong teacher, my second grade teacher,
Mrs. Taylor. She was working o some Kind of
propect with Howard University and she was

going 1o the library there. | had never béen 1o a
university, She took me there with her to defiver
some books and while we were thers, she kind of
gave me a litthe tour and talked about some things
and talieed about the campuses, We rode through
the campus. That really did have a great influsnce
an my life," M5, ROMAINE THOMAS

When | went to school | would buy pickles snd the
teacher would hava the math class first and then
the English class second and the boys would steal
my pickles while | was up in math class. | would
Smedl it and ory, MS5. DOROTHY “NICEY"™ GARY

| was Bt Crummefl. Of course, | was young, butl
met a ot of peopie, They were friends, Bt we still
communicate now. After 50 some véars, | am still
in touch with-a lot of people.”

MS, JACKIE COUNCIL

o Rty Pre

hv Ciity an
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Museuin arid Arcibas

Catébration hmid it Crummmett Schoo, From
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ST. ALEXANDER CRUMMELL

Alexander Crummell who died on September
10, 1898 was lovingly memorialized by the
Washington Community whan the Cruimimell
School was built in 1911, As a child he fait
called to the priesthood but, because of
his race, he was driven from college and
rejacted for admission to the Episcopal
Church's seminary. Ordained priast in
1844, he went to England and earmed a
degree at Cambridge Univarsity, making
him ohe -of & handful of Americans with a
prastigious British degree. He went as an
Episcopal missionary to Liberia where ne laborad
indefatigably as missionary, pastor, church coffes
plantation manager, and co-founder and professor at the
University of Liberia. His vision was to establish a mods! democracy hased
an a blanding of communal African culture and European education and
technology. He championed the indigenous Liberlans agalnst the Americo-
Liberlan elites. He fied Libaria after an attack on him left one of his church
leaders desd and his son severely beaten. He became missibnary-at-
large to African Americans. in Washinglon, DC and In 1873 founded 5t
Luke’s Church which he developed into a fiourishing congregation but
could not reallze his vision of S5t Luke's as a missionary center with a
school, hospital, and community center. Crummell was an erudite, teaching
praacher who dréw the Black inteliigentsia and notable whites, such as,
President Chester A, Arthur, Crummell taught at Howard University and
authared many puiications including four books. He founded the American
Negro Academy, forerunner of the NAACE and the ecumenical Colored
Mirdsters Union. Ha mobilized Biack Episcopaiians into a biack caucus
now known as the Union of Black Eplscopalians which dafeated a southarn
plan to segregate black members Into a separate church. Crummell's
ministry spanned more than hall a centary and three continents. Out of
his deeep falth that all people are equally children of God, he iabored at all
times to build institutions that would serve Black spiritual, educational,
and economic empowarmaent, vy City's Alesander Crummell School at the
fzart of this neglected community exempiifies his lifie,

By Thn Revarand John Carleton Hayden, P J.C0

? . 1“I-tllpl of !
; - Mrd. Farks sparked | vern (DM
| WBe Mimtsemery, Als. buy I:|r-. \:,I Wi - ch

Parks and Alg
-

=

%

‘241, Council of @

2

f
4!

“a

BEr
?:E
SHY

]
;

Pt
|
E*EE;‘

# fﬂ :
§
I

3
Crymnell
e - AL membses 1
Wubter B Lowis of the ing Committor, LR

i’

by Clity An Grad History Project @



Ay

NS Ry "JE

== TR,

ot

Some time around 1950, vy City merged with Tnmdad to form the vy City-Trinidad Civic Association The group’s
mvalvement stretched beyond the community’s borders 10 address issues including Home Hule and desegregation A
May 1949 articie calls the association “one of the most active organizations of the Kind tn the DRistrict,™ The article
describes the association's requests for improvements including an B-room addition to Crummell Sthool to include a
gymnasiuim and asseimbly hall The association also requested the acqguisition of an adjacent ot and the developrment

of & playground, installation of cement walks, 8 fence 10 @énclose the grounds, a CRNopy and a swimiming pool The

articke notes that three boys' basekall (#ams had been-established in the comimanit

Sl an July, 1951 . the addition to Crummall had nol bean realired and the Association continued W0 advocate for
the overcrowded school, &n articls noted that the population of that area had increased 50% since 1947 and 200

apartments were close 1o completion. The association recommended thal @ new school be bkt on a five acre site

gwned by the oty at Mount Olivet Road and Holbrook Streats, NE and that a major récreation center be constructed for

the arga

By 1952 street paving was underway in vy City due to the continued |
thid COMMmuUnITY.

inization and petitioning of
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Challenges

o

The vy City community faced multiple threats over its lifetime. With little support on the part of city govemmant Tof

this working class African AMencan Community, CoHmmunity leadars Constantiy fought off unwanted atiempls 1o destroy
the residental area of the neighborbood. In the 19505 -1960°5 the Oty proposed 10 Change all the zoning In Wy City

I hit off this

1o cornmercial, effectively wipnng out the istonc residaenha section. vy City residents suc

-paafulhy

nroposal butl, seon-after, plans for a freeway, which would have cut through the community, caused many residents

neluding long time leaders to pack Up and leave, The proposed East Leg of the Inner Loop Freeway would have

destroyed vy City, In additien to other DC nelghborhigods, by Imposing a B-lane highway which would have cut through

the r horhood and crossed under Mount Dilvet Road. "As the city talked about the East Leg, people moved out,” a

LS-aLe

1= guated as saying

The fight against the freeway is one of DC's most important chvic batties which brought together black and white
resldents In the creation of the [-'|1|».'r:.!-|_'|':r_':, Cornmitiee on the Tranaportation Crisis and included over g decade of
organired community arolest, In the end, mayvbe due {o the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the chaos thuat

followad, the freeway plans did not go farward, However, it (s clear that the looming threat of the freeway 5 CONSIruction

caused residents 10 maov

d loss of homeownars. The

aut of vy City, contributing to s lessening populabion

dgastruciion of H Strest, NE, the main shopping area for African Americans, after the assassination of HI:IJ_E, iy akso

have coptributed 10 vy City's decling.

In Getober 1976, Ivy City was chosen as a site for a Human Development Project led by the nonprofit organization
Institute for Cultural Affairs (ICA). ICA mioved two organizers into the community who, following an ICA moded,
assisted the community with developing and carrying out & four year Human Development pian. From 1876-1980,
ICA, along with neighborhood residents, created the hy City Preschool and the vy City Corporation (ICGO) which
promoted cammerce in the community. The group establishied block clubs, organized health fairs, participatad in voler
registration, organized a youth group calied the lets, and participated ina host of gther activities. All Betivities were
sentered at the Crummell School, and were documented in the vy Clty Voice, a newsletter which was published during
that Time

M5, ERICHA CREWS
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The efforts of community members under the Ivy City Trinidad Civic Association arid the Institute for Cultural Affairs are
remarkahble; Yet, vy City experienced a steady decline starting in the 1980's, made ever worse by the tity's closing of
Crummell School in the 1970, A Washington Post column from 1979 captured the ssntiment of same residents: that
despite long standing struggle, Improvements: had not come as hoped, The article notes that only 75 of Ivy City's 584
registered volers came out 1o vote that year, 8 clear sign of a sense of hopelessness that began to set in.®

The vy City Human Development Project fell apart in 1980, with the looting and arson of the annex at cmmmﬁ
School, mm housed the preschool and print shop. But other efforts in the community continuad to develop. Mildred
Naro-dewd and & group of DC schoolteachers formed the Mandala United Ministries program, which mlm a
community garden and a headquarters on Kendall Street, NE. Thelr program Included food distribution to mhu and
disablet adulta, job training and health care and recovery programs. The organization operated in vy mq in 'II'I; ll‘ﬂﬂ-
19B05. Another civic group called the lvy City Patriots came into being, and Ms.. Dorthia Austin eperated the H‘fﬂﬂ#
Resource Canter out of a row house at the corner of Capital Avenue owned by Bethesda Baptist Church,

Ivy City becanie typified by extremely bad housing conditions, rat infestations, illegal dumping, drug trafficking, tom up
raads and environmental poliution.® Still; ali along the way, residents organized, participated and held out hope that
thair cherlshed neighborhood would once again fiowrish and guality of life for neighborhiood residents would improne.
A 1886 community festival led by the Mandala organization included a guided tour of Ivy City, pointing out the: failures
of clty govemment to address neighbarheod concerns. When then-Coeungiiman Vincent Spaulding prepared to speak at
the event, residents booed him off the stage. Then-Mayor Manon Barry was quoted in an article following that event,
agreaing that vy City Is neglected, It iz probably the Anacostia of Northeast,” he said.!

[Throtighout the 1880, the problem of drug trafficking and substance abuse grew In vy City and surrounding
\communities. And In the 1980, the community was plagued by trash transfer stations and filegal dumping, whigh
exacerbated the rat problem. Residents successfully shut down a trash transfer station in 1997 that was hauling
250-300 tons of trash a day in the neighborhood.” The community, slong with other areas of the District, suffered from
decrepit streets and sidewalks and sometimes the city failed to pick up the garbage." Only adding to the daspemhn
of the drea was the Crummefl School Homeless Trallers, a set of steel boxes set up 1O house homeless man nh{ﬂlﬁu
thie long vacant and boarded Crummell School. The only shiny and new facility in the neighborhood was lhtrln'lh' "ﬂm‘th
Detention Facility on M. Olivet Road, In 2001, Ivy City and Trinidad residents made 'one tenth of the sarvice ﬁﬂlll Iﬂ lhﬁ
new Mayor's call cemter but saw little results.=
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Ivy City Today

Az racently as 2005, DCs ',.l'rr- ¢ of Planning had two options an the table far

vy City, The first was 10 relocate even 2 and turm the area Into a8 commarcial

plan rerminiscent of the fraeway batties decades earlier. The second

JUTIE , o
ortlon was to turr by City Into a8 “mixedincomsa” community, understood

by mary 1o be code for Tgenirify ing" the drea by binging in higher income

residents. The resulting increase in housing costs was sure 10 have he Same

effect-as option number one = the displatement of currént residents.

Housing costs In vy City rose 30% in 2003 alone.® The community's median
housiehold income in 2008 was under $20,000.7 In the face of government
sponsored redevelopment planning,; continued blight and decay and the threat
of displacement, residents. again |_:-.-:_! a7 L0 Ofganize o Wl '|"-1"”'f|'1|:__'h with Emposwer
DC, formed the Historic lvy City/Crummell School Revitalization Coalition

{ivy City Coalitien). Residents learned that the ¢ty government had complied
ownership of over 30 vacant or abandoned properties in vy City and planned

to bulld predominately market rate housing through the city's Home Again
initiathve. The vy City Coalition was able (o pressure the city to work alongside a
enits, and through ongoing CilZen pressure won a GomHamiim et
planned housing units would e mede avallatle for low.ana

lask force of e

that 0% of the

moderate income residaents,

Additionally, residents sucoessiully blocked attempis to ol the Alexanider
Crummail School, which had been desigrated & historic landmark in 2002,

and continue their efforts today to work with newly elected Counciiman Harry
Thomes Jr. and Mayor Adrian Fenty to ensure its renovation and reuse as a
community center. v City youth, calling themsihves tha vy City Achlevers,
organized community events, testified on the neighborhood's bahall, and painted
a mural which Is now installed in the small park on Capitol Ave, NE.

Thase who love Ivy City share a vislon that lvy City’s Tuture will resemble in some
ways its past. The Alexander Crummell School will again bustie with reésidents
and sefva as the haart of the community. The coemmunity will be BEht-knit, e

a little vitiage. Residents hope that the neighborhood will see revitalization that
benefits current residents, and that low income people are not forced (o leave
vy City. Yes, some thirgs will change. Bul there is no doubt that the spint of vy
City will always remaln,
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Ivy City Voices

Charlotte Tyner

I was born in Sanford, NC. My birthday is February the 17th, 1919. My father was on a farm,
until he decided hia didn't want to farm anymaore. He packed us all up, and we |eft that little city
and we came to Washingion, DC.

We lived in hy City three different times, We lived on Fenwick Street, and that house 15 still
standing. That's back ot the church, We went to Corcoran Street. We stayed there for a white: We
watched them bulld those brick houses across the street from that house, We left that house and then we went to
Ferwick Street agatn. This time t was a big house. We stayed there awhile.

West Virginia [Avenue], of course, wasn't open for a long time. |t wasn't even there. Later on they opened it up,
Actually, there were no businesses, just homes. Excepl the three stores and the school, When we were on Fenwick
Streel, there were three Caucasian families out there. 11l say two.

It wasn't just a poor section for poor people, The German lady who lived up the street from us when we were on
Ferwick Street, she would gather all the children up and take them avitr [0 the fisld up Gallaudet Street, It was just this
mlain field. Take them over there Easter Manday. She would take them over there and et themseles have a party.

Ore Halloween, we couldn't go outside the fence. The fallas got together and kad a little band and thay cama round dn
Fanwick Strael singing, “Show me the way 1o go home. | nad a drink about an hiour ago, and it went right to my head.”
A whole sting of them was marching and $inging, “Show me the way 1o go homie.” | just laughed. | thought thiat was so
funmy. They had the (ittle homs. That was the type of thing they would do at that time.

My brothers went {o the Methodist church up the street, We would go there, but for some reason or other, they were
too dry for us. Me and Helen, thought, *| don’t think were gonna ke this,” We wanied 1o ses what it was like down at
the [Bethesda] Baptist church... And they would sing... hmmm. We started Singing also, We were the youngest things
in the choir. The pasior said, “Let those girls sing if they want to, Why sure, they're younger, but they can ging.” So we
got in‘that choir, and we stayed theea, 1'm still in i,

Yeah sometimes, Brother Crowe, the group of tham would mention the Civil Rights program, and what we should do
You know, read mare, things like that. So we would khow what 10 do, if we had an encounter with anything. 1t was all
Interasting to us, Because whatever it was, we hadn't heard it before. It was something that we would like, so-wa'd pay
strict attention to what they were saying, And try 1o get the books and tred to read ‘em.

[Segregation] it's something you get used to; But when things start opening up to you, and you star spreading out &
little bit, you wonder, ‘how in the world, did you get so confined to these things?' But, now it's all together. Much much
better, it's different, You can feel free,
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Remetter Freeman

My name is Remetter, Cornelia for the C., Freeman, and | wak really born in North Caraling, But
my Mom and Dad came to Washington D.C, when | was three months old, the ybungest of five
children, and we settled in Iw City on Mount Olivet Road and Corcoran Street, That was our first
lhame. And then we moved, | understand. .. to Kendall Streat. And where | remember is 1845
Corcoran Street, NE, because that's where | started at-Crummell School.

My father and Mom, they came in 1230, My father worked on the railroad. | understand, and my Mom worked al
the former Home' Laundry which was over there, off of West Virginia Avanue...whete most af the wotmen In vy City
worked if they didn't work in the homes for the people. Most of them worked in the laundry and the men worked on
the railroad.

At the school, we always had May Day, but basically | always attended the church, where |'ve Deen going since | was
four years old, They used o take us on excurcions, you Know, Carl's Beach and Sparows Beach,..out other than that
we basically just hung out in vy City and did things that kids, you Know, would ardinarily do.

Yes, Bethesds Baptist Church played a great role (n my life...Deacon Lewis W, Crowe — | will never forget him, And theh
of course Aaron's grandfather, Deacon Enoch Gray, he taught at Crummeli - he was a teacher there. And fhen he was

a member of Bethesda, He was one of the Deacons of Bethesda Baptist Church, Al of those deacons, they had &
great play In your life; they were exemplary- their department, the way they treated you, things they tasght you snd 50
you just looked up to them, and you never sow them doing anything, and you just looked up to them and said, “0Oh oy
graclous, | want 10 be like thal.”

Crummell was really, really great. The teachers were inspiring, They encouraged you 10 go one mile and than go two,
three, four more. Because we weren't alfowed to say, °| can't do that ® Can't wasn't in our dictionary. They told us
we could do anything we wanted to do. And they encouraged us.. JWhen we got to school In the morfming, we had &
handkerchief on our skirt or up here somewhera. They checked your teeth to see If you'd brushed your teeth, made
sure that you didn't come to school dirty. You had to be clear. They chechad your nails. And they encouraged usto
be clean and neat and to things like that. You had to have your hair combed, and they encouraged the girls 1o wear
ribbons, and it was Just nica.

- Theodore & Alfred Coates

[Theodore] | was borit on Dot 23rd 1928. My mother was a home keeper, my Tather worked for
the District Government. | had two brothers and a sister. My sister passed away when she was 4
years old. And my oider brother got killed in the Horean War, So | have one living brother ieft, and
that's Alired Coates, sitting next to ma.

We lived at 1822 Central Place, that was where | was bomn, 1822 Central, upstairs on the 2nd
fioor. Dv Smith was the delivenng doctor.

[Our father] worked for the environmant—the trash collectors for the district govemment. In fact, that's the time—that
was mainty one of the most jobs that the colored person wauld have, for the District Government. At the time.. they
had the eolored would throw the trash, and the whites would drive the truck, then they ocpened it up then, everyldy
drive and now everybody threw the trash. So he worked there 30 some years.




|Alfrad] | had a good time in Crummell School, | was what you would call one of them...one of those — weall you wouldn't
say genlis, but | was considersd ane of the smart ones in Crummell School. It was mysell, Benny King, Yvonne Carbin,
Gloria Tabscott, and Elizabeth Hall, We all skipped two grades in Crummed] Sehogl, that's how smart we were. | thought
| was smart. but | wasn't smart. my mother was smart. She weni there before | did and | caught one of the same
leachers, . she taught my mother and she teught me and she would gets me. and tell me, “Alfred, you didn't know
that?” My mother's name was lsabel and she would say, “lsabel would have knew that.”

[Alfred] Yeh, we used 1o have the camival come In, sometimes they would come down on West Virginia Ave down

next 1o the cemetery, and, after the carnival they used to have & racetrack there, then they used 10 have motorcycle
aces, wa did auto races, we used Lo go down there and throw rocks on the track and go around and plok 8m up So we
could get In frep, Then they had the market, then we had Gallaudel where tha carmavalers used 1D come over ther. |
know one {ime we had a Western Show and the catthe got loose and were running all through the woods, the guys on
horseback they were rounding up the cattle, Them come through the woods and everything.

[Alfred] | think what's so special about it, it's the people used |ive here, still called it home and don't want Lo get rid of
it, It's a good suburt: It's a good settiement, its an old tmditlon sort of like the Indians have their resenations, this is
a reservation for the ofd people that live here. Once they get a taste of vy City, they don’t want to lose it. ..I've been in
lpve with vy City since | wias bom,

Romaine Bell Thomas

| was born in Washington, DE right after the Depression which took place garly in the 1830s and
part of the 205, When | say | was bom in Washington, DC, | was born right here in this community
on Montello Ave., NE, | was born at home. | was deliverad at homa by a De. Smith who was the
community doctor. He was well thaught of in the community and most of the people used him as
thelr dootor.

| attended church here when | was growing up, the Bethesda Baptist Church. But let me tell you this- my hushand
and | ware marfied in the Bethesda Baptist Church! It was the second tudding, not the third bullding where we are
NOW... We gidn't have any apartments whin | was growing ug, there were just houses, ., You didn't have many housés
that werne roally attached or row houses. You could stand at the comer of ML Olivet Rd. and look aH the way across the
atea because it was so sparsely populated.

Onie house that | did live Inin vy City was... 1801 Capitol Ave, a1 ML Olivet Rd. That house was the end house

of 3 other houses and it had a nkce side yard o it | remeamber @ lovely, wonderful oak tree that was in the yard. |
spent many hours of the day and many days during the summer playing under that oak ree with some of my friends
and my brother.

| wsed to ride my bieyehe right there on the hill on Capitol Ave and Mt, Olivet Rd. Thal was my great pastime and my
hobiby, | loved to ride bicycies, At that time, that road was just two lanes and wasn'l even a highway. It was Just & road
up ML Ollvet Rd. and they called the woods up there Patterson Woods, you know, where Gallaudet College is located
now? The school was over there too on Brentwood Rd. None of that was there, not any of it at all. There was nothing
there but woods, Then ML, Olivet Rd. had this small, 2 lane read that werl up and over to New York Ave. | would enjoy
going up that road and then sitting back to enjoy coasting back down 1o my house which was right there on Mt. Olivet
and Capitol Ave. That was lots of fun.
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Oh yes, my father. my mother, everybody practically in the community was a member of thal civie association,

Mr. Crowe was a very good cint association lesded AL that time, people respected the leadership. People were,
cooparative, Peopie were overjoyed to-have someone who was taking on that kind of role in the community and
provided the kind of leadership that would help families to really survive and families to really grow and families to
really work togethar,

I would be so happy and so theilfed and just really excited to see the restoration of the school and to see that this
school could become a flourishing. economical, cultural center for the residents of this community as for thase who
arer beyond the boundaries.

Clifford Coulson

| was hom in Pennsylvania bul my mother came to five hers in DC when | was 3 young boy, a
young baby. We moved to vy City in 1042 during the war, and we've been here gver since. We
fived on Capitol Avenes, 1829, had a big house on Capitol Avenue, Aght around 1he comer.

[| had a] Beautiful childhood, | moved But hede 0 this area where a lot of wild fruit, chérries, pedch
treas, blackbermies, plenty of room to run and play, baseball, ride bikes, so it was [ike mwving to
the tountry when | moved out of NW out here, | had a beautiful time in Ivy City, There were some bad guys here, so
you had 1o kind of go around them and watah out but there's always gaing to be some bullles whens vou are, so there
ware some bullies here but | still had & great time here. '

My mother was & housekeeper, | had & stepfather and he worked at the [sundry down the stregt. He drove a truck
antl he was a mechanic. The main thing we had back in that day was Mayday when we would have the wrapping of the
maypale. Al the givls would have on white socks, white shoes and white dresses and the guys would have an suits
and gach class would do a certain dance, Spanish dance, Meslican dance, German dance. They would do a dance and
they would wrap the maypole.

My wife and her mother attended this church herg, Bethesda, but thie bullding wasn'l here, it was back in the woods,
and there was a little creek that ran through it, and me, | lived around the comer on Mendall Street, that's the church |
attended, And the preacher would rng the bell every Sunday, we would come from far Bnd near. He would stop past
the five and ten cent store and get a bag of old broken up cookies to make the kids come and have a good time and if
you came and had a good time you'd get a handful of cobkies and enjoy Sunday school,

Ivy City was a place where all famlily people Iived and people all knew each other and if you did anything everybody
knew it. So there was this family and that family and we used to all get cieaned up in the atternoons and put on clean
clothes after 'we lake a bath and just walk the streets and eat ice cream, all the ice créam trucks, And then we had a
man, who had a pocket full of money, he used ta rent bicycles. You could rent a bicycle for thirly cents, that was a lot
of fun but you couldn't go out of vy City,

I'd like to hit the lotto and become a multimillionaire. Come in here and take every house and rerovale it and the
schools-and the streets. And have everybody who grew up here to come back, and partigipate in the housing and the
old-stores, And everything would be nite and easy, we could walk the streats with no traflic,
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Kenneth lapscott
| was borm in Washington, DC in Freeman’s Hospital on December the 16th, 1932, I've lived in
by City 8066 of my 73 years. My family came 1o vy City from Warnngton, VA where my father was
orginally borm and ralsed. My mother was born and raised in Washington, DC. | can’t tell you
when we came here except | was bom in 1932, they were here before | was [bom].

My mother worked at Wilkins coffee, She was packing coffee bachk In the old days, My father was
8n automaobile mechanic. He worked a1 the Greyhound station on New York Avenue and Rendall Street, northeast.

The house | grew up in was 1811 Capitol Avenue, NE, right across the-street from the Bethesda Church. There was 5
houses on that block...| was raised in vy City, | was a Sunday school teacher. | went to the [Trinity] Baptist Church on
Central Place, NE where | was baptized. | went 1o Crummell Scheol which is on Gallaudel Street, NE, [We lived in] A
two-badroeom house. We had an outhouse, There was no bathroom. There was no electric. We had to go outside back
In the old days and get wood and coal. We had a firé stove. We had o go outside to the back to the restroom. We
bathed in a metal tub, my morm, dad and 1. And 50, we had a nice life back in those days. We enjoyed it all,

When | was a little boy, and when | furmad 10 years oid, | used 1o serve the Washington Star. My first wagon was given
to me by the Washington Star,..| drove the bicycle for Western union at 13, 14 years oid. Al down around through

Washington, DC. The first bicycle | ever owned: n my life, The Western union gave me a uniform; they gave me a bicydle.

And they took so much out of my money every payday to pay for the bicycle. And | used 10 shine shoes at the Union
Station... | made a beautiful shoebox and | used to shine shoes at the Unlon Station,

And I'm proud of my life. I'm proud to be in Ivy City, that's why | purchased this building, 1t was a gift from heaven
ahove. | was able'to get it al a8 proper price and | was able o pay because of The fact that | saved my money, | lved in
this building 25 years before | purchased it. | paid rent hiene, MNow, | live rent-frea, And |'m gettin' richer and richer every
day. 1 bought the building under the tenant's first fght and purchased it for 540,000 five vears ago. Do vou realire

this building niow seliing for $600,0007 | was surgly & blessad young man. Even though I'm 73 years old, I'm still a
blessed young man.

Mo matter what happens, Always something in life that will come away that will make you wonder where, why and how,
But if you keep a steady mind, a steady job, and a steady attjitude sbout being not poor, famous or rich and save as
much a5 you can, you will overcome the beautiful workd, You will be glad that you did all those things in your [ife,
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Dorothy “Nicey” Lorraine Scott
| was bam in Providence Hospital, And my parents was brought up from St Mary's County, had
farms and everything down there, on the water. | lived a beautiful life here. And was raised on
Monteilo Avenue and went to Crummell Schoal.

Then when we giaw up we want to Crummell and then that's whian | mel all these paople. The
community was lovely. Al the sidestraats then was white, [ got, | think when lwas8or 7, I got a
job, golng to store for people, making money, on | was something!. Bul everybody just loved me, even the store peopie,
the pharmacy, they knew me, ny sister and |,

And every time we got sick, my daddy would send us over there-and he'd fix up that medicine for us. Castor ol and
soda. And then when | went to schiool | would buy pickles and the teacher would have the math class first and then
the English ciass second and the boys would steal my pickles while | was up in math class. | weuld smsll it and cry.
Then | met Marjorie and Freeman and a lot of people from Ivy City, But Ivy City was lovely, no problems, no fighting, no
nothing. We had a good life.

| had an aunt that had a big, nice house in vy CGity. She lived on Kendatl Street and | would go there and sit there in
their yard on Sundays, out in the church yard and just think about the old times. My mother had a house on Montello
Avenue, and it was lovely. We had three bedrooms, it was real nice, nice front, pool in the backyard, nice yard. We
used to have pigeons, raise pigeons. My aunt would came down and help show us how o raise pigeons and hirds and
we'd kill the birds and fry @m. My aunt, shie was country, see, she knew all of that.

And then, the Coates girl from Ivy City, this was during segregation, and her and |, they went by color, and we got a job
across the street from Lansburg. this restaurant as salad girls and they kepl us cause they didn’t want nobody else
there. And then | worked for Chinese, they were crazy about me, they had places on H Street, NE, and | went and
worked for them as salad girl,

I was & type of girl that worked my way and | would get on the train because my mother didn’t want me assoclating
with the girls going to clubs at night and hanging around, night clubs, parties, and | would cateh the train and go to
New York and I'd go to New York and work for my cousin, She lived In Harlem and she had a beautiful home in Sugal
Hill. And she toid me all about life. And what to expect and averything, so that helped me a lot. And | worked all
summar up there and came home [n time for school. So | enjoyved myselt, saved my mongy, had a good time,

Charles Brown

We go back at least 100 years, My mother was born and raised in Ivy City, and | was and so was
my sister, Like | said we go back at least a 100 years.,. From what | undersland, my great-uncle
bBuilt this house, which was 1828 Providence St Which |s where | lived until Apnil, 2005, He
built the home.

You know where the railroad trains are up on Mew York Avenue? That's where he worked, And my aunts, my mother,
and people like that they worked in the government, some of them were housekeepers and things like that... But the
history of it is...Black people weren't allowed to do too many things. There were certaln jobs that we couldn't have,
and there was places that we couldn't go. That's why hy City was so impertant. Because it was an all black pant




of the city. We also had we had at least 3 stofes, grocery stores. We had a Laundromat, a barber shap and a dry
cleaners, All right thare in vy City,

[Crummel! School] was & very nice school. It was greal. We had great teachers, and in those days teachers would
come 10 your house. I you didn't g0 your homework or if you didn't tum your homework in, your teacheass woldn't call
an the phone they would knock on your door. And sit down and talk to your mother, o your father of your grandmather
or somabody fike thal. S0 it was a great school. | think we got a pretty good education there fot what was avalfable 1o
biack people at that time.

Well the neighborhood hasn't changed that much, The difference is we had more families and everyone Know
everyone else...Now like | said everyone knaw everyone, We called &ll the grownups uncle and aunt even though they
may not have been any kin to us, And, all the parents looked out for all the children. That's the same way it was fot
me.. How has it changad cver time? Well, | hats to say this, but the differpnce s drugs, Ses there waes no such thing,
whian we were coming along. We didn’t kriow anything about it Unfortunately for the children growing up now that's
somathirig that they have to deal with. We never heard 2 gunshol. Never. That's how it's changed. And not only vy
City, that's how times have changed,

For those thal's still there (Vs probably because of the feeling of family, the fealing of having some identity- who you
are, That's why people who leave Ivy Gity, they come back all the time. They can move out but that don't stop them
from coming back. They do that becadse that's home for them. So | think that's what keeps them here,

Well I'via been involved in patitics for the last maybe 8 years, And what spurred me 1o do il was the fact that | could
see that our neighborhood, vy City, there was plans to pretty much bulidoze our entire neighborhoed. And that's what
got me involved, because | knew it was all potitical. So that's what spurred me 10 do that. Just trying to save our
nephborhood, That's our history,

Audrey Ray

| was bomn July 2B, 1953 In DC General Hospilal, it was calied Gallatin at the time. | was in

the Bth grade... and our apartment building caught on fire and | was asleep ot the time. | was
rescued Mollywood style by a fireman and the Red Cross placed us over here in lvy City and that's
where |I'via been, since |'ve bean 12,

[My parents] came 1o DC because my mother's brother lived here.. they rented a house up there
on Capitol Avénie, where the park is now, in 1938, [The house we moved to after the fire] is a three bedroom house,
it's hind of small, it was built in 1805 and it didn't have a bathroom on the inside, and It still doesn’t have closets.
When thiy brought the bathroom in, in around 1927, it chopped the back raom in half,. My parents rented this place...
When the owher died in 1972, it was in the will that we would be given the first shot to tuy the house.. . Bought the
hause for $12,500, and I'm not even golng to tell you what t's worth now. But it's awesome, (s & great Investmant.

When | moved to Ivy City...| knew a lot of the kids already here, it was just great for me, because all of my littie bad
buddies, | was in ihe midst of them, We all went up ta play st Crumnmigll of course, that's a no-brainer. They had a rec
center Up there, community canter, and we did & lot of fun stuff. Also you know the parents and adults in vy City was
secondary parents, surrogate parents for when bur parents coukint see what we were doing. They could come and
slap us up in the back of the head or ga and tell or call our pargnts. And it was nothing ta see somehody's parent,
including mine, to come araund the corner with & bell in their hand,
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The community has been made blighted, through neglect. I's nat through the residents of Ivy City thal s doing this,
it's gutsiders that are doing this. Go arpund the comer and ook at Crummell right now... Kids right out there on
Central Place, just openly seliing dope. They even have tables out there, and they pull a couch on government property
and just founging. And the police roll on down the street, don't say a thing. Bul I've seen the police harass the
legitimate kids. They just hang out, they have nowhere to go, they have nowhere 1o congregale like | did when | was
young. Crummell is closed, we re fighting like | don’t know what 10 get it open-again, restored. The police will mess
with those kids but they won't do anything with the criminals,

| would love to hear giggies and laughter again. | would love to hear the cascading of roller skates up and down the
sidewalk. And the paperboy, & paperboy Instead of a paper man in 8 car, thrawing my paper and hitting the doar. You
know what |'m saying? | would just love to see people teeming in and out of the city, going back and forth 1o wark, o
Eoing to the rec center or whatever, with purpase and with a sense of community, | would love to see that,

Aaron Aylor

Well, | was born in 1964 56 | grew up in interesting times...I've been through three or four sats of
riots by the time | was six or seven years old. | remember the National Guard and the Army being
on the Mall and down by the musieums and even downiown. | remember the smell of cordite. |
remember that—Ilike being scared—guys with guns with bayonets on em... A lot of kids from the
suburhis and from other places don't see thal growing up and that's history. That stuff is amazing.
And | remember that, | remember DC burning, And in fact, being in lvy City when it happened—We kriew all hell was
busting loose everywhere eige, | just remember being scared that night—but it was alrght, you know.

| was lept out of here for a reason, | didn't find out that Encch Gray was my grandfather until | was 16 years ofd. |

did not know of my African American Heritage. And | think that that was done-—! think they belleved it would be for

my best intarest, for my safety or whatever—oy life, my future..,. To this day my mom doesn’t really talk about her
African American ancestry, and If she doss, it's halting. She's one of the people |'m sure you wanted [o interview and
she probatily won't, And I'm sorry about that because that family's been In vy City... | found a deed on a property with
Enoch Gray and Perry Carson's name on the same lot of land frorm 1897, So | think they've been here for a while,

...| have distinct memonies of Kendall Street and lvy City being a beautiful green place with a lot of people coming and
going and this church was very central and everybody seemed to know everybody and a lot of people.., | remember my
uncie, Little Enoch, coming over 1o the house drunk with fish—he used to go fishing every waekend on 1he Chesapaaks
Bay and bring fish or whatever he had over to Mamita's house—and there always was fotd on the tatle, | guess we
were as poor as Job's Turkey Hen—but | never knew (1.

I don't know. 1'm proud to be part of this community—to be from here—and to be part of t—and to be part of 's—
hopefully—its big resurgence. Because, al the turn of the century, | think this place was really something. | remember
like a fleeting glimpse of that from when | was a small child. ..l hope vy City comes back Strong...as someane who was
bioen and raised Fere and has come back here...| really appreciate where |'ve come from. I'm lpoking forward 10 many,
marny, many, many years of working in and with the community. Kind of like continuing—| believe—what my grandfather
did. | wouldn't even think to be filling his shoaes, but if | could do some small part to come back and make it better. |
think that somewhere—Clarice, and Enoch and little Encch would be smiling fram where they are up In heaven—| Know
they'd be happy. So that's about i,
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Itmmh al honor that | give my support to preserving and documenting the rich.

Ward 5's vy City. It was Edmund Burke who stated, "People will not look
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that | applaud the accomplishment in assembling this document chronicling the heritage
of the Ivy City community.
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