
 1 

 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD 
STAFF REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 

 
 
Landmark/District: Mount Vernon Triangle Historic District (  ) Agenda 
Address:  924 5th Street, NW    (x) Consent   
    
Meeting Date:  February 24, 2011    (  ) New construction 
Case Number:  11-107      (x) Addition 
         (x) Alterations 
Staff Reviewer: Tim Dennée     (x) Concept1

The proposal is essentially a façade project, as there is little more left of the old building.  The 
interior is gutted to the brick walls and wood framing.  As mentioned above, the main block is 
less than nineteen feet deep at the second and third floors.  Not counting the loss of interior 
finishes, the building has been almost half demolished over the years, with a parged, formerly 
interior partition now serving as the rear exterior wall.  The first floor is 38 feet deep—i.e., twice 
the depth of the floors above—and opens into one-story additions at rear, including a mid-
twentieth-century garage.

 
 
 
The applicant, Jerald Clark, agent and architect for owner Mark Brody, requests the Board’s 
review of a proposal to construct a four-story addition to a three-story, brick, circa 1870 building 
and its one-story storage and garage wing.  As depicted in the drawings, the front wall of the 
addition would stand about 17’6” back from the front wall.  The simple addition would be clad in 
brick, with the apparent exception of the rear wall, which would be stuccoed.  It would have 
ganged one-over-one windows.  There would also be some alteration of the storefront. 
 
Although the subject property appears to have been built principally for residential use, it has 
been in commercial used for many years prior to its present vacancy.  The neighborhood has 
always been a mixture of residential, commercial and light industrial uses. 
 

2

The Board’s guidelines for the design of rooftop additions or taller portions added to the rear of a 
contributing building generally call for the additions to be invisible from the street on which the 
building fronts.  That is the appropriate approach here, where the goal is the protection of this 
modestly sized building within a context of increasingly larger buildings.  The south corners of 

  The stairs are replacements, reoriented from the original 
configuration.  Any partitions or original features on the ground floor of the main block were 
removed long ago in order to convert the space to commercial use, and the third-floor framing is 
in poor condition. 
         
Evaluation 

                                                 
1 Despite the fact that a permit application was submitted with the graphic materials, the drawings are still at the 
conceptual level. 
2 The building originally had a one-story dogleg ell that appears to have been demolished by 1959, and probably 
during the 1930s. 
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5th and K Streets are the heart of the historic district, with the greatest concentration of early 
buildings.  Retaining these relatively intact is essential to retaining the character of the district 
and modulating the scale of an area that is receiving much more sizeable buildings.  It is 
recommended that a stick test be performed prior to construction to ensure the invisibility of the 
addition from the front.   
 
Seen from the block to the north, over the corner building, the addition would be innocuous 
against the much taller, new apartment building next to it.  
 
The alteration of the façade would include replacement one-over-one, wood windows; the 
restoration of wood transoms over the twin doorways; and replacement of the doors with full-
light wood doors.  Presently intending to accommodate a restaurant tenant, the applicant wishes 
to modify the central display window to accept a clerestory or transom level and operable, full-
light doors.  The storefront cornice and primary cornice would be retained and repaired as 
necessary.   
 
Recommendation 
The staff recommends that the Board approve the project in concept, delegating to staff further 
review, including the material selection, the details of the storefront, and a stick test for the 
height and setback of the addition. 


