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HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD 
STAFF REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 

 
 
Landmark/District: Georgetown Historic District  (x) Agenda 
Address:  1412 35th Street, NW    (  ) Consent   
    
Meeting Date:  February 24, 2011    (x) New construction 
Case Number:  11-134      (  ) Addition 
         (  ) Alterations 
Staff Reviewer: Tim Dennée     (  ) Concept 
 
 
 
The applicant, owner Dr. Christopher P. Rothstein (with design-builders Capital Design Group) 
requests the Board’s approval of a permit to construct a rear-yard pool and pool house and to 
replace portions of an existing fence in kind and as necessary. 
 
This case has been referred to the Board because the project would not be visible from a public 
way and is thus not within the jurisdiction of the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts.  
 
In-ground pools are typically projects that receive HPO staff approvals, because they are almost 
always in rear yards and surrounded by fences, invisible from everywhere but points elevated 
above the fences.  Perhaps even exposed to public view they might still have little visual effect, 
but thus obscured, their effects on the historic character of the neighborhood are negligible.  
Pools do sometimes necessitate the removal of vegetation, but unless such landscape is 
recognized as historic, it is considered beyond the scope of the historic preservation law.  
 
In this instance, the pool is accompanied by a pool house, a structure that, at fifteen by eighteen 
feet, is comparable in size to a one-car garage.  It is a substantial accessory structure, and there is 
some opposition to its character and location, so it has come to the Board for review. 
 
The one-story pool house would have a shingled, hip roof and stuccoed walls over a stone water 
table.  The pool itself would be near the rear lot line, with an adjacent patio reached by a few 
steps because of the falling grade from the house.  
 
Most of the 35th Street properties have narrow and deep lots.  The row in which 1412 stands has 
120-foot-deep lots, consistent with many others on the square.  Although 1412’s lot was 
historically that same depth, it was at some point combined with a 30- by 60-foot lot in the center 
of the square.  It is this wider area that can accommodate the pool, as well as the pool house.  
The pool house, therefore, stands rearward of the adjacent 120-foot-deep lots, a considerable 
distance from other homes and at a natural and typically appropriate location for an accessory 
structure.  Although similarly sized accessory structures are less common within squares that 
lack a central, public alley, they do occur.  Adjacent to the pool house location are a shed and a 
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garage, both of which have stood for more than a half century (the latter reached via a private 
alley off O Street). 
 
The materials appear to be sufficiently compatible with those of the neighborhood and suitable 
for this type of building.  The hip roof keeps the height low, especially as it springs from just 
above the window and door openings. 
 
Recommendation 
The staff recommends that the Board approve the project as submitted. 


