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Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, 
D.C.: Easter Egg Roll on the Lawn in 1923. (Image 
from National Museum of Health and Medicine, 
AFIP, WRAMC History Collection).
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Exhibit 3-25: Walter Reed Location

2.1 Land Use
Neighborhood Context
The former Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
(WRAMC) Site is bordered by the neighborhoods 
of Shepherd Park, Takoma, and Brightwood. The 
neighborhood of Manor Park lies to the south-
east, but is not contiguous with the Site (refer to 
“Exhibit 3-25: Site Context Map” on page 23). 
Rock Creek Park forms the western edge of the 
Site and is a major regional open space. All these 
neighborhoods are predominantly residential in 
character with some institutional and commercial 
uses.
Georgia Avenue is on the east side and 16th  
Street on the west side of the WRAMC campus. 
Georgia Avenue is more commercial in character 
while 16th  Street, which is open to Rock Creek 
Park along its western edge for much of its run, 
acts more as a residential and institutional bou-
levard. The primary entrances and exits for the 
campus are located on these two major corridors. 
The Red Line of the Metrorail System also runs 
north-south, with the closest stop at the Takoma 
station, approximately ¾ mile from the center 
of the Site. Dahlia and Butternut Streets form 
the primary opportunity for pedestrian access 
between the Site and the Metro station, though 
neither provides a direct route. The Site is ser-
viced by six Metrobus lines, including one that 
connects to the Metrorail system.

Walking Distances 
Walking distance radii centered on the Takoma 
Metro Station indicate that the campus is just over 
a 10-minute walk to the Metro Station, as seen in 
“Exhibit 3-27: Walking Distances” on page 25. 
While the campus is within a reasonable walking 
distance from the Metro stop, the lack of a direct 

pedestrian pathway increases the actual travel 
time. Inadequate wayfinding signage from the 
Metro contributes to the perceived distance from 
the campus to the Metro.
As the second set of walking distance radii cen-
tered on the WRAMC Site indicates, the campus 
itself is contained within a 5-minute walking 
radius, and is therefore very walkable and pedes-
trian-friendly, as seen in “Exhibit 3-27: Walking 
Distances” on page 25.

Open Space and Recreation
The area surrounding the former WRAMC Site 
contains numerous publicly accessible open 
space and recreation opportunities. These open 
spaces lie primarily to the south and east of the 
Site (as seen on “Exhibit 3-26: Neighborhood 
Context” on page 24 and “Exhibit 3-27: Walking 
Distances” on page 25). They include:  

• Rock Creek Park, the city’s major open 
space at over 2,800 acres, lies immediately 
west of the Site.

• Fort Stevens Recreation Center & Park is 
about three acres immediately south of the 
Site.

• Battleground National Cemetery is an 
historic cemetery occupying 1/3 of an acre 
along Georgia Avenue just south of the Site.

• Coolidge Recreation Center, associated 
with Coolidge High School, occupies slightly 
more than 16 acres of land. 

• Takoma Recreation Center is located imme-
diately north of Coolidge Recreation Center 
and is about 11 acres. 
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Exhibit 3-26: Site Context Map

SITE CONTEXT MAP

The Site is bordered by the Shepherd Park neigh-
borhood to the north, the Takoma neighborhood 
to the east, the Brightwood neighborhood to the 
south and Rock Creek Park to the west. The Site 
Context Map also shows the Red Line Metro, just 
to the east of the former WRAMC. 

23



SMALL  AREA  PLAN  -  DRAFT  FOR  PUBL IC  COMMENT  –  JANUARY  28 ,  2013

W A LT E R  R E E D  A R M Y  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R 2.  PLANNING  ANALYS IS
2 .1  LAND  USE

Active Primary 
Site Entrances

Arterial

Streets to Metro

Metro Line

LEGEND

Takoma 
Metro

Station

MARYLAND

Rock Creek
Park

Brightwood

Shepherd Park

Takoma

Manor
Park

VAN BUREN ST NW

ASPEN ST NW

CEDAR ST NW

ASPEN ST NW

BUTTERNUT ST NW

DAHLIA ST NW

FERN ST NW

16TH
 S

T N
W

14TH
 S

T N
W

13TH
 S

T N
W

9TH
 S

T N
W

7TH
 S

T N
W

5TH
 S

T N
W

G
EO

R
G

IA
 A

VE
 N

W

LU
ZO

N AV
E 

NW PI
NE

Y 
BR

AN
CH

 R
D 

NW

ALA
SKA A

VE N
W

Fort Stevens
Recreation Center

Takoma
Recreation

Center

Coolidge
Recreation Center

0 400’ 800’

Exhibit 3-27: Neighborhood Context. Source: Perkins+Will

1

ENDNOTES
1. These were primary entrances for the installation prior to it’s closing in September 2011.
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Exhibit 3-28: Walking Distances. Source: Perkins+Will
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Figure 3-29: Aerial Photo Looking Southwest
Source: WRAMC Base Transition Coordination Office

Existing Land Use
“Exhibit 3-29: Existing Land Use Diagram Back-
ground GIS information” on page 27 shows a 
snapshot of  land uses in the vicinity at the time 
of this report. The surrounding land uses are pre-
dominantly residential at low to medium densi-
ties. A few pockets of medium density residential 
occur along Georgia Avenue adjacent to the Site 
and along 16th  Street. 
Georgia Avenue is a commercial corridor and 
includes the area’s primary supermarket at 
Underwood Street. There is a gap in the com-
mercial uses along Georgia at the WRAMC Site, 
and the east side of the street directly across 
from the Site contains medium density residential 
uses. There is another commercial center in the 
area that is clustered around the Takoma Metro 
Station. A 106,000 square-foot Wal-Mart store 
is planned to be under construction by the end 
of 2012.  This store, which will include 40,000 
square feet of grocery items, will be a an eco-
nomic development boost to this section of North-
west Washington.
The Fort Stevens Recreation Center, the Takoma 
Education Center, and the Coolidge High School 
campuses, represent institutional uses with sig-
nificant publicly accessible open space. Rock 
Creek Park provides over 2,800 acres of open 
space, and is best accessed from the Site via 
Sherrill Drive, at the intersection of 16th and 
Aspen Streets. 

ENDNOTES
1. Proposed Plans Information in Vicinity Source: www.

planning.dc.gov

2. Downtown Silver Spring Information Source:  
www.epa.gov/dced/awards/sg_awards_publica-
tion_2008.htm]

3. Information Source: Great Streets Redevelopment 
Plan
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Legend

Exhibit 3-30: Existing Land Use Diagram Background GIS information. Source: data.dc.gov
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This key plan denotes the locations of panoramic 
photos, taken on March 27, 2012, around the 
public boundaries of the Site, specifically on Fern 
Street, Georgia Avenue and Aspen Street. The 
photos keyed in this plan are displayed in the fol-
lowing pages.
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Exhibit 3-31: Neighborhood Context Key Plan. Source: Perkins+Will.
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Exhibit 3-32: Fern Street - Neighborhood Context. Source: Perkins+Will. 
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Exhibit 3-33: Aspen Street - Neighborhood Context. Source: Perkins+Will. 
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Exhibit 3-34: Georgia Avenue - Neighborhood Context. Source: Perkins+Will. 
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